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FoGHS Quiz Night – Thank You!

Inter House Spellathon

Thank you to everyone who came and supported our 
Quiz Night. A great evening was had by all and it was our 
biggest and most successful quiz to date with a whopping 
£1,600 raised! Well done to the Science Faculty who came 
first place overall.

Friends of Gosford Hill School

Last Thursday, we held the first Inter-House Spellathon. Students have been preparing 50 spellings and their times 
tables since October. For one hour the students were challenged to spell 30 of those words and complete 20 sums. 
This was done in exam conditions. Students in all year groups entered into the spirit of the event and over 650 
students were able to complete the challenge.

The next step is for students to choose what they would like to spend the money on. The winners of the challenge 
will be announced early next term.
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Oxford Schools Chaplaincy

During the last week of Term 2, Year 7 students had visitors from Oxford Schools Chaplaincy service taking 
their RPE lesson. Over ten volunteers from several different local Churches in Oxfordshire worked together to 
deliver these lessons to explain why Christians celebrate Christmas.

Students were told the Christmas story as found in the Bible in a unique way, involving a quiz, video clips 
and an opportunity to find out the significance of the three presents given to the baby Jesus. There was an 
opportunity for students to reflect on the theme of Christmas and also to ask questions.

The volunteers, some of whom had never visited Gosford Hill School before, remarked that they were 
impressed with the high standard of behaviour and the thoughtful and intelligent questions our students had 
asked.

A huge thanks to all the volunteers who freely gave up their time to enrich the learning of our students.

Miss Campbell, Teacher of R.E

LEGO Mindstorms – Into Orbit Challenge

In January, Asa Masterson and Dan Hunt (Year 8 and 9) took part 
in the regional finals of the First Lego League at Harwell Laboratory. 
They wrote:

“Our experience in this challenge was amazing. There were 
many different tests of programming and designing of the Lego 
robots that we created. We decided to get our robot to launch an 
astronaut, drive over a crater and retrieve supplies. We had made 
different arms to attach to the robot and different programs for each 
task. The biggest test was probably when they asked us to do a 
presentation on the difficulties of deep space travel. The person 
who planned the presentation couldn’t make it on the day. I had to 
give the presentation. I was ushered into a room, my teacher asked 
to wait outside, we exchanged desperate looks and I began. To my 
surprise it went very well and we were awarded a high mark!

We met a lot of teams from different schools with different ideas. 
We enjoyed seeing how they solved the tasks and the co-operation 
between the teams. We didn’t come first (or second) but it was a 
great experience.”
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Cyber First Girls Competition

During the last term several Key Stage 3 students have been using the opportunity to learn about Cyber Security and 
take part in a national competition. The competition was a week long program that allowed students to work during 
extra-curricular time in small groups and problem solve cryptic problems. 

Cyber First is part of the GCHQ who are promoting cyber security to the UK’s next generation of cyber professionals

Well done to all those students involved for achieving their Cyber Certificates.

Mr Lee, Teacher of ICT

School Production – Oliver!

Performances of this year’s school production, Oliver! 
will be at 7:00pm on Wednesday 27th to Saturday 30th 
March. Tickets cost £8.00 and are now available to 
purchase online at: 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gosford-hill-school

Tickets will also be available to buy from reception (for 
parents) and the canteen after the half term break.

Mrs Whitford, Faculty Leader − Creative Arts & P.E

CAPE Faculty News

It’s almost time for the Creative Arts Ski Trip to Folgarida 
in Italy. In addition to six full days of skiing, lots of exciting 
activities are planned including bowling and a disco. We 
would like to wish them all a very safe journey.

In other news, there were some very successful GCSE 
and A Level drama practical exams over the past couple 
of weeks. Well done to those students who took part.

Gosford Hill School presents

27th - 30th March, 7:00pm. Doors open at 6:30pm.
All tickets £8.00, available to purchase during break at the 

canteen, reception for parents and online at: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gosford-hill-school
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

I am writing to inform you about the teenage brain and how it works. Your child’s brain is 
continuously changing its structure, so that means he/she needs more sleep than younger 
people, adults and older people. Here is some advice on how you can help your child get 
more sleep and help their brain develop.

A good night’s sleep is essential for everyone. But teenagers need a better night’s sleep to 
make their lives easier and less stressful. It helps them concentrate in class and prevents 
them from being grumpy for the rest of the day. You need to make sure they go to bed 
early otherwise they could wake up in a bad mood. Also, not getting a good night’s sleep 
could lead to more serious conditions such as depression, anxiety and stress. Because sleep 
can reduce anxiety, if you’re not getting a good night’s sleep, their life and yours could 
become a cloud of stress. 

