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We are delighted to share with you that Paris Baker, a gifted footballer 
in 8TGBS, has been selected to take part in the FA Girls’ Regional 
Development Camp in the London West Region.

Talented Paris will attend the event at the prestigious Bisham Abbey, 
Marlow in early April. This is a fantastic opportunity for her to train 
alongside other talented female footballers from across the region. Paris 
has played for Oxford United since the age of 7 and regularly enjoys 
playing for our school team.

Fantastic news - congratulations Paris!

Tommy Birchall, 
Marketing, Digital Media & Communications Assistant

Paris Baker to participate in the FA Girls’ Regional Development Camp

Friends of Gosford Hill School Quiz Night

The ‘Friends’ of Gosford Hill School are delighted to announce that the Quiz Night on Friday raised £1,127.00, which 
will go towards improvements at the school.  

We would like to thank everyone who came along to support the event both by taking part in the quiz and in helping 
to prepare and provide for it.  We were particularly pleased to have two tables of teachers who leant us their support.

Special thanks must go to our quiz master and his very able assistant, Mr Baker and Ms Hamdy, they created a fun and 
challenging quiz which was enjoyed by all and we are very grateful to them for giving up their time to prepare and 
host the quiz.

Charlotte Devlin, Friends of Gosford Hill School



Sports News

During the week beginning 5th March 
2018, Gosford Hill School took part in four 
District Final Tournaments in both netball 
and hockey for Year 7, 8, 9 and 10. With the 
added pressure of sitting at the top of the 
league tables, remaining undefeated in Year 
8 netball, Year 9 hockey, Year 10 hockey and 
holding second place for Year 7 netball, the 
girls were keen to uphold their reputation of 
being ‘the ones to beat’.

Following excellent teamwork, determination 
and skill, the Year 8 netball team and Year 
10 hockey team brought home the first two 
shields for Gosford on Tuesday 6th March 
2018. Both teams played to their strengths 
and continued to play that the top of their 
game, despite gaining an early lead. Player 
of the tournaments – Phoebe Pipkin, Tara 
Nickfarjam and Harriet Symes.

Revision Tips for Students – Part Five

Your child should have brought home a booklet full of specific tips and 
strategies from every subject to support revision. That should now be 
the basis for revision from now on, as well as the classes we are putting 
on at school, Easter revision sessions and all the tips that have been 
published in the newsletter over the past few weeks. As a reminder, the 
top tips are:

• Help your child draw up a realistic revision timetable. Be 
very specific about what will be studied and when.

• Help your child organise their work. Use the exam board websites to download resources, check that 
they have the equipment they need such as revision cards and make sure they have revision guides. 

• Help your child stay healthy. The brain uses a lot of energy! Young people need good food and plenty of 
water to give them the energy they need to thrive. Regular bedtimes are more important than ever and 
ensuring they get a break, such as a walk or a swim, will really help them learn. 

• Help your child maximise their time. Revising should not be reading revision guides or old notes. It must 
be active so use the strategies that have been published over the past few weeks and those in the student 
booklet. Past paper questions are the most effective use of revision time, when used alongside more 
traditional study methods. 

If you have any worries or questions please get in touch with the school and we will help! We know it is a stressful 
time for the students and their families and we can offer support in all kinds of ways. We also know that the best 
way to alleviate and avoid the damaging stress is to be as prepared as possible and ask for help if needed, as we all 
want the same thing – happy and successful young people doing as well as they can and being prepared for their 
next stage of their life!

John O’Regan, 
Assistant Headteacher

Year 8 Netball – District Final Winners (right)

(Left to right) – Taylor Jenkins, Alessia Ilie, Lucy Hayes, Rebecca 
Pegden, Sian Davies, Melissa Page, Phoebe Pipkin, Tara Nickfarjam 
and Isabelle Thacker.



Year 9 Hockey District Final Tournament Winners (above)

Left to right: Holly Baker, Ruby Devlin, Amy Neale, Jess 
Mallaghan, Amber Parker, Jess Soares, Amelie Prior, Abi 
Owen, Thara Parthipan (C), Honor Kneafsey. 

Year 10 Hockey District Final Winners (above)

Left to right – Laura Bateman, Amy Lawrence, Rebecca 
Preston, Olivia Thacker, Lexie Horn, Georgia Sanderson, 
Ella Littlewood, Harriet Symes.

