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There has been plenty of excitement within the school this 
week with the return of the annual musical production. On 
Wednesday evening, the lights were dimmed and the scene 
set as our talented students took to the stage to perform our 
take on the classic tale of Mary Poppins.

This year our production features an impressive set and 
delightful costumes as we welcome many new faces joining 
our fantastic cast. We still have a few tickets which will 
be available on the door for this evening and tomorrow’s 
performances. We hope to see you there!

Tommy Birchall,     
Marketing, Digital Media & Communications Assistant



On the 15th of March, twelve Sixth Form students visited the Department of Pharmacology at Oxford University 
to investigate the MRC Brain Network Dynamics Unit. 

Upon arrival, we sat in on a lecture presented by Professor Paul Bolam about the importance of animals in 
medical research and discussed the ethics behind their work. We then had the opportunity to speak informally 
with Unit members in small groups about key concepts in regards to brain research and what it is like to work 
in STEM. We were given the privilege of taking part in ‘hands-on’ science and got to view laboratories for 
ourselves. Some of the key concepts we explored included; stimulation of the human brain, the correlation 
between the brain and Parkinson’s Disease and using computer models to portray brain functions.

On the behalf of Gosford Hill, I’d like to thank the university for this exceptional experience which gave us a 
further insight into this line of work. Also, many thanks to Mrs Barnes for arranging this event and for allowing it 
to go ahead.

Amber Heaton, 12EAHR

Sixth Form Visit to the Department of Pharmacology at Oxford University

Careers News

‘THE HUMAN LIBRARY’

This week, a selection of Year 8 students were involved in our Human Library event. We invited employers 
from a variety of sectors to come into the school and talk to students about their jobs. Students were given the 
opportunity to ask questions about how our ‘humans’ got their jobs, what they had to study, what they like and 
don’t like about their jobs. It was a great opportunity for students to engage with employers, and wider their 
knowledge of potential future careers.

Hugely successful, our visitors have kindly agreed to participate in future events, so I am pleased to say that we 
will be planning more dates so that the rest of Year 8 also have the opportunity to do this.  Thank you to all of 
those involved.

WORK EXPERIENCE

The official deadline for all work experience placement paperwork to be returned to school has now passed. I am 
pleased to say that 60% of year 10 students have now secured their placements, so well done. This does however, 
still leave a large proportion of students with no placement.  I can still accept late paperwork, I just cannot 
guarantee the placements will go ahead due to the H&S checks that must be carried out well in advance of the 
placement dates.

Please do as much as you can to find your own placements. Although I have a limited number of placements that 
have been offered to the school, many of these are not local, and may not be in a sector that you would necessarily 
chose to work in.



Careers News

INTERESTED IN LAW?

After the success of last year’s pilot, The University of Oxford’s Pathways to Law Programme is recruiting students 
from local schools to attend ‘The Trial’. The programme is a 2 day event being held in April. For further details 
including the dates and how to apply, please see the flyer below.

Vikki Franklin, Careers Education Co-ordinator

In Year 10 or 11 and interested in the law? Ready to practice your  
advocacy skills? 

The University of Oxford’s Faculty of Law, in collaboration with Maitland Chambers, would like to 
invite you to attend “The Trial”. The two-day event will involve a law masterclass and advocacy 
training by University academics and Maitland Chambers’ barristers, and culminate in a mock   
trial. The event is in 2 parts:  

Session 1: Friday 27 April, 16:30 – 18:30 

Session 2: Saturday 28 April, 09:45 – 16:30  

The event is free and assistance with the cost of travel is available on request.   

How do I attend?  

Please ask your teacher, or email us at pathwaystolaw@admin.ox.ac.uk, to request access to the 
online application form. To be eligible to attend you must be in Year 10 or Year 11, attend a state-
funded secondary school in Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire or Berkshire, and be available to 
attend both days of the event. 

The deadline for applications is  

Sunday 15 April 

Any questions?  

 pathwaystolaw@admin.ox.ac.uk @ 



British Science Week 2018

Attendance Figures: 12th March - 16th March 2018

The House with highest overall attendance was Windrush with 93.3%.

The tutor group with the highest overall attendance was WLCR with 98.6%.

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer



CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019


