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We are very proud of Paris Baker (TGBS) for being selected to 
participate in The FA National Performance Camp over the Summer. 
Paris spent a few days at Radcliffe House, University of Warwick, 
training amongst other high level players from across the country. 
Excellent news - well done!
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School Twitter & Facebook Feeds

Paris Baker’s Football Successes

Attendance Statistics: 2017-18

A reminder that new social media platforms have been 
set up for the school, on both Facebook and Twitter, for 
regular news updates, alerts, reminders about upcoming 
events and other articles. You can follow these by visiting 
the links below.

www.twitter.com/GosfordHill
www.facebook.com/GosfordHill1

Below are the overall attendance figures for the last 
academic year. The best overall House was Cherwell with 
94.3%. Well done to all!

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer

Cherwell

CKBE − 97.3%
CTTS − 96.6%
CKWS − 95.1%

Thames

TNBE − 95.7%
TLSH − 95.5%
TJFR − 93.5%

Evenlode

EYBR − 95.1%
EAHY − 95.1%
EADE − 94.9%

Windrush

WHWD − 96.5%
WLCR − 94.3%
WEDY − 94.1%
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Rosie the Elephant returns to Kidlington

Early October saw the highly anticipated return of 
Rosie the Elephant, who was once a much-loved 
resident of the short-lived ‘Oxford Zoo’ in Kidlington. A 
wire sculpture, measuring over three metres high and 
weighing over half a tonne, was cranned into position 
on the Kidlington Roundabout on Friday 5th October. 
Designed by artist Tony Davies, Rosie is located a 
few hundred metres from the former site of the zoo, 
which is now occupied by Thames Valley Police 
Headquarters. She is joined by sculptures of a monkey 
and a stork, as well as one of a zookeeper, which was 
imagined and designed through a series of workshops 
with students from Gosford Hill School.

I was fortunate enough to speak to a lady named 
Christine Townsend, the granddaughter of Lesley 
Adams, who was once a zoo keeper at Oxford Zoological 
Gardens. Christine told me of how her mother recalls 
Mr Adams bringing home a monkey on occasion, which 
would swing from the washing line in the garden! The 
photograph on the left shows Lesley Adams taking Rosie 
for a walk across the zoo, with children enjoying a ride 
on her back.

What a delightful tribute to a favourably remembered 
resident of Kidlington!

Tommy Birchall
Marketing, Digital Media and Communications Assistant

Talented artist, Tony Davies

Workshop with Gosford Hill students 

‘Rosie’ is lowered onto Kidlington Roundabout

Lesley Adams takes Rosie for a walk
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Students in Year 7 were taught vital emergency life 
support skills on Tuesday with the return of international 
‘Restart a Heart’ day, supported by the British Heart 
Foundation. Sessions on how to perform CPR (or 
chest compressions) were held in the Learning Centre 
by volunteers from the military and South Central 
Ambulance Service.

Latest NHS England Data shows that South Central 
Ambulance Service has the best survival rates for out-of-
hospital cardiac arrest, with half of those survivors being 
helped by innocent bystanders doing CPR or using a 
defibrillator.

National ‘Restart a Heart’ Day

Mrs Driscoll said: “We know the importance of CPR in improving life chances of people who have had a cardiac 
arrest, so the opportunity to train 160 students in one day in this vital skill is great. The students really enjoyed the 
session and were still talking about it hours later. It is also lovely for them to meet emergency service workers who 
led the workshops. We now have a lot more young people who will feel confident in knowing what to do in such an 
emergency.”

Throughout the morning, we were joined by representatives from Oxford Mail and local radio station Jack FM. You 
can read their news articles by visiting the following websites:

https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/16987903.thousands-of-heart-heroes-in-training-at-county-schools/

https://www.jackfm.co.uk/news/oxfordshire-news/oxfordshire-school-kids-learn-cpr-for-restart-a-heart-day/
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Othello Review Oxford Playhouse

Victor Oshin brought the role of Othello to life through his range of dramatic techniques which 
portrayed his character of Othello exactly how the audience would want to see him, a madly emotional 
general whose love for Desdemona (Kitty Archer) eventually becomes his ultimate demise.

