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Show My Homework

 Allows you to monitor what home learning is being set 

 All homework should be published on Show My Homework 

 Many subjects set ‘Take Away Hwk’ which is a series of tasks set 
over a term. Students pick the ones they like the most. It is 
designed to help them get organised and meet deadlines 
independently. 

 Others, like Maths, tend to set home learning on a weekly basis 
while others like DT will use to remind students about 
ingredients for DT: Food. 

 Some teachers will record whether the home learning is 
completed in Show my Homework and some tasks, like Quizzes, 
allow you to see what marks you child is getting and whether 
they may need help.

https://help.showmyhomework.co.uk/ArticleDetail/Parents/Monitoring_Homework/My-child-s-homework


Why do schools make you read?

Academic reasons

 Reading for pleasure is more important for children's 

educational development than their parents' level of 

education

 There is a difference in reading performance equivalent to 

just over a year's schooling between young people who never 

read for enjoyment and those who read for up to 30 minutes 

per day.18

 Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once 

a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and 

spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly.19

https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn18
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn19


Financial reasons 

 16 year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of school 
are more likely to secure managerial or professional jobs in later life.24

 In England and Northern Ireland the average hourly wage of workers 
with the highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who 
have the lowest levels of literacy.25

Health and well-being reasons 

 Reading for pleasure has been linked to a reduction in the symptoms of 
depression and to a reduction in the risk of developing dementia in 
later life.28

 People who read books regularly are on average more satisfied with 
life, happier, and more likely to feel that the things they do in life are 
worthwhile. 76% of adults say that reading improves their life and the 
same number says it helps to make them feel good.29

 Research has indicated that reading fiction is associated with higher 
levels of empathy and improved relationships with others

https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn24
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn28
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn29


When will you read?

 Every day for 10 minutes at the start of period 2 and 

period 5

 In your Accelerated Reader lesson with your English 

teacher



What does this mean?

 You will need your current reading book EVERY SINGLE 

DAY

 When you complete a book you will need to go to the 

Learning Centre to collect a new one IN YOUR OWN TIME

 You will need to complete the quiz on your book in the 

Learning Centre at the next possible opportunity

 If you do not have a reading book in your bag there will 

be SANCTIONS after school to help remind you



Accelerated 

Reader 

Report



Gosford Hill School
KS3 Science



Main aims

GCSE has a lot of content, application, maths and 

practical skills questions – we need to prepare students!

To promote a love of science, and independent learning at 

home and school

To build confidence and resilience – by giving students the 

scientific language to follow explanations in lessons and 

feel successful.



CGP’s guide to success – free with the online copy 

of the revision and practice guide



Encourage your child not to attend the next 

lesson before they understand the last…



What can students do at home between 

lessons (even if homework is not officially 

set!)

Examples are given of how to do this in the free guide 

that comes with the CGP revision and practice book 

online. 
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What can students do at home between 

lessons (even if homework is not officially 

set!)

Ultimately, we believe that revision is not simply what we do 

‘before a test’ – rather it is the ongoing consolidation and 

linking of what we have learned as we go that makes students 

successful in Science (and probably other subjects too!)



Pre-learning

Pre learning is a really important way to engage students 

minds with what is coming next and helps them make links 

between lessons. 

Teachers will sometimes set pre-learning tasks using the 

CGP revision and practice book. It doesn’t matter if your 

child doesn’t know or understand everything at this point.

More important is that they identify new key words, ideas 

and perhaps write questions of things they don’t 

understand or are interested in.



Answering exam questions –

practice, practice, practice

 The CGP revision and practice book has lots of 

questions, which teachers will set as homework tasks 

and these will be marked in class.

 We also have a subscription to ‘Educake’ – your child 

will be introduced to this soon if they haven’t already 

been





With instant feedback

Students can track their own marks through a test, and learn 
where they make mistakes as they go. If they disagree with a 
mark, they flag it and the teacher will check and make a 
decision.



And they can review their own 

progress



And you and your child can track 

their progress easily at home



How we assess KS3 science

1. Before a topic students sit a short pre-test

2. At the start of a topic students are issued with key word 

glossaries – they are set a homework to learn these words, 

meanings and spellings – they will be tested on them later in 

the unit.

3. Maths is a big part of the GCSE in Science, so, we want to 

support students early in gaining these skills. We have 

integrated maths based starters into every KS3 lesson. They 

will be assessed on an aspect of maths that links with the 

topic.

4. At the end of the topic they will sit an end of unit test. 



Types of home learning to expect

1) Pre-learning (using CGP book)

2) Spelling and definition learning

3) Maths tasks

4) Educake questions

5) Consolidation learning (using CGP book)

6) Other topic related activities (e.g. making a periscope 

or model cell)



Equipment needed…

£4 from the Learning Centre

£6 from 

the 

learning 

centre



Options Process - Current model

 Students choose their subjects for GCSE after Christmas

 They chose 4 subjects, one of which must be History, 
Geography, Computer Science, French or German

 Up to 30 students selected for Separate Sciences, but then 
miss some option time in order to fit in the extra science 
content. 

 At the end of Year 9 students can choose whether to study RE 
as a GCSE. 

 Some students will take the Alternative Pathway where they 
take less option subjects and take alternative qualifications 
and additional work experience. 





Current model 
Student A – Good at science and enjoys RE:

 Maths; English Literature; English Language; Biology; 
Chemistry; Physics; 4 option subjects and RE means a total of 
11 GCSEs

Student B – Enjoys school but not too keen on Science or RE: 

 Maths; English Literature; English Language; Combined 
Science and 4 option subjects means a total of 9 GCSEs

Student C – Does not find learning easy: 

 Maths; English Literature; English Language; Combined 
Science and at least one option subject plus up to 2 VCERT 
qualifications means a total of 8 GCSEs



Advantages and disadvantages of 

current model 

 Students have three years to study GCSEs but it means 

they make their choices early 

 Students who do not take a language or a subject like 

History or Design Technology only have 2 years of 

learning that subject at school 

 Higher ability students can sit up to 11 GCSEs but is that 

too many? The Government count the top 8. 

 Students may work harder in Year 9 as they have chosen 

subjects, but then they may be ‘bored’ by Year 11 as 

GCSEs are designed to be taken in 2 years. 



Consultation on changes

 Do we want to move to a two year GCSE so students 
choose their option subjects in Year 9? 

 Do we want to make Separate Science an option 
subject, so that students who take Separate Science 
have 3 option subjects and do not miss option time from 
other subjects?

 Do we want to reduce the number of option choices 
from 4 to 3? That means students would sit 8 GCSEs (9 
with RE) and have more time in each subject? 

 If you would like to be involved I will emailing parents 
with a survey and an opportunity to have your say.  


