
 

 

 

High School Musical was selected while we were on the Creative Arts trip last year as everyone knew and 
loved all of the songs and the characters, it was a joint effort between staff and students and I hope you agree 
it was a great decision. We had record numbers of students audition and had another large cast so the singing 
and dancing was more impressive than ever. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed creating and directing this year’s play and have found the students’ energy and 
enthusiasm for performance to be truly inspiring. We had students ranging from Year 7 to Year 12 involved 
this year and for a large number of those it was their first school production. We tried to create, yet again, 
another innovative set for you and rearranged our performance space to recreate the atmosphere of East 
High. 
 
We  had record numbers of tickets sold this year and have put the money raised to great use by purchasing 
new speakers so the singing and band can be heard so much more clearly and have invested in new 
microphones for the cast.  
 
I would just like to say a big 'thank you' for buying tickets and supporting the students at Gosford Hill School. 
 
Mrs H Whitford – Head of Creative Arts Faculty 
 
 
 
 
                                                       
 

 

 

 

 
        
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The link to view and/or to purchase photos is  -  http://bit.ly/2mJFIyX    
If you experience any problems please email Cereta Drewett on info@ceretadrewettphotography.co.uk 
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UCAS Exhibition Brunel University  

On Wednesday 15th March, Year 12 went to a UCAS exhibition at Brunel 

University in London. There were 150 stalls representing different universities 

across the country and alternative pathways such as The Royal Navy and 

apprenticeships.  

At each of the stalls we could talk to representatives of each university and 
ask them questions such as what courses they offer and what social activities 
happen at the university. 
 
I found the exhibition very useful as it highlighted to me how many universities 
there are and got me thinking about what my post A-level options are. 
 
“completely changed my perspective” – Beth Crook  
 
“I had no idea what I was going to do, but now I would like to go to Exeter 
University” – Sam Branney 
 
“I think it was a massive eye opener to uni life and the different courses available” – Katie Palmer  
 
Harriet Pipkin Year 12 

 

 

 

Here are some interesting opportunities for trying out or finding out about different careers 

All Years - two really useful presentations worth viewing if you are interested in careers in Art & Design or 
Digital Marketing:  
Art & Design: https://tinyurl.com/mp2er5g  
Digital Marketing: https://tinyurl.com/lhq7u28  
  
Want to be a pilot? All Years - Pilot Careers Live Exhibition is on April 22nd from 10am - 4.30pm at Sofitel 
Hotel, Terminal 5, London Heathrow. https://www.pilotcareernews.com/live/london/  
 
Year 10 upwards – Mechanical Aircraft Engineering Apprenticeship – Airbus. Airbus Helicopters is a global 
leader in aeronautics, space and related services. Please follow link below for all their current vacancies.  
http://www.theengineeringtrust.org/apprenticeships/current-vacancies/  
  
Want to be a lawyer? All Years - The Young Lawyer Programme - Sunday 30th July 2017 at UCL - 
https://tinyurl.com/lwlyusa  
The Young Lawyer Programme brings professionals from the world's most prestigious law firms and barristers' 
chambers to UCL to give students a 360 degree immersion into the world of a lawyer. For any further information 
please send us an email at: info@investineducation.co.uk or call us on 0844 057 0242  
 
14-18 year olds - Two “female only” army work experience opportunities have been announced taking place in 
Longmoor, Hampshire. Students need to be at least 14 years old.  
30th May to 2nd June 2017 and 13th to 17th November 2017  
For more info email Emma Chapman at the Oxford army careers office via:  ARTD-RG-
NRCRecruitingAd13@mod.uk  
 
Opportunities to work in finance. Year 11 – 13 - Lloyds Banking Apprenticeships – application process starting 
soon.  
A Lloyds Banking Group Apprenticeship is a journey of discovery - a brilliant way for you to go from full-time 
education into the world of work.‟  
For more information go to: http://lloydsbankinggrouptalent.com/apprentices/  

Career Opportunities 
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  Science Fair Visit 

On Thursday 16th March a group of Year 10 and 12 students 
visited Headington Girls School for a science fair. 
 
