
The Gosford Times
The Weekly Newsletter of Gosford Hill School

On Thursday 21st September, a group of Year 11 students were given the opportunity to visit Chipping Norton 
Theatre to watch an incredible production of ‘Sherlock Holmes and the Crimson Cobbles’. In which, Holmes and 
Watson attempt to uncover the identity of the notorious ‘Jack the Ripper’. As a year group we are studying another 
Sherlock Holmes story – The Sign of the Four – in preparation for our English exams that will take place next 
summer, so it was very interesting to witness the characters that we know solving a different case.

The production was filled with unexpected comedy and the use of only three actors made the experience even 
more impressive. It was clear from the laughter in the audience that everyone enjoyed the play, and for that reason 
the teachers who organised and took us on the trip deserve a massive thank you! Hopefully they loved it just as 
much as we did.

Jemma Davies, EEMY

Open Evening
Young Apprenticeships positions available in Clinical and Non-Clinical areas.

Tuesday 10th October from 5:30pm - 7:00pm at
Academic Centre, Lecture Theatre 1, John Radcliffe Hospital.

For further information, please email:

apprenticeships@ouh.nhs.uk

Sherlock Holmes and the Crimson Cobbles
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Oxford University Hospitals Open Evening



WHO ARE WE?

In 2016 the PORTUS ACTIVE LISTENER SERVICE (PALS) was introduced by a small team of determined Sixth 
Formers at Gosford Hill School. The aim was to support other students, helping them to stay emotionally healthy 
and safe, by offering a listening ear.

This year we have an even bigger cohort of dedicated senior students working in the PORTUS building to ensure 
that every student has access to support to maintain good mental health.   We know that when we are happy and 
feel good, we can do our best learning.

The group of PALS have been through a rigorous application process, interview, training programme and  
assessment which taught us how to listen in helpful ways.  We were also informed about safeguarding, 
confidentiality, and being a figure of trust for any student in the school whether their concerns are big or small.

WHAT DO WE DO?

Through hourly activity-based sessions, students work with us to talk about any worries or apprehensions they 
may have. This will help them to make what may seem a big problem into something manageable and no longer 
overwhelming.

Our work doesn’t just stop at Gosford Hill School as we are also working with the Kidlington Primary Schools to 
promote the value of good mental health, and to help young people to feel comfortable with talking about it.   By 
the time the primary school students come up to Gosford, they will already know they have a support system for 
them, should they require it.

So how can you get involved?  Referral forms are available in various places around the school (form rooms, 
learning centre and the PORTUS itself) for any student to self-refer, or for form tutors / teachers to suggest that 
someone may need extra support.  Post completed forms into the box outside Counselling Room One in the Portus 
building.

Our email is peerlisteners@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk for anyone to request a peer listening appointment, should 
they need one.

We want students to know that we’re here to hear!

PALS, 2017-18

Portus Active Listener Service (P.A.L.S)

Governors News

At the first Board of Governors meeting for 2017/18 held on Monday September 25th, Governors voted and elected Mr 
Andy Gauld, Chair of Governors and Dr David Hopkin, Vice Chair of Governors. If you need to make contact with any 
Governor, you can do so by using the following email address:

governors@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

Clare Carpen
Clerk to Governors



Computational Thinking Challenge



Accelerated Reader Years 7 & 8

Year 3 Team Building & Multi skills Event

On Thursday 21st September, 177 students and 3 primary leaders from Edward Feild, West Kidlington, North Kidlington 
& St Thomas More Primary Schools took part in the Kidlington Partnership Year 3 Team Building & Multi skills festival 
at Gosford Sports Centre. With the support from 20 Gosford Hill School leaders, exactly 200 students were able to take 
part! Wow! 

From the 4 schools there were a total of 17 teams who competed across 9 different stations. The festival focused on our 
school games value of ‘Teamwork’. They tackled some exciting and challenging multi skills stations such as ‘shuttle 
cock relay’, ‘tunnel ball’, ‘target hoops’ and ‘agility relay challenge’. As well as many team building stations such as 
‘mat rescue’, ‘minefield’, ‘bench games’ and many more. The students performed amazingly and the teamwork skills 
on show were a credit to all pupils involved and all accompanying staff.

