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For the second year running the Computing Department has successfully run a trip to the National Museum of 
Computing. The students had some fantastic opportunities to step back in time and see just how far technology has 
come.  Below is what our students had to say about the day.

Amber Donachie, Teacher of ICT and Computer Science

On Wednesday 21st February, Year 9 ICT and Computer 
Science students had the chance to visit the National 
Museum of Computing at Bletchley Park. It was a great 
day. We split off into 3 groups, where in the morning 
we learnt about the Colossus, a huge computer the 
same size as a room, used in WW2. Nazi code in WW2 
was enciphered and sent around. In Britain, a secret 
computer called the Colossus was being built, where a 
very complex deciphering process was taking place, on 
the Colossus computers. 

After this, we learnt about the WITCH, the oldest 
working digital computer in the world. It ran programs 
on punched tape, which enabled it to calculate maths 
questions like 3.3333*3.3333 at very slow speeds. 

Then, we played some old video games on original 
games consoles such as NES, Sega Mega Drive, BBC 
Micro and Sinclair computers, which was great fun. We 
ended the day by coding some AI (artificial intelligence) 
loosely based around the turning test, which answered 
questions with answers we had personally chosen, and 
coding ‘Snake’ onto BBC School Computers from the 
1980s, which we particularly enjoyed.

All in all it was a great day.

Tim Millard (9EAHY) & David Willis (9EPGN)

Year 9 Trip to The National Museum of Computing, Bletchley Park



Science Department Welcomes New Senior Science Technician

The Science department would like to welcome Mr Setchell to the Science 
Department as our new Senior Lab Technician. Mr Setchel studied for his first 
degree in Chemistry at the University of Leeds. He then went of to undertake 
an MRes at Imperial College in Bioimaging Sciences, and an MSc at King’s 
College in Radiopharmaceutics and PET Radiochemistry.

For his MSc project he worked in the radiopharmacy at Bart’s Hospital. He 
has researched malarial surface proteins at the National Institute for Medical 
Research, and radioactive tracers for PET brain imaging at VU Medical Center 
in Amsterdam. Since leaving research he has mostly worked in educational 
publishing, including work at CGP, whose revision guides we recommend to 
all our students!

As I’m sure you can understand we are delighted with this appointment 
and it offers a further source of Chemistry expertise to our students as well 
as excellent technical support to staff to enable the successful delivery of 
engaging science in lessons. His work with us at Gosford will surely impact 
on all our students. 

Emma Sweeney, Faculty Leader – Science

Year 7 and Year 8 Netball Season 2018

The Year 7 and 8 netball teams have been action this term in the North Oxon South League. The games have been 
played to a very high standard with excellent teamwork and shooting. The results:

Year 7A v Heyford Park Won 16-0 

Player of the match: Amelia Allen

Year 8A v Heyford Park Won 20-3 

Player of the match: Phoebe Pipkin

Year 7A v Bicester Lost 2-0

Player of the match: Sophia Garcia

Year 8A v Bicester Won 21-5

Player of the match: Tara Nickfarjam

Year 7A v Cooper School Won 7-4

Player of the match: Sophia Garcia

Year 8A v Cooper School Won 28-0

Player of the match: Isobel Thacker

Year 7A v Sibford Won 9-2

Player of the match: Lucy McGrath

Year 8A v Sibford Won 32-0

Player of the match: Tara Nickfarjam

Year 7B v Sibford Won 7-0

Player of the match: Kaitlyn Willis

The Year 7A team have finished 2nd in the North Oxon South League 2018.

The Year 8A team have finished 1st in the North Oxon South League 2018.

The Year 7 and 8 teams now play in the North 
Oxfordshire Schools Level 2 Cup Tournaments. 

The Year 8 play on March 6th at NOA and the Year 7 play 
on March 8th at NOA, 3pm to 6pm. 

The winners of the Cup competition will qualify for 
the Level 3 County Competition on March 26th at the 
Community Arena Oxford City Football Club Marston 
Oxford. Good luck girls!

Debbie Green, Teacher of P.E



500 Word Competition

BBC’s 500 word competition encourages students from the age of 6-13 to be creative. The competition is not about 
grammar or spelling and teacher/adult intervention is very limited. The stories are the students’ own and it is their 
creativity which is rewarded.  In 7N imaginations have run wild: there have been sea otters saving the day from violent 
gangs; swimming champions; the mysterious disappearance of Jack and Jill; and cupcakes which came alive!

