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As we return from the Summer to a new academic 
year, welcoming new students and staff to the school, 
many colleagues and visitors have commented 
on what a positive start students have made to the 
academic year. They have all returned looking 
incredibly smart, and with positive attitudes to their 
learning, which has created a real vibe of positivity 
around the school.

The successful start to the academic year follows a 
very busy period over the summer which saw a Sixth 
Form Geography trip to Italy, the World Challenge 
trip to Uganda, followed by an extremely successful 
Summer School for students who are now in Year 7. 
We celebrated exceptional A Level results with 
our outgoing Year 13 students and were the only 
comprehensive school in the country to make it into 
the Guardian newspaper, with many success stories, 
including the 67% of mathematicians who achieved 
an A* grade, together with Beren Wilkinson gaining 
his place at Oxford University to study Physics. 
More detail can be found in our A Level results press 
release. Similarly at GCSE, we celebrated a really 
pleasing set of results under the transition to new 
GCSE grading which will be fully implemented from 
next summer. 67% of students achieved a Grade 4 or 
above (equivalent to a C grade) in English and Maths. 
Again you can read more in our press release.

Over the summer, in my determination to improve the 
learning environment in school for students and staff, 
our Site team worked incredibly hard painting areas 
of the school. We were also really grateful to a team 
of staff from Elsevier who spent three days in school 
painting as well.

In addition, following a restructure of our Support 
Staff before the holiday, newly formed Support Staff 
teams moved within school to create a more dynamic 
and responsive student facing team of staff, aimed 
at providing better support for students. The most 
significant of these changes involves a new Student 
Services Team, led by our Student Welfare Manager, 
Mrs Hamblin, with two Pastoral Support Assistants 
(Mrs Tyrrell and Mrs Wearing), our Attendance Officer 
(Mrs Drinkwater) and our Pastoral Administrator (Mrs 
Jobson) all working in one space, next door to our 
House Leaders. 

Our Learning Interventions Team, led by Mrs Jesior-
Tiffert (our SENCO) moved into a new area of the 
school, behind the main hall, with a classroom 
for our new Teacher of Inclusion and Alternative 
Provision (Mrs Collyer). The Gateway (our new 
area for Alternative Provision, led by Miss Clinch) 
was expanded and will be developed further over 
the coming months, seeing our apprenticeship 
opportunities with ACE Training increase. The 
Gateway is also the focal point for our work with 
Betsy deThierry to support students with mental 
health issues.

Finally, our new Marketing, Digital Media and 
Communications Assistant (Mr Birchall) joins our 
Marketing and Personnel team and he’s already been 
busy designing our new Prospectus and our new look 
newsletter.

We look forward to another successful year, with lots 
of exciting things planned.

Nigel Sellars, Headteacher

Welcome Back
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IMPORTANT
The school will close at 1:20pm 
on Wednesday 20th September 

due to our Open Evening.



Team GB Junior Olympics Success

This summer in July, I went to Los Angeles, 
California to play for team GB roller hockey in 
the Junior Olympics, playing u14s and u16s. 
It was a great experience, where we as a team 
had great success winning two gold medals and 
two silvers after 24 tough games over a week. 
This year, I’m aiming to make the u16s team 
again, as well as make the u16s ice hockey 
team in which the trials for this are in October 
this year. However, it’s an expensive sport and 
I will be looking for sponsorship to continue to 
represent Great Britain in hockey.

Jacob Soper, WKUR

Science Faculty

On Thursday 20th July, Science transfigured into the 
Wizarding World. Abandoning all things muggle, we 
taught our Year 8’s about Charms, Potions, Astronomy 
and Care of Magical Creatures. The day included; 
Burning Basilisk skin, Wand making, Astrolabe making, 
designing magical creatures and taking their O.W.Ls. 
Our Witches and Wizards worked harder than Triwizard 
Champions and throughout the day any triumphs earned 
them house points. Each student contributed greatly to 
their house, making the points very close, but in the end, 
the house cup was won by Ravenclaw (Cherwell). 



School and Student Safety

School and Student Safety – The School Drive and ‘dropping of’ / ‘picking up’ students

You may or may not be aware but our school drive, which is shared with the leisure centre, can become very congested 
at the beginning, and end, of the school day. As well as nearly 1000 students arriving and leaving the school site, we also 
have school coaches arriving and departing to transport students to outlying areas. 

Last Friday afternoon there was a ‘traffic jam’ on the drive and service road with some drivers getting frustrated - sounding 
horns etc. Thank you to all those parents who have responded to previous requests to ‘drop off’ and ‘pick up’ their son / 
daughters in the local area rather than venturing up the school drive. Can I ask all parents to assist us in this way so that 
student safety can be rightfully prioritised and secured as much as possible.

Dom Ward
Deputy Headteacher

VESPARCH (Verbal & Spatial Reasoning for Children) tests will take place next Wednesday and Thursday for our 
Year 7 students.  These tests provide a valuable opportunity for us to assess their verbal and non-verbal ability in a 
user-friendly setting.

The tests will be conducted on-line in our IT suite, and students will have an individual computer and headphones.  
The tests are made up of a series of multiple-choice questions and will last approximately one hour, which includes 
time for the students to answer some practice questions at the start. 

When the tests are completed, students will return to their normal lessons.

If you have any questions about the VESPARCH tests, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Alison Sumner
Examinations & Data Officer

Year 7 VESPARCH Tests – Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st September

Please make sure you are using Show My Homework

Dear parents, 

As you know Show My Homework is the method we use for setting home 
learning. We know that many parents use it regularly to ensure that their child 
is keeping up to date, so thank you. If you are not using it then please make an 
effort to log on and personalise it to your needs. The address is simply
www.showmyhomework.co.uk

All students have been issued with letters either on ILP day or if they are in Year 
7 they should have received it this week.

Also, if you are having technical difficulties logging on to Show My Homework then please go to the following site, 
http://status.showmyhomework.co.uk/, which will let you know if there is a problem with their website. And they are 
happy for parents to contact them directly if they are having issues logging on, please contact them using
http://help.showmyhomework.co.uk/. They advise that Show My Homework will only work on the latest internet browsers, 
so if you are having a difficulties it may be due to not having the most up-to-date browsers installed on your device. 

Many thanks, 

Mr J O’Regan
Assistant Headteacher 



Autumn Term:

Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017

Half Term Break: Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017

Spring Term:

Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018

Summer Term:

Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018

Half Term Break: Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018

INSET DAYS: Friday 6th October 2017, Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018

TERM DATES:   2017 - 2018

The Friends of Gosford Hill School AGM will be on Monday 25th September at 7:00pm, at Gosford Hill School, in 
the training room upstairs above the school reception.

Everyone is welcome to come to the meeting and we’ll start planning our next event.

Sarah Ewart
Friends of Gosford Hill School

Friends of Gosford Hill School Annual General Meeting

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community issues. For all 
contact details telephone School Reception.

If you have a concern about your child contact:

• The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject. Contact Reception to leave a message or 
alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address.

• The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail.

• Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being.

Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of confidence.  If 
you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community matter contact a Parent 
Governor. (Telephone numbers available from School Reception)

SCHOOL RECEPTION:  Telephone: 01865 374971

SCHOOL EMAIL:   office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE:   www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

ABSENCE LINE:   Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences)

    Email: gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.