A big thank you must go to the 20 Gosford Hill School Sports Leaders, as well as the 3 Edward Feild School Sports 
Leaders, who expertly guided the pupils around the stations and ensured that the event ran as smoothly as possible. 
The leaders from Gosford were outstanding and visiting staff were full of praise. A group of truly excellent role models. 

Gosford Hill School is proud to continue with the Accelerated Reader programme for Years 7 and 8. Accelerated 
Reader is a powerful tool for monitoring and managing independent reading practice while promoting a lifelong 
love of reading for pleasure.

“Children and young people who use AR tend to enjoy reading more, do it more often and think more 
positively about reading than their peers who do not use AR. They are also more likely to see a link 
between reading and their success.”

How does it work?

 At its heart, Accelerated Reader is simple. A student reads a book, takes an online quiz, and receives immediate 
feedback. Vocabulary growth and literacy skills development are measured, giving teachers insight into how well 
students have responded to reading schemes. 

Through the use of individualised targets, teachers can personalise students’ reading based on the quantity and 
complexity of the books they read. It is well known that students develop reading skills most effectively when they 
read appropriately challenging books – difficult enough to keep them engaged but not so difficult that they become 
frustrated. Regular STAR Reading assessments determine each student’s current reading level and the range of book 
levels they ought to be reading in order to make the greatest progress. 

How can I help my child become a better reader?

‘Research shows that students’ who read for at least 20 minutes per day outperform those students who read less.’ 
All Year 7 and 8 students will read for ten minutes, twice a day during the school day. Please ensure your child has 
their reading book with them every day.

As with anything, performance improves with practice. Encourage your child to read at home. Create a culture of 
reading in your household by reading with your child, start a home library, visiting your local library or bookshop 
on a regular basis, letting your child see you reading and discussing books that each of you have read. When 
reading with your child, stop and ask questions to be sure your child comprehends what is read. 

Reading with your child, no matter what the child’s age, is an important part of developing a good reader, building 
a lifelong love of reading and learning and creating a loving relationship between you and your child. Make 
learning a family affair!

Mrs Hedges
Learning Centre Manager



Gosford Leaders: Connor Jones, Steven Courtney, Cooper Whitford, Thomas Kavanagh, Ellie Madden, Jemima Clarke, 
Indrena Henry, Rebecca Walker, Ben Crone, Alex Neale, Owen Comley, Jacob Soper, Abi Kent, Harriet Symes, Chris 
Willis, Ethan Lau, Ellie Pettifer, Jasmine Pettifer, Katie Archer & Libby Giles

A big thanks to all that took part and congratulations to all of the students. 

Mr L. Smith
Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor

AR BookFinder

1. Go to AR BookFinder at this web address: http://www.arbookfind.co.uk 

2. You can select either Quick Search or Advanced Search to see details of the book you have 
chosen. There are many thousands of books on Accelerated Reader, not all of them are in the 
Gosford Hill School Library. Please check with Mrs Hedges regarding book availability. You may 
bring a book from home to read at school as long as you have checked via bookfind or with 
Mrs Hedges that the book is on Accelerated Reader and your correct ZPD (Zone of Proximal 
Development) or reading level.

3. Click the Add to AR Bookbag icon next to each book you are interested in to add the title to your 
virtual book bag. 

4. Click the Remove from AR Bookbag icon to remove it. 

5. Click AR Bookbag to see a list of your selections. 

6. Click Print to view the list in an Adobe Reader window. Then click the printer icon to print your 
Bookbag list to take to your library or bookshop.

7. Click the Teacher Lists tab to see specific book title recommendations. Then click the desired list.

Have fun searching!

Mrs Hedges
Learning Centre Manager

AR BookFinder is an online tool from Renaissance Learning that will 
help you find appropriate Accelerated Reader books for your child to 
read. You can search for book titles that match your child’s interests 
and reading level, please see below:

Autumn Term:

Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017

Half Term Break: Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017

Spring Term:

Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term:

Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS: Friday 6th October 2017, Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018



CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. 
For all contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message 
or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  
If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a 
Parent Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


