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Our Year 7 and Year 8 hockey teams have made a very impressive finish to their league campaign this season. We 
have played five matches against: Heyford Park, Coopers School, Bicester School, Warriner School and Sibford 
School amassing 92 goals between the A and B teams! Both A teams are at the top of the leagues!

Year 7 v Bicester School Won 5-2

Player of the match: Charlotte Griffiths

Year 8 v Bicester School Won 11-1

Player of the match: Lucy Hayes

Year 7A v Warriner School Won 7-3

Player of the match: Jaya Smith

Year 7B V Warriner School Won 5-1

Player of the match: Katelyn Willis

Year 7A v Sibford School Won 5-2

Player of the match: Charlotte Griffiths

Year 8A v Sibford School Won 6-1

Player of the match: Lucy Hayes

Year 8B v Sibford School Won 4-0

Player of the match: Darla Merry

Year 7 v Heyford Park Won 14-0 

Player of the match: Charlotte Griffiths

Year 8 v Heyford Park Won 11-1

Player of the match: Millie Mackenzie

Year 7 v Coopers School Won 16-0

Player of the match: Fiona Baker

Year 8 v Coopers School Won 8-1

Player of the match: Isabel Thacker

There are two squads for each year group with over 30 girls attending regular training. 

The North Oxon Tournaments: Year 8A Hockey Tuesday 14th November and Year 7A Hockey Thursday 16th 
November. The tournaments are at North Oxford Academy at Banbury leaving school at 3:00pm, return to Gosford 
Hill at 6:15pm. Spectators are welcome. The winners and runners up from the tournaments qualify for the Level 3 
County Competition at Tilsley Park in March 2018.

Year 8 Squad:

Holly Prosseur, Melissa Page, Sian Davies, Anna Josephs, 
Alessia Ilie, Ellie Sanderson, Isabel McGregor, 
Amelia Smart, Olivia Fitzgerald, Caitlin Beane, 
Lea Hague, Tara Nickfarjam, Faith Toon, Isabel Thacker,
Taylor Jenkins, Phoebe Pipkin, Lucy Hayes,
Millie Mackenzie, Rebecca Pegden, Emily Sulley.
(Chloe Upellini, Darla Merry, Poppy Grenfell, 
Grace Barrett, Amber Zacchi).

Year 7 Squad:

Jasmine Bendall, Niamh Ireland, Alice Gregson,
Amelia Allen, Kaitlyn Willis, Holly Plumridge,
Lily Howard, Zoe Spokes, Jaya Smith, Ella Joyce, 
Lucy McGrath, Fiona Baker, Charlotte Griffiths, 
Aisha Hussain, Sophia Garcia, Amelia Pearson, 
Gemma Blake. (Tenisha Pennington, Godgift Imofidon)
(Godgift Imofidon, Tenisha Pennington).



Friends of Gosford Hill School Christmas Fair

In order to make this year’s Christmas Fair a HUGE success and to raise as much money as possible for the school, your 
child will be bringing home a book of raffle tickets to sell. We would be very grateful for your help in selling these tickets 
and ensuring the stubs and money are returned to the school office by Thursday 30th November.

Many thanks.

Friends of Gosford Hill School

I am pleased to say that all students who wanted a place on this visit have got one. For parents who only paid the 
deposit, the second instalment is now due. There are still a few places left; in particular, any students who wanted 
to go to Arras (which is now not running) will be given priority for the remaining spaces on the Ypres visit. Please 
send in £20 and copy of the passport in an envelope to the finance office with your child’s name and we will the 
issue you with the letter and permissions.

Thanks,

Alison Driscoll
Assistant Headteacher

We have a Christmas Lunch available 
on Wednesday 20th December in the 
school canteen.

The cost is £2.50 per student; orders 
are to be placed via the canteen (at 
break and lunch times) and must 
be received before Friday 15th 
December.

Roast turkey
Sage and onion stuffing

Pigs in blankets
Roasted potatoes

Baton carrots
Brussel sprouts

Honey roast parsnips 
Roast gravy

Christmas pudding with cream or
Christmas tree ice-creams

Year 8 Visit to Ypres - March 23rd 2018

Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 20th December

Christmas Lunch
Menu



It’s a very exciting time for the Year 8 Football team as they remain 
undefeated competing in both the County Cup and the English 
Schools Cup. With limited opportunity for training due to their 
busy fixture schedule, the girls are making their successes look 
effortless. The girls have successfully discovered a number of 
combinations that work for them, allowing them to push through 
their opponent’s defence and making the most of every error the 
opposition may make. The girls have gone out to every match with 
confidence and determination. 

