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For the second time the Year 11 Prom was held at the 
Tally Ho Hotel, which was a suitably impressive venue 
for such an important and prestigious school event.

With the gorgeous weather and blue skies, the guests 
started arriving in an array of amazing vehicles ranging 
from Sport to Vintage cars, Tandem bikes and Harley 
Davidsons.  We even had the traditional Yellow and Red 
kids trike, (adult version). 

The Year 11 students have a particular eye for fashion 
with each dress and suit looking as glamorous and as 
dashing as the next.  Their photos were taken in the 
beautiful surroundings of the venue as they arrived, with 
many more parents/carers and friends joining in with the 
paparazzi!

The evening started with a delicious two-course meal in 
a wonderfully decorated dinner suite. This was followed 
by the award presentations including best arrival, best 
dressed, best hair and many more.  The awards were 
completed with the announcement of the Prom King and 
Prom Queen of Gosford Hill School, 2018 – Izzy Hedges 
and Josh Pipkin.  

The couple received their awards and crowns, cut the 
hand-made cake and then very elegantly took to the 
dance floor for their first dance.  The dancing for all then 
started and the photo booth was open! Photos can be 
viewed by using the following link:

https://bit.ly/2Nd45Pb  

The students were an absolute credit to the school, their 
families and most importantly to themselves as they 
danced the night away at a truly unforgettable evening. 
Many staff also joined in the meal and the fun.

A great night was had by all and I cannot thank you all 
enough for making it so wonderful. A very special thank 
you to Miss Brimble and the Prom committee also as they 
worked to help make the event so special.

Thank you and good luck in the summer, Year 11! 

Hayley Curtis, Prom Organiser

Year 11 Prom at Tally Ho Hotel



Gosford Hill School 85th Anniversary Celebrations

We are very much looking forward to celebrating Gosford Hill School’s 85th Anniversary with you next Wednesday, 
11th July. We have lots of exciting plans including a BBQ, music, archive stand and 1930’s games, as well as tours of the 
school and the unveiling of our new school badge and signage.

Tommy Birchall, Marketing, Digital Media & Communications Assistant

On the 3rd of July a group of Year 9s and 10s went on a brief trip to the JR hospital to learn about and see in action an 
MRI scanner. When we first arrived, the immense magnetic field created by the scanner was displayed. The demonstrator 
grabbed a bottle with a one penny inside it and moved slowly towards it. As if he reached an invisible wall, the bottle was 
pulled out of his hand and jerked towards the machine. The sheer force of the magnetic field held it floating in the air. 
These machines can pick up a double decker bus.

We were then given a brief description of how the machine works. Put simply, the MRI scanner recorded which part of 
the brain worked harder while the patient participated in certain simple tasks.

A hospital volunteer then entered the MRI scanner while we all watched a screen showing images of his brain. When he 
began moving his right hand, we could clearly see the left hand side of his brain using more oxygen than the rest. They 
then performed several other tests suggested by us students such as singing a nursery rhyme. Each time a different part of 
his brain lit up.

Soon after, the tour was drawn to a close and we departed back to school. I, as well as the other students, found this trip 
very interesting and we were glad that we went on it. 

Adam Jenner, 10TJKK

Visit to the Welcome Centre for Integrative Neuroimaging, JR Hospital

Attendance Figures: 25th - 29th June 2018

We had exceptional attendance last week with three tutor groups achieving 100% attendance!!

Congratulations and a huge well done to:

CKBE 100%        CPDS 100%        TNBE 100%

The House Group with the highest overall attendance was Cherwell with 96.7%. Excellent!

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer



Last Thursday, the Sixth Form had their Summer Ball at Hawkwell House Hotel, Iffley. It was a beautiful summers 
evenings, and the hotel was filled with very elegant young ladies and very smartly dressed young men. 

The students enjoyed a three course meal, a chance to gamble (not real money!) at a Roulette and Black Jack table, 
numerous  photo opportunities thanks to our own photographer Tommy Birchall and lots of dancing to round the 
evening off. 

There was a great turnout from not only Sixth Form Tutors, but also teaching staff and members of Senior 
Leadership Team. A great night was had by all, the Sixth Form Committee in particular Caitlin Brown and Rhiannon 
Tomes, put in a lot of hard work to make the night a success.

We received several comments from the Hotel staff that evening about the positive way the student conducted 
themselves. I can’t think of a better way for the Year 13s to end their Gosford Hill Chapter! 

Rebecca Francis, KS5 Pastoral Assistant

Sixth Form Summer Ball at Hawkwell House Hotel

At Gosford Hill School, we like to offer as many opportunities for extra-curricular visits abroad as possible. As a school, 
we are mindful that there are costs to these visits. To enable families to plan ahead, the list below shows the residential 
and foreign visits available for students who will be in Years 8-10 2018-2019.

1. French Christmas market. Date and location to be confirmed but likely to be in November 2018 
and within a day’s travel.          
Cost approximately: £60. Letters and deposits due in September. Duration – 1 day

2. Ypres battlefields visit. Date to be confirmed but likely to be March 2019. Cost approximately: £75. 
Letters and deposits due in September. Payment by instalments possible. Duration - 1 day

3. European Sports Residential – Cologne, Germany 5th-9th April 2019.      
Cost £565. Letters have been issued already

4. Creative Arts Trip. This is for up to 100 students in either Year 9 or 10 who must take a Creative Arts 
subject. The trip involves practical workshops in one or more of the Creative Arts.    
Cost: approximately £550. Dates: 17th-23rd July 2019.

