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LITERACY AND NUMERACY CATCH UP FUNDING SUMMARY 2018/2019 

Gosford Hill School was allocated £14354.00 in ‘Year 7 Catch-Up Premium Funding’ for the academic year 2017/18.. 

This money is being used to support students who joined the school not having met the expected levels in English 

and/or Maths in key stage 2 tests and who have been identified as in need of literacy and/or numeracy support 

through our literacy and numeracy screening. When levels were removed and new assessments introduced the 

expected standard was set at a scaled score of 100. Gosford Hill School uses a number of programmes and 

approaches to allow the aforementioned students to ‘catch up’ with their peers who made expected progress. 

The primary strategy for supporting the students to catch up is through the ‘Humanities Group’. The Humanities Group 

is a smaller teaching class that offers students focused support with literacy and numeracy in a nurturing environment 

but also allows them to study Geography, History, RPE and Computing in a project-based learning.  

Additionally, we have two HLTAs for Numeracy who offer in-class support and/or withdraw identified year 7 catch-up 

premium students from some mainstream maths lessons and work with them in a smaller intervention group. 

Furthermore, all year 7 students’ numeracy is assessed on entry and students with below average maths age are offered 

one hour of additional maths support a week- this is delivered as small-group tuition.  

We also use the LEXIA Programme and other specific literacy interventions to support students as part of our provision 

for all students with SEND and/or those making less than expected progress in their reading and/or spelling. They are 

not all costed here as some expenditure is met by the SEND budget. In addition to this, a small group of year 7 students 

with SEND who did not achieve a scaled score of 100 on their English SATs are withdrawn from their MFL lessons and 

receive 2 extra hours of English a week- these lessons are delivered by the SENCO.  

Projected expenditure for 2018-19 and how we intend to spend our allocation is summarised below, while the detailed 

expenditure and impact for the previous academic year, 2017-18, is detailed on page 2. 

Costed Expenditure Summary Estimated Cost 

Proportion of salary of Humanities Group Teacher £10,000 

Students are taken out of Humanities and ICT and taught in a small group with a specialist teacher. The focus in this 
class is on numeracy and literacy. All students in this group take part in Lexia (3x 1 hour a week) and Numeracy Workout 
(3x1 hour a week) intervention.  

SENCO’s release time to deliver additional English lessons £2,500 

Additional English lessons in place of MFL classes delivered as small-group tuition.  

LEXIA literacy intervention £1,000 

A literacy programme designed to accelerate the development of critical fundamental literacy skills in struggling readers. 
Lexia develops reading through: 

- Explicit instruction in phonemic awareness 
- Systematic phonics instruction 
- Activities designed to improve fluency and sight words recognition 
- Activities to enhance comprehension  

Accelerated Reader £500 

Accelerated Reader is a software for monitoring the practice of reading. It includes a Star Reading test, which is a 
standardized, computer-adaptive assessment and allows for an effective literacy development monitoring and, 
subsequently, informs literacy interventions. The whole of year 7 and 8 use this programme and funding comes in part 
from this budget and the PP budget as it very beneficial for PP and students with below expected levels of literacy. 

Access Maths Test £500 

A standardised maths assessment suitable for a wide age and ability range. Allows for an effective monitoring of maths 
ages and numeracy development.   

Numeracy Workout (Subscription) £80 

Online programme to support students with lower than expected levels of numeracy. 

Estimated Total Expenditure £14,580 
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Evaluation statement from 2017-18 

Provision Description Selection 
Criteria 

Number of 
students 
involved with 
below 
expected SATs 
and attracting 
the premium 

Impact 

Humanities 
Group 

A smaller teaching class that 
offers students focused 
support with literacy and 
numeracy in a nurturing 
environment but also allows 
them to study Geography, 
History, RPE and Computing 
in a project based learning. 
Taught by a qualified 
teacher, this teaching class 
offers a high level of support 
and high teacher student 
ratio. 

Students with 
lowest attainment 
on SATs; students 
who need 
nurturing 
environment and 
consistency in 
teaching as per 
primary 
school’s/year 6 
teachers’ 
recommendation 

11 Average  maths age gain 
between September 2017 and 
July 2018: 17.5 months   
 
 
Average reading age gain 
between September 2017 and 
July 2018: 13 months     
 
Average spelling age gain 
between September 2017 and 
July 2018:  27 months 

LEXIA A literacy intervention that 
provides fundamental early 
reading skills development in 
a manner that is engaging 
and age appropriate for 
older students. The aim of 
this intervention is improve 
reading accuracy and 
comprehension as well as 
re-engage students who are 
typically hard to reach and 
motivate. 

SS 85 or below in 
reading test 
(STAR reading 
assessment) with 
a small number of 
students with SS 
86-90. 

15 Average reading age gain 
after 2 months of intensive 
small-group support (3x1 hour 
a week): 7 months 
 
Average spelling age gain 
after 2 months of intensive 
small-group support (3x1 hour 
a week): 9.5 months 

Accelerated 
Reader 

Whole school approach to 
improving literacy which 
was introduced to year 7 and 
8 students in September 
2016, with books available 
for reading in one English 
lesson per fortnight and at 
Home. Since January 2017, 
students have been reading 
for 2 x 10 mins per day 
during school time as well as 
at home. Although not a 
literacy intervention per se, 
Accelerated Reader allows 
monitoring and managing 
independent reading 
practice while promoting 
reading for pleasure. 

Whole school 
approach 

21 students with 
a scaled score 
of 99 or less in 
English SATs.  

Average reading age gain for 
KS2BL4 E students between 
September 2017 and June 
2018: 14.5 months 
 
 
The system also allowed for 
an effective identification of 
students who needed ‘urgent 
intervention’ and allowed the 
school to take appropriate 
actions to support their 
literacy via structured 
interventions (e.g. LEXIA, 
Buddy Reading, Buddy 
Spelling).  
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