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ART

Students will investigate the work artists who use maps in their work. They will use 

maps and satellite images of where they live to inspire their own work.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

In term three students are continuing 

to work on the theme of Journeys. 

They are now looking at how maps 

can be used to inspire abstract 

pieces of artwork using collage and 

mixed media. 

In term four students will start to work 

on the theme of African Masks and 

develop ideas for their own pieces 

using papier-mâché to create texture, 

pattern and relief.

Parents can support by helping students to develop their drawing skills and 

confidence by looking at the different elements used in Art and practising these at 

home to create images linked Journeys and African Masks. They can also encourage 

visits to art galleries and museums and discuss the work seen by a range of different 

artists in a variety of styles and media.

www.artgallery.co.uk     www.nga.gov     www.art2day.co.uk

www.nationalgallery.org.uk     www.prm.ox.ac.uk     www.ashmolean.org
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2 COMPUTING

Recap and revise your coding diary. Read the Coding Club resources. Download and 

install python to practice at home. Students and parents could join the code academy.

Play battleships. Investigating household costs. Make your own pocket money planner.

How can I help my child?

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Useful website/resource:

Introduction to Python Programming

Students learn to programme with Python. Python is their first programming language 

because they will quickly learn how to think like a programmer. Python is very readable. 

Students won’t waste a lot of time memorizing the syntax that other programming 

languages need. It is also used in a wide range of real-world systems.

Introduction to Spreadsheets

Students begin using spreadsheets to model real world simulations. Spreadsheets are 

used to model real-world situations, they allow easy ‘what ifing’, graph drawing and 

spotting of trends and project planning. Students will learn to model house hold finances 

and find out what happens when interest rates go up or down.

Encourage programming at home in Python. Get them to use and explain functions 

such as ‘print’, ‘input’, ‘if’ and ‘for’.

Play Battleships to practice coordinates. It would be great if parents could discuss 

how loans and mortgages work, as well as what kind of figures are involved in running 

a home. Help your child make a pocket money planner. 

http://www.codingclub.co.uk/     http://www.python.org/download/

http://www.codecademy.com/

http://www.teach-ict.com/ks3/year7/spreadsheets_modelling/miniweb/index.htm

https://www.openoffice.org/ - if you need free Spread-sheeting software

Home Learning

Home Learning



DRAMA

To complete research on dystopia which will help them with their script writing. 

Learning lines will need to be done at home as will their evaluation of their 

performances.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Dystopia 

This unit of work is based around the theme of dystopia. The students are exploring this 

theme through the medium of television and programmes that they have seen or have 

heard about, such as ‘Lord of the Flies, ‘I’m a Celebrity’, and ‘The 100’. They will be 

creating their own dystopian worlds using a variety of practical work, such as physical 

theatre, hot seating, still images and cross cutting to bring their performances to life. It 

is an introduction to the type of work they will be doing in GCSE. This unit also covers, 

social/historical/cultural aspects of life as they know it and challenge their beliefs of what 

an ideal world should be.

Parents and carers can support by talking to their child about their learning, attending 

the theatre or accessing drama and theatre on television.

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize     www.childline.org.uk     www.nspcc.org.uk,

www.rsc.org.uk     www.nationaltheatre.org.uk 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

Students are given a homework menu in each area of DT to complete in each 

rotation. The tasks are aimed at developing design and evaluation skills. These are 

peer assessed midway through the rotation and assessed by the class teacher at the 

end of the rotation.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Year 8 Students are taught the Design Process from start to finish through making a 

printed draw string bag. Students learn how to screen print and are encouraged to work 

accurately using both hand and machine sewing skills.

Food: 

Students learn how to prepare and cook economical main meals in Year 8, building up 

a range of skills and knowledge to apply to a menu of their own design in the second 

rotation. Students are encouraged to work independently, plan their time effectively and 

think creatively about flavours and textures in food.

