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The purpose of this evening 

 To provide Year 8 students and their families with the 

information they need to make informed choices about 

what they wish to study in KS4.

 To understand how the options process works. 

 To speak to subject staff to find out whether courses 

will be suitable for your child.  



What the Government expect of 

KS4 students? 



Core Curriculum 

Core subjects: 

 English Literature and English Language (2 GCSEs, 1 

subject)

 Maths (1 GCSE)

 Combined Science or Separate Science (2 or 3 GCSEs) 

 Core PE

 RPE (Religious Studies, 1 GCSE Possibly)



Options Process 

 As well as the Core Curriculum, students will study four 
additional non-Core qualifications. 

 These are the subjects where you get to ‘choose’, or at least 
make a preference. The school ultimately decides what students 
will study and will factor in class sizes and the availability of 
teachers. We have already asked the students in a survey what 
they would prefer, which has allowed us to create option blocks. 

 Nearly all students will choose an ‘Ebacc’ Subject. That is 
Geography, History, French, German or Computer Science. You 
can choose more than one.  These have an asterix (*) next to 
them and you must choose at least one. 

 Students who follow the Alternative Pathway do not need to 
choose an ‘Ebacc’ Option. 



Vocational Qualifications 

 We offer several Vocational Qualifications. 

 These are more practical and hands on then GCSEs and 

involve coursework, which means there is less weighting  

on the final exam. 

 We currently offer Health and Social Care BTEC,           

I-Media, Health and Fitness V Cert and Art and Design V 

Cert. 

 The courses may change if we think that there are more 

suitable courses available for the students who select it, 

but the focus will still be Vocational. 



The Alternative Pathway

 For students who may find it hard to study nine or more 

GCSEs we offer an Alternative Pathway. 

 This consists of the Core Curriculum, two Vocational 

GCSEs and other suitable courses such as the Certificate 

of Personal Effectiveness. 

 We have already contacted families of students who are 

suitable for this pathway and they will have the 

opportunity this evening to spend time with the SENCO 

and other staff responsible for the Alternative Pathway. 



Our Offer 
Option A Option B Option C Option D

Art & Design VCERT Drama Art GCSE Business Studies

Business Studies DT - Textiles Computer Science* Food Preparation & 
Nutrition

Drama French* DT – Resistant 
Materials

Geography*

Geography* German* Food Preparation & 
Nutrition

History*

Health & Social Care History* Geography* Health & Social Care

I-Media I-Media History* Music

Health and Fitness 
VCERT

PE GCSE 



Science and RPE 

 Science will be offered as part of the Science 

Curriculum, meaning it will not be part of the Options 

Process. 

 Science teachers will decide over the course of this year 

who is suitable for Separate Science and parents and 

students will be kept fully informed of the process. 

 RPE is taught to everybody in Year 9 and at the end of 

Year 9 students can opt to study GCSE RPE or non-GCSE 

RPE. More information is available in the Preferences 

Booklet.



Summing Up

 We will do everything we can to make sure students study the courses 
they want to, but we also have to have a viable curriculum so reserve 
the right to place students on courses if it is the right course for them. 
That may mean withdrawing courses if too few students wish to take it. 

 The final deadline for the Preferences Form is Tuesday 12th February 
2019

 We will then begin a process which will last until June which may involve 
discussions with the students. We will keep you informed if we are 
unable to meet either the first or second preference in each Option 
Block. 

 The final choices will be confirmed in Term 6 in readiness for September 
2019.

 If you would like to ask any questions I will be staying in the hall for the 
rest of the evening. 


