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Kidlington Christmas Light Switch-on

Friends of Gosford Hill School Christmas Fair

Well done to all those involved in performing at the 
Kidlington Christmas Light Switch-on in late November. 
The atmosphere was festive and an enjoyable time was 
had by all. You can see a video of the band performing 
‘Last Christmas’ by visiting our Facebook page.

The Friends of Gosford Hill School would like to say a big thank you to all the staff, students and families who 
supported the Christmas Fair. The event was a great success and we raised £1,500!

In addition to the support from the school community, 
the event was supported by many local businesses with 
prizes and sponsorship and they would like to extend our 
thanks to:

Black Horse Pub, Boden, Box of Delights, Cherwell 
Graphics, Co-operative, Costa, Debenhams, Gosford 
Sports Centre, Ghurkha Village, House of Cards, 
Mountain Warehouse, Open Stage Arts, Prestige Beauty, 
Pure Indulgence Spa and Beauty, Red Lion Kidlington, 
Roll With Me Sushi, Stagecoach, Studley Wood Golf Club 
and Übuntü.
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‘Roll With Me’ Sushi Workshop

Well done to the students who wanted to take their learning beyond the classroom and enjoyed a workshop 
in sushi making. Students learnt about the sushi preparation process, ingredients needed, different rolling 
methods and successfully made and ate a selection of traditional and popular sushi rolls. Many of the Year 11 
students will use this experience to support their GCSE. Thank you to Sue from the local company Roll With 
Me Sushi for leading the workshop, we hope to run more in the New Year.

Jemma Hitchcox, Faculty Leader − DT

A special thank you to David and Miriam 
Willis who represented our music 
department in late November by providing 
musical accompaniment at the North 
Kidlington School Christmas Fayre.

The Friends of North Kidlington School 
said: ‘We would like to thank Gosford Hill 
School for the wonderful support towards 
the event. The high quality of music was 
very impressive and we have had lots 
of positive comments and praise for 
them and the collaboration between the 
schools. Thank you!’

Andrew Purtell
Subject Leader − Music

Siblings Demonstrate their Musicality at North Kidlington Christmas Fayre
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Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

Fundraising for BBC Children in Need

We had a lot of fun raising money for charity this term! On Friday 16th November we held a non-uniform day 
to raise funds for BBC Children in Need. We are very proud of our students and staff who raised a tremendous 
£558.72! A massive thank you to the Sixth Form for raising an additional £227.01 by dressed in 80’s attire and 
creating coin sculptures using small change. The most collected by a tutor group was TDGN with £66.16. The 
award for ‘Best Sculpture’ went to CJMS.

In October and November, Sara Rodriguez and I organised a 
Christmas shoe box appeal, for the charity ‘Link to Hope’. Form 
groups from across the Houses filled shoe boxes with essential 
items for families and elderly people in Eastern Europe, who 
wouldn’t have anything this Christmas. Thank you to all of the 
students and parents that donated to this, it is truly appreciated.

“Mr Gannon helped us prepare a presentation to show all the tutor 
groups that explained all about the charity and how to pack a 
shoe-box. Then on Monday the 4th November everyone brought 
their shoe-boxes to the Learning Centre. A representative from the 
charity Link to Hope came and collected the shoe-boxes that were 
then sent off to countries that included Romania and Moldova. 
Thank you so much to the pupils, staff and parents who helped, 
you have made someone else’s Christmas special.”

Matthew Gannon, House Leader − Windrush
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Oxfordshire Book Awards

Last academic year, towards the end January, the former Year 9’s 
took part in the Oxfordshire Book Awards. The Oxfordshire Book 
Awards involves reading books within a certain category and genre 
based on school and age. These awards are unique because the 
votes are all given by students that are based in schools across 
Oxfordshire. The books within the secondary school shortlist were 
‘Thornhill’ by Pam Smy, ‘The Island At The End Of Everything’ by 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave, ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell, ‘We 
Come Apart’ by Sarah Crossan,‘ All About Mia’ by Lisa Williamson 
and‘ Murder In Midwinter’ by Fleur Hitchcock. Everyone involved 
read as many of the 6 books as possible before the end of the term in 
March. At the end of the reading period, we all forwarded our votes. 
As a school, our top vote was for ‘We Come Apart’ with 6 votes. My 
personal favourite book was ‘Thornhill’  because it featured a unique 
story that was presented through vivid illustrations, with the structure 
of a diary. This meant that each reader had to make their own story 
by matching the hints of what they see and what is said in the text.

