
 

 

 

Our visit began with an introductory briefing setting the historical context and significance of WW2, cryptology and 
the history of computing also introducing mathematical notions.  After this, various objects such as an early 
calculator, mobile phones, and storage devices were offered around for the students to hold and observe. 
 

We then split into three sub-groups and set off with our tour guides to 
begin the day’s activities.  Groups one and two took it in turns to see 
the world's oldest original working computer and the Colossus, which 
is the world's first programmable electronic computer.  It was this 
computer that helped to crack the Lorenz-encrypted messages 
between Hitler and his generals in World War II, and the Harwell 
Dekatron Computer (also known as WITCH).  Students were able to 
appreciate just how far computers have come and how privileged they 
are to have access to the technology available to them.  
 
They also spent part of the morning time looking at some mainframe 
computers and were taken on a journey of computing history from the 
post-war period to the present day.  Finally topping this off with a round 
of vintage video gaming (or at least trying to get in a turn when the 
teachers weren’t hogging the games!). 
 
Group three spent the first part of the day in their classroom for a 
hands-on workshop.  This is equipped with 15 BBC microcomputers, 
bringing back memories for any adult who remembers spending hours 
typing lines of BASIC into a 
computer in the 1980s. 
During this session, 

students were inputting a 28 line code into the BBC microcomputer, to 
produce a "snake" game and then modify it afterward.  The absence of 
a "copy and paste” function caused alarm for some students!  They 
became frustrated with the method for correcting errors - which was just 
to re-type the line.  It may seem peculiar to use BBC computers from 
the 1980s but the advantages are that the students really do have to go 
back to "first principles."  Moreover, since they run at a much slower 
pace, you can often actually see the computer processing the 
instructions.  There are also no distractions, due to the absence of the 
internet and other programs. 
 
After the BBC BASIC coding students spent some time working on a 
text based artificial intelligence program (similar to SIRI), the program 
allowed a user to ask the system a question, to which the system would 
provide a predefined answer, that the students had previously 
programmed. 
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After a half hour lunch, in which time the gift shop was open for students to purchase souvenirs, groups one and 
two had the workshops and group three went on the museum tour. 
 
The day was a marvellous mix of modern world history (particularly WW2), computing and mathematics.  The three 
guides were extremely knowledgeable, enthusiastic and engaging.  As a result, the atmosphere in the museum 
was infectious and it gave the tour its wonder. It was evident from their talks that they were genuinely interested in 
the subject matter.  The delivery was at times humorous and always insightful.  The various practical 
demonstrations and physical objects to see and handle were varied and relevant to the content.  The content was 
original and smoothly tied several subjects together.  It also went beyond the national curriculum and was all the 
better for it. 
 
Overall it was a fantastic day and all who attended enjoyed themselves immensely. 
 
Ms. A Donachie – IT Teacher 

 

 
 
 

For Year 11… 

English Literature revision 2017 
      

A film screening 
 

in the Learning Centre on Wednesday 8 March 
from 3.10pm – 5.10pm 

of  Romeo and Juliet 
in preparation for the mock exam 

Food and drink will be provided. 
The film will begin at 3.10pm on the dot. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Last week a small group of Modern Foreign Languages students from Years 11-13, including myself, were 
given the opportunity to visit the University of Oxford’s Department of Education. The purpose of the day was 
to develop our understanding and knowledge of our chosen languages as well as to give students an insight 
into the possibility of studying a language further at university. When we arrived we were separated into several 
groups which were decided by our year group and the language that we are currently studying. This allowed 
us to interact and communicate with students from other schools in Oxfordshire who are at a similar level in 
terms of fluency and skill.  
 
I was joined by three other A2 German students who noticeably shared my enthusiasm and passion for the 
language. Throughout the day we took part in various quizzes about Austria, strengthened our listening and 
speaking abilities through group discussions and each prepared and conducted a short presentation about 
energy, relevant to the A2 topic of environment. Activities which were provided to other year groups included 
vocabulary revision, listening exercises and general speaking practice specifically focused on GCSE and AS 
topics, for example, music. 
 
The trip was an extremely enjoyable and effective experience for all students who attended the day and I 
personally gained a great amount of self-confidence, particularly in speaking, through the activities offered. 
 
