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Proprio Motu
“Of one’s own accord”



Our vision is for Gosford Hill School Sixth 
Form to be outstanding; full of successful 
students thriving on the challenge. We believe 
in a Sixth Form that provides an excellent 
education for all its students and preparing 
them for life after Gosford Hill School, as 
responsible and successful members of society.

VISION AND ETHOS

MR NIGEL SELLARS, HEADTEACHER AND
MR STEVE WILLIAMS, HEAD OF SIXTH FORM,

THE SIXTH FORM STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

O
FSTED REPORT

Sixth Formers are mature, 

tolerant and respectful of  

difference. They have a 

very good understanding 

of  how to look after 

themselves and be safe.



Welcome to a strong Sixth Form full of
talented students, striving for success. 
We provide quality learning and teaching 
in a friendly, supportive and inclusive 
environment with small class sizes, enabling 
our students to maximise their potential.

Gosford Hill Sixth Form students have their own 
identity, but they are also an integral part of 
the whole school community; they have a key 
role as ambassadors, lead learners, mentors, 
coaches and role models for younger students.

In addition to advancing students’ academic 
abilities, Gosford Hill School prides itself 
on developing students both emotionally 
and socially, equipping them with the skills 
needed to be successful once they move into 
the world of work or higher education.

So, if you are a motivated and determined 
young person, who likes a challenge, then 
Gosford Hill is the school for you. We 
look forward to you joining our Sixth Form 
and celebrating your future success.

WELCOME

MR NIGEL SELLARS, HEADTEACHER AND
MR STEVE WILLIAMS, HEAD OF SIXTH FORM,

THE SIXTH FORM STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM



At Gosford Hill Sixth Form we pride ourselves 
on the level of support offered to students 
throughout their A Level studies. We believe 
that regular and consistent feedback to both 
students and parents of student progress is pivotal 
to student success. There is a team of highly 
qualified and experienced tutors, who will work 
with the students throughout their time in the 
Sixth Form. They will act as the main point of 
contact for parents. Students meet with their 
tutors twice daily. There is also a committed 
and experienced Sixth Form Leadership Team 
monitoring student progress supporting where 
needed. Our small average class sizes means 
we can provide and deliver a much more 
focused and personal learning community, 
enabling all students to thrive and succeed.
 
The transition process to post 16 learning starts 
early in the lower school. Year 9 and 10 students 
are welcomed regularly into the Sixth Form. They 
are given an opportunity to see the facilities, 
meet with current Sixth Form students and the 
Sixth Form Team and discuss the subjects they are 
considering taking. There are also presentations 
about our curriculum, the enrichment programme, 

STUDENT SUPPORT, CHALLENGE AND TRANSITION
extra-curricular opportunities and advice from 
Sixth Formers on how to effectively make the 
step up to A Level and Level 3 study. External 
applicants are very welcome to attend all 
introductory sessions, and are invited to both 
the Interview and Introduction Days. Families 
are welcome to make appointments with the 
Sixth Form Leadership Team to view the school 
and discuss the opportunities that we offer.

OFSTED REPORT

Detailed feedback enables 

many learners to work 

independently to improve 

the quality of their work. As 

a result, they learn well in 

lessons and over time.



At Gosford Hill School, we design our 
subject option lines around student 
preferences after applications are received. 
We therefore have a greater chance of 
accommodating the combination of subjects 
that students wish to study. You can find 
further details in the ‘Sixth Form Course 
Information Booklet’ which is found within 
your pack and also on the school website.

CURRICULUM

O
FSTED REPORT

Subject leaders regularly 

check learners’ progress 

towards demanding targets. 

A raft of support measures is 

delivered by subject teachers 

and tutors for any learners 

who start to fall behind.



Gosford Hill Sixth Form provides first-rate 
teaching and learning characterised by high 
standards and excellent classroom relationships. 
Teachers have the highest expectations of what 
students can achieve and promote their learning 
through providing engaging, challenging and high 
quality lessons. Smaller average class size enables 
close support and monitoring of student progress.
Students are expected to take an active role in 
their learning to ensure that they achieve to the 
very best of their ability. A key component of 
successful learning at school is the learning that 
takes place at home or during ‘private study’ 
time within the school. Gosford Hill School takes 
an innovative and flexible approach to home 
learning, and provides a mixture of excellent 
facilities for students to study independently.

