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Year 9 Rugby Team – County Cup Vase Champions!
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On Wednesday 29th November the Year 9 boy’s rugby team won the County Cup Vase beating The Oxford 
Academy 41- 0 in the final at Chipping Norton Rugby Club. The team have not only won the County Cup Vase, but 
they also reached the North Oxford League semi-finals having finished second in their group. Winning 5 of their 9 
games this season. This is a brilliant achievement by a fantastic group of students who have worked incredibly hard 
to achieve this success. 

This also represents a huge turnaround in results for this team, who remarkably are made up almost entirely of 
non-club players and so school rugby is there only exposure to the sport. At the start of Year 9 the team were still 
yet to win a competitive game having fallen narrowly short in many of their games during Year 7 and 8. However 
this group of students have stuck together, worked really hard and shown a huge amount of pride, determination 
and resilience to perform superbly during Year 9 fixtures and turnaround their fortunes. From winning no games in 
2 years, to winning 5 games out of 9 in one season, is a superb achievement. As a PE teacher winning is fantastic, 
but I have to say seeing the progress, effort and team spirit of this group of boys has been far more rewarding than 
the results themselves. They should all be very proud of their achievements. Roll on Year 10!

Squad:

Josh Hutchinson, Adam Blake, 
Sam Stowell, Henry Mimpress, 
Jimmy Barrett, Mitchell Foster, 
Dan Andrew, Max Rushby, 
Kyle Metcalfe, Julian Quinola, 
Kyle Uren-Palmer, Kaine Bayliss-
Ashton, Tiago Stevens-Rodriguez, 
Luke Bowlby, Jake Washington, 
Leo Havalescu, Jacob Richards, 
Kieran Blackwood.

Lee Smith, Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor

Gosford Hill Senior Choir at Kidlington Christmas Light Switch-on

Last week I had the privilege of joining with the rest of Senior Choir in singing at the Christmas 
Lights switch-on in Kidlington High Street. This was a great opportunity for us and we have, 
therefore, been rehearsing for several weeks in order to get our performance perfect. We sang 
alongside other groups, including North Kidlington, Edward Feild and the Stagecoach school. We 
sang an acapella arrangement of Duffy’s song ‘Mercy’ that Mr Wright composed, which had a 
solo line that I had the pleasure of singing with Emily Young. We then moved towards Christmas 
and sang two carols: O Come All Ye Faithful and Hark the Herald Angels Sing, with descants! 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at the Christmas lights and I was glad to see the support of other 
Gosford students and members of the community. Thank you to all who came to support us. We 
look forward to seeing you all at our Carol Concert in St. Mary’s Church on 14th December at 7pm.

Anna Heaven, 13ESWB



Thank You!

We would like to say a big thank you to all the staff, students and families who supported the Christmas fair. The 
event was a great success and we raised £2,000. In addition to the support from the school community, the event 
was supported by many local businesses with prizes and sponsorship and we would like to extend our thanks to:

Bunkers Hill Nursery
Cherwell Graphics

Co-operative
Costa Coffee

FABUlash
Geraldine Jennings Personal Fitness

Hair by Laura – Laura Carling
Kidlington & Gosford Sports Centre

Magenta Café
Miller & Carter

Nevrus Hairdressing
Oxford University Press

Prestige Beauty
Sainsbury’s Littlemore

The Bell at Hampdon Poyle
The Box of Delights

Ubuntu

Dom Ward, Deputy Headteacher

Year 12 – Nuffield Research Placements

Nuffield Research Placement Scheme can offer Year 12 Students exciting 
placements in industry and local organisations. The four to six week 
placements take place during the summer holidays and give students 
the opportunity to work with Scientists, Technologists, Engineers or 

“Not your average holiday job!”

Steve Williams, Head of Sixth Form

Mathematicians on a Research Project. You’ll get hands-on experience, learn new skills and gain a valuable insight into 
the careers available to you. To apply you should be in Year 12 and studying Science, Maths or Technology at A level, and 
have a minimum of 5 GCSEs at Grade B or above, including Maths, Science and English or a Humanities subject.

