
 

 

 

I’m delighted to share with you the extremely positive news of our recent Ofsted Monitoring 

Visit, which took place on 24th February 2017. The visiting HMI endorsed and confirmed all 

of the hard work that colleagues are doing to move the school forward since the full 

inspection of February 2016. I’d like to thank the tremendous team of staff that I work with 

for everything that they do for our students every day. 
 

The main findings were that “Since taking up post, you have taken swift and decisive action to improve the 

school. You have successfully stabilised the staff team, showing insight and skill in attracting and recruiting new 

staff. Your clarity of expectation and focus on shared learning has galvanised the staff into a team that 

increasingly pulls together for the benefit of the pupils”.  
 

It goes on to say that, “Much suitable work is underway to improve teaching” and “work to improve leadership 

and support for disadvantaged pupils and those pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities 

is making a difference”.  
 

The very positive work that is going on in core subjects was also highlighted through “increased support 

outside of lessons, coupled with teaching more sharply focused on meeting the needs of these pupils, is 

leading to much-improved progress in English and mathematics at key stage 3”. 
 

The strength, together with the wide ranging skills and expertise that our relatively new Governing Body bring 

to the school, under the leadership of our new Chair of Governors, Andy Gauld was also highlighted and 

praised. The letter states that, “The governing body has reviewed the way it operates in order to ensure clarity 

about its role and a suitably strategic focus. A clear approach is now in place which defines the processes and 

structure by which governors will hold senior and middle leaders to account.” 
 

We still recognise that there is a lot of work to do in order to secure an Ofsted judgement of good, and the 

monitoring visit highlighted three key areas which the school needs to take further action on. Some of this work 

was already underway. The letter says that “The school should take further action to: 
 

 ensure that teaching and achievement in science improve quickly 
 

 sharpen the way work to improve teaching is evaluated to secure an incisive understanding of how 
effective it is and where adjustments are needed 

 

 use the information you collect about pupils’ achievement to gain a precise view of the progress pupils 
that make from varying starting points, including the most able”. 

 

This success isn’t just down to the staff in school, but also to our students, parents, Governors, partnership 
schools and the wider community, including local businesses. It is the positive collaborative work that all 
members of our community contribute to the education, opportunities and life experiences of our young people 
that make our school successful and a school that I am immensely proud to lead.  
 

The full Ofsted Monitoring Visit letter is available on our website for you to read. 
 

Mr Nigel J. Sellars - Headteacher 
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Living eggs project 

Introducing the newest additions to the science department! 
We began this year’s living eggs project on Monday, with the delivery of 10 eggs and an incubator. Monday 
and Tuesday saw our eggs rocking around, getting ready to hatch. 
 
Our first chick was born overnight on Tuesday, and on Wednesday we had 4 more chicks hatch from their 
eggs during the day, with a few more beginning to crack open!  
 
A small group of Year 7 students will be looking after our chicks, and carefully studying their growth and 
behaviour over the next week and a half. 
 
So far we have learnt about how the incubator works, how to candle the eggs and the hatching process. 
students can pop into S4 during lunchtimes to have a look at the project. 
 
Miss A Hamdy – Teacher of Science 

 

 
 
 
This week I have been to Vienna and Hamburg for the 
Austrian and German Junior Open squash tournaments.  
 
In my category (gu13 ) there were players from Holland, 
Germany, Spain, USA, Egypt, Sweden, Czech Republic, 
Ukraine, Austria, Armenia, Slovenia, Serbia and of 
course England.  
 
I won all my matches in Austria without dropping a game, 
to claim my third European Open title.  
 
In Germany I played all my matches on the glass walled 
show court (which the professionals play on) with a white 
ball. This is harder than a normal court as the ball dies 
very quickly and I don't usually get the chance to play on 
one.  
 
The German was a super series event, attracting some of the top junior players, and having been runner up in 
the Swiss Open in December I managed to go one better and claim the German title.  
 
I would like to thank the school for their support and letting me have time away to do these tournaments and my 
mum for taking me! 
 
Jasmine Tranter - Year 8 

 

Success for Jasmine in Open Squash Tournaments 



 

 
 
 
 
On Monday 27th of February seven Year 12 and Year 13 
students were invited to St Edward’s School in Oxford to witness 
the launch of Girls Write The Future, a charity that strives for 
gender equality, focusing on providing education for girls around 
the world. Interestingly, the charity was set up by male student 
Kian Akhavan who, when in Year 10, experienced first-hand the 
inequality and deprivation of girls in Kenya, where for every 
seven boys in school there was only one girl. He decided to take 
action and raised an incredible 12,000 dollars to fund girls’ 
education there.  
 