Victor (straight out of drama school) showed exceptional confidence and stage presence, enabling him to 
captivate his audience as they felt every emotion along with him, allowing the audience to experience 
the emotions that Othello is going through. Victor managed to handle the pressure of the night 
excellently with it being the theatres 80th birthday celebrations the pressure was on for the entire 
cast to put on an excellent performance.

In regards to the cast list, I believe that the choice of cast was amazing and every actor was able 
to portray their character perfectly, however, the choice of casting for Iago lacked luster, with them 
casting such a young Othello I believe they should have cast a younger Iago as well. This would have 
made the relationship that developed between Iago (Paul McEwan) and Othello more believable and 
would have enhanced the realism of the play, also some of the actions Iago performed and with him 
having a younger looking “mistress” it appeared odd to see him embracing her.

To further extend on the realism of the play, the modern twinges that were added to the play by 
director Richard Twyman were not appreciated, the addition of an I-pod and earphones during the 
scene of Desdomona’s impending death made a mockery of Shakespeare’s play and really chipped away 
at the integrity of the production.

However this one downside to the play did not take away from the intensity, most of which is down to 
the ice cold portrayal of Iago and how whatever he did he managed to keep a straight face and held 
an intense gaze with Othello and the audience. The crafting of the monologues was really a spectacle 
to behold, they were intense, strong and powerful as you were left agonizingly waiting for the next 
scene.

The fast pace of the play did reduce the quality of speech, the constant lifts and embraces of 
Desdemona and Othello are a major factor in this, and the production could have been of a slightly 
higher quality had they focused on finer tuning the details within the speech rather than focusing on 
the visual effects so much.

Overall this was a very good all-around performance and the pressure of the night was dealt with 
very well, and the younger actors in the play can be sure of a long and prosperous career ahead of 
them. This was a great example of how you can express Shakespeare’s plays to a young and modern 
audience.

Ben Merrill

The review below is written by Ben Merrill on behalf of Year 13 Language and Literature. He is reviewing Richard 
Twyman’s 2018 production of Othello at the Oxford Playhouse. The English department took Year 13 students to see 
this production on Thursday 20th September.

Linzi Clifton
Teacher of English

Othello Review
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Key Messages from the Start of Year Assemblies

Helping Students to make the Right Choices − Key Messages from the Start of Year Assemblies

Thank you for supporting the ILP day in September − this has helped create a positive start to the year.

 This was followed up with assemblies to set a positive, caring ethos and to clarify expectations to help 
students make the right choices.

Below is a summary so that parents/carers can reinforce the positive messages.

• Mobile phones will be confiscated without discussion if they are seen or heard. They will be collected by 
parents/carers

• Students will report issues to staff. Students WILL NOT approach other students to resolve issues

• There will be NO PHYSICAL CONTACT (including play fighting) between students unless in a supervised 
sporting activity

• Any student who uses social media to intimidate people / undermine the school values /reputation will face 
school and police action

• The vertical tutoring / house system is all about looking after/respecting each other and reporting any 
bullying  

 The vast majority of students set themselves high standards of behaviour in lessons, around the school site, 
in the community and when using social media. Where students make the wrong choices, staff time is taken 
away from our core work of teaching and learning in order to investigate and follow up incidents

Richard Belmont
Acting Deputy Headteacher

Please make sure that all PE kit is clearly labelled with your child’s name. Any kit left in the changing rooms that is 
named will be given to reception, who will return it to the correct student as soon as possible. It is difficult to return 
kit that is not labelled.

Pete Green, Teacher of P.E

Reminder − P.E Kit
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Careers News
Year 8 − Human Library

On 2nd October we ran another ‘Human Library’ event for 
our Year 8 students. We invited a range of employers from 
the local community to come into the school and talk to 
the students about their roles, and how they got into their 
professions.  

We were lucky enough to have employers from a wide range 
of sectors, including the Publishing industry, accountancy, 
construction, biomedical science, manufacturing, an 
archivist and even a sports coach. 

The feedback from our visitors was very positive, and they 
were very impressed with the students involved, stating how 
‘interested and polite’ they were, and how ‘engaged’ they 
were. So well done Year 8, a credit to the school.  

