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The Year 7 and Year 8 Hockey Teams played in the Level 2 North Oxfordshire Hockey tournaments at NOA last 
week. Both teams are winners of their respective North/South leagues, but now they were up against the other 
North/North league winners and runners up. The atmosphere was really tense and exciting for these young players 
with up to 10 schools playing hockey on a brand new astro pitch. The Year 7 and 8 teams played in the cup 
tournament with the winner and runner up going through to the Level 3 Oxfordshire School Games Finals in March 
2018 at Tilsley Park. The squads were fantastic in their hard work, team spirit, high skill level and determination to 
win by scoring goals. The Year 7 and Year 8 hockey teams both won their three games and are now champions of 
North Oxfordshire and therefore qualify for the Level 3 Oxfordshire School Games Finals. Brilliant!

Results: Year 7:             NOA Won 8-0              BGN Won 3-1        Bicester Won 2-1             1st Overall

Results: Year 8:            Cooper Won 4-0         Warriner Won 3-1        Banbury Won 3-0             1st Overall

Debbie Green, Teacher of PE

Year 7 Hockey Squad:

Jaya Smith, Aisha Hussain, Charlotte Griffiths,
Amelia Pearson, Lucy McGrath, Fiona Baker
Zoe Spokes, Ella Joyce, Sophia Garcia, Gemma Blake

Year 8 Hockey Squad:

Grace Barrett, Rebecca Pegden, Lucy Hayes,
Taylor Jenkins, Lea Hague, Millie Mackenzie,
Chloe Upellini, Phoebe Pipkin, Isabelle Thacker
Faith Toon

Lockdown Simulation

Please be aware that there will be a lockdown simulation on Thursday 30th November during period 4. This follows a 
very successful pilot in July 2017 in conjunction with link police officers, who will again be joining school staff.

Students will be reassured that it is highly unlikely that a lockdown will be needed, however there is an expectation that 
schools have a system in place and that it is rehearsed and evaluated.

Thank you for your support and understanding.

Richard Belmont, Assistant Headteacher



Sixth Form Information Evening

The Sixth Form Information evening held on Wednesday evening was very well attended with Year 11 students and 
their parents. Key points about the transition process were given, including dates:

Monday December 11th 2017 – Year 11 Sixth Form Taster Day

Friday December 15th 2017 – Sixth Form applications due in

Wednesday February 21st 2018 – Sixth Form Interviews

Monday 25th & Tuesday 26th June 2018 – Sixth Form Introduction days

Thursday 23rd August 2018 – GCSE Results Day

Key data was presented form last year’s A-level results including:

If you didn’t manage to come along, you can collect a Sixth Form prospectus and application form from the Sixth 
Form centre.

Steve Williams
Head of Sixth Form

Past Student Dissertation Parents, Teachers and Students Survey

Emily Hurdley is a past student studying for her Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology at Warwick University. Emily is about to 
embark on her dissertation based on the idea that ‘Terrorism in the UK affects how parents feels about parenting their 
children, linking to ideas of routine, restriction and fear.’ 

Emily will need to interview parents of children of all ages through a focus group of possibly around 10 parents and then 
5 separate interviews as well. If you’d like to help Emily with her dissertation, please contact Mrs Webb through email to:

swebb@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

Official information including ethics and consent forms will be shared with the group before the focus group. All data 
collated will be confidential. 

Mrs Webb
Assistant Faculty Leader – Computing Business and Languages



Photographs from Remembrance Day

Sixth Form - Interesting Opportunities

Wipro delivers IT Services, Business and Technology Consulting, IT Outsourcing and System Integration services 
solutions. They are currently recruiting for their Degree Apprenticeship Programme as part of their flagship strategic 
talent programme (Ascent). The four year programme offers a starting salary of £17,000, and to apply you should have 
a minimum of 96 UCAS points from 3 A levels (including IT or Computer Science). Students attend Sheffield Hallam 
University on block release, working towards a BSc (Honours) in Digital & Technology Solutions Degree. Wipro pays for 
your tuition fees and hotel accommodation. For further information and to apply visit:

www.wipro.com, or email nilu.singh@wipro.com

Steve Williams, Head of Sixth Form

The Department of Meteorology at the University of Reading, in collaboration with 
the UK Met Office and the European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting, 
have developed a Work Experience programme aimed at Students studying Science, 
Physics and Maths, and considering a Physics/Maths related course at University. 
The programme is designed to provide an opportunity for students, interested in 
science, to find out about the expanding subject of weather and climate research, 
in addition to the broader field of environmental physics and the variety of careers 
available in these fields. During the programme they will gain experience of what it 
is like to work in these disciplines, as well as an idea of student life at the University 
of Reading. The four day programme will take place from 13 - 16 February 2018. This 
non-residential course is free of charge and limited to 40 places. Early applications 
are recommended, and the closing date is Friday, 1 December. For further details and 
to register go to www.met.reading.ac.uk.



School Reports

Year 7 Reports

Year 7 reports are being handed out by form tutors for students to bring home.  

We have a new format for the Year 7 report this year. The report includes effort, a comment about how to make 
further progress and an indication of how your son / daughter is performing relative to their year group.  Please see 
the back of the report for a more detailed explanation.

Sixth Form Reports

Sixth Form reports are being handed out by form tutors.

The Sixth Form (Key Stage 5) report shows, for each subject, a target grade, a predicted grade, how well your
son / daughter applies themselves in class (attitude to learning), how well they work independently and whether 
they complete work on time.  The target grade is based on performance in the top 25% nationally.  Both the 
predicted grade and the Key Stage 5 target grade refer to the grade in the final qualification, which most students 
take at the end of Year 13.  

The next two weeks are an important time for students to continue to consolidate their learning, using the advice 
and feedback from their teachers, in preparation for their Practice Exams.

Sixth Form Practice Exams 11 – 15 December

Sixth Form Practice Exams take place week beginning 11 December.  Students will be on study leave for the week, 
and attend school only for written exams. 

Final timetables, together with explanatory notes for students and parents/carers, will be distributed to students 
next week.

Normal lessons for Years 12 and 13 will resume on Monday 18 December.

Please contact me if you have any queries.

Jackie Fairchild
Assistant Headteacher

Scholastic Book Fair in the Learning Centre - 5th to 12th December

What better gift for Christmas than a book. 
Why not pop in to our book fair and browse an amazing selection of books from only £2.99.

All year groups are welcome to pop into The Learning Centre before school,
and at break or lunch-time to browse and purchase their books, some may 

also have the opportunity to browse during an English lesson.

Please remember to send your child with some money 5th – 12th December
should they wish to make a purchase. Every purchase made at the Scholastic book fair

benefits our school and helps us to earn FREE books for our library. 

£2.00 off each of the above books at the book fair with the coupon in the flyer from your form tutor.



Careers Fest 2018

  
                                 

                                  

 
 

Invitation to Careers Fest 2018 
6th February from 4pm, MINI Plant Oxford 

 
 
Is your son or daughter looking for ideas and inspiration for what to do when they 
leave school? Would you like to know more about opportunities available locally?  
 
Come to Careers Fest on 6th February from 4pm at MINI Plant Oxford! For the first 
time this year, there will be an open session for parents, carers, families and 
students who aren’t attending with their school, or who would like to come back with 
their family. You will have the opportunity to: 
 

 Talk to over 50 employers, further education colleges, universities and training 
organisations 

 Meet Apprentices and other employees and ask all your questions about 
starting out in the world of work 

 Get information and advice on future paths and careers from a varied range of 
sectors 

 Have a go at practical activities relating to different roles to get a feel for what 
a job entails  

 Find out about the sorts of jobs and careers available locally 
 
 

    
 
 
How to book 
 
Booking is essential. Please visit: https://tinyurl.com/careersfest. Click on ‘Register’ 
and scroll down to choose your time slot – 4pm, 5pm or 6pm. 
 
Get in touch 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Clare McLening on 07769 742295 or 
clare.mclening@oxfordshirelep.com.   
 

 



Friends of Gosford Hill School Christmas Fair



Kidlington & District Community Forum - Logo Competition



Autumn Term:

Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017

Half Term Break: Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017

Spring Term:

Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term:

Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS: Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