To help promote the launch he invited two key speakers in 
women’s rights to speak of the injustice they had witnessed globally: Sally Armstrong, an award winning human 
rights activist, journalist and author, and Iran’s first female judge and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Dr Shirin 
Ebadi.  
 
Among other things, Dr Ebadi notably discussed the revolution in Iran in 1979, and how women were drastically 
affected; for example, the legal age of marriage for women was reduced from 18 to 9, and is now 13. Despite 
this, only 2-3% of their population actually marry under the age of 18, proving how they disagree with the 
government.  
 
Sally Armstrong spoke about the Western world’s fight for gender equality through the 1960s and 1970s, and 
about the bravery of girls in zones of conflict zones. One particular case was the legal case brought by ‘160 
girls’; this was started by a pregnant 12 year old standing up for her educational rights by pointing in a village 
meeting to the man who had raped her. This resulted in more girls who were unable to go to school for the same 
reason coming forward, initiating a court case in order for them to improve their human rights.  
 
We also watched a short film, Mercy’s Blessing, which depicted the lengths that girls and their families must go 
to in Malawi (one of the poorest countries in the world) to receive an education. 
 
Overall, the event was eye opening and inspired courage for change. It also emphasised the importance of 
female education and reinforced Armstrong’s point: that, in order to achieve true equality, both boys and girls 
“must cross the finish line together”.  
 
Francesca Ferguson, Keeva Heap, Ellie Hutson and Taylor King (Year 13) 
 

 

Important Online Security Message 

Here is a message from the police about checking the security 

and protection on your children’s social media accounts 

POLICE MESSAGE: 
 
We know that many children are using social media when 
‘officially’ they are too young to sign up to the sites – we know 
because they tell us! 
 
Lots of them say that Mums and Dads have signed them up – 
sometimes years ago. There’s nothing illegal in that, but 
please keep in mind that if you signed your 8 year old up to 
Facebook five years ago, saying they were 13 years old – they 
now appear as an 18 year old on the site.  
 
If an adult tries to groom your now 13 year old via social media, they will be able to argue that they thought 
they were talking to another adult. Remember to update their details, check their privacy settings, and talk to 
them about which pictures they use for their profile, so they’re safe online. Thank you 

 

Review of Girls Write The Future 



 
 
 
Thanks to all students who submitted work.  The standard of work was very high and we were very impressed 
by the level of creativity and thought that had gone into each piece of work to create such a diverse range of 
responses to the title ‘the world we live in’. 
 
Those who have been selected will be notified by letter from the Young Art Oxford by Easter. 
 
Well done to everyone who entered and good luck! 
 
Miss O Kennedy & Miss C Nicolle – D & T Faculty 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrants:   Year 9  
Nicole Petrova, Charlie Wren, Sophie Hall, Lara Payne, Katie Archer, Susannah Knowles 

        Year 8  
Sophie Port, Jessica Soares, Chloe Kerr, Amelie Prior, Julian Quinola, Lindsay Marsh, Abigail 
Strauther, Ruby Devlin, Lucy Bryant, Caitlin Laing, Daniel Andrew, Paige Simpson, Bethany 
Samuel, Faith Turner 
Year 7 
Alessia Ilie, Rory Gauld, Anna Josephs, Mary Parish, Caitlin Beane, Luke East, Melissa Page, 
Amber Zacchi, Isabel McGregor, Miriam Willis, Lydia Stevens-Rodrigues, Sian Davies, Poppy 
Whitford, Kayan Ali, Emily Randall, Ethan Cole 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Art Oxford Competition Title: ‘The World We Live In’ 



 

 

 

When Miss Barrie was at school she didn’t always know what she wanted to be when 
she left school.  The main reason she decided to become a teacher was because of 
the good relationship she had with her PE teacher at school.  Miss Barrie looked up to 
her as the greatest role model within school and she wanted to make other young 
people look up to her in the same way.  Of course, her love for sport went well with 
this decision!  Her favourite sports are dance and netball since she is a very energetic, 
competitive and outdoor person. 
 
She’s been to quite a few places around the world.  Her favourite country by far was 
Thailand since she went there for her cousin’s wedding.  It was a Thai wedding so it 
was amazing to see how the Thai culture celebrated and how different the wedding day was to ours in this 
country. 
 
