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On the 7th of March, a group of 14 students from Gosford 
Hill were invited to take part in the open day of the Institution 
of Biomedical Engineering, part of Oxford University. The 
director of the institution, Professor Constantin Coussios, 
introduced us to the event, promising interesting knowledge 
and delicious food! 

The professor did deliver on his promise! We learnt about 
how sound waves can be used to treat cancers, how artificial 
intelligence can help untrained doctors and how MRI scanners 
work and why you don’t bring metals or oxygen cylinders near 
them (Unless you want a $200,000 bill on your hands)!

Institution of Biomedical Engineering Open Day

The Oxford Maths Festival – 28th-29th April 2018

Bringing together talks, workshops, hands-on activities and walking tours, the Oxford Maths Festival is an extravaganza 
of all the wonderful curiosities mathematics holds. Over two days you can immerse yourself in a wide range of events, 
with something for everyone, no matter your age or prior mathematical experience. 

All events are free to attend. Some require pre-booking. For the entire programme, please see: 

https://mathsfest.web.ox.ac.uk or find us on Facebook or Twitter (@OxMathsFest). 

Further details can be found on the attached flyer.

For lunch, a banquet of a variety of different foods and drinks were 
laid out for us – and they didn’t go to waste! Another student from 
Gosford helped himself to 8 sandwiches, a large cookie and a cup 
of coffee!

We ended with a tour of Oxford Universities ‘Department of 
Oncology’, where cutting-edge cancer research takes place. Here 
we were shown bio-reactors that are used to generate artificial skin 
and a machine that keeps donated organs alive by storing them at 
body temperature and feeding them with a supply of fresh blood!

Despite all these interesting inventions, the highlight of my day has 
to be the Singaporean Professor who sketched his genius idea on a 
small sheet of toilet paper! This sheet is kept in the workshop as a 
reminder to show that genius ideas don’t always come from the lab!

Overall, I found this an extremely informative and interesting day! By the end of the day more than half the 
students, from 4 different schools, wanted to be involved in one of the physical sciences and engineering!

Sidharth Panicker, 10CTTS



On Wednesday 11th April, 57 Year 8 students and 6 
members of staff returned from the first ever Gosford 
Hill School Football & Hockey Sports Tour to Paris. 
The trip lasted 5 days with the group departing 
on the 7th April and packed in a wide variety of 
enriching, exciting and memorable activities which 
all members of the tour thoroughly enjoyed. The 
action started on day one with the group enjoying a 
Bateux Parisiens boat cruise through the River Seine 
to capture the many wonderful sights that Paris 
has to offer, and we even found time to have a few 
snaps by the Eiffel Tower!

Year 8 Sports Tour

This was followed by the first round of fixtures against 
local French opposition, with the boys playing against SC 
Dugnay and the girls facing Racing St Germain. It was 
a wonderful experience for the students to play against 
foreign opposition on first class facilities and to top it all of 
the sun was shining brightly. Our opponents were fantastic 
hosts and the teams enjoyed socialising after their fixtures. 
They took very good care of us even providing post-match 
food and a hamper full of gifts for our school.

On the second day the group enjoyed a full day at Disneyland Paris and a meal at Planet Hollywood. The lack of 
voices on the coach on the way home showed just how much the students enjoyed that experience! Day 3 soon 
rolled around, and the students had the opportunity to experience a coaching session from a professional sports 
coach, this was swiftly followed by a very exciting guided tour of the very impressive Stade De France the national 
stadium of France.

Not finished yet though the group then 
proceeded to play their second round 
of fixtures with the boys playing FC 
Châtenay-Malabry and the girls playing 
regional hockey teams. Once again, 
our hosts were very welcoming, and 
the students participated brilliantly in 
exciting football and hockey games and 
the proceeded to socialise with their 
opponent’s post-game.



To round the day off the students had a pizza 
evening in a local restaurant. During the tour, we 
were fortunate to stay at CREPS IDF which is one of 
France’s national centres for the countries elite athletes 
and home of their National Centre for Hockey. The 
girls even got to use the National Centre for Hockey 
facilities, a really nice touch. 

In conclusion, without a shadow of a doubt the trip 
was a resounding success and as expected our students 
were a huge credit to our school. The trip provided 
some memories of a life time and as trip leader ticked 
all of the boxes that I hoped it would by providing our 
students with an experience where they were able to 
develop physical, socially and emotionally.

