
 

 

Following the tremendous success of the Friends Christmas Fair, the next big event of the year takes place on 
Friday 5th May, and will be a Quiz Night. 
 
The Friends raise money to provide for the nice extras for students in school. Having listened to student views, 
we have plans to provide outdoor table tennis tables, and picnic benches under a purpose built covered area 
so that students can use the social space all year around. At the moment we have around £5000, but in order 
to go ahead with the project we need to raise at least the same amount again. It would be fantastic to raise the 
money quickly so that our students, who are currently in school, get maximum use out of the new facility. 
 
A lot of work, dedication and commitment goes into running the Friends. They support a number of school 
events, such as parents evenings and presentation evenings, providing refreshments. Whilst we appreciate 
that not all parents are able to provide that sort of time commitment, I’d really appreciate as many parents as 
possible joining us for the Quiz Night in order to raise more funds, but also to participate in what proves to be 
an exciting, fun and probably fiercely competitive evening! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the quiz. 
 
Mr N Sellars - Headteacher 
 
Nigel Sellars - Headteacher 
 
 
During the last week of term 4, Year 7 students had Oxford 
Schools Chaplaincy service joining RPE classes and delivered 
lessons on the theme of Easter.  Students were told the Easter 
story from the Bible using the perspectives of different people 
involved in the last few days of Jesus’ life.  The story was 
delivered using a podcast, a short video and a play performed 
by the volunteers.   In some cases students were able to join in 
the play.  Students were encouraged to use clues from the story 
to try to understand why Jesus died. Over seven different 
volunteers from the local Churches gave their time to help deliver 
these lessons.   Students had the opportunity to speak with the 
volunteers and ask questions they also were asked to write their 
reflections on what they had learned.   
 
Here are a few reflections. 
 
I learned that Jesus was betrayed by one of his friends. 
I learned that Jesus healed one of the people who came to arrest him. 
I learned why the Friday before Easter is a good day. 
I learned that Easter is more important than Christmas to some Christians. 
 
The volunteers were very complimentary about the students’ behaviour and also left them with a chocolate treat.  
We are very grateful to Samantha Cragg and Oxford School’s Chaplaincy team for giving up their time to help 
students understand the story behind the Easter celebrations in a creative and fun way.  
 
Miss A Campbell – Teacher of R.P.E. 

The Gosford Times 

 

The Weekly Newsletter of Gosford Hill School 
 

Issue 28 – April 2017 

 

Friends Quiz Night on Friday 5th May 

What is Easter all about? 



 

 

                           

Oxfordshire Schools Year 10/11 Swimming Finals 

On Tuesday April 4th 2017 the Year 10/11 Swimming team competed in the Oxfordshire Schools Swimming 
Finals at The Leys Leisure Pool in Blackbird Leys. Having already won the North Oxfordshire Gala they were 
keen to uphold the high standard of swimming that was expected of them.  
 
The team included: Emily Kyle (Year 11), Lucy Parsons (Year 11), Ellie Hughes (Year 11) and Katie Parsons 
(Year 8). Ellie and Katie stepped in to help the team at the last minute due to illness and work experience. The 
team came third in both relays and achieved a notable 2nd for Katie in the breaststroke. However, the team were 
just ‘pipped’ into 4th place by Sibford School.  
 
The team’s competitiveness and support for each other was a privilege to witness. They were up against many 
excellent club swimmers who have competed at National Level! Well done Girls! 
 
Miss D Green – P E Faculty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you have had a great Easter holiday. While we have been away our 
tadpoles have grown. We now have legs. 
  
We are at that interesting stage where are tadpoles are developing at different 
stages. I have a group of three Year 7 students, Kayley Mummery, Lana 
Brooksbank and Nikola Rodzik, helping me with the tadpoles. We are considering 
why they are developing at different stages and documenting them weekly.  
 
If you would like to join the group documenting them, then please come see  
Mrs Williams.  

 

Updates on development soon! 

   

  

 

   Mrs K Williams – Science Faculty 

 

 

 

 

Tadpole Update 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=bu7Mmw%2bY&id=2792613EC970F8057E579132AD5FE37F87834266&q=tadpole+title&simid=608051320494362593&selectedIndex=2


 

 
 
 

 
Oxfordshire Science Festival Schools Poetry Competition 
 
Calling all primary and secondary school children in Oxfordshire. Can you write a terrific scientific poem? Then 
enter our poetry competition for a chance to win some fantastic prizes! 
Your poem can be in any style you like as long as it's about a scientific subject. How about a cosmic limerick 
or an enzyme rhyme? 