Now, teenagers need a good night sleep, but parents need to be helping their child too. If 
your child refuses to go to bed, choosing to stay up playing with their phone or any other 
piece of electronic equipment, take it away from them. This will help the brain to relax. 
Alternatively, if your child refuses to give up their phone, turn the filter on and turn the 
brightness to low. Another good trick is to sprinkle lavender oil on their pillow; the smell 
will make them sleepy. 

I hope my advice will help both you and your child. In the long run, it will help your child 
become more productive during the day and will help them concentrate more on their 
education. More importantly, it will make them happier and will give them more energy to 
get through the day. 

So please take my advice if you want a healthy and happy child. 

Thank you for reading my letter.

Yours sincerely

Sara Rodriguez

The following letter was written by Sara Rodriguez in Year 8. In English, all Year 8 students were challenged to write 
an advice letter to parents and guardians, offering guidance on how they can help their child get a better night’s 
sleep. Sara’s letter was voted the best in the class by her peers.

Miss Yardley,
Teacher of English

Year 8 English – How To Get A Better Night’s Sleep
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Staff News

This term we say farewell to the following member of teaching staff:

Caoimhe Kelly (SCITT)

We also say goodbye to the following member of our support staff team:

Mrs Antonia Hedges

Our thanks to all of the above colleagues for their valued contribution to learning at Gosford Hill School and 
our very best wishes to each of them for the future.

Next term we welcome the following new appointees:

Mr Andy Campbell (IT Technician), Mrs Jane Johnson (Admin & Cover Assistant/Clerk to Governors), 
Ms Lina Whitehouse (Curriculum, Data & Exams Assistant) and Mrs Mei Ling Ying (Curriculum, Data & 
Exams Officer).

Mrs Cooke, Headteacher’s P.A/HR Officer

During the last week of Term 2, we held our annual Christmas Lunch in the school canteen. Students enjoyed a 
traditional Christmas dinner followed by a choice of either Christmas Trifle or Christmas Pudding & Custard. This year 
we were joined by the Soul Band who played a medley of popular Christmas tunes. A wonderful time was had by all!

Christmas Lunch Photographs
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Sixth Form ‘Pub Quiz’

On Wednesday 13th February the Sixth Form Committee organised a Pub-style Quiz, consisting of eight 
rounds of diverse topic questions. The evening was a success, with an amazing turnout of people making up 
seventeen teams. It formed a great atmosphere inside the common room and gave each team the chance to 
compete for a bundle of Amazon vouchers. We also held a raffle, giving people the chance to win one of the 
random mystery bags.

Cooking On A Budget

In preparation for leaving Sixth Form and becoming more independent, the Year 13 students participated in a 
cooking on a budget session with Mrs Hitchcox. Students cooked in groups with minimal equipment and low cost 
ingredients to make a variety of nutritious dishes that can be adapted to make more than one meal. All recipes 
came in at under £3.00 and served at least four. Students enjoyed the session and tasting and evaluating the foods 
they prepared.

Mrs Hitchcox, Faculty Leader − Design & Technology

In total we made around £275 which is an exceptional achievement and will go towards the funds of the end 
of year Summer Ball. It also gave another chance for both year groups to interact and enjoy a fun evening of 
quizzing together. Thank you to all the Committee members who helped with the promotion of the event and 
to those who helped out on the evening.

Ollie Birchall, Head Boy
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Create & Cook Competition

In January, Year 9 Food Preparation and Nutrition students enjoyed a visit from the organisers of the Create and 
Cook competition to teach them about local and seasonal foods. Students enjoyed trying locally produced foods and 
working out the carbon footprint of equivalent foods bought daily in large supermarkets. Students will now start work 
towards entering a ‘Cook Local’ competition against 30 other schools. For more information please see the link below:

https://tinyurl.com/Create-and-Cook

Jemma Hitchcox, Faculty Leader − Design & Technology

Student Leadership Team

This year, the Student Leadership Team have chosen to focus 
on how we as a school can reduce our carbon footprint and 
reduce waste.

They have formed two subcommittees: one is working with 
the canteen manager to look at ways to persuade their 
suppliers to reduce the plastic packaging in the canteen, the 
other is looking to get bins that are divided into different waste 
types so that rubbish can be divided and then recycled. They 
have been working with Steve Bolam and have discovered 
that these types of bins cost between £400 and £700 each. 

Their next plan is to write to local businesses to get financial 
support for their project. If any parent works for a company 
that has a scheme for making community donations and 
would be able to contribute a sum of money to this project, 
the students would love to hear from you. Likewise, The 
Friends of Gosford Hill would also be interested in hearing 
from you, as this might mean local businesses could also 
contribute to their plans for providing more benches and 
tables for outside. If you are able to support in any of these 
ways, please contact me, Alison Driscoll, at school.