Subsequently, post reading, we were all given the opportunity to attend the Oxfordshire Book Awards 2018 on the 
7th November 2018 at Oxford High School. We were able to see the authors receiving their awards and talking about 
experiences when writing, buy books and receive autographs. At the venue the award of ‘Best Secondary Book’ was 
given to Katherine Rundell for her book ‘The Explorer’ and the award of ‘Joint Highly Commended Secondary Book’ 
was given to  Lisa Williamson for her book ‘All About Mia’ and Pam Smy  for her book ‘Thornhill.’  When winning their 
respective awards, Pam Smy explained to us about her inspiration behind the book. She explained how she would 
go to abandoned areas to draw the scenery and this was a main factor behind the type of book that she wished to 
write. Pam Smy also explained how she learned how to make dolls so that her character could make them too. When 
Lisa Williamson won her award, she explained to everyone how she struggled to produce a second book and even 
faced second book syndrome. She then explained the different phases of a book cover and how she decided on the 
final one. Natasha Pegden and Mia Corness were brave enough to read an incredible book review of ‘Thornhill’ to the 
audience and authors, the review was written by Susannah Willis.

After the ceremony, we had the opportunity to meet some of the authors that were nominated for 2018 and those 
who were nominated for the next year. We were able to meet the following authors:

• Matt Carr,  Superbat

• Greg James and Chris Smith,  Kid Normal

• Lisa Williamson,  All About Mia

• Pam Smy,  Thornhill

• Matt Brown,  Compton Valance Series

• Tom Pollock,  White Rabbit, Red Wolf

• Nicki Thornton,  Last Chance Hotel

Joseph Sarbatta, 10TJFR

Pam Smy with Mia Corness
and Natasha Pegden

Mrs Hedges and Year 9
with Chris Smith and Greg James



The Gosford Times | December 2018 5

Duke of Edinburgh News

At the end of October, fifty students from Years 10 and 12 attended the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh training camp. 
Here they had to pitch their tents in very gusty conditions, the weather  did not improve and lighting the expedition 
stoves proved very challenging in the wind.  After dinner we all participated in a string trail in the dark, this was 
supposed to enhance the students team-work and communication skills but I think they just all had a good laugh 
and enjoyed the opportunity to have some fun with their friends whilst being outside in the dark!

The wind and rain proved too much for a couple of the tents, one pole snapped in a gust and went straight through 
the roof of the tent – fortunately we had borrowed some spare ones.  Saturday morning we had breakfast and started 
to pack up, as we were trying to pack up we had horizontal rain, but everyone remained cheerful. We then set off on 
our walk and the sun came out to give us amazing views of the “Dreaming Spires” of Oxford, on the way down from 
Youlbury. Well done to everyone, we look forward to our practise expeditions in the springtime. 

Mrs Heydon and the D of E Team

Teaching and Learning Update

Students have been working hard in lessons this term, right up to the (not so) bitter end! Our teaching and learning 
framework, introduced at the end of the last academic year, has been updated to incorporate the recommendations 
of Paul James, the chief executive of River Learning Trust. One of his comments, having visited a number of 
lessons, was that students were learning best in classrooms where work conditions were meaningful, and based on 
a directed, shared understanding of purpose and time.

So that this understanding is genuinely and openly shared, in the new year students will receive assemblies about 
the importance of focused work in lessons. Most people (including young people) work best in ‘strong’ silence, the 
kind of silence that we find in an exam room. It will be explained to students that working in ‘strong’ silence in a 
classroom is not a punishment, but a condition for a greater, more intense focus on learning. Similarly, students will 
learn about the difference between ‘strong’ pair or group work that involves focused discussion of the task set, and 
‘weak’ pair or group work that involves only intermittent focus on the work.

We look forward to working hard with your children in classrooms in 2019.

