
 

 

 

On the weekend of Friday 7th April, Year 9 and 10 students who study history and German travelled to Berlin for 
a four day visit starting with a 16 hour coach journey, via the Channel tunnel. 
 
During our time in Berlin we visited many famous 
landmarks, such as the Brandenburg Gate, German 
Parliament, the TV tower, which had an amazing 
bird’s-eye view of the city of Berlin, and the Olympic 
Stadium. We also visited places with relevance to 
World War 2, a subject that history students have been 
learning about. These included a Jewish Museum, a 
former Stasi Prison and a memory walk of 
Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp. Students of 
German enjoyed listening to and reading German 
throughout the trip not to mention the challenge of 
translating signs and quotes when quizzed by the tour 
guides. During free time we ordered Currywurst or ice-
cream in German! 
 
Somehow, within this very full-on schedule we 
managed to fit in some spare time to go bowling and 
shopping, both of which were a good way to relax with friends. All of these places came together to make this 
trip a thoroughly enjoyable one and I would strongly recommend it to other students in the future who have the 
opportunity to further their learning of German or history. My thanks, and I’m sure the thanks of others who went 
on this trip of course go to Mrs Norman, Mr Gannon, Mr Goldring and Miss Curtis, without whom the trip would 
not have been possible. 
 
Hamish Munro- Year 10  
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Science competition 

Congratulations to Emily Brookes, Adam Leff and Kolbi Farrell for their excellent science assessment 

challenge submissions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep working hard for a chance to win a prize in May! 

Miss A Hamdy – Science Faculty 

 
 
 
 
 

The frogs are growing and growing.  My group of three Year 7 students, Kayley 
Mummery, Lana Brooksbank and Nikola Rodzik, are keeping an eye on the 
frogs, waiting for when we can release them back into the school pond.  
 
If you would like to join the group documenting them, then please come see Mrs 
Williams.  

 

Updates on development soon! 

   

  

 

 

 

 

  Mrs K Williams – Science Faculty 

 

Tadpole Update 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=bu7Mmw%2bY&id=2792613EC970F8057E579132AD5FE37F87834266&q=tadpole+title&simid=608051320494362593&selectedIndex=2


 
 
 
 
 
Every week until the Whitsun break we will be publishing advice on how to help your child prepare as well as 
they can for their upcoming exams. While the main pressures will be felt by our older students, there are 
upcoming classroom examinations for all year groups and helping them develop good habits now will be very 
good for their future development. All of this good advice was originally published in the Guardian newspaper 
and can be found in full by using their search facility.  
 
Mr J O’Regan – Assistant Headteacher 
 

Revision Tips 

 
Jane Florsham was a senior teacher, and now works as an educational consultant. 
 
“Your child needs to distil the information he has learned into more manageable chunks.  He needs to go 
through his notes and reduce them into topic areas, and then key notes.  These form the ‘pegs’ on which 
you can hang your wider knowledge.  Working out how to remember these depends upon what type of 
learner you are:  visual, auditory or kinaesthetic.” 
 

What do the experts say?     
 
Provide a calm and supportive environment at home: try to be there for your child, both to provide practical 
things like food, and to help when there’s an emotional crisis because a paper was unexpectedly hard or a 
romance has broken up.  Don’t offer a bribe, these almost always backfire and leave smouldering 
resentments, or anything that’s conditional on success.  But organising an event to look forward to when it’s 
over, an evening out or weekend away, can be a good idea.  Make sure your expectations are realistic, and 
tie in with your child’s.  Verdict: Be there! 
       

Advice to give to your child:     
 
Practise by doing timed past papers and get them marked with feedback.  To 
find out what examiners are looking for, dig out their marking schemes.  
Schools also offer revision classes in GCSE subjects.  These will explain how 
to get certain grades and provide the opportunity to seek individual guidance.  
You might need something explained again or help to identify what to revise 
to get the highest marks possible.  You may feel as if you’ve left school, but 
your teachers will still view you as their pupil until after your exams.                                                                                     

 
 

Keeping Calm 

Parents      Students 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t go on about it (revision).  Being asked 
how you feel often makes things worse.  Try 
to be a listener rather than to give advice.  It 
is normal to say that each examination paper 
was a total disaster, so don’t join the inquest! 

Relax for an hour a day at least – listen to 
music watch television or take exercise. 

How to help your child prepare for their exams 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE88rxtcLMAhXBuhQKHdO5CZwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.canstockphoto.com/illustration/nerd.html&psig=AFQjCNGCxfTSOzJ_n1ljeTEDrUmTTmohoQ&ust=1462519997579942


 

 

 

Governor Name: Chris Robins 

How do your skills assist you in your role as a Governor? More difficult to 
answer than it seems.  I have acquired many skills over the course of a lifetime, 
often without noticing it.  All contribute in one way or another to making me the 
person I am and enabling me to respond to whatever challenges arise.  Once 
acquired, skills tend to be exercised without conscious thought – it is like walking 
across a room, done instinctively without giving conscious thought to how it is done.  
But try to walk across a room whilst thinking consciously about how you do it, and 
you will most likely trip over your feet. 
 