All home learning is posted on Show My Homework and the school website. You can 

help them by suggesting challenging tasks to choose and supporting them in their 

work. Students will also need support in getting ingredients for Food practical lessons.

YouTube is a good resource for help on drawing techniques for various home learning 

tasks. BBC Bitesize is useful for general information about each subject area.

Students in Year 8 Design and Technology will 

experience 3 subject areas in the course of the 

year. They will have a taste of all three specialisms 

before they take their KS4 options in March to help 

them with their decisions.

Resistant Materials:

Students develop the skills they learnt in Year 7, 

making a passive amplifier. Students develop their 

design skills, hand working skills, and evaluation 

skills. Students will also gain experience of using 

the laser cutter and 3D printer. 

Textiles Technology: 
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ENGLISH

Home learning will take a variety of forms, and will consolidate or extend work that 

students have completed in lessons. 

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

http://www.collinsdictionary.com/english-thesaurus 

http://www.reverso.net/spell-checker/english-spelling-grammar/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/dramamuchado/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/english/reading/text_types/revision/4/ 

Term 3: Non-fiction – writing to describe and explain 

Students will develop their writing in a variety of forms within specific genres. These forms 

will include journals, diaries and biographies. Students will further their understanding of 

how to craft writing for specific audiences, using a range of writing strategies.

Term 4: Shakespeare – Much Ado About Nothing

Students will experience the play through a class 

reading of key scenes from the text. This will 

be augmented by watching and analysing parts 

of film versions. Students will experience and 

explore Shakespeare’s language, engage with 

important themes and ideas – and develop their 

understanding of how Shakespeare makes use of 

plot, structure and characterisation to entertain 

the audience.

• You can monitor and discuss home-learning tasks. 

• You can encourage your child to read regularly at home to develop their 

vocabulary, as well as their spelling, punctuation and grammar skills. Your child 

will always have their Accelerated Reader novel to read.

• You could work on your child’s recurring spelling mistakes.
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GEOGRAPHY6

There are a range of tasks, with increasing difficulty set as homework which will also be 

available on the Show My Homework website.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Risky World

Integral to any study of risk in the human and physical worlds are the geographical concepts of 
place, space and scale. It is important to understand the spatial patterns of risk (where the risk 
is), the scale of the risk (how big the risk is and how bad the effects might be) and the influence 
of place on risk (what physical and human characteristics make a location risky). Geographers 
are by no means the only people interested in this. Businesses such as insurance companies, 
governments, environmental agencies and planners also analyse risk in the world, often with 
the aid of GIS. The purpose of this module is to explore the world of risk from a personal scale 
to a global scale as well as the physical causes of tectonic hazards. The media can seem full 
of stories about how we are at constant risk from crime, natural disasters, climate change, 
international terrorism and global epidemics. But who in the world is most at risk from natural 
tectonic hazards and is it possible to manage these risks/hazards?

‘Africa’…

We cover an array of geographical aspects, including the physical and human geography 
of the continent and individual countries within Africa.  The topic is designed to introduce 
students to the huge variation in geography that exists within the complex continent of Africa. 
The aim of each lesson is to involve them in the lives of people living in Africa, rather than just 
looking at the continent from the outside. Ultimately, students will learn that improving people’s 
lives in a continent that is often perceived to be a ‘hopeless case’ is dependent on a range of 
physical and human factors both within the individual countries, across the continent and on 
an international scale. There is also a study on the recent outbreak of Ebola and the impact of 

this on the countries and people affected.

There are an array of articles, websites and journals. Please keep an eye out for any news 

flashes and articles relating to our topics and encourage your child to read and interpret, 

where possible.

bbc.co.uk/news; www.sporcle.com – this is a quiz site which has a geography section. 

You can choose quizzes about naming countries, or capital cities with maps - a very useful 

practice. (It is a website where you do NOT do live quizzes against someone else)



HISTORY 7

The students have TakeAway homework stuck into their homework books with a 

selection of tasks designed to support their knowledge of the time periods we are 

studying.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Theme: - War and Conflict. Students will 

study the effect of war on people, such as 

refugees. We study a range of conflicts, 

including the English Civil War. We then 

move onto war in the 20th century, 

beginning with WW1 and moving into a 

study of the Second World War, following 

the rise of Hitler.

