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We recently had a very successful talk given by a local Paediatric Physio, Hayley, based at the John Radcliffe in Oxford. 
Hayley explained what the job entails, what skills you need, the routes into the career and possible career paths once 
qualified. The students also had the chance to ‘practise’ some of the skills of physiotherapy by observing each other sitting 
and standing up and learning how a physio would assess them. 

As well as being a full-time physiotherapist, Hayley has does amazing charity work for ‘Therapy Africa’, a charity that 
supports patients in African hospices. She explained to the students what work she does in Africa and how important a 
physio can be in relieving pain and symptoms for people who are affected by a range of neurological and life-limiting 
conditions. Cherwell House has adopted Therapy Africa as their House charity this year and will be raising lots of money 
for what is a very worthwhile cause. 

You can find out more about Therapy Africa by going to https://www.therapyafrica.com/ and I want to thank Hayley for 
giving up her time to inform and engage our students. 

John O’Regan, Assistant Headteacher

Visit for More Able students from a Paediatric Physiotherapist

This is the first in a series of tips where we provide some infomation and advice 
to help support your children as they prepare for exams. As teachers we often 
hear students say things like ‘I don’t know how to revise’ or ‘revision is so boring’. 
Unfortunately, we also see for ourselves students who think revising means 
reading a few pages from a revision guide and highlighting key points. It isn’t! 

So the first tip is to help your son or daughter to get organised! Below are some 
links to revision planners that can be used to help structure their revision. It is best 
to revise in small chunks of time, say 20 – 30 minutes, and to incorporate regular 
tests into revision as it has been proven to help the mind retain information.

Revision Templates

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/explore/student-planner-printable/?lp=true

Pinterest has lots of samples which can be printed. 

http://legalresumed.net/7-revision-timetable-template/

This has seven templates which can be adapted for your own use.
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Exam Board Websites

As well as being organised in terms of time, it is also a good strategy for the students to be clear on exactly what will 
be in their exams, what units they are studying and what the exams will be like. As teachers we do share this with 
students and give them examples, but sometimes it does not sink in or gets confusing. Setting up a folder on a laptop 
or PC which has all the key documents such as the syllabus for each exam, the keyword glossary, example past 
papers and samples of previous exam answers can be done using the exam board websites. The main ones are: 

www.aqa.org.uk (English, Maths, all the Sciences, History, Geography, Business Studies, Cooking and Nutrition, 
Resistant Materials, Textiles, Religious Studies)

www.ocr.org.uk (Computer Science) 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html (Also known as Edexcel and includes Art, Drama, Music, 
Sports Studies, French, German, Health and Social Care)

Over the coming weeks we will publish specific activities that students can do at home to help make their revision 
more effective. 

John O’Regan, Assistant Headteacher

Attendance Figures: 22nd - 26th January 2018

The House with highest overall attendance last week was Cherwell with 92%.

The tutor group with the highest overall attendance was CKBE with 99.5%. Well done!

Paula Drinkwater,
Attendance Officer

Have you had, or are you planning, a New Year kitchen refit? Have you recently got a new dishwasher? If so, the 
Friends of Gosford Hill need your help!

 We would like to transform the kitchen area at the back of the school hall so that it can be used more widely for 
School and Friends events. In order to do this we are appealing for donations of kitchen cupboards, a sink/drainer 
unit, and a dishwasher. If you have any of these things that you would be willing to donate, or know of anywhere 
we might get some, please do get in touch with Kathy Webb at friendsofghs@outlook.com or via the school office.

 Thank you!

Kathy Webb,
Friends of Gosford Hill School

Appeal from the Friends of Gosford Hill School

Governor News

Following the Board of Governors meeting on Monday January 29th, I am pleased to inform you Mr David Thompson was 
elected as Vice Chair following the resignation of Dr David Hopkin.  David Thompson will stand as Vice Chair until the start 
of the next academic year (September 2018) when the election process for both Chair and Vice Chair will take place.  

You can find out more about each Governor on the GHS website.  

Clare Carpen,
Clerk to the Governors



Careers News

HUMAN LIBRARY

Following the success of the previous ‘Human Library’ events, we will be running another activity on Wednesday 
21st March for Year 8 students. We have invited ‘Humans’ from various organisations to come into the school to 
talk about what they do, and what they had to do to get there. This is a great opportunity for students to find out 
more about the world of ‘work’ and how you can link your studies to your future career aspirations. Further details 
to be published at a later date.

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN VETERINARY MEDICINE

Are you in Year 11, 12 or 13?

Are you thinking of applying to study Veterinary Medicine or Medicine at University?

If so, you are being offered the opportunity to attend a FREE seminar on 23rd February, to find out more about 
what’s involved.

There will be key speakers from a range of universities who will be offering tips and advice on the application 
process, and a panel of current students studying these subjects to answer questions.

Please see the attached flyer for full details, including how to book your place – Early booking is advised!

Vikki Franklin,
Careers Education Co-ordinator

Upcoming Mock Examinations

Year 11 Exams – Week beginning 26 February

There will be mock exams in English, Maths and Science during the week beginning 26 February in the hall / gym.  Exam 
timetables will be issued to students before the holiday.  There is no study leave.  Students go to their normal lessons when 
they are not in exams.

This is a good opportunity for students to see how much progress they have made since their exams in November, on both 
previous and new material.  Please encourage your son / daughter to make the best use of guidance and resources given by 
their teachers to help with preparation and revision.  The outcome of these mocks will give students up-to-date feedback on 
areas to focus attention, in preparation for their GCSE exams.

Year 13 Exams – Week beginning 26 February

There will be mock exams for Year 13 students during the week beginning 26 February in the hall / gym.  Students will be on 
study leave for this week.  

Exam timetables and arrangements will be issued to students before the holiday which show when they need to be in 
school.  Students are of course welcome to study in school between their exams or if they come in earlier or leave later due 
to transport arrangements.

Please encourage your son / daughter to make the most of this opportunity by preparing as thoroughly as possible for these 
exams.  The feedback will inform students where they need to target their revision and practice over these final months.

Jackie Fairchild,
Assistant Headteacher



Free Veterinary Science Seminar at St Helen & St Katharine





Careers Fest 2018



Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Tuesday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 28th June

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