Results are as follows:

Gosford Hill 3 – 1 Cheney School

Gosford Hill 9 – 0 Marlborough School 

Gosford Hill 6 – 0 Lord Williams School

We wish the team the best of luck in their upcoming fixtures and 
hope their success continues. A special thank you to the parents 
who have come to support the team each week from the side lines.

The Year 9 Netball team have been showing fantastic teamwork, 
commitment and improvement within their training sessions and 
fixtures so far this year. Their results have been reflecting this hard 
work and the team are feeling more motivated than ever. With 
a large number of girls attending training each week and the 
numbers increasingly growing, there have been a number of new 
faces representing Gosford Hill sport.

Results as follows:

Gosford Hill 8 – 7 Cooper School

Gosford Hill 8 – 8 BGN

Gosford Hill 12 – 6 Heyford Park School 

These results are a huge credit to the girls and a reflection of the 
hard work that they are putting in each week. Their commitment to 
the sport and to supporting each other continues to be rewarded.

The Year 10 Netball team continue to shine with success this year. 
Their commitment to training each week is exemplary and their 
focus on progressing to ensure they maintain possession of the 
ball at all times has earned them some strong defeats so far in the 
Banbury and District League. The strong friendships within the 
team continue to support the girls on court with understanding of 
each other’s strengths and how to use these to their advantage.

Results so far:

Gosford Hill 32 – 10 Heyford Park School

Gosford Hill 36 – 6 Cooper School

Gosford Hill 17 – 22 The Bicester School 

Gosford Hill 20 – 2 BGN

Results have reflected the strength of the team on court and how their 
determination continues even when they take the lead. The team 
experienced their first defeat this season against TBS but continued to 
fight until the final whistle. They returned to court in their next fixture 
ready to bring home a win and secured the game 20-2. 

Girls Sports Team News



NATIONAL WEEKEND CAREERS EVENT Years 10, 11 & 12

18th & 19th November 2017 - London / Birmingham / Lancaster / Cardiff / Nottingham

National Weekend is the first step on your healthcare journey. It is the largest and most comprehensive healthcare 
careers event in the UK, with 36 conferences taking place in 6 locations involving over 800 healthcare 
professionals and degree student volunteers and lecturers.

We teach roughly 2000 students, parents and teachers at each National Weekend from nearly 1000 secondary 
schools across the UK. National Weekend gives you the option of attending a career specific conference and UCAS 
lecture at a venue near you.

You can choose from medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, psychology, biomedicine, nursing & midwifery or 
pharmacy. For more information go to:

https://medicmentor.co.uk/events-2/

THE YOUNG JOURNALIST PROGRAMME Years 10 to 13

10th December 2017 - UCL

The programme, spearheaded by a writer from the Financial Times, brings world-class journalists from some of 
the biggest names in the industry to UCL to provide students with everything they would seek to gain from an 
internship at a top media outlet.

Students will gain a full internship experience through a mixture of presentations, interactive case studies and 
personal networking time. The full suite of journalistic disciplines will be covered - including print, broadcasting, 
documentary, digital, and investigative. For more information go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/ydynm9zp

EXCELLENT WEBSITES... All Years

How to become a Web Developer?

https://www.tutch.co.uk/blog/how-to-become-a-web-developer

How to become a Vet?

https://www.vetsure.com/pet-information/latest-pet-news/become-veterinary-pet-news
/become-veterinary-surgeon-career-guide

A useful short video on ‘Life as a Lawyer’...

https://tinyurl.com/ybhnzhaf

CAREERS IN AEROSPACE

Friday 10th November - 10:00am to 12.45pm and 1:00pm to 3.45pm at 4 Hamilton Place, London.

Pre-register online:   https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/careers-in-aerospace-live-2017

Be inspired - ways to get into different careers

Alison Driscoll
Assistant Headteacher



Term 1 was a very busy and exciting term within the Kidlington Primary Sports Partnership and term 2 has already 
begun in the same fashion. During term 1 Gosford Hill School and our outstanding sports leaders from Year 10 
hosted a Year 3 multiskills event attended by 180 pupils, a Year 3 & 4 mini football festival attended by 60 pupils 
and last week hosted a Year 5 & 6 tag rugby festival attended by 110 pupils. Meaning so far 350 primary students 
from St Thomas More, Dr South’s, North Kidlington, West Kidlington & Edward Feild primary schools have taken 
part in a sports festival this year. 

