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Thames House Get Into The Festive Spirit
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In December, Thames House Council decided that 
instead of raising money to donate to Helen and Douglas 
House, our House charity, it would be lovely to give gifts 
that we wrapped ourselves and to deliver them in person 
to the hospice. A gift from one child to another.

Three students put across this idea in one of our House 
Assemblies and we received many generous presents.

On Friday 15th December, four students along with Mr 
Smith, Mr Goldring and Mrs Nicolle, visited Helen and 
Douglas House in Oxford, to give all the presents that 
Thames House had donated and wrapped for the poorly 
children there.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this wonderful 
cause. Our kindness helped to put a smile on the 
children’s faces this Christmas. A massive thank you to all 
of Thames House and also to Mrs Nicolle, Mr Goldring 
and Mr Smith for your support in making this amazing 
event happen.

Georgia Jenkins, 9TCGT

Students Demonstrate Fantastic Carpentry & Joinery Skills

The Year 10 and Year 11 alternative pathway students have the 
opportunity to attend ACE Training.

Here they are working towards the entry level qualification in 
carpentry and joinery. This also means they are learning some 
useful life skills in woodwork. This gives the students a head 
start if they wish to attend ACE Training post 16 and work in the 
construction industry in the future.

In the run up to Christmas, the students each made a tea-light 
holder and a variety of wooden Christmas trees. These have all 
been made using recycled pallets and the metal decorations 
have been cut from discarded drinks cans, teaching the students 
about a more sustainable and green way of life.

A selection of photographs can be found on the following page.

Naomi Heydon



Parents of students in Year 11, 12 & 13

Parents who claim Child Benefit and/or Child Tax Credit have until 31 
August to let HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) know if their 16 year old 
is going into approved full-time education or training to make sure they 
continue to receive payments.

You can claim for teenagers aged between 16 and 19 years if they are 
in approved full-time education or training, which includes GCSEs, A/
AS levels, national diplomas and NVQs up to level 3, as well as Study 
Programmes and Traineeships (England only) and approved training. 
However, advanced level education, such as a child studying for a degree 
at university or a BTEC Higher National Certificate, would not qualify. You 
cannot claim for young people who are working or following an approved 
apprenticeship with an employer.

HMRC recommend you to notify them online via your Personal Tax 
Account, where you can update both the Child Benefit and Child Tax 
Credit information in one simple journey. You can also let them know by:

Calling 0300 200 3100, or Sending a letter to:

• Child Tax Credits: Tax Credits Office, Preston, PR1 4AT and/or

• Child Benefit: Child Benefit Office, PO Box 1, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, NE88 1AA

It is also important to inform HMRC if your 
child is leaving approved education or 
training, as otherwise you may build up an 
overpayment which you will have to repay.

Further information:

https://www.gov.uk/child-tax-credit-
when-child-reaches-16

https://www.gov.uk/child-benefit-16-19 

https://www.turn2us.org.uk/ 



Exemplar Education Online Tutoring

On Monday we will be issuing every student a letter from Exemplar 
Education, who offer online tutoring to support secondary school 
students. We do not endorse the company, but can see how their 
services would help our students with their learning. The letter has 
a reply slip so please can you return the letter to school via your 
child’s tutor by Thursday 18th January at the latest, even if it is just 
to say that you are not interested. 

Many thanks, 

John O’Regan,
Assistant Headteacher

Careers News

• The NHS have organised an interesting event which would really benefit any young people considering a 
career within the healthcare profession – Please see the flyer for full details

•  In addition, they have also organised a recruitment event for young apprentices on 28th February – Further 
details to follow

CAREERS FEST

The school is pleased to announce that we are planning on taking a significant number of Year 10 students to the 
day time events which are being hosted at the Oxford Mini Plant on 6th and 7th February.

There will also be an opportunity for the parents/carers of students in Year’s 11, 12 and 13, to attend the event 
during the early evening session on 6th February – Full details, including how to book a place for the evening 
session, can be found on the flyer.

WORK EXPERIENCE

We have had a fantastic response to the work experience student placement applications for our Year 10 students.  
This is just a gentle reminder that there are still a small number of forms outstanding, and it would be appreciated if 
we could see these returned to the school as soon as possible.

The return of the student own placement form, once completed by the organisation with whom work experience 
has been arranged with, are due back by Friday 9th February. If you have any concerns about securing a placement 
for the work experience week, please contact me, Vikki Franklin, I am the newly appointed Careers Education    
Co-ordinator for the school.

I would therefore like to take this opportunity to formally introduce myself, and confirm that now I am in post, I am 
looking forward to working with both students and their parents/carers. I very much hope that within my role, the 
work I do with students will see them feel supported in some of the important choices they make for the good of 
their future.

Many thanks,

Vikki Franklin,
Careers Education Co-ordinator



Careers Fest 2018



Exploring Careers in the NHS



Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Monday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Easter Break: Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 29th June

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

Are you interested in training to teach?

Oxfordshire Teacher Training have an Open Evening on 23rd 
January from 6:00pm till 7:30pm at Cherwell School.

This is an information evening about the salaried and non-salaried, 
full and part-time and primary and secondary options that are all 
available in this area.

Gosford Hill School works closely with Oxfordshire Teacher 
Training and trains associate teachers. We have experience of the 
programmes, so we can also support you in making a decision to 
train to teach. 

If you are interested or even just remotely thinking about finding 
out about teaching as a new career, then

1. Look at the website:
http://www.oxfordshireteachertraining.co.uk 
or go to their Facebook page

2. Go to the Open evening

3. Contact Alison Driscoll here at Gosford Hill and we can 
arrange some time in school, experiencing what teaching 
might be like.

Alison Driscoll,
Assistant Headteacher



CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