Firstly, we were given interesting presentations on epidemiology 
and global health by expert scientists, and applying to Oxford 
University by an administration officer from Trinity College. 
 
Over 200 students, 20 academics and research scientists 
attended the fair from all over Oxfordshire. We had the brilliant 
opportunity to interact with the scientists and participate in 
exciting informative experiments in the form of mini 
competitions.  
 
The science fair was a fantastic event allowing us to expand our 
scientific knowledge in an engaging atmosphere where we could 
find out more information about the different career paths 
science can lead you to. 
 
"It really opened my eyes to the importance of statistics in the 
real world." - Jeremy Mbararia  
 
 Katie Palmer and Nithyaa Eswaran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After Easter, science club is taking on the challenge of engineering. Engineering has developed over the years 

from household appliances to space ships.  

If you would like to join the Year 7 and 8 science club and rise to the challenge of completing different engineering 

projects, then come and sign up with Mrs Williams. 

 

Mildred Dresselhaus, Electrical Engineer and Physicist. Mildred was the first female 

institute professor and professor of physics and electrical engineering at the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Mildred has won numerous award including the 

National Medal of Science. 

 

 

J. Robert Oppenheimer, Engineer, Physicist and Scientist (1904-1967). He led the 

Manhattan Project, the program that developed the first nuclear weapon during World 

War II. 

 

Some of the parts needed to build the engineering projects will need to be bought in. 

Therefore, if you would like to take your engineering project home a small contribution will 

be needed and you will need to book your place. You can still join in the fun of building if 

you do not want to take it home.  

Mrs K Williams – Science Faculty 

 

Science Club Term 5 - Engineering 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildred_Dresselhaus


 

 
 
 
 

Our tadpoles are doing great, they are getting bigger and bigger. We are 

hoping to see legs after the Easter holiday.  

I will be working with a group of Year 7 students to log the development of the 

tadpoles.  

If you would like to join the group documenting them, then please come see 

Mrs Williams.  

                                  Updates on development soon! 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Mrs K Williams – Science Faculty 

 

     Science Club News 

We have been growing beans so we can see what the root hairs look 

like. Finally the day came and they were hairy! We had great fun 

practising our microscope skills.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, this was our last science club this term. But not to worry we are back after Easter. 

If you would like to join in with the science club or have any questions, then come and see Mrs Williams 

(S2). 

Mrs K Williams –Science Faculty  

 

Tadpole Update 
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A small group of Year 9 students joined students from Wheatley Park and Lord Williams’ Schools at the two day 
Business Team Challenge, organised by Oxfordshire Business Alliance at Wheatley Park School. Students were 
divided into small groups with students from the other schools. In these groups they worked with Oxfordshire 
Fire and Rescue Service getting to know each other with some fun and sometimes quite challenging team 
building activities. 
 
Each group spent the afternoon with a local business finding out about how the business worked and the types 
of jobs people in the organisation do. On the second day all groups assembled the information they had collected 
and made a presentation to an invited audience including representatives of the business organisations.  
 
All the students reported that they enjoyed meeting and working with new people. When asked what had 
surprised them most about the activity their responses were varied. They were quite surprised that people doing 
similar jobs had sometimes undergone different education training, often not working in the area that they were 
originally trained for but using all their varied skills.  
 
As always the time given by local business organisations is crucial to the success of these activities. We would 
like to thank the staff at Kingerlee, Brookes University, SAE Institute and Asda for giving up their time. If your 
organisation would consider involvement in one of these activities please contact sixthform@gosford-
hill.oxon.sch.uk 
 
Liz Hounsell 14-19 Pathway Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Football  

Well done to the Year 7 & 8 Girls football team for 
coming 2nd on Wednesday in the County Finals! 
Exceptional football was played and all the girls were 
very supportive of each other. Mrs Thacker and Miss 
Barrie are very proud of how the girls represented 
GHS with their determination to do their best and their 
sporting behaviour throughout, on and off the pitch. 
Mrs Thacker has seen a lot of talent in football training 
this season, and the girls that have been committed 
have set a high bench mark for next year. The top 10 
girls’ school teams played in the country finals, coming 
2nd in the County is a fantastic result for the girls and 
for Gosford Hill School. 