I should receive an email in March to find out whether any of our entries have made it though to the next round of 
judging.  Regardless to whether the students make it through, I am very proud of their efforts.

Kate Bourne, Teacher of English

When the Sun Shone

Most of my life it had been the same. Imprisoned in a frustrating world of silence. I had been shaking 
the bars yet they were determined not to budge: forever they remained firm in a concrete of despair.

The outside world was no option; once I had seen its becoming beauty, exquisite sights and wonders 
that words could not describe but that was all before it happened.

My parents love me and I loved them, more than they will ever know. I’d told them many times – 
through sign and symbols – but was not the same. I had a song to sing but no words with which to 
adorn it and I did sing it just no one heard it. Deep in my heart there was a candle which let off a 
warm radiance, an incense of hope; however, a candle cannot last forever and mine would soon run out.

I am just a normal girl but I am trapped in a useless body, strangled by silence, fighting to be free 
but I am nearly burnt out.

Emily, my speech therapist, sits rubbing my back whispering words of motivation and encouragement 
but I am paralysed with defeat and I close my eyes. I don’t care any longer, the flame is dead.

She stops – the sympathy and caressing abruptly end. She leads me to the front door, fear and panic 
whirl in my mind. It has been five years since I have been outside, the desperation mounts, my mind 
is screaming ‘NO’ but my heart contradicts me. I can hear it but to the world I remain mute. Why? 
Why now? Emily knows how I feel. I had been as clear as I can with my silent communications.

The cool April breeze hits my weak frame and the sounds of the world drearily echo around me.

My curiosity awakes and I open my eyes. The sky is a pallet of greys and silvers; the clouds that 
splodge the sky are dense. The gravel and grit grimace as I gravitate towards a gentle warmth.

Then, suddenly, the clouds part.

‘Look!’ Emily whispers, a sparkle in her voice. I am. The sun’s bright light dazzles me. The world is 
bursting with a vibrancy and a radiance unlike anything I knew could exist. Interrupting my state of 
awe, Emily peacefully commands me. ‘Speak’.

From deep within me comes a fizzing sensation, almost like sherbet but warmer and more satisfying.

Emily takes my hand to her mouth and says, ‘sunshine’.

Vibrations tingle through my hand and I fill with a resilience, strength and determination which I had 
forgotten.

‘Shin son,’ I mumble, ‘shunshin’. Then, with a deep breath, I summon the impossible word, ‘Sunshine!’

And the light floods in.

Annabelle Black, 7WHWD



The House with highest overall attendance was Cherwell with 94.6%.

The tutor group with the highest overall attendance was CKNN with 98.8%.

A further polite reminder that all absences must be reported to the school between 7:30am and 8:30am.

This can be done be either telephoning the absence line (01865 855378) or by sending an email to the following:

gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk  

Please phone to inform the school on each day that your child is absent.

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer

Birds Can’t Taste Spice

One sunny warm day a small black bird by the name if henry was sleeping in his abnormally high 
nest. He looked up so the first thing he would see would be the beautiful blue sky, but when he 
opened his eyes the dark silhouette of a magpie filled his vision. Peering closer he saw with his 
amazing sight he noticed it was holding a bottle labelled NINKOS WORLD SPICIEST SAUSE. Henry 
knew that a drop of the stuff could burn a small creature to death, so when a drop flew down into 
his mouth with a small kerplunk he was shocked when he felt absolutely fine. His immediate reaction 
was that he was dead but he could see and breathe. He thought about it for 3 days and in the end 
he concluded he was immune!

The next day henry glided around the nearest town telling people to spread the word that a contest 
would begin to find the world’s best chilli eater! He zoomed across the countryside looking for the 
best place to hold it. Henry eventually picked to set up the marquee in a massive forest in the west 
of wales. He had just finished when the gargantuan trucks holding thousands of ghost chillies (the 
spiciest peppers in the world) to be put in a containing tank. Two days later the contestants started 
lining up across the country to challenge the small bird. One by one every woman man and child bet, 
ate and lost, each time they would be breathing fire while henry did press ups to warm up. Henry was 
the champion.

