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There will be a non-school uniform day on Friday 4th May to raise funds for LGBT 
charities. In support of this event we would like students to wear rainbow colours.

Please note the following:

• Students should bring a suggested contribution of £1 to morning registration 
on Thursday 3rd May.

Non-Uniform Day raising funds for LGBT – Friday 4th May 2018

Year 7 Camp: Youlbury Scout Adventures 23rd - 24th July 2018

As part of this year’s Summer Enrichment Programme, we are very excited to be running a Year 7 camping trip to Youlbury 
Scout Adventures. Youlbury provides a range of exciting activities for young people of all abilities and helps them to 
develop wider skills, such as: leadership, self-discipline, confidence and respect. Students will have the opportunity to 
participate in an extensive range of activities including archery, abseiling and orienteering.

The cost of the trip is £85 which covers travel, activities, evening meal, breakfast and lunch. Please contact Rebecca 
Beadman (rbeadman@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk) if you require financial assistance or would like to arrange to pay in 
instalments. Please also contact us if you need to borrow a sleeping bag as we have a small number available. Tents are 
provided and pre-pitched by the team at Youlbury. For all other enquiries please contact either Miss Yardley (dyar1727@
gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk) or Miss White (annie.white@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk) 

To ensure you don’t miss out on this fantastic opportunity, please return the permission form to the Finance Office before 
Friday 4th May. If you have lost your letter, please collect one from Miss Yardley or Student Services. 

Annie White, Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages

• The normal expectations of punctuality, behaviour and work rate in lessons will apply.

• PE kit will be as normal. Coloured hair will not be allowed.

Thank you very much for supporting an initiative that has come from students and raises funds for a very 
worthwhile cause.

Richard Belmont, Senior Assistant Headteacher (Student Support)

Attendance Figures: 16th April - 20th April 2018

Congratulations to Windrush House for outstanding attendance last week!

The tutor group with the highest overall attendance was WHWD with 100%! Fantastic!

A polite reminder that all absences must be reported to the school between 7:30am and 8:30am.

This can be done be either telephoning the absence line (01865 855378) or by sending an email to the following:

gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk  Please phone to inform the school on each day that your child is absent.

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer



Gosford Hill School 85th Anniversary Event



Careers News

YEAR 8 HUMAN LIBRARY EVENT

On 24th April we ran another Human Library Event for some of our Year 8 students.  They got to meet and 
talk with a range of employers from different skills sectors, with the aim of broadening their knowledge when 
considering their own future careers.  The event was hugely successful, and I am delighted to share some of the 
comments I received from our visitors. “We were overwhelmed by how engaged the students were”.  “How 
refreshing to see such young people so enthusiastic” “The students were very polite and respectful”. I would 
like to say a big thank you to all those students involved.  You should be very proud of yourselves, this type of 
feedback not only reflects well on the school, but also on YOU as individuals, well done.

The next Human Library event will take place on Tuesday 22nd May – Year 8 students who haven’t yet taken part 
will receive an invitation via their form tutors.

WORK PERMITS

Any students that wish to take a part time job must apply for a work permit through Oxfordshire County Council.

The prospective employer needs to complete this, and it must also be signed by a parent/carer.  Please also see 
either your Head of House or Mrs Franklin, Careers Co-ordinator to get the form signed on behalf of the school.

Further information and the application form can be found by clicking on the following link:

https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/employing-children

YEAR 12 STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

UCL will again be hosting 2, Year 12 Gateway Conferences at their Bloomsbury campus.  This is a fantastic 
opportunity for students to learn about a range of different subjects, meet like-minded peers and live a day in the 
life of a university student. 

The themes for the July conferences are:

• Tuesday 17th July - Beyond Medicine
• Thursday 19th July - Identity

 The online application form, as well as full information on both conferences, can be found on the UCL webpage.
The closing date for student applications is 11am on Monday 21st May.

If you have any questions about the conferences, please contact Alex Varilone at wp.post16@ucl.ac.uk

 Year 12 Work Experience – Work experience for Year 12 students is optional, however as a school we would 
strongly encourage you to take this opportunity.  Both universities and employers value the transferable and 
interpersonal skills that students develop by participating in a voluntary work experience placement, and some 
university courses will not accept students unless they complete a minimum number of hours of work experience.
For further information, advice and guidance, and to collect an application form, please see Mrs Franklin our 
Careers Co-ordinator.

UPCOMING EVENTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

University-wide Open Days in June and September

Wednesday 27 June 2018, Thursday 28 June 2018, and Friday 14 September 2018

Individuals and family groups do not need to book to visit the Department of Computer Science as part of these 
university-wide open days. There will be a variety of talks in the department including the admissions process, 
sample lectures, ‘day in the life of a student’ and ‘computer science at Oxford’. A programme will appear online 



nearer to the time. As our department’s priority is to allow prospective students to take part in the open day, we 
only normally accept one guest per prospective student.

Many colleges also have open days that coincide with these dates, so you could add in a visit to a college, or 
even book in for lunch, or overnight accommodation. Booking is required for some of the college-led sessions.

http://www.cs.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/open_days/open_days.html#University-wide_Open_
Days_in_June_and_September

Problem Solving Matters (preparation for the MAT)

Year 12 students. Various dates in June, July and September

The deadline for applications is Monday 4 June 2018.

