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On Monday and Tuesday of half term week a group of 
volunteers gathered to work on some outside areas at 
school.

We were so pleased that at the end of the two days we 
had completed the overhaul of the area outside the main 
reception, along with creating some raised beds for the 
children to begin to grow vegetables, and tidying up the 
area around the pond.

We could not have done the work without M&M Skip 
hire who took away a vast amount of waste from the 
site, along with donating to us a skip full of compost 
and railway sleepers to create the raised beds.  Also, to 
Worton Farm who leant us Eddie and his digger!

Thanks must also go to AWBS, Nichols and Bunkers Hill 
Nursery for either donating or giving us a reduced price 
on goods.

Finally I would like to thank Mandy and Harriet Pipkin, 
Michelle and Mick Fitzgerald, Arden Benn, Brian, Alan 
and Wendy Eadle and Andrew, Archie and Ruby Devlin 
for giving up their time – you were amazing! Thank you!

If anyone would be interested in working on the garden 
areas in the future please get in touch with me at:

friendsofghs@outlook.com

Charlotte Devlin
Friends of Gosford Hill School

Thank You!
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Inspirational Talk by Heart Surgeon was a Great Success

Save the date!

Students in Years 9 – 13 who are interested in careers in 
medicine (or who should be) were fortunate to hear all about 
the work of Mr Rana Sayeed, a renowned Cardio-Thoracic 
surgeon who works at the John Radcliffe. He spoke about 
the life of a surgeon, gave us some insight into performing 
operations and discussed what it takes to become a doctor 
or how to work in the NHS. 

The school really appreciates Mr Sayeed giving up his 
valuable time and are very grateful that he has offered to 
support three of our Year 13 students in their applications for 
Medical School by giving them practice interviews.

We are planning to offer students an inspirational talk each term, aimed mainly at our more able students, to encourage 
them to aim high and also learn about different careers. The next one is in December aimed at Years 7 – 9 where we will 
hear from a ‘vlogger’ who will discuss his philosophical beliefs and life on the web.

John O’Regan
Assistant Headteacher

Following the success of last year’s Christmas Fair, the Friends of Gosford Hill would like to invite everyone to come along 
to this year’s Fair. More details to follow.

Friends of Gosford Hill School

On Friday 10th November, a bell will sound at 10:50am. Classes will leave coats and bags in their classroom and 
then move silently to gather as we would do for a fire alarm, but facing the middle of the playground. 

The last post will be played and wreaths will be laid by members of each house.

As in previous years, students who are members of scouts, cadets etc are encouraged to wear their uniform to 
school on that day.

Mr Sellars will lead Remembrance Themed House and Sixth Form Assemblies during the week starting on Monday 
6th November.

Richard Belmont
Assistant Headteacher

Remembrance Events at Gosford Hill School



In September, a new rewards system was introduced, replacing the plastic cumecs handed out to students.

Students can earn achievement points for good contributions in class, good home learning, helping in class, 
leading a section of the lesson, attending an extra-curricular activity, helping out at an open event and many other 
things.

Certificates are being issued to students when they have reached various milestones and these are presented in 
assesmblies.

12445 points have been issued in total so far. Conversely, only 4766 behaviour points have been issued this 
term. Almost three times as many acknowledgements of good effort and attitude than poor behaviour have been 
rewarded. It is great to be able to focus on what our students routinely do well.

As of October 18th the following totals were achieved:

Overall achievement points by House: 

Cherwell:  3186      Evenlode:  3229      Thames:  3166      Windrush:  2864

The top tutor groups in each House are: 

CTTS:  466            EYBR:  584            TSBL:  486            WMSI:  410

Year 9 have the most points with 2937, Years 8 and 7 are close behind with 2794 and 2715 respectively.

87 students have earned 25 or more points, and 3 students have reached the total of 50.

The following students have earned the most points in each year in their house. Well done to them.