Mr J Lee,
School Improvement Leader – Teaching and Learning



Edward Symes [TCPL]

Amelie Penwarden [EPGN]

My first term at Gosford Hill School has been better than I imagined. I have 
had fun learning new subjects as well as learning from new teachers. I 
have been able to learn and contribute more to Science and other class 
discussions.

I am proud of my achievements since I have accomplished 80+ achievement 
points now. I have overcome my difficulty of playing rugby for the school 
and being in contact with other peers. I have enjoyed finding my way around 
school and meeting loads of new friends. My favourite subject is P.E because 
Mr. Goldring and Mr. Smith are the best teachers I have ever been taught by.

I came to Gosford Hill from Dr South’s Primary School, which is in Islip. Dr South’s has about 110 children so Gosford 
Hill is a lot bigger! I was a bit nervous before starting school – I was worried about getting lost, how different the 
lessons were going to be and having to catch a bus! I really enjoyed going to Summer School before term started – it 
was really helpful to be able to meet some of the other students and to get to know my way around the school site – 
the scavenger hunt was very useful! I am really enjoying the opportunity to do lots of different subjects. I particularly like 
Science, English, P.E and Technology. I like the teachers and it’s helpful having older students in my form who I know I 
could go to if I had a problem. I also enjoy going on the school bus!

Ellie Judd [WHWD]

During the past 12 weeks my time at Gosford Hill School has been interesting. 
Without questioning, the wide range of new and enjoyable lessons I have done 
are endless. The Sport is a major reason I enjoy the school and the after-
school curriculum choices are countless – Sports I have done are hockey, 
netball, football and gym club and I have also competed for my school in 
cross-country. Also, being in Windrush House is good as my form tutor is Mrs. 
Whitford, who is always bright and ecstatic.

One of the changes from primary school is Science, as now we take part 
in considerable amounts of practical: ranging from Bunsen burners to 
experiments on acids and alkalis. However, another lesson I now know better 
is French as I spend 2 hours a week doing it, my teacher being Miss. White. 
Convincingly, I have also immensely improved with my gymnastic skill due to 
P.E and gymnastics club after school on a Thursday.

Fortunately, I have over come my worriedness of finding my way around the 
school as it is really simple and you have guidance all around. I have also 
made many new friends from many different primary schools. Generally, my 
time already at Gosford Hill School has been really pleasant – I have very little 
bad to say about it and have really enjoyed it so far.

My First Term at Gosford Hill School

We asked some of our Year 7 students to write a short report on their first term here at Gosford Hill School...
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Erin Doran [TJSA]

Ruby Doherty [CHOE]

Kiet Luc [CHOE]

I have enjoyed doing P.E because it is fun and we do lots of sports. I learnt 
how to play hockey properly. I thought it would be difficult to get around the 
school on time and to get to my lessons. I found it quite easy to make friends 
because I have social media and talk to them. I have been able to achieve 
over 50 achievement points. My favourite lesson is P.E because Miss. Barrie is 
a good teacher. I have learnt how to write properly and make my presentation 
neat. I love being in Thames house because Mr. Goldring is the best House 
Leader. I like moving from class to class because you are not sitting in the 
same room all day.

I have liked being at Gosford Hill but it is very different to primary school. I 
have enjoyed P.E because we do lots of different sports. At school I have 
learnt how to make lots of new friends and my favourite subject is Art. One 
of the things that I have achieved is getting so many achievement points. 
Mr. Smith is the best House Leader and Cherwell is the best House. I have 
become more confident and have made more friends and I have learnt how to 
find my way around the school. Before I was scared that I would get lost but 
Tara, my sister, helped me on the first week and now I am fine.

My time at Gosford Hill School so far has been very good. I have learnt 
many new things and overcome difficult challenges. Something I am proud 
of is being able to reach my goal of getting 25 achievement points in my 
first term. In the beginning of my first term the school and teachers seemed 
very different, however I gradually overcame this and quickly learnt my way 
around the school and realised that the teachers aren’t as scary as I thought 
they were. In Gosford Hill there are many more resources that have helped 
me learn a lot, especially in Science. Overall I believe that Gosford Hill is a 
great school.

