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Following the tremendous success of our first Christmas Fair last year, the Friends of Gosford Hill School are 
hosting our 2017 Christmas Fair on Saturday from 2pm to 4pm in the School Hall. Students in their Houses have 
been busy preparing stalls for the event, and the Friends have spent a great deal of time, effort and energy pulling 
together the whole event and organising the raffle and additional stalls. I am very grateful to the Friends of Gosford 
Hill School for all that they do for the school. Their fundraising work throughout the year provides for the luxury 
extras that the school budget can’t extend to, and as you are hopefully aware, the current fundraising campaign is 
aimed at providing better outdoor facilities, including table tennis tables, benching and a covered area. As well as 
fundraising, The Friends have supported us throughout the year in other ways, and this included the make over of 
several garden areas, which we featured in a newsletter a few weeks ago.

 We always need more support in order to make a difference for our young people, and you don’t have to be a 
member of The Friends to be able to help. You can help in many other ways. If you have local contacts or are able 
to support us by donating equipment or services or getting discount for things, that all helps too and we’d love to 
hear from you. If you feel that you can support us in some way, please contact us on friendsofghs@outlook.com

 The Christmas Fair on Saturday is the start of our build up to Christmas. Other dates for your diary include our 
Carol Concert at St. Mary’s Church in Kidlington on Thursday 14th December, Christmas Lunches on Wednesday 
20th December, and our Whole School Christmas Assembly on our last day of term, on Thursday 21st December.

I look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Fair on Saturday.

Nigel Sellars
Headteacher



Gosford Hill Sixth Form Support Children In Need

On Friday 24th November Sixth Form students took on a Disney theme for the day, dressing up as their favourite 
characters raising money for charity. We had several Disney Princesses, Boo from Monsters Inc, Aladdin, Mr. Incredible 
and a Jedi Knight!

At the end of the day all 6 tutor groups came together 
in the common room to make coin sculptures from 
their donated money. They were judged by Nigel 
Sellars and the winners were WESY with the Little 
Mermaid, with runners up ESWB with Darth Vader.

The total raised by Years 12 and 13 was £282.65.
Well done to you all, a fantastic achievement.

Steve Williams
Head of Sixth Form



On Thursday 7th December Year 11 students will be taking a practice examination for Maths. In order to minimise 
disruption to other students, the exams will take place in classrooms. It is really important that students are fully 
prepared for the exam, with correct equipment including a scientific calculator. 

For this exam only, students will be allowed to bring in a ‘cheat sheet’ to the exam. This is to help boost their 
confidence and support them with identifying the really ‘key’ information that they will need to learn by the ‘real’ 
exams. Students have been given a topic list, so that they know exactly which topics they should focus on for this exam.

Pam Davys, Teacher of Mathematics

Year 11 Practice Maths Examination - Thursday 7th December

Scholastic Book Fair in The Learning Centre



Tassomai - The Learning Program



Tassomai - The Learning Program



Careers Fest 2018



Nuffield Department of Orthopaedics, Rheumatology and 
Musculoskeletal Sciences, is a medical department within 
the University of Oxford which brings together researchers, 
statisticians, engineers, imaging specialists, clinicians and 
patients. They are offering Year 12 Students the opportunity 
to do a Work Experience placement with them, to give a 
flavour of the depth and breadth of the work carried out.

Year 12 Work Placement Opportunity

Students will experience a wide range of different activities throughout the week including talks, work shadowing 
and workshops. The weeks available are 9-13 July and 16-20 July 2018, and to apply you should complete the 
application form at www.ndors.ox.ac.uk/get-involved/work-experience and then return the form to 
communications@ndorms.ox.ac.uk by Wednesday, 31 January 2018.

Steve Williams, Head of Sixth Form

Year 10 Work Experience Week: 11th - 15th June 2018

I am pleased to confirm arrangements for Year 10 Work Experience for next summer. Whilst this seems a long time away 
there is a certain amount of paper work and checks required to be completed well before the work experience week, so 
I am asking for your support in helping your son / daughter find a suitable placement and for the necessary paperwork to 
be completed and returned as outlined below and in the work experience application pack.

Application packs for Year 10 students were distributed to students on Thursday this week, so if you have not yet seen the 
pack please ask your son / daughter to show it you and I would be grateful if you could go through it with them. Each 
pack has been personally labelled with every Year 10 student name. If any student did not receive a pack e.g. due to 
absence, then please collect as soon as possible from your form tutor.

Please note that work experience is not necessarily about a career choice and students shouldn’t get too worried 
about this. It is more about getting experience of a work place and being with other adults from a range of different 
backgrounds/ disciplines. The most successful placements are those where students are busy with a wide variety of 
different tasks. 

Important Dates

Application form (white) returned to Form Tutor before 15th December. All forms to be returned to the tray in Student 
Reception please.

Placement Information (lilac) form returned to Form Tutor before 9th February 2018.

Following receipt of the placement form details will be sent to our partners - Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership 
Limited (OxLEP) who will carry out Health and Safety checks for the proposed placement

 Spare copies of the Work Experience pack, including forms, are also available on the school website. 

Support

• Year 10 assembly held on 8th November
• Form Tutors will be discussing work experience with Year 10s in the following weeks within Academic 

Mentoring. 
• There will be a careers education PSHE lesson before Christmas
• Ms. Vikki Franklin, Careers Education Co-ordinator has been appointed from January 2018
• We are planning to take Year 10 to the Careers Festival at BMW in February – see advert in last week and 

this week’s Newsletter – you are able to also attend with your son / daughter on 6th February from 4:00pm  
– please use the link on the flyer to book your place.

Thank you for your support with this important activity. 

Dom Ward, Deputy Headteacher



Autumn Term:

Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017

Half Term Break: Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017

Spring Term:

Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term:

Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS: Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