During the remainder of term 2 we will be running the following events:

• Cross Country Festival (Featuring students from years 1-6) Thursday 9th November

• Year 5 & 6 Swimming Gala Friday 17th November

• Year 5 Multiskills Festival Thursday 30th November

Kidlington Primary Sports Partnership News Terms 1 & 2

On a sunny Thursday 2nd November the Kidlington Primary Partnership took part in their Year 5 & 6 tag rugby festival. 
Nearly 110 students attended from across 4 primary schools Dr South’s, West Kidlington, North Kidlington & Edward 
Feild.  The event was supported by both Gosford All Black’s Rugby Club & The Rugby Football Union. With a coach 
called James in attendance with free water bottles and flyers for all of the pupils who took part. 

The event focused on the school games value of respect and this was clearly on show from all of the teams and every 
individual pupil who took part.  Handshakes were completed at the end of each game and the pupils were excellent at 
thanking the young leaders for their help during and after the event. The standard of rugby played was very high and all of 
the games were keenly contested! The games were superbly refereed by Gosford Hill Sports Leaders with the remaining 
leaders each supporting a team on the day. The contribution of all of the leaders was crucial to the success of the event!

Kidlington Partnership Year 5 & 6 Tag Rugby Festival

Congratulations to Edward Feild Argentina & Dr South’s England for progressing to the next round! 

Thank you to our superb leaders:  Ellie Madden, Connor Jones, Thomas Kavanagh, Cooper Whitford, Ethan Lau, Alex 
Neale, Chris Willis, Jasmine Pettifer, Elle Pettifer, Rebecca Walker, Indrena Henry, Libby Giles, Ben Crone, Joe Rogers, 
Harriet Symes, Sam George, Steven Courtney, Jemima Clarke, Katie Archer. 

Mr L. Smith
Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor

Winners: Edward Feild Argentina

Runners Up: Dr South’s England

3rd: Edward Feild Scotland

4th Dr South’s Tonga

5th West Kidlington Australia

6th West Kidlington Italy

7th Edward Feild Samoa

8th North Kidlington Fiji 

9th North Kidlington New Zealand

10th North Kidlington France



Interesting Opportunities





Dear Parents/Carers,

There will be a non-school uniform day on Friday 17th November to raise funds for 
Children in Need. 

This is in response to suggestions made by students, and recognises the positive approach 
that students have shown at the start of a very busy school year.

Thank you for supporting the school uniform policy – particularly the request that formal/
robust footwear should be worn to school.

Children In Need - Friday 17th November 2017

Please note the following:

1. Students should bring a suggested contribution of £1 to morning registration on Thursday 16th November

2. The normal expectations of punctuality, behaviour and work rate in lessons will apply.

3. PE kit will be as normal.

4. Coloured hair will not be allowed.

Thank you very much for supporting an initiative that has come from students and raises funds for a very 
worthwhile cause. 

Yours sincerely,

Richard Belmont
Assistant Headteacher

We need people like YOU
to become School Governors

Gosford Hill School, Kidlington 

The Governing Body at Gosford Hill School is looking to appoint 

a new Governor with immediate start. If you have a legal and/or 

procurement background, then this could be your chance to make 

a real difference and contribute to effective governance and the 

success of the school and its students.

Why do people become school Governors?

• A great way to make a positive impact on young people’s lives 

and to contribute to issues that you feel passionately about.

• A great opportunity to use and develop your skills in a unique 

environment that will benefit you personally and professionally.

• Contribute to the community.

• Make an impact on Gosford Hill School’s students’ lives.

• An outstanding learning and development opportunity to 

acquire board-level leadership, strategy and team working skills.

I’m interested!  What do I do now?

If you can commit to approximately two evenings per term and 

occasional events and would like to find out more about the role, then 

please contact Clare Carpen, Clerk to arrange an information session 

with one of our current Governors on 01865 374971 or 

clare.carpen@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

What exactly to Governors do?

Governors play a vital role in shaping the education of young 

people by helping set the Ethos, Vision and Strategy for the school.

The Governing Body comprises people drawn from the school’s 

community: parents, school staff and the community as a 

whole.  The Governing Body act corporately and are collectively 

responsible for decisions.  



Autumn Term:

Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017

Half Term Break: Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017

Spring Term:

Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term:

Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS: Friday 6th October 2017, Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


