
27th February 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re. Social Media Safety 

We have become aware of a couple of worrying and potentially harmful trends on social media that we want 
to make you aware of. 
 
Firstly, there is a meme or vine app called TikTok, This replaces Musical.ly, so if your child had an account on 
Musical.ly then they will have automatically been switched to TikTok. There is a minimum age for TikTok, 
which is 13. The app enables people to share short 60 second videos. However, recently there has been a 
challenge on it to show videos of themselves dancing naked. This in itself is inappropriate to do and view, but 
has also led to inappropriate and disturbing comments being left by other people, including predators. You 
can read more about this app and how to ensure your child's safety here: 
 
www.tinyurl.com/TikTok-App-Safety 
 
Secondly, there is a type of virus that has got into WhatsApp, called the MOMO challenge. These are a series 
of disturbing images and videos that show threatening behaviour and encourages self harm. If it opens, it then 
spreads through the contact list of WhatsApp. It can also appear on YouTube. More information about it can 
be found here: 
 
www.tinyurl.com/MOMO-Challenge-Information 
 
Please discuss these apps with your child and remind them how to keep themselves safe online. Please 
encourage them to alert you to anything they have seen that makes them feel uncomfortable or they feel is 
inappropriate. 
 
Please also remind them that we have a zero tolerance approach in school to any student sharing or posting 
inappropriate images or videos of themselves or other students. It is a criminal offence and will lead to police 
involvement. We work closely with our link police officer. 
 
A reminder that mobile phones should be switched off while on the school site and not used at any time 
unless a teacher has given permission to do so in a lesson. Any student seen with a mobile phone will have it 
confiscated immediately and you will be asked to come into school to collect it. 
 



 
Finally, if you or your child have any concerns or information regarding the online safety of any of our 
students or any other safeguarding concern, please use the email lookingafter@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk, or 
telephone Reception. The email link is also on our website. 
 
With kind regards, 
  
Mrs. A Driscoll 
Assistant Headteacher 
 