A huge thank you goes out to all of our visitors for their time.

We will be running another event on Tuesday 30th October 
and again on Wednesday 28th November to ensure all 
students in Year 8 have the opportunity to take part.
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More careers opportunities...

NCS − The National Citizens Service (NCS) 
visited school on Wednesday to talk about their 
Autumn programme.

It includes a four day residential stay at an outdoor 
activity centre, followed by a skills conference 
where you will engage in workshops designed 
to equip you with information and skills to help 
prepare you for employment, University Education 
and/or Apprenticeships.

If you are interested and haven’t already applied, 
visit www.ncsyes.co.uk for further details.

Calling all Students from Years 9 to 13

Have you given any thought to your future beyond sitting 
your GCSE’s and or A Levels?

The school is able to access lots of resources to help 
guide and support you in making informed choices 
about your future.

We can run sessions on:

• Apprenticeships − Find out what they are, the 
benefits, and how you can find out more or even 
apply for one.

• College taster days − A local college will come into 
school to talk about college life, what courses are 
available, and how to apply for a place

• CV Writing − Securing ‘that’ job starts now.  Write 
a good CV and covering letter and make that ‘first 
impression’ count.

Please contact Mrs Franklin, Careers Education Co-
ordinator, if you would be interested in any of these 
activities.

There is also a box in the Learning Centre where you 
can fill in a slip with your expression of interest. Please 
remember to include your name and tutor group.

YINI − The Year in Industry (YINI) is a Gap-Year 
option for those students interested in STEM 
subjects, IT and business. It offers the opportunity 
to gain real paid work experience and skills that 
can benefit you during your educational life and 
into employment.

There are opportunities available with 100’s of top 
UK employers in all areas of engineering, science, 
IT, business, marketing and finance.

If you are still unsure of what to do after your A 
Levels, this might be of interest to you.

Further information can be found at:
www.etrust.org.uk/the-year-in-industry

Since the start of term our Careers Advisor 
Siobhan who works for Advizor, has been coming 
into the school working with Mrs Franklin to run 
Career Workshops for Year 11 students.

These workshops provide students with the 
opportunity to explore potential future careers, 
and find out what routes they would need to take 
in order to get to where they want to be.

Some 1-1 interviews with Siobhan have already 
taken place, and arrangements will be made for 
all Year 11 students to attend an interview over 
the next few months.  These interviews provide 
students with the opportunity to discuss in 
more depth any ideas they have, and gain the 
appropriate support, advice and guidance. Look 
out for yellow slips in the registers for your invite!

All Year Groups

What can we do for you?  Are there any activities you 
would like to see run at lunchtimes or after school that 
you think will help you in your quest for a bright future 
beyond your GCSE’s?

Please visit the ‘Careers Library’ (next to the Learning 
Centre) to put your ideas forward or there are slips that 
you can fill in and place in the box located in the main 
Learning Centre.

Parents and Carers

Do you know how you can support your son/daughter in 
making choices about their future? Is there information 
that you think the school could provide to help you 
support them? If so, let us know! Please email the 
Careers Education Co-ordinator, Mrs Franklin:

vfranklin@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

We will consider all requests and do what we can to get 
the most relevant information to you.
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BMW Careers Fest − Tuesday 22nd January 2019

We are pleased to announce that BMW are 
holding another Careers Fest at their Oxford Mini 
Plant in the new year.

There will be numerous employers from a wide 
range of industries taking part, presenting 
the opportunity for students to find out more 
about jobs in different sectors, apprenticeship 
opportunities and much more.

Unfortunately places are limited and we are unable 
to take every Year 10 student. Therefore, we are  
asking any students who would be interested in 
attending this event to complete an expression of 
interest slip, available in student services, and we 
will then pick students at random.

There is the opportunity to attend in the evening 
with your parent/guardian, and further details will 
be provided when we have them.

Year 10 Work Experience

Work Experience − The work experience week for 
current Year 10 students will be 10th-14th June 2019.

Students have now attended an assembly to find out 
more about work experience, and have been given 
guidance packs to support them in their search for a 
placement.

Letters have gone home to parents with key information 
to support them in supporting the students, and 
key information for employers has also been given 
to students so they can provide them with relevant 
information before making any placement offer.

