
	

November 2018 
 

Re: Accelerated Reader Programme 
 

Gosford Hill School is proud to continue with the Accelerated Reader programme for 
Years 7 and 8. Accelerated Reader is a powerful tool for monitoring and managing 
independent reading practice while promoting a lifelong love of reading for pleasure. 
 
“Children and young people who use AR tend to enjoy reading more, do it more often and think more 
positively about reading than their peers who do not use AR. They are also more likely to see a link between 
reading and their success.” 
 
How does it work? 
 
At its heart, Accelerated Reader is simple. A student reads a book, takes an online quiz, and receives 
immediate feedback. Vocabulary growth and literacy skills development are measured, giving teachers insight 
into how well students have responded to reading schemes.  
 
Students can take a quiz from home between 08:15 – 16:15 Monday to Friday from the Gosford Hill School 
website. From the Curriculum drop-down menu, click Accelerated Reader, click the link to Accelerated 
Reader, login and quiz.  
 
Through the use of individualised targets, teachers can personalise students’ reading based on the quantity and 
complexity of the books they read. It is well known that students develop reading skills most effectively when 
they read appropriately challenging books – difficult enough to keep them engaged but not so difficult that 
they become frustrated. Regular STAR Reading assessments (results can be found on page 8 of the student 
planner) determine each student’s current reading level and the range of book levels they ought to be reading 
in order to make the greatest progress.  
 
How can I help my child become a better reader? 
 
‘Research shows that students’ who read for at least 20 minutes per day outperform those students who read 
less.’ 
 
 



	

Your child will read in school for 20 minutes every day (2 x 10 minutes at the start of lessons). Please ensure 
your child has their Accelerated Reader reading book with them as part of their equipment every day. Failure 
to do so on 3 occasions will result in a detention for lack of equipment.  
 
As with anything, performance improves with practice. Encourage your child to read at home. Create a culture 
of reading in your household by reading with your child, start a home library, visiting your local library or 
bookshop on a regular basis, letting your child see you reading and discussing books that each of you have 
read. When reading with your child, stop and ask questions to be sure your child comprehends what is read.  
 
Reading with your child, no matter what the child’s age, is an important part of developing a good reader, 
building a lifelong love of reading and learning and creating a loving relationship between you and your child. 
Make learning a family affair! 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Hedges 
Learning Centre Manager 


