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Friends of Gosford Hill School Quiz Night – Friday 9th March 2018
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‘The Friends’ are pleased to announce that after last year’s successful Quiz night there is another opportunity to pit 
your brain against other’s by putting forward a team, or even coming along on the evening and joining one. 

Last year’s winners - ‘In it to Darwin it’ have supplied the Quiz Master, Mr. Baker, who has kindly offered to set the 
questions and be our host for the evening. Second place winners last year - ‘Scrambled Egg Heads’ and Third Place 
‘The Woodpeccorinos’ are no doubt returning in the hope of a victory this year, so please join in the competition to be 
crowned ‘Brains of Gosford’.

Please see application form and further details overleaf.

Dom Ward, Deputy Headteacher

Government league tables for school performance in 2017 were published last month. We are pleased to 
announce that Gosford Hill School has come 4th as a highly performing Sixth Form in Oxfordshire. The league 
table compares the progress of all Sixth Form students (16 -18) with their A-Levels from 85 providers across the 
county. The league table can be found via this link:

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=phase&region=931&geograp
hic=la&phase=16to18&for=16to18&datasetFilter=final&page=1

In 2017, A Level students at Gosford Hill School celebrated their results in what had been another successful year. 
More than one eighth of all grades were A*, more than a quarter were A*/A and nearly a half at grade B or above. 
We are very pleased with our individual subject results. Mathematics had the highest number of entries and 67% of 
students achieved an A* grade. 60% of students in Applied Business and 43% in Further Mathematics achieved an 
A* grade. In Health and Social Care, 60% of students achieved double distinction star, equivalent to two A grades 
and in IT half of the students achieved distinction star (grade A). 

In addition to advancing students’ academic abilities, Gosford Hill Sixth Form prides itself on developing students 
both emotionally and socially, equipping them with skills needed to be successful once they move into the world 
of work or higher education.

Steve Williams, Head of Sixth Form

4th Best Sixth Form in Oxfordshire
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											£10	per	person	to	include:	

Quiz	entry		
Welcome	drink			
Meal	during	the	interval	

(£10	per	person	to	include	quiz	entry,	welcome	drink	and	meal)	

Any	dietary	requirements:	____________________________________________	

All	monies	raised	will	be	used	by	the	FoGHS	to	improve	facilities	and	opportunities	for	students	at	the	school	

Please	return	in	a	sealed	envelope	with	all	monies	to	reception	at	Gosford	Hill	School	by	Friday	2nd	March	

For	further	information	contact	us	at	friendsofghs@outlook.com	or	visit	our	Facebook	page	

Licensed	
Bar	

Prizes	for	
winning	team	

and	best	
team	name	



Y11 French Revision Conference, Church Hall Westminster – 13th March

Next term Year 11 students of French will have the opportunity to attend an ‘exam ready’ revision conference. The 
interactive and motivational conference will equip students with a range of strategies and techniques to maximise their exam 
performance and achievement in listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Particular areas of focus will be;

• Embedding key language and re-usable structures 

• Tackling different question types in a ‘Walking Talking Mock’ session 

• Making the learning stick. An interactive session, practising key language from key topics 

• How to build stamina to prepare for exams and revise effectively.

Enabling students to speak and write spontaneously in the target language. Your teachers will have more information about 
this event at the start of next term!

Katherine Norman, Team Leader, MFL

Kind-hearted Emily Martin Raises Over £3,000 for Helen & Douglas House

Over the half term break, Emily Martin, a Year 7 student here at Gosford Hill School, has been busy baking and 
decorating cakes to raise funds for Helen & Douglas House. Generous Emily, 12, held a Bake Sale at Microsoft raising 
over £3,000 in total.

Helen & Douglas House is a local hospice that cares for babies, children & young adults with life-shortening 
conditions. Alison Hooker, Community Fundrasing Manager at Helen & Douglas House, said: “She is an amazing 
young girl and her support will help us to make a huge difference to the lives of the terminally ill babies, children and 
young people that we care for and their families.”

We are so proud of Emily and her fantastic achievement. Well done!

Tommy Birchall, Marketing, Digital Media & Communications Assistant



The House with highest overall attendance was Cherwell with 91.2%.

The tutor group with the highest overall attendance was CHWS with 97.5%.

A further polite reminder that all absences must be reported to the school between 7:30am and 8:30am.

This can be done be either telephoning the absence line (01865 855378) or by sending an email to the following:

gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

Paula Drinkwater, Attendance Officer

Attendance Figures: 5th - 9th February 2018

The strategy this week is called ‘Questioning the Text’. If you are reading a chapter from a revision guide, a novel 
or even looking at your own notes, you need to think about what you want to get out of the material and what 
questions you have after you have read the material. 

Below is a very simple table, which is easy to make on a PC or tablet, which can used when revising. Firstly, before 
you even read it, decide which questions you want answered. Think back to the syllabus or what you got wrong in 
your recent assessment. Then, when you find the answer you write it in the second column next to the appropriate 
question. Finally, in the third column you write down any questions you now have that you need to check with 
your teacher.

Revision Tips for Students – Part Three

One of the best things about this strategy is 
that you need to decide beforehand what 
you need to know, which means thinking 
about your strengths and weaknesses in 
a subject. It should also leave you with 
new questions to answer which could help 
structure your next revision session. The 
process is also adaptable so you could 
change it from questions to skills that you 
need to learn, or objectives that you need 
to meet and so on. 