 I would like to personally thank all 57 students for their conduct throughout the trip as well as thanking Mr 
Goldring, Miss Barrie, Mr Gannon, Miss Curtis and Miss Clifton without whom the success of the trip would 
not have been possible. The 5 members of staff who accompanied me, went out of their way to enhance the 
experience for the students and I know that the students were hugely grateful for their contributions. 

Well done everyone & thank you for making the trip so enjoyable.

Mr L. Smith, Teacher of PE & Trip Leader



Science Department News

For the last week of term, the Science Department celebrated Science Week, exploring the theme of Discovery and 
Exploration. The week was full of challenges, quizzes, competitions, demonstrations, practicals, debates and cinema!

Drawing with chemicals (above) Movie time – Hidden Figures (above)Science debate club (below)

We would like to say a big thank you to the rest of the school for joining in the fun, especially in form time. The poster 
competition was a big success and we had a phenomenal number of posters to choose from! We have short-listed 5 
posters for the national competition and are keeping our fingers crossed for a winner! Congratulations to CHCS for 
winning the form quiz, winning some much deserved chocolates. Well done to the following students who carried out 
the science debate with the help of 6th formers, Emma and Alex Davies, 6th formers; Max Earp, Charlotte Kavanagh, 
Evie Mimpress and Ryhs Williams.

We hope everyone enjoyed it as much as we did and we cannot wait until next year!

Mrs. Williams, Teacher of Science

Staff News

Last term we wished farewell to the following colleagues –

Jackie Fairchild (Assistant Headteacher) and Anne Chaza (Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages).

We also welcomed the following appointees –

Samuel Buckley (Teacher of Geography & Business) and Polly Stein (Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages).

Kerry Parker, Personnel Administrator



Year 7 Camp: Youlbury Scout Adventures 23rd-24th July 2018

As part of this year’s Summer Enrichment Programme, we are very excited to be running a Year 7 camping trip to Youlbury 
Scout Adventures. Youlbury provides a range of exciting activities for young people of all abilities and helps them to 
develop wider skills, such as: leadership, self-discipline, confidence and respect. Students will have the opportunity to 
participate in an extensive range of activities including archery, abseiling and orienteering.

The cost of the trip is £85 which covers travel, activities, evening meal, breakfast and lunch. Please contact Rebecca 
Beadman (rbeadman@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk ) if you require financial assistance or would like to arrange to pay in 
instalments. Please also contact us if you need to borrow a sleeping bag as we have a small number available. Tents are 
provided and pre-pitched by the team at Youlbury. For all other enquiries please contact either Miss Yardley (dyar1727@
gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk) or Miss White (annie.white@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk) 

To ensure you don’t miss out on this fantastic opportunity, please return the permission form to the Finance Office before 
Friday 4th May. If you have lost your letter, please collect one from Miss Yardley or Student Services. 

Annie White, Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages

Tuan Luc a Computer Science student from Gosford 
Hill has developed a new Game App which is available 
from the Google Play store as a part of his World 
Challenge fund raising. This is a massive achievement 
and points to a great future in computing. The idea of 
the game is simple... you have to tap the blocks before 
they hit the ground. The game is addictive a frustrating 
in equal measure – exactly what mobile gamers are 
looking for in their games.

Tuan’s father said: 

“Despite my advice to make money by washing cars and mowing lawns he decided to write a phone/tablet app 
for his fundraising work. After a lot of time and hard work learning and using Android Developer Studio and 
Java, restarting the project on Unity using C# scripting, Tuan managed to pull it off. He has successfully designed, 
written, and published his “BlokBuster” game app on the Google Play Store”

This is exactly the skill set that students will need in the future in terms of technical expertise and resilience. 
Tuan has had to learn two very complex scripting languages to achieve this and is to be congratulated. The 
game is available on the Google Play Store and contains in-app purchases to help with Tuan’s World Challenge 
fundraising. The link is as follows:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.StrikeGames.BlokBuster&hl=en_GB

Please support Tuan’s fundraising by downloading the game and making in-app purchases.

Chris Hall, Computing Business and Languages Faculty Leader

GHS Student Develops “BlokBuster” Game App For The Google Play Store

Careers News

INTERESTED IN A CAREER WITHIN THE BUILDING TRADE?

A local family run business, Nicolls, is currently recruiting for a Counter Sales Assistant in Kidlington. Please see 
flyer for further details and how to apply.



IS SPORT YOUR THING?

Are you in Year 11 about to sit your exams and still not sure what to do afterwards?