What are your favourite weekend activities? Being retired, there is less 
difference now between weekdays and weekends.  I have long been active in the 
Baptist Church, which accounts for a significant part of Sundays.  In consequence 
leisure activities tend to move to other days of the week.  When I have an 
opportunity I enjoy visiting museums and other places of interest.  I enjoy classical music.  Also I enjoy walking 
in the countryside.  If I want a real break, I visit my sister, so that I can indulge those interests without being 
interrupted by the many responsibilities I seem to have acquired. 
 
What is the biggest challenge you’ve faced and overcome? Probably being made redundant and getting 
another job at a time of high unemployment proved to be much more difficult than I anticipated, although I 
managed to do so eventually.  It was this experience more than any other that motivated my well-known 
involvement in politics. 
 
What do you most enjoy about your role as school Governor? Probably events such as the recent High 
School Musical that showcase the achievements of students beyond the routine academic sphere. 
 

 
 

Year 11 Investigating Options Subject Days 2017 
 
We have just opened applications for our Investigating Options Subject Day covering Medicine, 
Humanities, and Social Sciences. These events will take place in Oxford, and are designed for gifted 
and talented Year 11 students who would like to learn more about university, subject options, and Oxford 
itself. A synopsis and link to sample programmes are here: 
  
Investigating Medicine Sample Program 
The Investigating Medicine Day will be held on Saturday 1 July. It will include information on making a 
competitive application for Medicine, career paths, and the opportunities available through studying 
related courses, as well as academic taster sessions in Medicine and related subjects. 
  
Investigating Humanities Sample Program 
The Investigating Humanities Day will be held on Saturday 8 July. It will include information on the 
different Humanities courses available and career paths. Students will take part in taster lectures and 
seminars, and will have the chance to experience a mock Oxford tutorial. 
  
Investigating Social Sciences Sample Program 
The Investigating Social Sciences Day will be held on Saturday 15 July. It will include information on 
the different Social Science courses available and career paths. Students will take part in taster lectures 
and seminars, and will have the chance to experience a mock Oxford tutorial. 
  
The events are free of charge, applications are made by students, and we ask that they nominate a 
teacher at their school to support their application. 
  
The application form is available here: Year 11 Investigating Options Subject Days 2017. The deadline for 
applications is 12 Noon on Wednesday 31st May. 
  
For more information about the Pathways Programme, please visit http://www.pathways.ox.ac.uk/. 

 
Mr S Williams - Head of Sixth Form  

Governor Profile 

http://www.pathways.ox.ac.uk/


 

 

 

I am writing with regards to the safe management of children and technology.  

It is estimated that around 90% of secondary school children now have a phone. Most children also have access 

to computers and tablets.  

Children are vulnerable when using the internet - particularly social media. As a parent/carer you are responsible 

for the safety and well-being of your child and the school would like to support you in this role.  

Children can find themselves victim to unkind and unwanted attention online and can also get caught up in being 

responsible for unkind treatment of others. It is against the law to harass, bully or send malicious communications 

online. There is a host of information and support available to you through CEOP and the Think You Know 

campaign.  Students have been made aware of this by our link police officer in assemblies. 

Some tips we would like to share with you: 

 Regularly spot check your child’s phone/computer/tablets 

 Ask your child for the passwords for all of the social media they are using 

 Familiarise yourself with the icons for social media apps 

 Encourage your child to report any unkind unwanted correspondence they receive. This can be done 

through most of the host sites or in extreme cases through the police on 101  

 Remember that you own the tech your child/children are using and are entitled to know that they are 

safe, well and using tech responsibly 

 Do not allow tech in bedrooms overnight. For Years 7 and 8 we would suggest no use of tech after 8pm 

to ensure a good night’s sleep, good mental health and well-being 

 Check the minimum age required for use of social media apps 

 Speak with your child/children about their online friends and the people they are in contact with 

 Establish a non-judgemental, open approach with your child/children about their internet use so that they 

feel they can talk with you freely if they have any concerns 

 Explain to your child/children your responsibility as a parent to keep them safe 

 Have a contract of use of tech with your child. If you are paying the bill for their phone or buying the credit 

you have terms of use of that tech imposed on you, it’s quite acceptable for you to impose your terms of 

use. These terms might relate to the social media you are happy for them to use, the times of day the 

phone can/cannot be used, not entering into unkind communications, not sharing images etc. 

 Encourage your child to use tech in communal areas of the home 

 

If you are concerned about your child’s online activities share your worries. Talk to a friend, contact CEOP or 
the police or give us a call 
 
Thank you for your support 
 

Mr L Hamblin  - Student Manager 

  

Safe Use of Social Media 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


