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Last Friday, you may have noticed several “Where’s Wallys”, a few Smurfs and a diverse range of other 
characters wandering around the school. This was because Sixth Form students dressed up as childhood 
cartoon and television favourites in an attempt to raise money for Sport Relief 2018. This was accompanied 
by multiple matches of Sixth Form student versus staff dodgeball in the Sports Hall at lunchtime.

Some were lucky enough to accurately throw and eliminate their oppositions successfully; others less 
fortunate, including some hits on the head and a few blows to the stomach. Being soft dodgeballs, teachers 
did not hold back - even Mr Williams - when aiming for students: perhaps those who forgot to hand in 
their homework for recent lessons! Thanks to the Sixth Form Committee for organising the event, to all the 
spectators who donated, and to everyone who participated to make the occasion a success. £165.18 was 
raised for Sport Relief 2018.

Ollie Birchall, 12WESY

Sixth Form vs Staff Dodgeball for Sport Relief 2018

Visiting Speaker from Solid State Logic

Students in Years 8 to 10 were very fortunate to meet an 
engineer from a local engineering company, Solid State 
Logic, who design and produce audio equipment for the 
music industry. They learned all about different careers 
in engineering, the skills you need and the types of 
qualifications you need. They then learned about what they 
do at Solid State Logic and about the industry as a whole. 
The students asked lots of purposeful questions and had a 
very productive afternoon. I would like to thank Charles 
Pickers, from Solid State Logic, for giving up his time and 
preparing such a high quality presentation. 

John O’Regan,
Assistant Headteacher  



Gosford Hill have been represented by five girls teams at the recent Oxfordshire County Finals in Hockey 
Year 7 and 8, Netball Year 8 and 10 and Cross Country Year 7. The netball finals took place at The 
Community Arena at Oxford City Football Club on Monday March 26th. The Hockey and Cross- Country 
took place at Tilsley Park on Tuesday March 27th. Only the top team from each age group represented their 
respective area at the county finals. The teams were all outstanding!

The Year 10 Netball team finished 4th.

Players of the tournament: Lizzy Sulley, Harriet Symes

Results: King Alfreds Won 12-3: Lord Williams Lost 6-4: Gillotts Lost 8-4: Burford Lost 5-4

Year 10 Team: Libby Giles, Lizzie Sulley, Georgia Sanderson, Amy Lawrence, Harriet Symes, Laura Bateman, 
Rebecca Preston.

The Year 8 Hockey team finished 1st after a round 
robin of six games.

Players of the tournament:     
Lucy Hayes, Phoebe Pipkin

Results: Oxford Academy Won 8-0: Woodgreen Won 
1-0: Wallingford Won 2-0: Warriner Won 1-0: Henry 
Box Won 2-0: Gillotts Won 2-0.

Year 8 Hockey Team: Lea Hague, Grace Barrett, 
Rebecca Pegden, Taylor Jenkins, Lucy Hayes, Millie 
Mackenzie, Isabelle Thacker, Phoebe Pipkin, Faith 
Toon (picture left).

Year 7 Hockey team finished 2nd after their pool 
games, semi-final and final.

Players of the tournament:    
Charlotte Griffiths, Fiona Baker.

Results: Pool games: Oxford Academy Won 6-0: 
Henry Box Won 3-0: Wallingford Won 2-0. Semi 
Final Burford Won 1-0: Final Gillotts Drew 0-0 after 
extra time lost 3-1 on penalty flicks!

Year 7 Hockey Team: Zoe Spokes, Lucy McGrath, 
Amelia Pearson, Gemma Blake, Charlotte Griffiths,

Aisha Hussain, Jaya Smith, Fiona Baker, Ella Joyce, 
Sophia Garcia (picture right).

Oxfordshire School Games Finals March 2018

The Year 8 Netball team finished 4th overall. 

Players of the tournament:     
Tara Nickfarjam, Taylor Jenkins

Results: Bartholmew Won 13-4: Didcot Lost 10-5: 
Cherwell Lost 11-10: King Alfreds Lost 10-5. 

Year 8 Netball Team: Melissa Page, Tara Nickfarjam, 
Taylor Jenkins, Rebecca Pegden, Lucy Hayes, 

Sian Davies, Isabelle Thacker, Phoebe Pipkin, Alessia 
Ilie (picture right).



Careers News

CALLING ALL YEAR 11 STUDENTS… 
Are you interested in developing your personal and social skills?

The National Citizen Service (NCS) came into school on 14th March to deliver a presentation about the summer 
programmes they are running this year.  This a great opportunity at a fantastically low price, and it’s not too late to sign 
up.  If you are in still interested, full details can be found on the school website under ‘Curriculum’ then ‘Careers’ and 
also on the school’s ‘S’ drive under ‘Careers’ then ‘NCS’.  You will need to contact the NCS team directly if you would 
like to reserve a place.

Year 7 Cross Country Team finished 1st with 
individual medals for 2nd and 3rd.

Outstanding individual runners of the day: Lucy 
McGrath 2nd, Ella Joyce 3rd.

Year 7 Cross Country Team: Zoe Spokes (8th), Fiona 
Baker, Charlotte Kavanagh, Lucy McGrath (2nd). 
Sophia Garcia, Ella Joyce (3rd), Ellie James (33rd), 
Jaya Smith (picture left).