The winning poems will be performed at a festival event on Saturday 17 June, and will be published online. 
The class of the winning poet will get to visit the Diamond Light Source science facility at Harwell and their 
school will win a hamper of scientific goodies or a half-day educational science session delivered in-school by 
Science Oxford.  
 
Send us your poem on the entry form by Friday 19th May 2017 

See Miss Hamdy in S4 for an entry form! 

 

 

 
 

This week a very clear message has been communicated to our students at Gosford Hill School: to be kind. It 
reflects the core principle of our House System - looking after each other 
  
Following an email from a parent that alerted me to a video online created by This Morning, I watched the heart 
breaking stories of two mothers who have lost their children to suicide following unkind behaviour from their 
peers and other children online.  
 
This Morning are asking that parents watch this video with their children and ‘pledge’ to discuss the effects that 
unkind behaviour can have towards others. Taking inspiration from this, I decided to create an assembly for all 
students that highlights the key messages from the video. 
 
With my Year 12 Drama students on board to help out, we recreated the stories using the words of the mothers 
with two Sixth Form students playing the part whilst the rest either played the victims or the perpetrators. The 
Sixth Formers were struck by how emotional the stories were and felt that it was necessary to engage their 
audience with three questions: Is it true? Is it necessary? Is it kind? They felt that if all students asked 
themselves those three questions before approaching other students or writing unkind comments online, 
students would generally feel a lot happier.  
  
I have always been incredibly proud to work at Gosford Hill School and the behaviour of the majority of students 
is exemplary at all times. However, it would be untrue to say that I don’t witness unkindness and I feel as a 
teacher, it is my duty to teach students what unkindness can lead to. It is far too easy for students to ignore a 
nasty comment, especially when they don’t realise it’s the 10th nasty comment that a person has been subjected 
to that day. This is a team effort between my colleagues, the students and you as parents and it is never simply 
‘job done’.  
  
 

Getting the message across 

acr 



 
Throughout the coming weeks, teachers will be alert to random acts of kindness. This will enter students into a 
draw where they will be in for winning a prize. This could be anything from helping out another student in lesson, 
holding a door open for somebody or simply reminding others about the importance of being kind.  
  
If you are interested in watching the video please follow the link below and click the pledge button to say that 
you will watch and discuss this video with your children.  
 
http://www.itv.com/thismorning/hot-topics/pledge-to-share-our-anti-bullying-message 
 
I feel it is important to remember that our children are always learning and reminding them of the simplest of 
things will help them to get the bigger things right. 
 
Jo Brimble - House Leader: Cherwell 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.itv.com/thismorning/hot-topics/pledge-to-share-our-anti-bullying-message


 
 
Students explore robotics and coding 

 

Like something out of a sci-fi movie, "Nao" is every bit as entertaining as R2D2 or 
C3PO. 
These approximately 23-inch-tall robots can speak, track movement, pick up 
objects, pick themselves up when they fall and, yes, even dance.   
 
Years 7, 8 and 9 Computer Science students had a fantastic opportunity work with 
the Nao robots on loan from Oxford Brookes University, but aside from the tricks 
and super cute voice the Nao pronounced “now” gives students accelerated 
learning in the field of robotics and programming. 
 
Nao are programmable humanoids created by “SoftBank” Robotics 
https://www.ald.softbankrobotics.com/en/cool-robots/nao they have sensors on 
head, hands and feet which allow them to detect and interact with their 
environment.  In addition to this they have four directional microphones and speakers allowing them to listen for 
keywords and in turn speak a reply.  Finally the Nao’s have two cameras allowing them to see. 
 
 
What makes Nao an educational experience is that the students 
were able to program various actions for Nao through a "drag and 
drop" coding system via a laptop.  An action is selected by 
students, and the package of corresponding codes is dragged to 
the work space on the laptop. Then students must link each code 
within the package together to produce the action. Students take 
turns logging in and out of Nao's system.  The code is then 
transmitted to Nao via a WiFi signal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 9 computer science said the experience was “inspiring, interesting and educational”, and overall all 
students had a fantastic experience.  
 
Ms A Donachie – ICT Faculty 
 
 

 

The Future is NAO 
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