She likes to think that she’s a fair teacher who gets everybody involved and reaching their potential in one way 
or another.  She also has some good ideas about the school such as: adding screens in the corridors to benefit 
the students by being able to check for any daily updates and room changes. 
 
She says that “the best thing is the amount of different people I see each day and when students are happy and 
greet me with a big smile and a “Hey Miss!”.  However the worst part is the work you have to take home with 
you... It’s a job that you can’t forget about as soon as you walk out of the door.  But it’s the time that we put in 
after school hours that make the students enjoy your lessons and leave smiling and feeling that they have 
achieved something. 
 
Martha Dodson, Laura Scaife & Anastasia Kontogianni – Year 10 Students 
 
 

Young Engineers 
  
On Friday 24th February, a group of Year 8s and 9s had the exciting opportunity to meet with Simon, an 
engineer who works for Young Engineers. Young Engineers is a company with a mission to educate young 
people in the sciences. We began the day off with an insightful talk about what it means to be an engineer.  
 
Simon explained to us that engineers are present in every field of work, and the skills that they have are vital 
to progress in any job. Using our new knowledge, we were able to design a windmill which could create 
enough energy to lift a weight. Then, we debated which type of power source for Sweden, USA and UK would 
be the most effective. We condensed our ideas into a thirty second pitch to another group. Finally, we created 
a car that we raced with the other groups and recorded the results on a scatter diagram.  
 
Everyone really enjoyed their time learning about engineers from Simon and came out of the lesson with a 
better understanding of - and a newfound excitement for - the sciences. 
 
Jessica Wraight, Year 8  

  

This week’s ‘New Staff’ interview is with Miss N Barrie – P.E. Teacher 

Students trying to ‘race’ their car exactly 3.5 metres. Students testing their windmill designs 

 



 

 

On Friday 3rd March, I and seven other Gosford Hill School students took a trip to Banbury to the Cherwell 
District Council offices. We were asked to present an improvement that we could make to solve a problem in 
our community. We had £30,000 to work with (if some of the money could be saved, we were informed that 
the Council would be very grateful!). We felt that a huge issue in our community was the rising population of 
obese children and adults. Another issue that was put forward was the quality and cleanliness of our canals 
and the surrounding areas. We decided to incorporate both issues into our solution. 
  
Our group’s idea was that we could revamp and improve the woodland ‘trail’ behind Stratfield Brake. We felt 
that a sign, benches, new wildlife, advertisement and outdoor furniture would encourage more runners, dog 
walkers, schools and families to visit the area. This would improve the amount of physical activity and as the 
forest backed onto a canal, we felt we could clean up and make the canals safer with our resources.  
 
We worked hard on our presentation to cover all aspects of the criteria and were the only group who were not 
asked to clarify their plan as our presentation was ‘excellent’. Unfortunately we did not win the competition, but 
that did not dampen our enthusiasm for what was a very interesting day.  
 
Ruby Devlin, Year 8 
 

Ewelina, David, Jack, Jess, Ruby, Tom, Daniel and Beth (operating the computer!) 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have Your Say Day 



 

 
 

World Book Day – Thursday 2nd March 2017 
On Thursday 2nd of March Year 7s of Gosford Hill School had a chance to do some different activities and 

collect a free World Book Day book. One of the most popular activities was to design a new book cover for an 

existing book as it was very fun and creative. Also, there were lots of activities about poetry. There was a 

poetry design station where people would cut out newspaper words and make them into a poem about 

anything. Another station was about story dice where people would write a story by throwing story dice (dice 

with pictures) and looking at the pictures that told a story. One of the other tables were titled descriptive 

writing using your senses –which was pretty self-explanatory. 

Some people who participated described it as: 

“I enjoyed the story cubes and reading advice” Rory Gauld. 

“I enjoyed the fun activities that the books provide” Harvey Franklin. 

“It was enjoyable because of the activities” Lucy Hayes. 

“I loved it” Taylor Jenkins.  

“It was a blast” Darla Merry. 

 Vinay Masih 7WHFG and Nicolas Botezatu 7EACL 

 



 
 
 
I am pleased to inform parents and students that: 
 
Mr. L Prince, a Science specialist, has recently joined the Science faculty teaching team. 
Ms. V. Miller, an English specialist, has recently joined our English faculty teaching team. 
 
Mr D Ward - Deputy Headteacher  

Staffing Update 



 
  



 

 

 


