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The 16th October was Restart a Heart Day, a campaign by the British Heart 
Foundation and local ambulance trusts to increase knowledge of how to 
do CPR on a person who has collapsed with a heart attack. A person with a 
cardiac arrest stands a much greater chance of surviving if someone can begin 
CPR within 3 minutes, before the paramedics arrive.

All Year 7 learned how to do CPR on Monday. A team of paramedics, fire 
fighters and PCSO’s were on hand to demonstrate how to give CPR.

“First we watched a very important video on how to do rescue breaths and 
chest compressions. We got into small groups with the dummies and started to 
do chest compressions on them. I found this quite hard to push down the right 
amount. Then we had to do rescue breaths and make sure we saw the chest 
rise. Then we had to do the two together. I enjoyed doing it and it is possible 
that I could save someone’s life” – Kaitlyn

‘Restart a Heart’ Day 2017
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“The video gave detailed instructions which was really helpful. The only 
bad thing is we found it was quite tiring to do the rescue breaths, so it 
helps if someone can do it with you” – Dilakshaan

“I thought it was important to learn CPR because it means we could save 
someone’s life” – Alys

Please ask your child to talk through how to do CPR, as this will help 
them remember what they learned. And visit the British Heart Foundation 
webpage –

https://www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/how-to-save-a-life

 This web page has videos explaining how to do CPR.

Alison Driscoll
Assistant Headteacher



A mixed group of 42 students from Years 10 and 12 
attended an overnight training camp in preparation for 
their expeditions next year. They learnt how to pitch 
their tents correctly, and cook their meals safely using 
expedition solid fuel stoves. On the second day they 
undertook a 6km navigation exercise to understand how 
to read a route card and interpret a map.

Duke of Edinburgh Training Camp

Practice exams for Year 11 students will take place from Monday 6 November to Friday 10 November. 

Year 11 students will be on study leave during this week. Students only need to attend school when they have an 
exam.  Each student will be given an exam timetable with details of arrangements for these exams and when they 
need to be in school. We will make provision for students who need to stay at school before, between or after 
exams if that is required.

Students need to wear full school uniform when they are in school.

These exams provide a very good opportunity for students to prepare as thoroughly as possible at this stage.  
Feedback will give students clear steps on how they can improve their final grades.

Please encourage your son / daughter to continue to act on the advice of their teachers and to use the 
recommended revision resources and guides.

Thank you for your support.

Jackie Fairchild
Assistant Headteacher

Year 11 Practice Exams 6 – 10th November 2017

Mrs N Heydon, Mr Williams, Miss White, Miss Hamdy, Miss McArthy, Miss Chaza & Mr Jones

Tents pitched. A jovial group of Year 12s waiting for dinner to cook.

Some expedition food tastes better than others! Next time we won’t take so much stuff!



Sixth Form

YINI is a gap-year option for students interested in STEM subjects, IT and Business, offering the opportunity to gain real, 
paid Work Experience and skills that will benefit them during their studies and into employment. Opportunities are 
available with 100’s of top UK employers in all areas of Engineering, Science, IT, e-Commerce, Business, Marketing, 
Finance and Logistics. The scheme may be of interest to those still unsure what to do after A Levels, or anyone considering 
a gap year. For further information go to: www.etrust.org.uk/the-year-in-industry.

On Thursday 12th October 2017, 13 Year 9 drama students went to the SAE Institute in Littlemore Oxford. This 
was an amazing opportunity for us as we were able to see and use high tech equipment that we had never used 
before. 

There were two other schools that took part in this challenge, Lord Williams School from Thame and Wheatley 
Park School. We were all mixed up and grouped with these other schools throughout the day. The challenge for 
the day was to create a 30 second advert for the television based around one or two objects that we had chosen to 
feature in our ad. 

This was an amazing experience because we used equipment such as green screen and shoulder-rig cameras. WE 
also added in effects like voice-overs and music which was really fun when it came to putting it all together.

Overall we had a fantastic day and it gave us some great ideas and inspiration for our own drama work back in 
school.

Ciara Doran and Katelyn Worvill

Media Challenge Day - 12th October 2017

The University of London offer a University Taster Programme covering over 
a hundred courses in multiple subject areas at Universities in and around 
London. Through their chosen taster course, Year 12’s can experience the 
different teaching methods used by University Academics, and gain an insight 
into the additional facilities available. Courses are free to attend and range 
from Geography and History, to Medicine and Nursing, and Computing and 
Business. 2017 courses are still being advertised, along with some for the New 
Year - visit www.london.ac.uk/tasters.

Please remember to check with your tutor that you are able to attend before 
booking a place during school time. 

Mr Steve Williams
Head of Sixth Form



Code Club - Lunch Time Club

This coming half term we are excited to introduce a new lunch time Code Club for Year 7 pupils. There will be a taster 
session during lunch Tuesday 31st October 2017. However, there is a restriction on the number of children we can offer 
this Code Club sessions to, so available places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

The projects are easy to follow, step-by-step guides which help young people learn Scratch, HTML & CSS, and Python 
by making games, animations, and websites. The projects gradually introduce coding concepts to allow young people to 
build their knowledge incrementally. Code Club projects are fun, creative and supports each child in understanding how 
to solve problems by breaking them down into smaller chunks. A really great life skill. 

At Code Club, we think all children should have the opportunity to learn to code, no matter who they are or where they 
come from. There are currently have more than 10000 clubs in over 100 countries, and the club projects have been 
translated into 28 languages.

Code Club was founded in 2012, and in 2015 joined forces with the Raspberry Pi Foundation, a registered UK charity. 
Code Club is a key educational programme for the Foundation, working to help many more young people learn how to 
build their ideas with code.

I plan to run the weekly Code Club each Tuesday from 7th November 2017. If the lunch club is a success I may then be 
in a position to offer an additional after school club.

Amber Donachie
Teacher of ICT and Computer Science 

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. 
For all contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message 
or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  
If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a 
Parent Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