John O’Regan, Assistant Headteacher

Under My Skin Play – 20th March

As part of the Oxfordshire Public Health Directorate’s campaign to improve young people’s mental wellbeing, a 
performance of Under My Skin by Pegasus Theatre will be presented at Gosford Hill on 20th March 2018 for students in 
Year 9 and some in Year 8.

The play addresses the growing issue of self-harm in adolescents. The aim of the play is to raise awareness of self-harm and 
reduce the stigma that surrounds it, give young people vital information about coping with difficult emotions, stress, anxiety 
and low mood. It also aims to open up the opportunity for discussion and identify support networks; for example the School 
Health Nursing service, school counsellors and other local services that can help young people deal with the issue. 

[Continued overleaf]



Background

Why are we making the play?

• Oxford University Hospital NHS Trust has conducted a study into the issue of self harm in young people. Self-harm is 
when a person hurts themselves as a way of dealing with difficult feelings, old memories, or overwhelming situations 
and experiences. The ways people hurt themselves vary a lot, they can be physical i.e. cutting skin, under eating or 
emotional i.e. putting themselves in risky situations.

• Here is a clip of some young people talking about their experience of self harm:     
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/types-of-mental-health-problems/self-harm/#.Vl2BjaQnzcc

• The NHS Trust study highlighted that incidents of young people self harming and requiring hospital treatment in 
Oxfordshire have increased over the past year. 

• Pegasus Theatre has been commissioned to make a play about the issue of self harm to help raise awareness of it and 
share information about the support that is available to young people dealing with or encountering the issue.

The Play

What’s it about?

• Under My Skin follows the story of Bella, an adolescent girl with a crush on Sean, the most popular boy in school. 
When Bella discovers that Sean is self harming, instead of obsessing over him, she becomes his friend. After a series 
of well-meaning mistakes and false starts, Bella learns the value of listening and Sean takes the first step towards 
getting some help. 

What will happen?

• The story will be told direct to the audience by the two characters Bella and Sean through a series of naturalistic 
scenes. No self-harming will be shown on stage.

• At the end of the show, which will last about 45 minutes, there will be a short post show discussion with the actors 
to talk about the issues in the show. Our school health nurse and other members of staff will also be there. 

After the show

• Our school health nurse will be available if you would like to talk to them further about anything. 

• Students  could also talk to your form tutor/other members of staff.

• Students will be given a card that will list some websites and phone numbers that they could use if they wanted to 
find out more about support for those encountering self harm.

More information?

• The first port of call for anyone in need of support is the School Health Nurse (SHN). 

• Young Minds (www.youngminds.org.uk) website.

• This has a section devoted to self-harm, detailing what it is and what help is available. A good resource for anyone 
wanting to research themselves and find out how to access support. 

• The Healthtalk website:           
www.healthtalk.org/young-peoples-experiences/depression-and-low-mood/depression-self-harm-suicidal-feelings

• This has links to videos of young people talking about their experiences of self-harm. These may help to develop 
confidence feel comfortable and confident in talking to people who have experienced self harm. 

• This website on mindfulness www.bemindful.co.uk which you might be interested in trying. 

• https://pegasustheatre.org.uk/learning-resources/under-my-skin/       
Pegasus Theatre also have a short presentation about the play on their website.

Alison Driscoll,
Assistant Headteacher



World Book Day 2018 
Thursday 1st March 2018 

As part of the WBD celebrations all year 7s will be having a visit from our 
Patron of Reading Ben Davis – please see attached poster for details.  

There will also be ‘booky’ activities taking place in the Learning Centre 
all day. At lunch time there will be a traditional ‘book swap’ whereby 

students can bring in the books that they have read and are willing to 
part with, and swap them with other students for another amazing read. 

Please have a hunt around in cupboards, under beds and on book 
shelves this weekend for any books that you would like to trade then 

bring them to school with you on Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

…………Author Event for ALL year 7s…………… 

(Author of the belly-achingly, hilarious Joe Cowley series) 
You are invited to attend a presentation by our Patron of Reading Ben Davis who will be 
talking to you about his new book ‘Make Me Awesome’ as part of World Book Day 2018 

 Time and place - The Learning Centre on Monday 26th February 2018 
Presentation 1 – 7J, 7K and 7L (periods 1 & 2)  

Presentation 2 – 7M, 7N and 7O (periods 3 & 4) 
Ben will be signing copies of his book ‘Make Me Awesome’ at the end of each presentation. 

Please bring in £5.00 if you would like to purchase a copy (RRP £6.99)  
 



Careers Events



Careers Events



Careers Events

Kidlington Parish Council have an excellent apprenticeship opportunity to join them as their Business 
Administration Apprentice. If you are a friendly team player with a willingness to learn along with excellent 
communication skills this may be the role for you. Please visit the link below for further details.

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/-238924

Apprentice Opportunity – Kidlington Parish Council

*Latest official success rate figures for England

ABINGDON CAMPUS

Wednesday
7th February
3:30-7:00pm

WITNEY CAMPUS

Wednesday
21st February
3:30-7:00pm

COMMMON LEYS CAMPUS

Wednesday
14th March

4:00-7:00pm
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AWCollege @AbWitCollege www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk

Open Days

Come along to find out more about our courses,
see our facilities and talk to tutors.

V O C A T I O N A L  C O U R S E S  •  A P P R E N T I C E S H I P S  •  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N   

OD NFeb-March 2018 A4 Flyer.indd   1 09/01/2018   15:21



Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