Watch history programmes as they come up on the television – most are good for 

context and overview of any time period of history. There are obviously a lot of 

programmes about the First World War at the moment. Use Horrible Histories books, 

website or TV programmes. In addition, students could research about where there 

are refugees and conflicts now. This would also link with the Geography of Conflict 

module they have just finished in Geography, or the RPE module about why there is 

war in Jerusalem. If you have visited, or are going to visit a castle, use photographs to 

talk about its defences. The Imperial War Museum in London is free and is also well 

worth a visit if you are stuck for something to do in a holiday or at the weekend.

www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk     www.bbc.co.uk/history 

www.schoolhistory.co.uk     www.activehistory.co.uk     www.iwm.org.uk

Also, look at the Horrible History pages of the CBBC website or watch any of the 

episodes on YouTube or on BBC iPlayer.



8 LANGUAGES

Pupils will be set weekly home learning tasks including regular revision of topic 

vocabulary. Students will also have a learning checklist which they will use to select 

topics to work on at home.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Term 3 (German) – Taster term of German

Pupils will study basic German including introductions, numbers and date, colours and 

phonics in order to help them make an informed choice about their GCSE options. 

Students are required to use of a range of tenses, 

pronouns, verbs, negatives, opinions, time phrases, 

connectives and intensifiers.

Encourage your child to complete home-learning tasks. Test your child on vocabulary 

items including spellings of key words.

•     www.languagesonline.org

•     Mobile apps (see display board for suggestions)

•     A French-English dictionary

•     Student vocabulary booklet (provided at start of term)

•     Personal Learning Checklist (in exercise books.)

Term 4 (French) – Paris

•     Places of interest

•     Giving opinions on tourist attractions

•     Transport

•     Past tense activities



9MATHS

Class teachers will set homework based upon class learning to help consolidate 

concepts. This home learning may be set to be done on the mymaths website as well 

as on worksheets. Home learning is on ‘Show My Homework’ for parents to easily 

see their child’s school work commitments and deadlines.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Students will continue to explore fractions, decimals and percentages, using 

representations and diagrams to show equivalences and to support calculations. They 

will understand the links between ratio and proportion, and apply their knowledge in 

problem solving. In Algebra, students will be expected to generate and understand 

arithmetic sequences, and link this to straight line graphs. They will build on work 

previously covered on equations, generating and solving equations and inequalities. 

Work on shape will include creating nets of a cuboid, and understanding the properties of 

quadrilaterals. In data handling, students will learn how to represent and interpret data in 

a number of different ways.

Ask your child to explain a topic they 

have learnt today. Write questions for 

each other on this topic. Make sure your 

child has the correct equipment for maths 

(pen, pencil, ruler and scientific calculator. 

Encourage your child to ‘look for the 

maths’ in everyday situations, for example 

when cooking or shopping.

www.mymaths.co.uk is a useful way to revise topics studied in class. Ask your Maths 

teacher for the password. 



10 MUSIC

Students need to learn the notes on the treble clef. Some students will also cover and 

need to practice pitches on the bass clef. Students should be able to identify, draw, 

and know the name of each note length - semibreve, minim, crotchet, quaver and 

semiquaver - and how many beats it lasts. 

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

In term 3, students will be learning about structure in music. This unit begins by exploring 

question and answer phrases as one of the simplest types of musical structures.  Students 

learn about call and response and how musical question and answer phrases balance 

with each other to form a complete structure. Students move onto explore Binary Form 

exploring how musical contrast is achieved between two different sections and develop this 

into Ternary Form by repeating the first section at the end to form a musical “sandwich”.  

Finally, students look at Rondo Form as a type of recurring musical structure and add 

contrasting melodic improvisations to a recurring “A” section. 