Mrs Driscoll, Assistant Headteacher
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English Trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon 

Earlier in February, A Level English Literature and Language students enjoyed a trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon in 
Warwickshire. Below are some reviews of the day as told by our Sixth Formers.

Mr Lee, Faculty Leader − English

Sierra Herring, Year 12

Luke Mallaghan, Year 12

Laura Scaife, Year 12

On Friday, Sixth Formers taking English as an A Level subject went on a trip to Stratford-Upon-
Avon, the birth place of Shakespeare. Upon arrival, we split into our designated groups, one of these 
groups being English Literature students and the other being English Literature and Language students. 
My group first attended a lecture led by an expert in Shakespeare, who delved into the context, 
language and stagecraft of Twelfth Night (our designated comedy text). Lunch allowed us to explore 
Shakespeare’s home town before swapping with the other group and touring John Shakespeare’s house. 
The lecture was extremely interactive and relevant, as was the tour around the house which allowed 
students to spend as little or as much time as they needed looking around.

Last Friday, Year 12 and 13 English Literature and English Literature and Language students journeyed 
to the birthplace of William Shakespeare. After arriving, the Literature students went to a very 
stimulating lecture on Twelfth Night while the Lit/Lang students toured the childhood home of the 
world-famous playwright and actor. Then after lunch the groups reversed roles and the Lit/Lang group 
went to a lecture on Othello and the Literature students went to the house before heading back home. 
Overall a successful trip in which we gained valuable contextual knowledge which is sure to come in 
handy in the exam.

On Friday 8th February Year 12 and 13 students went to 
Stratford-Upon-Avon for a workshop on Shakespeare. In the 
morning the English Literature students attended a lecture 
on Twelfth Night. It was fascinating to learn about the 
context of and more details on the play. For example, did you 
know he based his play on a book called Apollonius and Silla? 
In the afternoon we explored Shakespeare’s birth place while 
the Literature and Language students attended a talk on 
Othello. A very interesting and useful trip; thank you to Miss 
McCarthy, who organised it.

t   Notes from the day by Ella Blake, Year 12
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English Trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon

The Shakespeare trip was very useful. It was split up into two parts, the talk on Twelfth 
Night itself and a walk through Shakespeare’s house.

When we arrived at Shakespeare’s house, we were shown a brief video clip on the 
importance of Shakespeare and the continuing impact he has today. It briefly explained how 
his words are still used to influence other plays, TV shows and novelists, and it emphasised 
how proficient he was at writing plays. According to that video, somewhere in the world 
Shakespeare is being performed at any moment! The number of TV shows and dramatists 
which have used Shakespeare is on going. The video also touched briefly on his house and 
what we were to expect. This was his father’s house; his father was a glove maker.

The first half of the day was a talk on Twelfth Night by Dr. Anjna Chouhan. She used 
succinct language to touch on the play. Although it was a brief talk to cover the main parts 
of the play as a whole, it was an amazing talk. She was extremely intelligent in the area of 
Shakespeare and I was able to develop a better understanding of the play (and Shakespeare 
himself). Chouhan’s vocabulary range was so clear and well developed that it engaged us so 
well, and we all walked away absolutely amazed by what studying a text can do. Context 
was spoken about first: Chouhan covered the Puritans, the theatres and things such as the 
War of Wits. She explained this by breaking it down and then almost evaluating how it had 
relevance to our study of Twelfth Night so that we could grasp both a basic understanding 
of the text and an in depth analysis of it. Language, the characters, the play and adaptions 
of other performances were also discussed. We were also given a sheet with a few extracts 
of the play and what other critics had to say about it. The text was read aloud by us, 
which brought familiarity to the situation, and she then discussed our ideas and elaborated 
on them. The way she analysed the few extracts was incredible. I walked away with an 
increased ability to close read the text, with an increased motivation to do so. 

We then visited Shakespeare’s house. We were able to see a piece of Shakespeare’s life 
for ourselves. He definitely was not an aristocrat: his house wasn’t grand, nor was it full 
of chandeliers. However, for his time it was big. Shakespeare’s house was the biggest on 
his street at the time, with his father’s Glove shop the side of the building. His house was 
made mainly from wood, like most houses built with in Elizabethan times. We were all fairly 
surprised at how big the house was!

Overall the trip was useful. The talk was the most helpful hour and a half I have ever 
experienced and I walked away with more respect for Shakespeare as a writer; he was 
truly incredible.

Ella Blake, Year 12
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More Careers News...