Debbie Green, 
Teacher of P.E

All Year 7 have signed up for The Edge Apprentice Level.

PIXL Edge is a way to recognise the “attributes” that our students have, particularly in 5 key areas. These are 
leadership, organisation, resilience, initiative and communication. The CBI and other employment bodies 
recognise this programme for the employability and personal skills it encourages in young people. It gives 
students something to talk about in interviews for jobs and college places when they are asked to show how 
they communicate well, for example.

How it Works

Students will complete 10 tasks, 2 from each “attribute” over a period of time up to about 18 months. They 
choose their challenges from a list of thousands on the Edge database. Some of these are one- off, individual 
tasks, some take a bit longer to complete, such as mowing a lawn for an elderly neighbour for 6 weeks. 

The Edge is, however, not just about the completion of the challenges; it is also about the reflection the 
student makes about what they have learned or gained from the experience. Students can only complete a 
challenge when they have written up their experience on the site.

Students choose challenges and keep their profile updated in their own time. They will be supported by their 
tutors in school during academic mentoring when they can use school time to update their profile. Students 
can ask for the support of any teacher in school if they have an idea of what they want to do. For example, 
they may wish to set up an in school newspaper, or run a club, or lead part of a lesson. 

Students can use existing hobbies or skills. However, they need to write up the impact of that hobby into 
their profile. For example, a student might do Tae Kwondo. In order to make this count, they would need to 
find a challenge about getting the next belt colour at the next grading, then write up their experience. Or 

Year 7 PIXL EDGE Programme



they might be preparing for a music exam and can write that up. Alternatively, they might ask their sports 
coach if they can lead part of a session, or be responsible for sorting the kit for 8 weeks.

Students might start something new. They might want to choose a challenge about starting a club or sport, or 
musical instrument.

Students might use community service activities and reflect on what they have learned about this. 

In summary - if someone (teacher, coach) has told a student they must do something as part of an organised 
activity, it does not count. If however, a student has volunteered to start something, or be responsible for 
something or lead something within the structure of school or a club or hobby, then that can count, as and 
when they write it up.

Support for Students in School

Every Year 7 student has received a personal log in. Students have had an IT lesson in which they have 
explored the Edge site and chosen one or two attributes they wish to work on now. 

Academic mentoring on Wednesdays for Year 7 will take place in an IT room. Tutors will monitor students’ 
progress and completion

Students already have access to Magellan for remote access to the school’s student drive. There is an Edge 
folder there, with the student handbook and instructions and guidance. They can refer to this at home, or 
show it to you if they need help.

The Website

https://theedge.pixl.org.uk/

This can be accessed on any tablet or phone, as well as a PC or laptop. It is not yet an app, but does behave 
like on if opened on a device. This means students can update it anywhere

How can I support my child?

1. Talk with your child about their plans and ideas. Get them to show you the website.

2. You child should be working on the Edge independently. However, as parents, it would be useful if 
you had conversations about their progress every now and then, or reminded your child to write up 
what they have learned from completing a challenge.

3. Support your child when they choose the next attribute/skill. We have found that some students might 
be a little unrealistic as to what they need to do or can do to complete a challenge. In conversation, 
you can help them modify their plans to keep it manageable, realistic and thus more likely to be 
completed. If they are not sure, students can always ask me or their tutor. In April, there will be 
parental support materials available in the same place. There is likely to be a parent forum on The 
Edge in the summer term as well.

4. Talk with your child about what they have learned from the experience. Support them in how to write 
this up in a short paragraph on the site.

Thank you for supporting this exciting personal development opportunity.

Alison Driscoll, Assistant Headteacher Staff and Student Development

Attendance Figures: 19th - 23rd March 2018

Well done to Cherwell House for achieving highest overall attendance last week with 95.1%.

The top three tutor groups were: CHCS with 98.8%, CKNN with 98.4% and CKBE with 97.5%.

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer



Blackwell’s Bookshop Visit

Last Friday a lucky group of Year 7 students were selected to go on a visit to Blackwell’s Bookshop in Oxford. They 
were given a behind-the-scenes tour of the amazing building, and were even allowed inside the ‘Gaffer’s Office’. These 
offices have been restored to their original decor when Benjamin Henry Blackwell, founder of the bookshop, used to 
work there. The students were allowed to inspect The Gaffer’s personal belongings (ink well, pen, pipes etc...), and try 
on his hats and mortar boards, as demonstrated by Evan, Artin, Sam, Gabriel and Barnaby above.

The students were then given a talk by the conservator in the Rare Books Department. This included showing the 
students first edition signed copies of the Harry Potter books, an original collectable series of David Copperfield, an 
original copy of The Canterbury Tales and a braille copy of Harry Potter signed by JK Rowling.

Following the talk, the students were allowed free reign over the bookshop, and were sent on a scavenger hunt. The 
winners with most items collected correctly were Megan, Maddie, Annabelle, Alys, Jasmine and Alice (pictured above) 
with their book prizes.

The Year 7s were fortunate that the Oxford Literary Festival was also taking place, so they were allowed to explore the 
Lit Fest tent which was situated in the Bodleian courtyard.

A huge thanks goes to our School Liaison Manager at Blackwell’s, Rebecca Waiting, for a totally awesome morning.

Mrs. Hedges,
Learning Centre Manager

Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018



Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