Residential Visits 2018-19



5. Berlin Trip. This is for approximately 40 students from either Year 9 or 10. It would support the study 
of either History or German, but this is not essential for students to go on the trip    
Cost: £414. Dates: 23rd -27th May 2019.

6. French immersion course in Normandy – this is to be confirmed but is in the early planning stages. It 
would be up to 40 students in Years 9 or 10 – for French GCSE students as the course involves lots of 
opportunities to speak French. Cost: £408. Dates likely to be July 2019.     
            
Looking further ahead, students currently in Year 9 will be eligible for the Year 11 ski trip in 2020. 
This takes place in February half term and currently costs between £700 and £900 depending on the 
location available.

Passports

To be able to go on any of these visits, a valid in date passport is required. If your son or daughter is likely to be interested 
in these visits, please ensure they have an up to date passport. We do request a copy of the passport page to be sent in 
with the reply slip, however, if you are in the process of updating your child’s passport, a copy of the old one is enough, 
until you can send in a copy of the new one.

Viability of visits

With visits of this nature, there has to be a viable number of students for the trip to go ahead. We try to avoid cancelling 
where possible, but if insufficient returns and deposits are received by the first deadline, we do have to review whether 
the trip can go ahead. Parents and carers can assist with this process in ensuring a timely return of permission slips and 
deposits. The finance team can always be contacted to discuss staged payments as necessary.

We hope that your child will be able to take at least one of these opportunities in the coming year.

Alison Driscoll, Assistant Headteacher

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover the amazing world of beetles, bees and butterflies. 

If you are aged between 11 and 14 then join us for a free week of 

Insect Investigation 

13th to 17th August 

10.00am – 3.00pm 

Oxford Museum of Natural History, Botanic Gardens, and Harcourt 
Arboretum 

Email:  rodger.caseby@oum.ox.ac.uk  

To find out more and to book your place today! 

 



At Gosford Hill we believe in offering different learning opportunities. As part of this we will be running our annual 
Enrichment Days on Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th July. The school day starts at 8.50 and ends at 3pm on these 
two days. Students will be registered in the morning and must attend as these days are still part of the school term.

Here is the outline of the learning opportunities set up:

Year 7

1. Camp at Youlbury. Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th. Lead teachers: Miss Yardley and Miss White

2. D&T day. Monday 23rd July. For students not going on camp, we have planned a full day of 
design and technology activities. Lead teacher Mrs Hitchcox

3. House Walks. Tuesday 24th July. For students not going on camp, we have planned a walk. 
Students will require a packed lunch. Lead teachers: House Leaders

Year 8

1. Hogwarts Day. Monday 23rd July. All Year 8 will spend the day making potions, caring for 
magical creatures, although maybe not flying broomsticks. Lead teacher: Mrs Williams

2. House Walks. Tuesday 24th July. Students will require a packed lunch. Lead teachers: House 
Leaders

Years 9 and 10

1. Creative Arts Trip. For those on this trip, they will be way for the Enrichment Days. Lead teacher 
Mrs Whitford.

2. Cricket festival at Cheltenham. Monday 23rd July. Students will need a packed lunch. This trip 
was oversubscribed and so students were picked at random from those who had paid by the 
deadline. Lead teacher Mr Gannon

3. Army assault course: Monday 23rd July. for those students not going to Cheltenham or on 
the Creative Arts Trip. This is a half day activity and the army will be on the school site. Lead 
teacher Mrs Driscoll

4. Business Studies Challenge Monday 23rd July: for those students not going to Cheltenham or 
on the Creative Arts Trip. This is a half day activity. Lead teacher Mrs Webb

5. IT exam trial. Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th July. For about 15 selected Year 10 students to 
trial a new IT qualification. A letter will follow about this. Lead teacher Mr Hall.

6. House Walks. Tuesday 24th July. For all students not on the Creative Arts trip. Students will 
require a packed lunch. Lead teachers: House Leaders

Year 12

Monday 23rd July: First Aid course

Tuesday 24th July: day in Oxford, including punting.

Lead teacher Mr Williams and Mrs Francis

Uniform

For students on residential trips, please refer to the kit lists provided by the lead teachers

For students in Years 7-10 on the day trip to Cheltenham, in school based activities or on House Walks all students 
must wear school PE kit for both days.

Enrichment Monday 23rd July and Tuesday 24th July



CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September, Friday 5th October, Monday 5th November (1:20pm finish),   
   Friday 25th January (1:20pm finish), Friday 15th February, Tuesday 12th March (1:20pm  
   finish), Wednesday May 22nd (1:20pm finish), Thursday 27th June (1:20pm finish),  
   Friday 28th June.

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

Lunch arrangements

For students based on the school site on Monday 23rd, the canteen will be open for lunch, although the times for 
lunch will be different to the usual school day

Cheltenham cricket trip: packed lunch will be required on Monday 23rd July

House Walks: packed lunch will be required by all students on Tuesday 24th July

If you have any questions regarding any activities for Enrichment please contact your child’s tutor in the first 
instance or the lead teacher listed above.

Students are expected to be in school on these days. Any student absence must be reported to Mrs Drinkwater 
using the absence line in the usual way.