Achievement Points

Cherwell

Boy Girl

Year 7 Harry Turner CTTS
33

Scarlet Hicks CPDS 
31

Year 8 Kayan Ali CMHS 
59

Isabelle Thacker CPDS 
38

Year 9 Harvey Winterbourne 
CHCS 46

Ciara Doran CTTS
34

Year 10 Ewan Clarke CPDS  32
Sareena Lukose CMHS 

30

Year 11 Andrew Cutler CHCS
27

Elia Franklin CHCS
25

Thames

Boy Girl

Year 7 Robert Sharp TGBS 
34

Emily Martin TJFR
35

Year 8 Archie Firkin TSBL
41

Eleanor Sanderson TJSA 
30

Year 9 Kyle Metcalf TGBS
32

Deja Booth TDYY
42

Year 10 Cooper Whitford  TSBL 
37

Shania Price  TJSA
32

Year 11 Tom Evans TNBE
32

Thais Souza TJSA
28

Evenlode

Boy Girl

Year 7 Dylan Dyer EYBR
35

Katie Lord EACL
31

Year 8 Amin Hakimi
EYBR  52

Grace Barrett EEMY
35

Year 9 Sam Kimber EEMY
46

Elle Wigg EYBR
41

Year 10 Ben Keates EYBR
36

Jasmine Pettifer EADE
41

Year 11 Kallum Davies EADE 
34

Chloe Newell EEMY
41

Windrush

Boy Girl

Year 7 Shaun Knight WKUR 
30

Charlotte Kavanagh 
WKUR 28

Year 8 Elijah Clarke WEDY
40

Darla Merry WLCR
41

Year 9 Luiz Dias WMSI
42

Natasha Pegden WLCN 
51

Year 10 Thulani Dhliwayo 
WKUR 31

Sunderiya Batsaikhan 
WEDY 26

Year 11 Gary Belcher WSBE
27

Elise Bonner WMSI
29

Alison Driscoll
Assistant Headteacher



Thinking Ahead - Careers Opportunities

Years 10 to 13

Reading University Department of Meteorology, in collaboration with the UK Met Office and the European Centre for 
Medium Range Weather Forecasting have developed a Work Experience Programme for those who have an interest in 
science and in maths and physics in particular.

The programme is designed to provide an opportunity for students to find out about the expanding subject of weather and 
climate research in addition to the broader field of environmental physics and the variety of careers available in these fields.

Grace Church Kidlington



Dear Parents/Carers,

There will be a non-school uniform day on Friday 17th November to raise funds for 
Children in Need. 

This is in response to suggestions made by students, and recognises the positive approach 
that students have shown at the start of a very busy school year.

Thank you for supporting the school uniform policy – particularly the request that formal/
robust footwear should be worn to school.

Children In Need - Friday 17th November 2017

Please note the following:

1. Students should bring a suggested contribution of £1 to morning registration on Thursday 16th November

2. The normal expectations of punctuality, behaviour and work rate in lessons will apply.

3. PE kit will be as normal.

4. Coloured hair will not be allowed.

Thank you very much for supporting an initiative that has come from students and raises funds for a very 
worthwhile cause. 

Yours sincerely,

Richard Belmont
Assistant Headteacher

During the programme you will gain experience of what it is like to work in these disciplines as well as an idea of student 
life at the University of Reading.

The four day programme will take place from 13th to 16th February 2018. It is free of charge and non-residential. Further 
information about the programme can be found via:

www.met.reading.ac.uk/outreach/resources.html

Years 11 and 12

Guidance For Getting Into Medical School

It might be the start of a new year but those students going into Years 11 and 12 should be starting to think about UCAS 
forms, the UKCAT and hospital work experience if considering careers in medicine. With over 20,000 applications 
annually for only 6,000 UK medical school places, applying to medical school is more competitive than ever.

This October half term we have a work experience week for students interested in medicine, taking place in London and 
various dates in 2018 too.

What are the dates?

11th February 2018 -  17th February 2018 & various dates - Summer 2018.

Where can I find out more?

Just visit: www.premedprojects.co.uk

Alison Driscoll
Assistant Headteacher



Questionnaire Results from Parent Consultation Evenings

Years 11 Parent Consultation Evening, October 2017

98% of parents agree that their son / daughter is well looked after at school

95% of parents agree that Gosford Hill School is well led and managed

95% of parents agree that they are happy with their son / daughter’s experience at school

96% would recommend Gosford Hill School to another parent

Sixth Form Parent Consultation Evening, October 2017

100% of parents agree that their son / daughter is well looked after at school

97% of parents agree that Gosford Hill School is well led and managed

100% of parents agree that they are happy with their son / daughter’s experience at school

98% would recommend Gosford Hill School to another parent

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. 
For all contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message 
or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  
If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a 
Parent Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