This course is made up of three face-to-face days (all Saturdays), three summer assignments, and five online 
follow-up sessions. Face-to-face sessions will be held on:

Oxford: 30 June, 21 July and 22 September
Imperial: 23 June, 14 July and 22 September
Warwick: 16 June, 7 July, 15 September

Students applying to certain universities including Oxford to study Mathematics or Computer Science courses 
(including joint honours) at the University of Oxford will be required to sit the Mathematics Admission Test (MAT) 
as one part of the admissions process. This course for year 12 students from state-funded schools, academies and 
colleges is designed to prepare students for the way they will have to think to achieve success in the MAT, TMUA 
and other problem-solving mathematics examinations. The course costs £60, but students can apply for a free 
place. Applications will be prioritised according to socio-economic and educational disadvantage. There are also 
many excellent free online resources to help develop problem solving skills on the Maths Admissions Test page.

http://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/maths-admissions-test
http://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/outreach/problem-solving-matters

 
‘Could we live on another planet?’ Oxplore session

2:00pm on Tuesday 15th May 2018

Join Oxplore for an interactive online event for schools at 2:00pm on Tuesday 15th May 2018. We’ll be discussing 
the Big Question ‘Could we live on another planet?’ with specialists from across the University of Oxford. Tune in 
for debate, competitions, fun facts and the chance to have your say. RSVP here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
oxplore-live-could-we-live-on-another-planet-tickets-45017616904 to receive an email with the link to watch 
and extra classroom materials to help extend the session. If you have any questions, please contact: oxplore@
admin.ox.ac.uk.

Oxford Maths Festival

Saturday 28th – Sunday 29th April 2018

Bringing together talks, workshops, hands-on activities and walking tours, the Oxford Maths Festival is an 
extravaganza of all the wonderful curiosities mathematics holds. Board games, sport, risk and the wisdom of 
crowds courtesy of Marcus du Sautoy are all on the menu. Activities are from age three and up, and require no 
prior mathematical experience. All events are free to attend, but some require pre-booking.

https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/node/28193

 
Want to find out more?

Our Computer Science reading list compiles a list of useful books, resources and activities that can help you 
understand and explore Computer Science.

 www.cs.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/why_oxford/background_reading.html for more information.

Durham: 23 June, 7 July, 29 September
Bristol: dates to be confirmed



Can’t visit us in person? 

Then why not visit our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/DepartmentOfComputerScienceUniversityOfOxford

Find us on Twitter: twitter.com/CompSciOxford

Or check out the latest news and activities happening in the department: www.cs.ox.ac.uk

Vikki Franklin, Careers Education Co-ordinator

Head lice are a common problem amongst school children, and it’s thought that 1 in 3 children aged 4-11 may 
get head lice at some point during the year. It can affect secondary school children in particular if there are 
younger children in the family.

They are whitish to grey-brown in colour, and smaller than the size of a pinhead when first hatched. When fully 
grown they’re about the size of a sesame seed. They can’t fly, jump or swim and are spread by head-to-head 
contact, climbing from the hair of an infected person to the hair of someone else.

A head lice infestation isn’t the result of dirty hair or poor hygiene. All types of hair can be affected, regardless of 
its length and condition.

Effects of head lice can be itching, which is caused by an allergy to the lice rather than the lice biting the scalp. If 
your child is not allergic to the lice, they will not itch so it’s vital you check regularly.

Treating head lice by wet combing, using a specially designed head lice comb:

• Wash the hair using ordinary shampoo and apply plenty of conditioner.
• Use a wide-toothed comb to straighten and untangle the hair.
• Once the comb moves freely through the hair, switch to the louse detection comb. 
• Draw the comb down to the ends of the hair with every stroke, check for lice and wipe and rinse 

the comb.
• Work methodically through the hair, section by section, so that the whole head is combed through.
• Rinse out conditioner and repeat the combing procedure.
• Repeat the procedure on days 3, 6, 9, 12 and 15, so that you clear young lice as they hatch, before 

they have time to reach maturity.

Alternative to wet combing is the use of lotions and sprays – this can be recommended over the counter at a 
pharmacy. 

Head lice take 9 to 10 days to become fully grown. A female head louse may start to lay eggs from nine days after 
she’s hatched. Therefore, to break the cycle and stop them spreading, they need to be removed within 9 days of 
hatching.

Preventing head lice:

It’s difficult to prevent a head lice infestation because head lice are spread by head-to-head contact. However 
regular detection combing for example on a weekly basis – is the best way to find new lice quickly.

Lotions and sprays don’t prevent head lice infestations and should only be used if a live louse has been found on 
your or your child’s head. 

If the lice appear unaffected by treatment, or if the problem persists, seek advice from your school nurse, 
pharmacist or GP. For more information on head lice, go to the following NHS website at http://www.nhs.uk/
Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx. 

Please contact your local School Nurse Team if you would like further advice or support. Contact us at http://
www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people/parents/oxfordshire/school-health-nurses/

Ruth Spencer, School Health Nurse

Head Lice – Top Tips for School Children



Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018