Applications are now open. Bursaries are available. For further details contact: admin@setpointherts.org.uk, or visit 
www.nuffieldfoundation.org/ nuffield-research-placements

Advance Notice

Students have been reminded that false nails and nail varnish are banned from school. After last Christmas several 
students returned to school with false nails. These must be removed in preparation for the return to school.

Students who arrive to school wearing false nails will be sent home and will return once they are taken off.

I hope this advance notice clarifies the situation.

Richard Belmont,
Assistant Headteacher



Kidlington Primary Year 5 Multiskills Festival

On Thursday 30th November Gosford Hill School hosted the 
Kidlington Primary School Year 5 Multiskills Festival. The focus of the 
festival was on developing teamwork and resilience. Every students 
in Year 5 from our 5 Primary Partnership Schools of St Thomas More, 
North Kidlington, Edward Feild, Dr South’s & West Kidlington were 
invited. Over 170 children from across the partnership worked in 
teams to successfully complete a series of 10 activities that challenged 
them to work as a team and develop physical, social, cognitive and 
emotional skills.  

Amongst the activities were stations such as the netball shooting 
challenge, giant target throw, standing long jump, cricket wicket 
challenge and bean bag target throw that tested pupil’s agility, balance, 
coordination and speed. As well as stations such as bench games, 
quicksand, agility relay course that required pupils to work together 
as a whole team to achieve success. The children worked together 
brilliantly and the teamwork on display was a joy to watch. The pupils 
were a real credit to their schools and staff. 

The event was expertly run by 21 Year 10 sports leaders from Gosford 
Hill School who successfully managed to teach and lead their activities 
as well as keep students safe in a sports hall full of over 200 pupils 
and adults! Thank you and well done to: Steven Courtney, Cooper 
Whitford, Thomas Kavanagh, Ellie Madden, Jemima Clarke, Indrena 
Henry, Rebecca Walker, Ben Crone, Alex Neale, Maahir Miah, Jacob 
Soper, Abi Kent, Harriet Symes, Chris Willis, Ethan Lau, Ellie Pettifer, 
Jasmine Pettifer, Katie Archer, Joe Rogers, Sam George & Libby Giles. 

Well done to everyone involved!

Lee Smith, 
Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor

Student Reports

We are currently setting up a new system for assessment and reporting.  Reports for Years 8 to 11 will be out to 
parents by Friday 26 January.  The next reports for Years 12 and 13 will go out by Friday 2 February and the second 
Year 11 report will go out by Thursday 29 March 2018.

Jackie Fairchild,
Assistant Headteacher



Safe Drive Stay Alive Tour

On Tuesday 28th November, Year 13 attended Thames 
Valley’s ‘Safe Drive Stay Alive’ theatre presentation. 
The experience hit home with all the sixth formers - if 
you weren’t in tears by the end, you were definitely left 
with a resonant message to reflect on. The production 
consisted of a film interspersed with live speakers telling 

their own stories. The aim of this was to help young people understand that they are 
not invincible on the roads by bringing home the reality of being in a road traffic 
accident. The production portrayed how even a minute’s lapse in concentration 
can have devastating consequences. We listened to personal experiences from 
representatives of the emergency services; a mother who had lost her son in a 
road traffic accident; a survivor of a horrific car crash; a young person was even 
interviewed in prison after causing death by dangerous driving. 

Safe Drive Stay Alive depicted the effects of excessive speed, not wearing a seatbelt, 
distraction, peer pressure and drug / alcohol use while driving: all the main factors 
that can contribute to road traffic collisions and accidents.  Every student was given 
a signal blocker mobile phone wallet, designed to prevent the need for distraction as 
any phone placed in it cannot receive any calls, messages or notifications.

As a young driver I try to be as safe as possible on the roads but this presentation truly stressed the importance of always 
being aware and how it only takes a few seconds for things to go horribly wrong. The message was presented in a 
moving and powerful manner, speaking for itself the precautions that drivers need to take to be safe. Every single one 
of us were left speechless by this thought provoking experience and the next time I get into a car, I will remember the 
message given by Safe Drive Stay Alive. 