Key dates

Monday 12th November 2018 − ALL Student Agreement 
Forms to be signed and returned to Mrs Franklin by this 
date.

Monday 14th January 2019 − ALL Employer Agreement 
Forms to be returned by this date.

Please note:  Failure to meet these deadlines could 
result in you being unable to participate in the work 
experience week due to the restrictions placed on us by 
the company who carry out all the relevant H&S checks.

Gosford Hill School students were celebrating this Summer having achieved 
excellent results in their GCSE exams. Two thirds of our students achieved a 
‘Standard Pass’ in both English and Maths, while half achieved a ‘Strong Pass’ 
in both English and Maths. We are particularly pleased with our Science results 
as 71% of students have achieved a ‘Standard Pass’ in two Sciences, which is a 
significant improvement compared to last year. 

Many of our students have excelled. Arta Nickfarjam now has eleven GCSEs, six 
at Grade 9; four at Grade 8 and one Grade 7. Jemma Davies is celebrating having 
passed eleven GCSEs including four Grade 9s; four Grade 8s and two Grade 7s. 
Imogen Hunt has achieved eleven GCSEs in total including five Grade 9s; three 
Grade 8s and three Grade 7s. Laura Scaife is very pleased having passed eleven 
GCSEs including two at Grade 9; six at Grade 8 and two at Grade 7. Jordan Kent 
achieved 9 GCSEs including four at Grade 9; two at Grade 8 and a Grade 7.

GCSE Results

Isabel Hedges sat eleven GCSEs in total, two of which were Grade 9; five Grade 8 and three were Grade 7. Alexei 
Hamblin has achieved 10 GCSEs in total including one Grade 9; six Grade 8s and three Grade 7s. Binderiya 
Batsaikhan has also passed eleven GCSEs, achieving one Grade 9; five Grade 8s and 4 Grade 7s. Liepa Moisejeva 
has passed eleven GCSEs achieving one Grade 9; six Grade 8s; three Grade 7s and two Grade 6s. In all 16 students 
achieved seven GCSE passes at Grade 7 or higher (equivalent to A grade) and 27 students achieved five GCSE 
passes at Grade 7 or higher, which is close to one fifth of the cohort. 

There were many other success stories and we want to thank the students for all of their hard work during their 
time at Gosford Hill School and wish them every success for the future, whether that is at Gosford Hill Sixth Form or 
elsewhere. We also want to thank the families for supporting the students and finally the staff at Gosford Hill School 
who have worked tirelessly to help the students fulfil their potential.

Freya and Imogen
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Alexei, Phillip, James, Jago, Esah and Joel − all very pleased 
with their results 

Binderiya was over the moon with her 
fantastic grades

Steve Williams (Head of Sixth 
Form) and Yemi Akinyemi celebrate 

her place at Medical School

A Level Results

Sixth Form students at Gosford Hill are celebrating their results in 
what has been another very successful year. The students’ hard work 
and dedication has resulted in one fifth of all grades being an A*/A, 
which is a tremendous result. Almost 40% of grades were A*-B and 
overall 97% of exams were passed.

Special congratulations go to Jeremy Mbararia who achieved 
A*AAB and will go to study Economics and Management at Lady 
Margaret Hall, Oxford University; Yemi Akinyemi (AAB) who will 
study Medicine at the University of St Andrews; Nithyaa Eswaran 
(A*AA) who is going to study Medicine at the University of Liverpool; 
Chelsea Beahan (AAA) who is taking a gap year with a view to 
studying medicine in 2019; Caitlin Brown (AAA) who is going to the 
University of Birmingham to study Sport, Physical Education and 
Coaching Science; Kylie Pearson (A*A*A) who will be studying Child 
Nursing at the University of Leeds and Asif Timu (A*A*A) who is taking 
Mathematics and Physics at the University of Warwick.

Meg Cripps (Dis.*Dis.*Dis.*) achieved Distinction* in BTEC Health and Social Care and ICT Cambridge 
Nationals, which is equivalent to three A*s. Megan will study Primary Education at Bath Spa University.
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Rosie East (ADis.*Dis.*) intends to study Occupational Therapy at Oxford Brookes University. We also want 
to congratulate Rianne Jhutti (A*AC), Phoebe Littlewood (ABB) and Lizzie Knowles (A*Dis.*) who achieved 
excellent results and are now considering their next steps.