 
Team Members:  
Year 7: Faith Toon, Isabelle Thacker, Lea Hague, Paris Baker, Chloe Upellini 
Year 8: Isabel Emptage, Jess Mallaghan, Abigail Boyce, Amber Parker, Jessica Soares 

 
 

Year 9 Business Team Challenge 

 

 

 

 

Animation figures at Sae Institute Students at work 
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On Wednesday 29th March 2017 the Year 9 Netball team competed in the Oxfordshire School Games Netball 
Finals at Oxford Community Arena. Having already won the North Oxfordshire League they were keen to 
uphold the high standard of netball that was expected of them and did not disappoint. The girls worked hard 
to defeat their rivals and succeeded by winning all four of their matches.  
 
The scores were: Cherwell School 4 – 6 Gosford Hill, Bartholomew 0 – 10 Gosford Hill, Wallingford 4 – 11 
Gosford Hill, King Alfred’s 1 – 6 Gosford Hill. Having won all of their games in this final competition the girls 
were presented with the shield and medals as winners of the Oxfordshire School Games Netball Finals.  
 
Throughout the day they showed outstanding determination and teamwork, working together, consistently 
encouraging one another and demonstrating all characteristics that a team should have. This is a huge 
achievement and one that the whole of Gosford Hill should be extremely proud of. Player of the tournament: 
Rebecca Preston for excellent shooting and movement within the shooting circle.  
 
Year 9 Netball Team: Laura Bateman, Lexie Horn, Libby Giles, Lizzie Sulley, Ella Littlewood, Georgia 
Sanderson, Rebecca Preston, Amy Lawrence. (Team picture) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Oxfordshire School Games Netball Finals – Year 9 Netball 

 



 
 
 
 
On Wednesday 29th March 2017 the Year 7 Netball team competed in the Oxfordshire School Games Netball 
Finals at Oxford Community Arena. Having already won the North Oxfordshire League they were playing to 
keep their 100% undefeated record at the tournament.  
 
The girls played their best netball this season rising to the challenge of unknown teams. The scores were very 
close with goal average counting to decide the finishing positions. The scores were: Cherwell School Won 20 
- 4 Bartholomew Drew 13 – 13 and Didcot Losing 9 – 7.  Gosford Hill finished a creditable 2nd to Didcot School.  
 
Throughout the day they showed outstanding determination and teamwork, working together, consistently 
encouraging one another and demonstrating all characteristics that a team should have.  Player of the 
tournament: Tara Nickfarjam for excellent shooting and leadership as team captain.  
 
Year 7 Netball Team: Lucy Hayes, Rebecca Pegden, Sian Davies, Alessia Ilie, Taylor Jenkins, Poppy 
Whitford, Tara Nickfarjam, Isabelle Thacker. (Team Picture) 

 

       

                         

 

 

 

 

 
  

Oxfordshire School Games Netball Finals – Year 7 Netball 

 



 

 
 
On Friday 31st March 2017 the Year 7 Hockey team competed in the Oxfordshire School Games Hockey Finals 
at Tilsley Park Abingdon. Having already won the North Oxfordshire League and Tournament they were keen 
to prove their ability at county level. The squad of girls played a brilliant tournament not conceding a single goal 
in the matches.  
 
The scores were: Henry Box won 2 – 0 (Poppy Whitford X2), Gillotts Won 1 -0 ((Poppy Whitford) and Matthew 
Arnold won 2 – 0 (Phoebe Pipkin, Poppy Whitford). Gosford Hill Won Pool A. We then met the runners up from 
Pool B Wood Green and won 1 – 0 (Grace Barrett). The team played Wallingford in the finals and drew 0 -0. 
Then the real nail biting finale of the ‘shuffle’ (shoot out). Eight seconds to score a goal! Faith Toon did a brilliant 
job in goal saving a goal and Lucy Hayes scoring a goal however Wallingford won 2 -1. The team should be 
really proud of their achievement finishing 2nd.  
 
