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On Monday 26th February 2018, we were privileged 
to have Ben Davis, an international author, come to 
Gosford Hill School to tell us about his books: ‘Joe 
Cowley’, ‘My Embarrassing Dad’s Gone Viral’ and most 
importantly ‘Make Me Awesome’.

After introducing himself, he asked us if we had any 
embarrassing family members. Of course the majority 
of us did! We shared hilarious, special memories 
regarding our embarrassing yet amazing family 
members.

He sent us into fits of laughter by reading extracts of his 
various novels.

“He was very dramatic but also very interesting” said 
Lily Howard, Year 7.

All of his books are based on humiliating family 
members. Most of these are based on real-life stories 
and are extraordinarily funny.

Ben Davis and his Hilarious World Book Day Talk

We all had very comical ideas of our own, so Ben let us 
create our own family members. There were some odd 
thoughts, from weird names to disastrous clothing (for 
example, an 80 year-old grandmother in her bikini), but 
it turned out to be spectacularly humorous. After we did 
this, we were challenged to create stories of our own.

“It was funny, interesting and a bit crazy,” said Dylan 
Dyer, Year 7.

At the end of the brilliant lesson, we were allowed to 
buy a copy of his newest book and get it signed.

Here is a quote from Zoe Spokes, Year 7, “I’ve nearly 
finished the book and I am intrigued to find out what 
happens at the end. “

Kaitlyn Willis, Year 7, replied, “Making the character 
was weird and reading some of his novels was 
different and interesting. Altogether it was an amazing 
experience.”

Lily Howard, Zoe Spokes, Gemma Blake, Annabelle Black & Jasmine Bendall-Smith



Year 8 Science Trip to the Department of Education at Oxford University

On the 26th of January, ten Year 8 students went to the Department 
of Education at Oxford University to explore electro-statics. The 
day was split into 3 activities:

• Super Sparks

• The Circus

• Super Bowl Salad Spinners

During Super Sparks, we observed the effects of various materials 
on a Van de graph Generator. The Circus was where we went 
around a variety of stations to explore electro-statics. For example, 
one of the stations was where we had to find a way (using electro-
statics) to stop pollution from escaping from factory chimneys. For 
Super Bowl Salad Spinners, we had to use a salad bowl and some 
metal (with sticky backs) to create a spinner that would make a ball 
spin round the bowl in a straight line. Our school managed to get 
ours working first time!

Mr Moss, our science teacher who took us, helped us out along the 
way and we thank him for the great opportunity he gave us.

At the end we all got a ruler, pencil and pen which said on it “The Ogden Trust, Making Physics Matter.” Some students 
received googly-eyed furry monster things, but don’t get me started on them. Overall, it was a fun and challenging day 
for all of us and we learnt lots.

Rory Gauld, 8TDYY

Careers News

NATIONAL CITIZEN SERVICE TALK – 14th MARCH

On Wednesday 14th March the National Citizen Service will be coming into the school to talk to all Year 11 
students during the end of day assembly. They will be providing students with information on their summer 
programme, which is a fantastic opportunity to develop team building, interpersonal and leadership skills to 
name but a few. The team will then return to the school on Monday 19th March to collect consent forms and 
any relevant monies.

Vikki Franklin, Careers Education Co-ordinator



International Women’s Day

On the 8th of March it was International Women’s Day. Throughout history both genders, male and female, have 
discovered amazing things which contributed to the modern science society. On this day, we are remembering and 
celebrating all the female scientists out there. 

Caroline Herschel (1750-1848) was the household drudge for her family in Germany. After her older brother 
brought her over to England in 1722 she started to accompany her brother in astronomy. She went on to be a great 
astronomer, being the first person to see a comet. She received many honours including a gold medal from the Royal 
Astronomical Society.

Lisa Meitner (1878-1968) was barred from higher education for being a girl. However, she was inspired and managed 
to attend university at the age of 21 earning a doctorate and went on to discover nuclear fission, despite being banned 
from labs for being an Austrian Jewish Women.

Katherine Johnson (born August 26, 1918) an African-American mathematician who made contributions to the United 
States’ aeronautics and space programs with the early application of digital electronic computers at NASA. 

Rosalind Franklin (25 July 1920 – 16 April 1958) was an English chemist and X-ray crystallographer who made 
contributions to the understanding of the molecular structures of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid), RNA (ribonucleic 
acid), viruses, coal, and graphite.

Dian Fossey was an American primatologist and conservationist known for undertaking an extensive study of mountain 
gorilla groups from 1966 until her death in 1985. She studied them daily in the mountain forests of Rwanda, East Africa.

Jess Mallaghen, EAWE & Arta Preteni, CKBE

Attendance Figures: 26th February - 2nd March 2018

Kidlington Girls U15 Football Team

Kidlington Girls U15 are looking for new members to join their team.

Training is on a Wednesday evening at Evans Lane pitches in Kidlington (OX5 2HX) from 6:00pm – 7:30pm.

Fixtures are usually on a Saturday morning throughout the football season. If interested, please contact Mr Nairn by 
sending an email to greignairn@googlemail.com or by telephoning 07598 650043.

Pete Green, Subject Leader – P.E

The House with highest overall attendance was Cherwell with 95.1%.

The tutor group with the highest overall attendance was EADE with 99.5%.

A further polite reminder that all absences must be reported to the school between 7:30am and 8:30am.

This can be done be either telephoning the absence line (01865 855378) or by sending an email to the following:

gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk  Please phone to inform the school on each day that your child is absent.

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer



Upcoming Events

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Gosford Hill School presents

21st - 24th March, 7:00pm. Doors open at 6:30pm.
All tickets £8.00, available to purchase during break at the 

canteen and from reception for parents.

 
 
 

 

 
 

Confident Babysitting Course 
 

Oxford First Aid Training will be running a Confident Babysitting Course 
on Saturday 10th March 2018 to be held in the Cumnor Old School Hall, 
High Street, Cumnor Village, Oxford, OX2 9PE. 

 
 

This course is appropriate for teenagers aged 13+ 
and aims to allow students to learn the 
fundamentals of confident babysitting. 
As well as gaining a First Aid 
Emergency   Response Certificate, we 
will explore topics such as Parental 
Expectations, Questions You Need to 
Ask, Child Safety and Challenging  
Behaviour. 

 
 

This is a 1 day course and will start at 9.15am and finish at 4.30pm. 
 

There will be a cost of £35 per person, which will include registration, 
delegate pack, first aid training manual, light refreshments and certificate of 
attendance. Please note that students should bring their own packed  lunch. 

 
For more information about the day 

or to book a place on the course please contact 
Delyse Hobbs on 07816 978 074 or email    info@oxfordfirstaidtraining.co.uk 



Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019