A few weeks later at snoodle sortie’s science lab had received hundreds of requests saying “work out 
that smelly bird’s problem” and “check his genetics” they were all angry of the bird who had taken 
their money. First the scientists extracted a birds DNA then explore the brain and other absurd 
experiments until they got to the tongue. Sections were for tasting worms, cabbage and bird wee- 
wee. NOTHING FOR SPICE! “My fellow scientists” snoodle shouted “we have made a breakthrough!”

FBI workers had worked around the clock to find out where henry the bird-turned-criminal lived. 
At 11:00 at night they found his gold and titanium ultra-nest. “All units” shouted big nosed sergeant 
slap of the police force “move in!” light and music blaring from the building suggested that a party 
was on. “Hackers patch us into the loudspeaker” slap uttered. Soon afterwards the booming voice of 
the terrifying voice of the 56 year old president of the United States shouted through the speakers 
“henry blackbird come out here at once” henry (looking petrified) fluttered out a window and onto 
the floor. “you are under arrest” sergeant slap shouted to the shaking bird “for stealing money” the 
only words ever said back were “I challenge you to an ice eating contest”

Evan Rhymes, 7CKWS

Attendance Figures: 19th - 23rd February 2018



Careers News

NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK: 5th - 9th MARCH

During this week employers and apprentices from across England will come together to celebrate the success of 
apprenticeships, whilst encouraging even more people to choose apprenticeships as a pathway to a great career.

NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK: 5th - 9th MARCH

A week dedicated to promoting the importance of quality careers education in schools.  Further information can be 
found at www.lepnetwork.net Lep Network – Connecting Local Enterprise Partnerships across England.

Gosford Hill will be holding a drop in event for students on Tuesday 6th March during the lunch period in our 
learning centre, in celebration of these events. Our Careers Advisor from the organisation Advizor will be on site, as 
will Mrs Franklin, our Careers Education Co-ordinator. Both will be available to answer questions and offer advice 
and guidance in how to access some of the resources that are available. Students from all year groups are welcome.

As an alternative, the ‘S’ drive on the school’s computer system is available for students to access.  We are working 
hard to try and add as much relevant information as possible to the system, in the ‘CAREERS’ folder. 

You will currently find information on:

• Options after Year 11

• Flyers/Info on upcoming external careers events

Coming soon...  The school is working towards setting up a dedicated ‘Careers Library’ where students will be able 
to access a wealth of information, as well as seeking any additional support and guidance. This facility is currently 
in the early planning stages, and we will provide further updates as they occur. Any ideas of resources we could 
include would be very much welcomed.

Mrs Franklin is also looking into the possibility of organising career focused workshops at the end of the school 
day. For this to be feasible, she will need to gauge the level of interest from students. There will be the opportunity 
during the ‘Drop In’ event on Tuesday 6th March, to register any interest.  

INTERESTED IN LAW?

After the success of last year’s pilot, The University of Oxford’s Pathways to Law Programme is recruiting students 
from local schools to attend ‘The Trial’. The programme is a 2 day event being held in April. For further details 
including the dates and how to apply, please see the flyer attached.

INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN PLUMBING & HEATING OR ELECTRICAL SERVICES?

The Oxford Energy Academy is Oxfordshire’s leading training provider in this field. 

They are hosting a ‘taster’ session on Monday 9th April to give students considering a career in plumbing/electrical 
the opportunity to see what they can offer. Visit their website to find out more:

http://www.oxford-energy-academy.co.uk/apprenticeships/

12th - 18th MARCH IS BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK

Do you have a keen interest in psychology? Or more specifically neurology?

The Ashmolean are hosting an event on Monday 12th March ‘Left Brain / Right Brain: Challenging ideas about 
gender and the brain. See the flyer below for more details, including other events for this week, or click on the 
following link: 

www.oxfordsparks.ox.ac.uk/content/brain-discovery-week

• Links on how to find apprenticeships

• Work Experience Guidance



The strategy this week is called ‘Diagnosis, Therapy, Testing’. The main idea is that a student ‘diagnoses’ what they 
are finding difficult in a topic. This could be from feedback at school or by doing a past paper at home. They then 
decide on the ‘Therapy’. This should state what they are going to do and when they are going to do it. The final part 
is ‘testing’. This could mean taking the same or a different test again, or asking a friend to come up with 5 questions 
to check their level of understanding. An example is given below:

Revision Tips for Students – Part Four

This is an area where family and friends can offer lots of support. Do the students know where they are stronger 
and weaker (diagnosis)? Could you offer them some help on when to revise and on how to revise (therapy)? Could 
you help mark their past papers or find quizzes online to help check their understanding (testing)?