The team worked really hard together playing in different positions, supporting each other and giving 100% to 
every game. Player of the tournament: Lucy Hayes for her excellent skill and control on the field as well as 
leadership in the role of team captain.  
 
Year 7 Hockey Team: Taylor Jenkins, Lucy Hayes, Faith Toon, Grace Barrett, Lea Hague, Chloe Upellini, Poppy 
Whitford, Isabelle Thacker, Millie Mackenzie, Phoebe Pipkin. (Medal Photograph). 
 
Mrs D Green – P E Faculty 

 

 

                                                                                  

                                       

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Oxfordshire School Games Netball Finals – Year 7 Hockey 

 



 

 

Gosford Hill School Gymnastics Club 

Every Thursday students from Year 7 through to Year 13 attend gym club as performers and coaches. The 
session always starts with setting up the Olympic equipment on vault, bars, beam, floor and trampoline. The 
girls then lead the warm up followed by basic skills across the mats and the ‘famous’ handstand competition 
with a trophy for the winner. The students then divide into four groups to rotate around vault, bars, floor and 
trampoline every 10 minutes. They learn new skills on each piece with the support and coaching from Year 
10 coaches: Lucy, Olivia, Ellen, Hattie, Issy Year 11: Cerys Year 13: Lisa and James. The club runs every 
Thursday from 3.20pm to 4.45pm throughout the year. New member are always welcome. 
 
Feedback from the students and coaches: 
 
‘I like to coach gymnastics and help the younger 
years improve their skills’ 
‘It is fun and I get to learn new things’ 
‘Because it is more fun than sitting at home on 
my phone’ 
‘Because it is fun to do gymnastics with my 
friends’ 
‘To get better at skills’ 
‘I enjoy gymnastics’ 
‘I like the coaches here and they help me to 
improve’  
‘It is exciting’ 
 
Miss Green - PE Teacher 

  



 

Accessing your work on the Shared Drive from Home 

You can get access to you work and the shared 

drive by using the Magellan link on the school 

website: 

1) Go to www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

 

 

 

2) Click on the Magellan link at the top: 

 

 

3) Log in using your usual network password: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) This will take you to the Magellan home 

page. Click on My Files: 

 

 

 

5) You now have access to your ‘Home 

directory’ which is your user area, and the 

Shared Drive: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) Clicking  on the folder icons will open these 

folders: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) Click on the file you want and use the 

upload and download buttons to either 

download you work or upload to your user 

area: 

 

 

 

Mr C Hall – CBL Faculty Leader 

http://www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk/


 

  



 

 

There have been a number of recent incidents nationwide regarding children / young adults committing self 
harm. 
 

 They access the BLUE WHALE challenge website. 

 The game starts innocently. Then dramatically increases in risk. 

 Some have resulted in serious self harming. 

 The game encourages them to commit suicide. 

 Some of the participants have tattoos showing a whale on their arm/s. 

  
Known incidents have occurred in HARROW, TVP, SUSSEX and MANCHESTER. 
 
Click on the link below for more information. 
https://www.connexionfrance.com/Practical/Health/Deadly-Blue-Whale-Challenge-spreads-to-France  
 
Please do be vigilant and if you have any concerns that your child is caught up in this do make an emergency 
appointment with your GP who will be able to help you access the right help. Of course, in term time you can 
contact us for support and guidance. 

 

 

 

TERM DATES – 2016 -2017 
Summer Term 
Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Friday 30th June 2017  Bank Holiday 1st May 2017 

TERM DATES – 2017 -2018 

Autumn Term 
Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017 
 
Spring Term 
Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018 
 
ILP DAY:  Wednesday 6th September 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Monday 4th September 2017, Tuesday 5th September 2017, Friday 6th October 2017, 
Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018 

Safety Alert 

 

https://www.connexionfrance.com/Practical/Health/Deadly-Blue-Whale-Challenge-spreads-to-France