The Sixth Form Team, and Subject Leaders, 
offer targeted support, ensuring that students 
are working towards and beyond their target 
grades. Subject teachers provide ‘working at’ 
grades every term and this information is used 
as the basis for discussion with students during 
their Academic Mentoring sessions. If concerns 
are raised then parents will be informed. In 
addition to this, parents will be invited to two 
Parent Consultation Evenings and will receive 
written Progress Checks throughout the course of 
the year. Needless to say, parents are welcome 
to make individual appointments with tutors, 
subject staff and the Sixth Form Leadership Team 
to discuss progress at any point in the year.

ASSESSING AND REPORTING

TEACHING AND LEARNING

OFSTED REPORT

Teachers have high 

expectations and use their 

good subject knowledge to 

design learning activities 

which engage and 

challenge learners.



I am studying Maths, 

Physics and Psychology 

in Year 12. I hope to become 

a Royal Naval Officer.

Jake



At Gosford Hill School we recognise the 
value that both universities and potential 
employers place on relevant work experience. 
All students are encouraged to complete a 
minimum of one week’s work experience in 
Year 12. We offer our students support with 
finding placements and many have benefited 
from careers experience in fields ranging from 
journalism to engineering. Students are expected 
to participate in one hour of community service 
a week. Many have helped younger students 
in their favourite subjects or supported them 
with their studies in the Learning Centre. 
Sixth Form students all follow an enrichment 
programme on a Wednesday afternoon. Year 
12 select one of the pathways such as:

• The Young Enterprise Scheme
• Extended Project Qualification
• The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme

We are also constantly looking to 
enhance Students’ learning opportunities 
to broaden their horizons and skill set 
with activities such as Level 1 First Aid 
Qualification with St John’s Ambulance.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

WORLD CHALLENGE, THAILAND 2016

I am currently studying 

Psychology, History and English 

Literature at A Level. I hope to 

study English at university and 

continue to persue this passion 

through teaching.

Katie



In addition to academic study, students have 
the opportunity to participate in a wide range of 
extra-curricular activities. These help to develop 
leadership, organisation and interpersonal 
skills. Some of the activities currently offered 
are public speaking and debate, educational 
visits including skiing in Italy and a Performing 
Arts trip to Europe. Also competitive sport, 
international expeditions with World Challenge 
and residential trips organised by subject areas.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROVISION

WORLD CHALLENGE, THAILAND 2016

O
FSTED REPORT

Tutor time is used well to reflect 

on social and moral issues 

and help learners prepare for 

adult life. In addition, sixth 

formers told inspectors that 

they particularly value the wide 

range of  enrichment activities 

that the school offers.



All students are supported with making Post 
18 choices whether they plan to move on to 
university, further education, apprenticeship or 
employment. There is a wealth of expertise and 
knowledge within the Sixth Form Team to assist 
students with their choices. In addition there is 
a planned programme of talks and workshops 
as well as visits to universities, subject specific 
study days and careers fairs. In 2017 all students 
accepting university offers have progressed 
to their first or second choice university.
 

CAREERS AND DESTINATIONS

YEAR 13 DESTINATIONS
(September 2017)

University

Apprenticeship

Employment

Further Education College

Year 14 Gosford Hill School

Voluntary Work

Recent university destinations include:

• Physics at Oxford University
• Maths at Bristol University
• Automotive Engineering at 

Coventry University
• Biology at Oxford Brookes 
• Geography at Queen Marys, London
• Criminology at Nottingham University
• Economics at Bristol University
• Biomedical Science at University 

of Aston, Birmingham
• Primary Teaching at Winchester University

I am studying Maths, P.E and 

Psychology at A Level. I was 

unsure what I wanted to do 

at Sixth Form, however, after 

support and guidance from 

the school, I now hope to 

study Accounting and Finance 

at the University of  Leeds.

Zak



To apply to Gosford Hill Sixth Form, students 
must complete and return the application 
form included in the welcome pack. 
Applications are welcome throughout the 
year. Application forms are available on 
the school website and can be returned via 
email to the Sixth Form email address 
sixthform@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk or by 
post. Applicants will then be invited to 
attend a Sixth Form interview. See further 
details in the Course Information booklet.

FURTHER DETAILS AND HOW TO APPLY

OFSTED REPO
RT

Learners in the Sixth Form 

are ambitious; most progress 

to further education, 

training or employment in 

their chosen field and many 

progress to good universities.



Gosford Hill School
Oxford Road

Kidlington

Oxfordshire

OX5 2NT

01865 374971

sixthform@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk
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