GPS Oxford is a football education company that train and study at the state of the art facilities of Tilsley Park in 
Abingdon. They offer a range of courses for potential football players as well as students who have a passion for 
football and sport that want to study the subject further but are just not interested in playing it. 

For more information please follow the link www.globalpremiersoccer.co.uk/gpsoxford or see Mrs. Franklin, 
School Careers Co-ordinator.

ARE YOU A BUDDING SCIENTIST?

CSR Group Oxford are looking for students who are passionate about Science to join apprenticeship programmes 
in Oxford this September.

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

The Oxford BioEscalator is a new and exciting project at the University, where small and growing bioscience 
companies will be nurtured to enable them to develop some of the great ideas that come out of the University 
medical research labs and move them towards the clinic. They are looking for a laboratory technician apprentice 
to join their team, more info and how to apply here: 

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/-259951

OXFORD IMMUNOTEC

Oxford Immunotec Global PLC is a global, high-growth diagnostics company focused on developing and 
commercializing proprietary tests for the management of underserved immune-regulated conditions. They are 
looking for a Science Manufacturing apprentice to join their team, more info and how to apply here: 

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/-258199

ENGINEERING APPRENITICESHIP ANYONE?

Please see the flyer for details of current vacancies.

To apply, please visit the following website and click on the apply now button to complete the online 
application form.

http://www.theengineeringtrust.org/apprenticeships/applynow/

LOOKING FOR A PART TIME OPPORTUNITY?

Kirtlington Polo Club are offering weekend work to students called ‘Gold Judging’. They will be holding an open 
event on Saturday 21st April, with weekend work starting in May through to September.

If you are interested, please contact Fiona Kalies on 07748 629510 for further information and details on how 
to apply.

SKY HOME SERVICE APPRENTICESHIP

You’ve probably never considered an apprenticeship in Sky Home Service before – but if you’re looking for a job 
that gives great support and excellent benefits, this could be the perfect place for you.

Our team of Home Service Installers visit over 4 million people in their homes every year, delivering amazing 
customer service while installing the latest Sky technology. Think you know what it’s like to be a Home Service 
Installer at Sky? Think again. We’re looking for candidates who are thinking about alternatives to university and 



have a passion for working at Sky. As well as earning a real wage, the candidates will gain a nationally recognised 
qualification (Level 2) while working alongside acclaimed professionals in the field. We have opportunities in 
various locations across England and Wales and will be looking for apprentices based in the following postcodes:

Locations: London – Any SW/W Postcode, Oxford – Any OX postcode, Peterborough – Any other PE postcode 
(Excluding PE20-PE25), Bristol – Any BS postcode, South Wales – Any NP/CF postcode, Hemel Hempstead – Any 
HP postcode, Portsmouth – Any PO postcode, Southampton – Any SO postcode.

Your students can find out more about our programmes and/or apply directly through our website or by following 
the links above. Our Home Service applications are open until May 2018 but we may close earlier than the 
deadline due to volume of applications.

Vikki Franklin, Careers Education Co-ordinator

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Discover  the creativity and intrigue of 
mathematics, with activities for all! 

 

Mathematical Walking Tours 

Wisdom of the Crowds (with Marcus du Sautoy) 

Talks and Workshops 

Hands-on Activities 

Mathematical Board Games 

Crafty Maths 
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OxfordMathsFestival @OxMathsFest 



Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

And the winner is...

Sidharth Panicker (Year 10) has regained the title as Gosford Hill’s Delancey Chess Tournament winner 2018 with the 
last match culminating in a rivalrous encounter with his brother Advaith Panicker (Year 8).

Approx. 40,000 children from over 1,200 schools take part in the challenge. The event starts with a 7 week 
tournament in school, qualifying students then attend the local Oxfordshire Megafinal. Students who qualify from the 
Megafinal can then go on to the Southern or Northern regional Gigafinals, with the National Terafinal deciding the 
winner in the summer. Students who attended the Megafinal were Sidharth Panicker, Advaith Panicker, Max Moss, 
Adam Jenner, Idris Tanvir and Freya Page-McFadyen. I am pleased to announce that Advaith Panicker has successfully 
qualified for the Gigafinal.

All players in this year’s tournament were treated to a visit from County Chess Master & English Chess Federation 
Coach, Carl Portman (sporting his combat attire). Carl brought some progressive chess move ideas to the table and 
demonstrated ‘a random mix of fun and punchy stuff for all students to get involved in’.

Mrs. Hedges, Learning Centre Manager

Delancey UK Schools Chess Challenge 2018



Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