Throughout the term, students listen to examples of music based on each of the musical 

structures they are exploring and compose and perform within these forms.  Particular 

emphasis in this unit is placed on staff notation and melody writing skills and students are 

encouraged to use staff notation or letter names when notating compositions. Students 

who play musical instruments are encouraged to bring these to their music lesson.

Help them to revise note names and lengths from their Year 7 work, and together 

listen to as much music from different styles, genres and traditions as possible. Try to 

identify structural features like choruses, verses, A and B sections etc.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/elements_of_music/notationrev1.shtml 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/music/notation 



11PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Parents can help students by being aware of when they have PE lessons and ensuring 

that the correct clothing and protective equipment is purchased in advance of the 

lessons. Helping your son / daughter to practice some of the skills learned during 

lessons at home can be crucial to the learning of new skills, strategies and tactics.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

During terms 3 and 4 Year 8 male students will participate in football, gymnastics and 

fitness.  The female students will participate in netball, badminton and an introduction 

to a number of alternative sports. There will be an extensive number of opportunities for 

students to participate in extra-curricular clubs that run through-out the school year in 

addition to inter-house sports competitions. 

Students should use the governing body websites to familiarise themselves with 

the rules/laws of the sport. In addition they should look to find coaching advice and 

perfect technical models of the core skills.

The internet has a massive array of websites that give teaching points, helpful advice 

on the learning of new skills. The BBC website is one very useful resource that has 

simple instructions, diagrams and video support to help improve learning.



12 RELIGIOUS & PERSONAL EDUCATION

There are a range of tasks, with increasing difficulty set as Take Away homework. 

Students will have a sheet stuck into their home learning books and need to follow the 

instructions on the sheet. It will also be on Show my Homework.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

In term 3, we study why there is conflict in 

Jerusalem and in term 4 we study New World 

religions. The Gaza Strip, The West Bank and the 

deaths of Palestinians and Jews in Israel are rarely 

far from the news headlines.

Our third topic explains why three major world 

religions all hold Jerusalem to be a sacred place, 

which is one of the issues underpinning the conflict.

Have conversations about items in the news or about matters of faith and belief in 

general. Encourage your child to see things from more than one point of view and to 

be able to give reasoned view points.

For the topic about Jerusalem, some websites or online videos can usefully explain 

the Arab-Israeli conflict, but please be aware that people around the world feel 

passionate about this conflict and so some of the online resources may be one-sided 

and politically and religiously biased. Obviously there is the potential for links to 

Islamic fundamentalism and anti-Semitism, so please check them out first before you 

let your child watch them.

•     http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/20436092

•     http://www.historyguy.com/israeli-palestinian_conflict.html

•     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMv7_eOb0B4

For the topic on New World Religions, look out for television programmes or news 

items that discuss faith and belief in general.

Our fourth topic is designed to help students reflect on their own beliefs and spirituality, 

but studying other religions that some people might argue are not religions at all. 

Students will develop skills of critical analysis by comparing a range of beliefs.



13SCIENCE

Science homework will be set according to the subject being taught. This may involve 

practicing ideas taught in class, independent research tasks or more active tasks 

designed to make them think - e.g. designing a circuit for a house.

Home Learning

How can I help my child?

Useful website/resource:

Assessments:

Students will cover two topics in 

terms 3 and 4 from the following list:

1. Electricity and magnetism

2. Health and lifestyle

3. Energy and motion

Ask them what they are learning in Science 

- encourage them to use BBC KS3 Bitesize 

to go over their lessons regularly. Get them 

into great habits now by supporting them in 

making and keeping revision notes as they go 

along - not waiting for a test! Encourage them 

to read online/newspaper articles about current 

scientific progress in the areas outlined above.

A good starting point is the BBC Science website, the BBC Bitesize revision sites or 

skoool.co.uk

Pupils will sit 1 short assessment per unit of work. They will also sit a longer 

assessment to encourage them to revise topics taught in terms 1 and 2.
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