We are very pleased with our individual subject results. 
Students in English Literature performed particularly well with 
45% achieving A* grades! In Maths almost a third of students 
achieved A* or A grades and over half achieved A* - B. We 
also had outstanding results in Music where all of the students 
achieved a Distinction* and in Health and Social Care where 
every student achieved at least a Distinction grade.

Our students were naturally delighted. Asif said he could not 
believe how well he had done and that he ‘felt really good’. 
Caitlin, our Head Girl, was delighted with her results and is 
looking forward to University. Jeremy was calm and assured 
as always and is very excited about going to Oxford University. 
Yemi was thrilled with her results and is looking forward 
to starting her degree in Medicine and ‘getting stuck into 
dissections!’.

We are very proud of our student’s achievements and wish 
them all the very best in their next steps in life. We also want 
to thank family and friends for all of the support they gave our 
students while in our Sixth Form and to all the staff who have 
worked tirelessly to support the students.

Sixth Form Icebreaker

There are certain events when people will know exactly where they 
were at the time. The day Michael Jackson died? Super Saturday 
when Mo Farah, Jessica Ennis and Greg Rutherford all won Gold 
at the London 2012 Olympics. The day Donald Trump became 
President. 

Well ask any Sixth Former where they were on the night of Friday 
28th of September 2018 and they’ll tell you in a heartbeat: The 
ICEBREAKER! 

There was a lot of speculation beforehand; would it be fun? Would 
my friends come? Will I look cool if I don’t go? Towards the end of the 
week leading up to the big night tickets were slowly starting to sell, 
and come 19:00 on Friday evening, the atmosphere was bubbling as 
the doors flew open and people started to rock up. What they found 
was a wonderfully prepared, new look Sixth Form Centre, complete 
with an inflatable gladiator ring, a photo booth and a real-life DJ!

Jeremy Mbararia achieved A*AAB and will 
go to study Economics and Management 
at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford University

Sixth Form News
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The photos were incredible, and the music was 
pumping non-stop for four hours: a big thanks to 
Chelsea Jacques and ex-student Lewis Jones for their 
excellent service. 

The room was bouncing, not even a Mr Williams 
assembly had ever evoked this level of excitement 
in the Sixth Form Centre. Students had a fantastic 
time getting to know each other in the mosh-pits 
and on the gladiator ring, while others could take a 
funky snap together while enjoying the music and the 
refreshments. 

After all the build-up, the students loved it, here are 
some quotes from anonymous students:

“I loved a good boogie” 

“Best party I’ve ever been to”

“Can’t wait for the next one”

The ice has well and truly been broken! Roll on the rest 
of the year!

Jonah Clarke
Deputy Head Boy

The Law Lecture – Good at Games

On the 9th October, a small group of Year 12 students attended a 
law lecture and church service marking the start of the legal year in 
Oxford.

The lecture at the Exams School on the High Street in Oxford, given 
by Michael Beloff called ‘Good At Games’, outlined sports law, 
including ethical issues, anti-doping and justice within the industry. 
This was highly interesting to gain an insight into the true nature of 
law in the industry, and how it has impacted sports men and women 
in the past. Michael discussed past cases within sport law, and what 
can be learnt from them today. 

We then went to Christ Church Cathedral, where we 
attended the annual court sermon, which marks the 
start of the new legal year. The even was attended 
by many important characters, such as the High 
Sheriff of Oxford and Mrs Justice McGowan. The 
service included hymns from the Choir of New 
College Oxford, and a procession of priests, judges 
and barristers. 

Overall, it was an eye-opening and thought provoking experience. 

Jess Downs and Imogen Hunt
Year 12 Students
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CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence. If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September, Friday 5th October, Monday 5th November (1:20pm finish),   
   Friday 25th January (1:20pm finish), Friday 15th February, Tuesday 12th March (1:20pm  
   finish), Wednesday May 22nd (1:20pm finish), Thursday 27th June (1:20pm finish),  
   Friday 28th June.

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019