Aaron Ruazol [EPGN]

Secondary school is very different to primary school in many different ways. 
P.E is different because you do more sports and there is more contact. 
It is larger and you carry your bag around to different classes with all of 
your books in it. There are some more lessons like Drama and Technology 
(cooking, textiles and woodwork). On your first day you are given a timetable 
and on ILP day you are given a planner. At the start of school you may get 
lost but that is normal and you will know your way around by Christmas.
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Oscar Smith [TDYY]

So far at Gosford Hill I have been doing lot of things, many of them sport. I 
love P.E here because I have amazing teachers (Mr. Smith and Mr. Goldring) 
who are the best teachers I have ever had. I am proud to be in Mr. Goldring’s 
House as it is the best House. I am going to Twickenham on a school trip 
soon and I’m looking forward to that. I am also competing in cross-country 
and I’m looking forward to it.

Matti Ellis Christmas [WAPL]

Before school started I was nervous that I wouldn’t find my way around such 
a big school or make any friends. Then we found out there was a Summer 
School. I was nervous at first, but during the first few days of Summer School, 
I realised that Gosford Hill wasn’t as daunting as I thought it would be.

During Summer School we did a range of activities that would allow us to 
meet new people and form new friendships. My favourite activities included 
cheerleading, bowling and swimming. I recommend Summer School to 
everyone as it is a lovely way to get to know the school!

My first term at Gosford Hill has been fun and a little scary at first, but once I 
got to know the school my fears of losing my way disappeared, as there are 
so many nice students to point you in the right direction.  At first I was worried 
that I wouldn’t know anything in lessons but I was wrong, the friendly teachers 
were always there to help me when I got stuck. I think Gosford Hill is a great 

school with lovely teachers and I recommend it to everyone.

Annelies Adams [ERBN]

Polished shoes, new uniform: I was ready for my first day at secondary school. As I walked to school with my friends, 
the nerves started to claw away at me. Would I have the right equipment? Would I be in the same class as my friends? 
Would I get lost?

All these questions were circling around my mind. But as I stepped into the jam-packed school with my group of 
friends with me, I knew I could do this.

When I got into my form group I felt strange, as most people were much older than me. Then I received my timetable 
and discovered that no-one in my form would be in my first class with me. I felt like the world had ended. This was 
NOT what I had imagined. I would be lonely. But when I sat down in my first class (History) and found out that lots of 
people were in the same position as me, I knew everything would be ok.

Three months later, and I have made lots of new friends in both my teaching group and form - as well as keeping all 
my old ones (even though they were in different classes to me). Also, when I discovered that one of my best friends 
transferred classes to mine, it felt like a dream come true.

Lots of people ask me what I enjoy about secondary school and what is different to primary school. Let me tell you. 
The teachers don’t go too hard on homework for the first few weeks to help you settle in, which I find is nice. I enjoy 
the new lessons like Drama, Geography, History and Technology. I also like the variation in lessons, so we don’t have 
the same timetable or same teachers every day. But one of the things I think is MOST important are all the new friends 
(and old friends) who feel like family to me now – who have been in the same situations, supported me and made me 
laugh. Having friends is vital when joining secondary school because when you are having a bad day they will help 
you. Although I occasionally miss primary school I now happily understand that secondary school is a new chapter in 
my life that I will enjoy and cherish.
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Benjamin Gilbert [CMHS]

Gosford Hill has been wonderful so far, there are lots of clubs and activities 
to do, all the subjects are fun and help you learn. The lesson I enjoy the most 
has to be Art because you learn so many new techniques, but P.E is fun too 
because you can play so many new sports and we have the best P.E teacher, 
Mr. Smith. I have joined many new clubs and have made new friends, but the 
largest achievement I have made is finding my way around the school.

Tamsin King [CMHS]

I have enjoyed the new different lessons that I didn’t learn in Edward Feild. 
In Science, we do practicals with a lot of stuff. We do drama now, unlike 
primary school and it’s a lot of fun. I am proud to get my 25 achievement 
points certificate. In a few days, you get used to the teachers, the rooms and 
the school. The canteen food is delicious! You also make new friends and 
get used to the people in your class. I am proud to be in Mr Smith’s House 
(Cherwell) and we win Sports Day every year!