John O’Regan, Assistant Headteacher

APPRENTICESHIP RECRUITMENT AND CAREERS FAIR

The Marlborough School will again being hosting an Apprenticeship Recruitment and Careers Fair.  This year it will 
he held on Thursday 22nd March 2018. Everyone in Year 11 or Sixth Form is welcome, so if you are interested, 
please see the flyer below for further details.

Vikki Franklin,
Careers Education Co-ordinator

Diagnosis Therapy Testing

Feedback from my mock exam 
shows that I do not understand 
Forces in Physics Unit 2.

Make notes from the revision guide, 
using the Thinking Hard model. 

Complete the Tassomai section on 
Forces. 

Watch the GCSE Forces and 
Motions clip (BBC Bitesize) on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

On Monday revision afterschool 
complete a different forces question 
using a past paper from AQA. 
Mark it and check understanding. 

DON’T MISS OUR ...

TO BOOK - Contact Sharon Whi� aker on 01993 814744 or 
Email: Careers@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk 
THE MARLBOROUGH C of E SCHOOL, Shipton Road, Woodstock, OX20 1LP

APPRENTICESHIP EVENT
JOB OPPORTUNITIES for STUDENTS

INFORMATION for PARENTS 
The Marlborough Church of England School

THURSDAY 22nd March 2018 @ 6pm

APPRENTICESHIP EVENTAPPRENTICESHIP EVENT

THURSDAY 22nd March 2018 @ 6pmTHURSDAY 22nd March 2018 @ 6pmTHURSDAY 22nd March 2018 @ 6pm
This is an opportunity for you to:

• Find out ‘What is an Appren� ceship’ - Presenta� on at 6pm

• Meet with Employers off ering appren� ceships at all levels 

• Visit 40+ stands off ering employment and careers informa� on

• Speak to Training Providers and Advisers

• Access fi nancial advice and guidance 



Careers Events

In Year 10 or 11 and interested in the law? Ready to practice your  
advocacy skills? 

The University of Oxford’s Faculty of Law, in collaboration with Maitland Chambers, would like to 
invite you to attend “The Trial”. The two-day event will involve a law masterclass and advocacy 
training by University academics and Maitland Chambers’ barristers, and culminate in a mock   
trial. The event is in 2 parts:  

Session 1: Friday 27 April, 16:30 – 18:30 

Session 2: Saturday 28 April, 09:45 – 16:30  

The event is free and assistance with the cost of travel is available on request.   

How do I attend?  

Please ask your teacher, or email us at pathwaystolaw@admin.ox.ac.uk, to request access to the 
online application form. To be eligible to attend you must be in Year 10 or Year 11, attend a state-
funded secondary school in Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire or Berkshire, and be available to 
attend both days of the event. 

The deadline for applications is  

Sunday 15 April 

Any questions?  

 pathwaystolaw@admin.ox.ac.uk @ 

 
	

City of Oxford College 
Contact Danielle - 
Danielle.Sterrenburg@ActivateLearning.ac.uk 



Friends of Gosford Hill School Quiz Night – Friday 9th March 2018

	

	

	

											£10	per	person	to	include:	

Quiz	entry		
Welcome	drink			
Meal	during	the	interval	

(£10	per	person	to	include	quiz	entry,	welcome	drink	and	meal)	

Any	dietary	requirements:	____________________________________________	

All	monies	raised	will	be	used	by	the	FoGHS	to	improve	facilities	and	opportunities	for	students	at	the	school	

Please	return	in	a	sealed	envelope	with	all	monies	to	reception	at	Gosford	Hill	School	by	Friday	2nd	March	

For	further	information	contact	us	at	friendsofghs@outlook.com	or	visit	our	Facebook	page	

Licensed	
Bar	

Prizes	for	
winning	team	

and	best	
team	name	

Please confirm attendance by Wednesday 7th March.

Wednesday 7th March



CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.

Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019