Gemma Puleston, 13WACA



EMC Conference Reviews – 23rd November 2017

Then there was a panel discussion where three speakers had to convince us as the audience to buy one of these three books: 
The Grapes of Wrath (John Steinbeck), Reservoir 13 (Jon McGregor) and NW (Zadie Smith). NW was the winner, but I chose 
The Grapes of Wrath.

John Mullan then spoke about ‘How to read a novel’, which was one of my favourite lectures. He also read extracts from 
many classics in literature. Firstly, I loved how the lecture introduced me to many notable works in literature and, secondly, 
I took a lot of skills away from this lecture – such as how important the openings and endings of novels are and how writers 
are inspired by books by other authors. For example, Dickens in Great Expectations was inspired by Robinson Crusoe.

 I had a lot of fun on this trip. Again, as I said at the start, it is definitely not one to forget. I took many skills and notes away 
with me which I know will be useful in the future. Hopefully I’ll be able to apply them to my A Level exams in 2018.

Ruby Fung, 13ESWB

Death! Nothing can sum up A-Level English Literature like the gruelling topic of people dying, because if that doesn’t wake 
you up from a 2-hour coach journey, then what will? 

On Thursday 23rd of November a group of Year 12 and Year 13 students, as well as two Year 11 students, were fortunate 
enough to attend a conference hosted by the English & Media Centre at Friends House, London, where they attended 
lectures presented by renowned professors and experts. They listened to talks on subjects from birth to death, and everything 
in between, in almost every medium of writing. 

The day began with an insight into the different literary approaches to death, which was strongly intertwined with 
Shakespeare’s “Moral Anxieties”. One favourite quotation was by Michel de Montaigne (1532–1592): “I want death to find 
me planting cabbages”. This was part of a fascinating lecture about death and how writers, including Shakespeare, reflected 
upon death in their works. 

This was followed by a lecture from Guardian writer Blake Morrison on the craftsmanship needed to form a coherent essay. 
As well as this, students were shown how to dissect poems and novels in the most efficient way – a skill essential for passing 
their exams – which was presented by Sarah Crown and a Professor of English Literature at UCL, John Mullan. 

The conference concluded with an intriguing, active lecture from professional actor Simon Bubb, which included short 
performances from Jerusalem and Hamlet; this lecture helped to identify how humour is conveyed in different plays.    

The conference exposed students to the different techniques and perspectives of analysis and how to effectively produce 
detailed interpretations from any given text, an invaluable trait which will prove to be incredibly useful. Excellently 
presented, enjoyable and educational, it was definitely a conference that we hope to attend again! Overall it was a brilliant 
trip. Thank you to Miss McCarthy for organising the trip, and to Mr Lee and Miss Newman for accompanying us on it.

Maryam Jan (12ESWB) and Laura Scaife (11CJLE) 

On the 23rd November, A level English Literature students from Years 12 and 13 
and two lucky Year 11s went to Euston in London for an A level English Literature 
conference. It was definitely not a trip to forget. 

The first speaker, Michael Neil, was very enthusiastic regarding death within 
Literature. For example, making references to Macbeth, he explained how death 
within literature should not be feared, as it is integrated into everyday life. 

The second speaker, Blake Morrison, discussed ‘how to write an essay’. His 
passion for essays was good to see; he stated how subjective and personal essays 
are, and showed that how one writes and structures essays really defines one’s self.

We then had a lunch break which was fun: 40 minutes to walk up and down 
Euston streets and feel the air of central London. 

The third speaker was one of my personal favourites. Her lecture ‘How to read 
a poem’ was captivating. She read and analysed two poems, ‘A Prayer for my 
Daughter’ and ‘Possession’, and I took some skills away that I can use for my 
exams – for example, how important the title of a poem is. 



Autumn Term: Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017

   Half Term Break: Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017

Spring Term:  Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term: Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS:   Friday 29th June 2018

Autumn Term: Wednesday 5th September – Friday 21st December 2018

   Half Term Break: Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October 2018

Spring Term:  Monday 7th January  – Friday 5th April 2019

   Half Term Break: Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 2019

Summer Term: Monday 23rd April – Wednesday 24th July 2019

   Easter Break: Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April 2019

INSET DAYS:   Tuesday 4th September 2018, 5th October, 26th November, 15th February, 29th June

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

TERM DATES:   2018 - 2019

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