Bella Hughes [WLCN]

I have enjoyed my first term at Gosford Hill School.

Before I started school, I received a letter with my House and form. I got 
Windrush House (with a green tie!) and a form with three of my close friends 
from primary school. Now we spend 30 minutes in the morning together, with 
our form tutor and the rest of our form that are from different years.

Even before the first day, I got to meet new classmates in Summer School. 
Summer School was so much fun – we went bowling, swimming, played fun 
games and learnt the school area, so it wasn’t so daunting on the first day.

When I arrived on the first day of school, everyone was a bit nervous, but we 
soon found out there was no need to be. We got our timetables and we saw 
what our first lesson was, so as a team (and consulting the map my form tutor 
gave me) we looked around for the classroom. We found it easily and I saw 
my teaching group for the first time. Helpfully, it was similar to my group in 
Summer School and I was with lots of my old friends and new friends.

What I enjoy are the lessons and learning new things, going to the canteen, 
being sociable, achieving good things and being rewarded.

Nour Louni [TRRN]

I have enjoyed lunchtimes at Gosford Hill School and most of the teachers. I have learnt how to explode things in 
Science and how to act in Drama. In Gosford Hill School we earn achievement points (like passport points if you went to 
North Kidlington School) and you don’t earn them that easily. I have overcome many things like finding my way across 
the school – it’s really big! I have made many new friends. Gosford Hill School is amazing so you could come here.
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Jess Lancaster [WSRH]

I thought that I wouldn’t like Gosford Hill School, but I soon found out that it 
was actually brilliant. In the morning, you go to a form group where everyone 
is very welcoming and you do fun activities, such as quizzes, or you can have 
some time to do homework or read.

In addition, there are a wide variety of new and interesting subjects you didn’t 
get to do much of in primary school, for example technology, drama and 
music. There are many sporting opportunities as well. If you have a sport 
that you really excel at, there are lots of clubs you can join, where you can 
meet other people with an interest in the same thing and also improve more 
in the sport. I like running, and my proudest moment at Gosford Hill so far is 
representing the school at a cross-country competition.

One of my biggest worries, along with many other people, was actually getting 
lost. In actual fact, it is very easy finding your way around. For my first week, it 
was a bit of a challenge finding the classrooms, but you get to them eventually 
and the teachers and students were more than happy to help. By the next 
week, you start to see how everything joins up.

The best thing about Gosford Hill is that there is something for everybody. 
There are many extra-curricular clubs that you can join, whatever your 
interests. If you like learning different languages, there are clubs for that. If you 
like sport, there are lots of opportunities and clubs. And the school play offers 
a chance to act in the cast, or play in the band if you like music.

Libby-Rose Wheatley [CKWS]

As I walked through the gate I felt nervous as Gosford Hill is bigger than West 
Kidlington but now that fear has swept away I am not as shy as before. I have 
made lots of new friends and I am starting to enjoy my classes – also my new 
teachers are lovely.

I think my top 3 favourite subjects are P.E as I am a sporty person and I enjoy 
it a lot. My second favourite lesson must be DT because at the moment we 
are doing cooking. I enjoy cooking and I am doing more of it at home. My 
third favourite lesson is History as I enjoy learning about the past and I love 
my teacher.

If you are still in primary school and you are nervous about going up to 
secondary school, don’t be, as it is not as bad as you think. You will make a 
lot of new friends like me. All I am going to say is don’t be scared or nervous. 
I have enjoyed my first term – I hope when you move up you will enjoy it too.

Eddie Sulley [TAEE]

I have enjoyed Gosford Hill because in Science you can use chemicals to make a rainbow. Furthermore P.E is fun 
because you can play rugby. I have earned 43 achievement points and when you get 50 you get a special reward. 
Also finding your way around is easy because you get used to it quickly and all you need to do is go to the same 
lessons each week.
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Elise Firkins [CKNN]

My time at Gosford Hill School has been really fun and exciting so far. My 
favourite subjects at the minute are Art and Drama, which are subjects that I 
didn’t really like in primary school. Right now I have many achievement points. 
Gosford Hill is not as big and scary as you might think. All of the teachers 
are very nice and the lessons are so much more fun than in primary school. 
Achievement points are basically passport points like in North Kidlington. 
Gosford Hill is great.

