
 

 

It has been a busy time across the 5 primary schools in the Kidlington Family Cluster during terms 4 and 5. Since 
returning to school on Monday 20th February the Kidlington Family has taken part in 7 festivals, across 7 different 
sports and involving 4 different year groups at school. It has also been great to work in partnership with Oxford 
Hawks Hockey Club, North Oxford Tennis Club and Kidlington Youth FC to host and run 3 of the festivals. Fostering 
and developing strong school-club links is a vital part of the role and it is always a privilege to work in partnership 
with and promote the brilliant sports clubs that we have available across our partnership.  
 
The very best stats of all though are that a total of 417 students have taken part across the 7 festivals, proof of the 
wonderful opportunities that a strong partnership like ours can offer young students. This is further demonstrated 
by the fact that the festivals were led by 28 fantastic Year 10 Gosford Hill School Leaders as well as 25 new Year 
9 leaders who stepped in during the Targeted Sportshall Athletics when Year 10 were on work experience! Taking 
the total number of students involved in the 7 festivals during terms 4 and 5 across Gosford Hill School and 5 of its 
feeder primary schools to 470!  If you add that to the 9 festivals completed in terms 1, 2 and 3, then a total of 1,224 
across the 6 schools have participated in and/or led the 16 festivals held within the Kidlington Family so far. One 
word springs to mind – outstanding!  
 
The festivals in terms 4 and 5 were: 
Year 5 & 6 Hockey (Winners = North Kidlington) (Supported by Oxford Hawks Hockey Club) 
Year 5 & 6 Netball (Winners = Edward Feild)  
Year 5 Multiskills  
Year 5 & 6 Targeted Sportshall Athletics (Winners = Dr South’s) 
Year 3 and 4 Mini Tennis (Winners = Edward Feild) (Hosted and supported by North Oxford Tennis Club 
Year3 /4 & Year5/6 Quadkids (Winners = Edward Feild)  
Year 5/6 Football (Winners = North Kidlington) (Hosted and supported by Kidlington Youth FC) 
 
In addition to all of these fantastic festivals, each school has been busy in their PE lessons also. With students 
enjoying, learning and developing school games values in a range of different sports such as tennis, rounders, 
cricket, multi-skills, target throwing, basketball, hockey, athletics and netball.  There have also been a host of extra-
curricular clubs being run across the schools, as well as many exciting intra-school competitions.  
 
All of the above demonstrates the fantastic achievements to date of all of the students, leaders and dedicated staff 
in all of the 5 primary schools and at Gosford Hill Secondary School. Terms 4 and 5 have been fantastic and after 
a short break I’m sure we are all looking forward to another great term 6!                     
 
Well done all! 
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Comments from primary staff: 

“A great event, which ran incredibly smoothly.” (Mr Hunter North Kidlington School) 

“Great event. So many of our children wanted to do it again! It was great to see so many children step up and 

do their best! Well done to the new young leaders who looked like they had been doing the events all year.”(Mr 

Nutt Edward Field School PE Coordinator) 

“A fantastic, well-organised event that was thoroughly enjoyed by all students.” (West Kidlington School 

Teacher) 

“Our children thoroughly enjoyed their experience this morning. Please convey our thanks to your group of 
young leaders who did an excellent job.” (Mrs Brees Dr South’s School PE Coordinator)  
  
“A very well organised and fun event, the Secondary leaders were very engaged in the event and it was lovely 

to see them all joining in the final presentation at the end. “(St Thomas More School Teacher) 

Mr L. Smith - Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor, Gosford Hill School  
 

 

North Oxford Athletic Trails 
 
On Tuesday 23rd of May, 24 Year 8, 9 and 10 competitors and 3 sports leaders attended the North Oxford 
Athletic Trials at Horspath Athletics track. The event is a trial day, where athletes from across North 
Oxfordshire schools, compete for a chance to represent the county athletics team. Our athletes competed 
superbly on the day, with each student giving 100% and representing the school in an exemplary manner. 
The standard was high and many of our students were competing against older students from other schools. 
Despite this, Gosford students had many successes on the day: 
 
Joe Mimpress 1st Javelin 
 
Georgia Johnson 1st 100m/ 1st Long Jump 
 
Chloe Antonen 1st 300m/ 1st Discus 
 
Amber Parker 1st Discus 
 
Connor Jones 1st 200m/ 1st Long Jump 
 
Steven Soares 1st 300m 
 
Thomas Kavanagh 1st Discus 
 
Ewan Smith 1st Long Jump/ 2nd High Jump 
 
Zack Harwood 2nd 200m 
 
Dean Dodworth 2nd Long Jump 
 
Adam Blake 3rd 1500m/ 3rd High Jump 
 
It was a fantastic day out and the organiser was extremely complementary of our school and students. A 
big ’well’ done to all who competed and to our leaders Sam Gauld, Luanna Dias and Phillip Roberts who 
did a fantastic job on the day of officiating the track events. Thanks also to Mr Clyne for attending the event 
as an extra member of staff.  
 