On Thursday 8th March 2018, it was the Year 9 hockey and the Year 7 netball teams’ turn to compete. Following a 2-2 
draw in their first game versus Warriner, the girls were quick to point out areas for improvement and go out fighting for 
the win in their second game. Here, they soon took the lead resulting in a 4-0 win versus Blessed George Napier. Their 
winning streak continued and the girls’ hard work was rewarded with them bringing home the third shield of the week as 
District Final Tournament Winners. Player of the tournament: Jess Mallaghan for some excellent saves as Goal Keeper.

The Year 7 netball team attended their first netball District 
Finals Tournament this week. Having secured second 
place in the league they knew it was going to be tough 
competition as they were competing against only the top 
teams.

Suffering a shaky start and taking a little too long to settle 
into the game, BGN soon took the lead in their first game. 
The team managed to pull it back from 4-0 to a final score 
of 4-2 but unfortunately their efforts were not enough and 
they weren’t left with enough time to secure a draw.

Having lost their first match, the girls did not lose their 
spark and were determined to secure an overall third 
place in the tournament. Their final match saw them take 
to court versus The Bicester School where some excellent 
shooting from best player Ella Joyce and some strong 
interceptions from Fiona Baker and Lucy McGrath down 
the centre court secured them the win of 4-0.  

This resulted in their girls finishing in third place, an 
achievement they should be extremely proud of. 

Left to right – 

Zoe Spokes, Lucy McGrath, Amelia Pearson, Fiona Baker, 
Amelia Allen, Jaya Smith, Ella Joyce, Sophia Garcia, 
Charlotte Griffiths.



World Book Day Activities 
A Week of Celebrations for World 

Book Day 2018 
 
Patron of Reading Ben Davis visits Y7  
Y7 students have an inspiring and hilarious talk 
from Ben 
Book Swap  
Students exchanged books that they have finished 
reading 
Blackwell’s Bookshop visit for Y7s  
This will now take place on Friday 23rd March 
 

Free World Book Day Book for All Y7s 
Y7 students receive a free book which is written 
especially for WBD 2018 
 
Teachers Read Extracts from their 
Favourite Books during Registration 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Stations in the Learning Centre  
Blackout poetry, story dice, story creation from images using the senses and items hidden 
in a suitcase, design a World Book Day token, re-design your favourite book cover… 
 

World Book Day 2018



Upcoming Events

Attendance Figures: 5th March - 9th March 2018

The House with highest overall attendance was Cherwell with 94.9%.

The tutor group with the highest overall attendance was EADE with 98.8%.

A polite reminder that all absences must be reported to the school between 7:30am and 8:30am.

This can be done be either telephoning the absence line (01865 855378) or by sending an email to the following:

gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk  Please phone to inform the school on each day that your child is absent.

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer

Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

FREE! 
GIRLS TASTER 
SESSIONS

#GIRLSGOLFROCKS

GIRLS, LEARN TO PLAY 
GOLF IN A FUN WAY THAT...

FROM:  SATURDAY 21ST  APRIL  
        TO SATURDAY 12TH MAY 
              at THESE PLACES IN: OXFORDSHIRE 
 > Perfect for girls aged 5-18 years   

> No experience necessary!

> No equipment needed, just wear comfy 
 clothes, trainers & join in the fun

Contact your nearest club to book 

your FREE place or you can book at 

                girlsgolfrocks.org

Tadmarton Heath Golf Club
Saturday 21st April @ 2-4pm

(followed by hot chocolate and the opportunity 

to book onto follow on coaching)

Contact John on 01608 730047    johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk

Burford Golf Club
Sunday 29th April @ 9.30-11.30am

(followed by hot chocolate and the opportunity 

to book onto follow on coaching)

Contact Duncan on 01993 822583 Opt.2   

pro.burford@gmail.com

Cotswolds Golf Club 
Sunday 29th April @ 1-3pm

(followed by hot chocolate and the opportunity 

to book onto follow on coaching)

Contact Danny on 07581 097746    cngolfacademy@gmail.com

Kirtlington Golf Club
Saturday 12th May @ 2-5pm

(followed by family fun day activity)

Contact Andy on 0800 587 2489    andy@andytaylorgolf.com

ROCKS! 



Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