Mallee North [EABR]

Gosford Hill is a huge difference to primary school. The school is bigger and 
you do contact sports such as rugby. My favourite subject is P.E where we 
do rugby until Christmas and learn all the contact skills. Sometimes it can be 
a bit stressful remembering all of your equipment but eventually you get into 
a habit of bringing everything. One day in your English class you will go to 
the Learning Centre and get out an Accelerated Reader book. In Year 7 and 8 
you read for 10 minutes during Period 3 and 5. Once you have finished your 
book you take a test to get a percentage. If you get over 85% you get a star 
and if you get three stars, you receive a free World Book Day book.

Geleno Michael [WAPL]

Hi, my name is Geleno Michael and I would like to tell you about my first few 
days of my secondary school, Gosford Hill School. I started off leaving primary 
school and then it became the three or four days before school starts and 
I started worrying – I didn’t know my way around the school, I didn’t know 
many people and I also heard rumours about bullying in the school.

So my first day of school came and I was slightly late (not a good first 
impression) but luckily a Sixth Former was passing by and Mr. Belmont, the 
Assistant Headteacher, was waiting there. Since I didn’t know where to go, he 
asked the Sixth Former to lead me to my form room. It was very kind of him. 
I entered my form room and the teacher there was welcoming and joyous as 
well. Here I encountered some of my friends from my primary school: Joshua 
Bailey, Ashish Yousaf and my best friend Alfie Machin. We talked to each 
other, to the teacher and got to know everyone in my form.

The days went on and I met new teachers, made new friends, learned new 
subjects like geography, music and drama and found new places in the 
school. Such places like the Learning Centre – a great place to sit around, 
read a book or play a game of UNO! I even received a certificate for earning 
more than twenty-five achievement points in my first term! Unfortunately for 
me I had a headache and had to leave school at lunchtime, but I left school 
thinking that it was an absolutely amazing place to be!
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Staff News

This summer we say farewell to the following members of teaching staff :-

Mr John Sulola and Mrs Katherine Norman

We also say goodbye to the following members of our support staff team.

Mrs Clare Carpen and Mr William Butterfield

Our thanks to all of the above colleagues for their valued contribution to learning at Gosford Hill School and 
our very best wishes to each of them for the future.

In September we welcome the following new appointees :-

Mr Michael Bird (Deputy Headteacher) , Mrs Helen Gillingham (MFL)  Dr Andrew Heaver (Science) and 
Ms Helen Downs (Student Welfare Manager)

Mrs Nicola Cooke
Headteacher’s P.A/HR Officer

On Friday 9th November we held a two minute silence in the Rowley Playground to mark the centenary of the end of 
the First World War. Students from the Scouts, Brownies and other organisations were asked to dress in uniform and 
to lay poppy wreaths, one from each of the four Houses.

Remembrance Day Ceremony



The Gosford Times | December 2018 13

Lilly Emptage wins Gold in Tae-Kwon-Do Tournament

A huge congratulations to Lilly Emptage for winning Gold in October in a Tae-Kwon-Do tournament. She is now 
the UK U14 Black Belt champion and we are proud of her for such a tremendous achievement! Lilly trains with Vale 
Tae-Kwon-Do and is also a member of the England squad. She was chosen to compete back in April 2018 and was 
the youngest competitor. Lilly also trains in Botley and Didcot and is hoping to be selected for the Euros in 2019. 
We are right behind you Lilly – well done and good luck!

MFL Christmas Market Trip to Arras, France

At 2:15am on a chilly morning in earlier December, 
a group of excited Year 8 and 9 students huddled 
together outside the Adult Learning Centre ready 
to depart on a day trip to Arras in France. After a 
long coach journey via the Eurotunnel we arrived 
in Wierre-Effroy to visit a traditional French bakery. 
Here students were given the opportunity to practice 
their French speaking skills with an (ever slightly 
intimidating but hilarious) baker who showed them 
through the process of how to form the perfect 
croissant.