Mr L. Smith & Miss N. Barrie 
PE Department 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

For the past 4 weeks, the engineering club have been working hard to make a fully 
working hydraulic lift. They all made the lift completely from scratch, using lolly 
sticks, wire, cardboard and syringes. The club have not only developed their 
engineering skills, but excellent team work. Who knows what they will set their 
hands to next? 

  

Mrs K Williams – Science Faculty 

 

  

 

 

Science Club Engineering 

SIMS Email System  

You will have noticed that we haven’t been able to send the newsletter out by email for the last three 
weeks. This issue has been with our supplier Capita (who supply SIMS), and it has affected more than just 
our school. We now have a fix and will resume normal service. In the meantime, please accept our 
apologies for the inconvenience. 
 
Mr C. Hall - Faculty Leader: CBL 

 

Canteen now open for breakfast 

The School canteen is now open for breakfast from 8.15am-8.40am.  Various foods on offer including 

bacon butties and baguettes, waffles, tea, coffee and hot chocolate.  
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Every week until the Whitsun break we will be publishing advice on how to help your child prepare as well 
as they can for their upcoming exams. While the main pressures will be felt by our older students, there 
are upcoming classroom examinations for all year groups and helping them develop good habits now will 
be very helpful for their future development. All of this good advice was originally published in the 
Guardian newspaper and can be found in full by using their search facility.  
 
Mr J O’Regan – Assistant Headteacher 
 

Revision Tips 
Jane Florsham was a senior teacher, and now works as an educational consultant. 
 
“Kinesthetic learners learn best by doing.  The very act of writing down revision notes is a form of active 
learning, as is watching videos.  The BBC broadcasts the Bitesize revision series, which is extremely 
useful regardless of which form of learning suits you.  It’s produced with GCSE revision in mind, and gives 
a great deal of visual stimulus that will help to trigger remembered learning.  The same is true of using 
computer software, such as CD-Roms or internet revision sites”. 
 

Advice to give to your child 

The key to any exam success is confidence.  If you feel happy that you know all 
you can be expected to know, and how to apply that knowledge, you will be fine.  
Make the revision process useful for you and resist comparing yourself to others.  
Use all resources available to you to give it your best shot.  And last of all, good 
luck! 
 

What do the experts say? 

Daphne Metland, mother of two children, a boy aged 20 and a girl aged 15 
 
When my son did his exams we all thought they were so important, and they are, but if it all goes wrong 
they can always do them again.  Now my daughter is doing her GCSEs and, this time, I’m more relaxed.  I 
keep reminding her that she does know her stuff, but that if she fails it’s not the end of the world.  Stay on 
your child’s side: let them know your love isn’t conditional.  Give them food they’ll enjoy and do anything 
you can to give them a bit of extra love and care.  Protect them: don’t have the house full of friends, and 
don’t expect them to put in an appearance at family events.  Verdict:  Be on their side. 
 

Keeping Calm 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to help your child prepare for their exams 

 

 

Parents 
 
Avoid the doctor.  Slamming doors, 
arguing pointlessly and crying are simple 
safety valves and not a cause for worry.  
However, watch out for the child who is 
having real difficulty sleeping or is very 
quiet and withdrawn, or the one who is 
apparently “studying” diligently but really 
doing nothing – copying out the text book, 
for example.  Watch out for side-effects.  
The stress of examinations can easily 
bring unrelated emotional issues and 
physical complaints to the surface. 

Students 
 
Don’t wind yourself and your friends up 
with frenzied hyperactivity.  Stop planning 
your after-exams parties and holiday. 
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Year 12 Practice Exams – Monday 26 June to Thursday 29 June 
 
Practice exams for written papers will take place between Monday 26th and Thursday 29th June for 
Year 12. 
  
Students in these year groups will be on study leave for those 4 days, and attend school only for 
written exams.  
 
Final timetables have gone out to students this week, together with explanatory notes for students 
and parents/carers. 
 
Due to the INSET day on Friday 30th June, normal lessons for Year 12 will resume on Monday 3rd 
July. 
 
If you have any questions about both internal and external exams, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Mrs A Sumner - Examinations & Assessment Data Officer 

 

 

 

  
Parents are advised that the school's 'Supporting Students at School with Medical Conditions Policy' has been 
revised and is available on the school intranet. The school is no longer able to administer non-prescribed 
medication to students. The school will only administer prescribed medication to students whose 
parents/carers have completed a parental agreement form. The form is also available on the intranet. If parents 
have any queries please contact the Health & Safety Officer. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mrs R Beadman - Health & Safety & Educational Visits Manager 

 

TERM DATES – 2016 -2017 
Summer Term 
Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Friday 30th June 2017  Bank Holiday 1st May 2017 

TERM DATES – 2017 -2018 

Autumn Term 
Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017 
 
Spring Term 
Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018 
 
ILP DAY:  Wednesday 6th September 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Monday 4th September 2017, Tuesday 5th September 2017, Friday 6th October 2017, 
Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018 

Supporting Students at School – Medical Conditions Policy 

 

 