National Careers and Apprenticeship 
Week – 4th to 8th March

To celebrate and support National Careers and 
Apprenticeship week, Gosford Hill is excited to 
announce that we will be holding a ‘Mini Careers 
Fair’ on Tuesday 5th March in our Learning Centre.

We have secured representatives from the 
following organisations to come into the school to 
promote what they do: The RAF, BMW, Activate 
Learning, Ruskin Art College, Kidlington Football 
Academy, The Early Years Nursery, Mid Counties 
Cooperative, AIM Apprenticeships and The 
Apprenticeship and Training Company.

This is a fantastic opportunity for students from all 
year groups to find out what opportunities there 
are once they have completed Year 11 and indeed 
for those of you who are studying in Years 12 and 
13 who would like to find out about alternatives to 
university.

Critically our current Year 11’s who have not 
applied for Sixth Form and not yet decided on their 
next steps should attend this event.

The school will organise groups and timings to 
cause minimum disruption to lessons. Students 
from the lower year groups will be included where 
possible.

Please note – This event will take place during the 
school day, and is only for students at Gosford Hill.

Adviza 1-1 Careers Interviews 
The independent Careers Advisor from the 
organisation Adviza will be in school for 3 days at 
the end of February.

If you are in Year 11 and haven’t yet had a 1-1 
careers interview and would like one, please 
ask your form tutors to email your name to Mrs 
Franklin so you can be scheduled an appointment.

Careers News
Year 9 Hospitality Challenge

On 12th-13th February a small group of Year 9 students 
participated in the OBEA Hospitality Challenge. Eleanor 
Sanderson and Grace Barrett visited Oxford Brookes 
University, Sam Kibble-White visited the Oxford Thames 
Hotel, Kata Soras went to The Oxford Belfry while Lilly 
Bradebury and Emily Sulley went to Blenheim Palace.

They worked in teams with students from Lord Williams 
and Wheatley Park School, and were given the challenge 
of organising an event for the place they visited.

All six students from Gosford Hill worked extremely 
hard and really demonstrated their maturity in how they 
worked with students they’d never met before. Although 
nervous, they did an excellent job of standing up and 
presenting their events. Their behaviour was exemplary 
and a real credit to themselves and the school. Well done 
to all of them; they should be very proud of themselves.

Year 10 Work Experience

Well done to those students who have now secured a 
work experience placement. We have been working really 
hard to support those who are yet to find placements, 
and there is now a list of employers up on the wall 
outside the learning centre with contact details. These 
employers have provided opportunities for previous 
students, so current students can get in touch with them. 
Most are very supportive and want to take students from 
Gosford Hill School.

If your son our daughter has secured a placement but 
their name has come up on the list of placements not 
found, it is because they haven’t returned their ‘Employer 
Agreement Form’. Students should return these to Mrs 
Franklin without further delay.

Year 11 CV Workshops/Mock Interviews

If a student would like support and guidance on 
putting together a CV and or completing college or 
apprenticeship applications, they should ask their form 
tutor to email Mrs Franklin. A number of local employers 
have offered to come into the school to help support CV 
workshops, Mock interviews etc... which is a fantastic 
opportunity. However, to make this viable to organise, we 
need to know how many students would be interested in 
this opportunity.
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Confident Babysitting Course 
 

Oxford First Aid Training will be running a Confident Babysitting Course 
on Saturday 23rd February 2019 to be held in the Cumnor Old School 
Hall, High Street, Cumnor Village, Oxford, OX2 9PE. 

 
 

This course is appropriate for teenagers aged 13+ 

and aims to allow students to learn the 

fundamentals of confident babysitting. 

As well as gaining a First Aid Basic 

Life Support Certificate, we will 

explore topics such as Parental 

Expectations, Questions You Need to 

Ask, Child Safety and Challenging  

Behaviour. 

 
 

This is a 1 day course and will start at 9.15am and finish at 4.30pm. 
 

There will be a cost of £35 per person, which will include registration, 
delegate pack, first aid training manual, light refreshments and certificate of 
attendance. Please note that students should bring their own packed lunch. 

 
For more information about the day 

or to book a place on the course please contact 
Delyse Hobbs on 07816 978 074 or email    info@oxfordfirstaidtraining.co.uk 
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CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence. If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

   Easter Holiday: Friday 5th April to Tuesday 23rd April 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

   Summer Holiday: Wednesday 24th January to Tuesday 3rd September 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September, Friday 5th October, Friday 15th February, Friday 28th June.

HALF INSET DAYS:  Monday 5th November, Friday 25th January, Tuesday 12th March, Wednesday May 22nd,  
   Thursday 27th June.

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019