We then travelled to the Christmas market in Arras 
which truly was a sight to behold. Students had fun 
browsing for Christmas presents, riding the ferris 
wheel and enjoying plenty of sugary churros!

Despite a bit of a downpour at the market and a hold-
up at the Eurotunnel terminal, we returned to the UK 
tired but content from a wonderful experience. We 
would like to thank the students for their fantastic 
behaviour throughout. A big thank you also to Miss 
White for organising the trip and to Mrs Davys, Mrs 
Drinkwater and Miss Large for their supervision.

Tommy Birchall,
Marketing, Digital Media & Communications Assistant



14 The Gosford Times | December 2018

Save the date!

The Friends of Gosford 
Hill School Quiz Night 

will take place on Friday 
8th February. Further 

information will be given 
nearer the time!

North Oxford Level 2 Tournaments Results

Debbie Green, Teacher of P.E

Year 7 Hockey team finished 1st in the Plate Competition

Year 9 Netball Team came 1st in the tournament

Year 8 Hockey Team finished 1st in the tournament

Year 10 came 6th in the tournament
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More Careers News...

Year 8
We have run three Human Library events this term 
for our Year 8 students. Employers from the local 
community gave up their time to come into the 
school to talk to students about their working life 
to give them an insight into what opportunities 
could be out there for them in the future.

A big thank you to all involved. We will continue 
to run this activity for our next cohort of Year 8 
students from September 2019.

Year 10
Well done to those students who met the deadline 
for returning your Student Agreement forms and 
to those of you who have already been successful 
in confirming a placement for next June. Those 
of you who have yet to return your signed 
paperwork, please get it back to school straight 
after the Christmas break. If we don’t have signed 
consent you will not be able to participate in the 
work experience week and will remain in school.

A reminder that all placements should be 
confirmed and the Employer Agreement form 
returned to Mrs Franklin by 14th January 2019.

If you require any additional support please speak 
to your form tutor in the first instance, or pop by 
to see Mrs Franklin in the careers library on a 
Tuesday or Wednesday.

Careers News
Careers Library

The Careers Library is now fully up and running. Mrs 
Franklin is based there on Tuesdays 9:15am - 2:15pm 
and Wednesdays 9:00am -5:00pm. There are an array of 
resources available and students from ALL year groups 
are welcome to drop in.

Careers Web

The link to our new on line resource is now available 
via the school website. We are currently in the process 
of getting all students registered, and once this has 
happened each student will be able to create their own 
personal careers log.  Our next step will be to get parents 
registered so they can access information on how to 
support their son/daughters in making the right choices 
for them for their future.

Further updates will follow in the New Year.

Year 11

A big thank you to Abingdon & Witney College and AIM 
Apprenticeships who sent representatives into the school 
on 10th December to work with some of our Year 11 
students.  Students were given information about how to 
apply for college places and apprenticeship positions, the 
different course and apprenticeships that are available, 
and tips on writing CV’s and interview techniques.

Mrs Vikki Franklin
Careers Education Co-ordinator

P.E Kit Notice

During the winter months and colder weather we would like to encourage students to wear baselayers under 
their tops. Female students also have the option of wearing the Gosford Hill track trousers available from 
Stevensons. We are unable to allow boys to wear track trousers due to health and safety reasons. Pockets 
and zips put students at risk during contact sports. However boys can wear baselayer trousers as long as they 
have Gosford Hill shorts over the top.

Pete Green, Teacher of P.E
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CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence. If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September, Friday 5th October, Monday 5th November (1:20pm finish),   
   Friday 25th January (1:20pm finish), Friday 15th February, Tuesday 12th March (1:20pm  
   finish), Wednesday May 22nd (1:20pm finish), Thursday 27th June (1:20pm finish),  
   Friday 28th June.

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

Year 10 Theatre Trip

On Thursday 18th October, a group of Year 10 students 
visited Oxford University for a day of Bertolt Brecht, a 
theatre practitioner. The students attended a lecture from 
a professor who specialises in German literature and an 
Oxford University admissions talk. They also had lunch at 
New College before watching Threepenny Opera at The 
Oxford Playhouse.

Hayley Whitford,
Faculty Leader − Creative Arts & P.E