Emily Robinson - Y13 Student 
 
Quotes from other students on the trip: 
 

“The trip to Oxford University really helped me to think about pronunciation when speaking.” 
 

“It was good to speak French with linguists from all over Oxfordshire. The content was good and it has definitely 

pushed me to make sure I get the grades I need to continue with French at A Level.” 
 

“I enjoyed learning more about French culture.” 
 

“I found it interesting to talk to A Level students in German, it pushed me to try hard.” 
 

“The teachers were really supportive.” 
 

“We learnt about recent History in Germany, in German!” 

 
The students worked very hard on the day and despite being out of their comfort zones at times they took a 
great deal away from the visit. 
 
Mrs Norman- Team Leader MFL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Languages Trip Report 



 

 

Another one in our series where we get to know our new staff... 

This week Jessica Wraight, Jasmine Tranter and Leah Southam interviewed  
Ms E McCarthy who teaches English. 
 
Why did you want to become a teacher?  Have you always wanted to be a 

teacher? 

“I had a hard time in school and most of my teachers gave up on me.  In Year 9  
I had an English teacher who wouldn’t give up on me.  She inspired me to become a teacher so I could 
make a difference to kids’ lives.” 
 
Do you have any hobbies? 

“I love to bake” 

What is your favourite book and why? 

“The Outsiders – it was the first book I enjoyed reading and it’s still my favourite book” 

What experiences do you have with travel and cultures? 

“I have travelled a lot, but mainly to Western Countries so there haven’t been any big shocks culture-wise.  

My parents live in California, cousins in Australia, I’ve lived in Canada for a while.  I would like to go to 

Japan.” 

What was your favourite subject at school? 

“Drama because I could be crazy.  Least favourite is Science because I’m not very good at it!” 

What teaching styles do you like using? Do you have any special ones? 

“I like to have a good relationship with the students and for them to know that they should feel comfortable 

talking to me.  My room should always be a safe space.” 

What are the best and worst thing about being a teacher? 

“I can make a difference to students’ lives” 

What good ideas have you seen in other schools that you want to bring to GHS? 

“I used to work in a very strict school with a lot of staff turnover.  I left because I couldn’t have fun and the 

students couldn’t either.” 

What is the most interesting fact about you? 

“I used to be black belt in martial arts and competed for the Canadian Team. 

Anything else to add? 

“I want my students to know that my door is always open and my classroom is a safe space for everyone.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
A small group of Year 11 students were invited to join students from local schools at an evening conference ‘Is 
Oxbridge for me?’ at St Helen & St Katharine School, Abingdon. A really interesting Keynote speech ‘ Is 
Oxbridge for me?’ was given by a Dr Eleanor Parker, Student Recruitment Officer and Lecturer in Italian, 
Oxford University was followed by three seminars. These seminars covered the selection process for Oxford & 
Cambridge Universities, the interview and a current student panel Q&A. All three seminars gave our students 
lots of useful points to consider whether or not they ultimately decide to apply when they are in the Sixth Form. 
 
One of the points raised showed students how they should improve what they do in addition to subject lessons 
to demonstrate their interest in a particular subject, (super-curricular activities). Not only did this include the 
obvious reading around a subject but furthering their skills to discuss and constructively argue their point of 
view as well as being able to listen and respond to the point of view of others. 
 
Several sites were recommended to students for exploring around their chosen subjects including a new 
Oxford University site http://torch.ox.ac.uk/oxplore-home-big-questions and a Mathematics site  
https://nrich.maths.org .  
 
Mrs E Hounell – 14 -19 Pathway Manager 
 
 
 

 
 

 

TERM DATES – 2016 -2017 
Spring Term 
Tuesday 3rd January – Friday 7th April 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 2017 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Friday 30th June 2017 

TERM DATES – 2017 -2018 

Autumn Term 
Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017 
 
Spring Term 
Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018 
 
ILP DAY:  Wednesday 6th September 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Monday 4th September 2017, Tuesday 5th September 2017, Friday 6th October 2017, 
Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018 

Oxford & Cambridge University Event  

http://torch.ox.ac.uk/oxplore-home-big-questions
https://nrich.maths.org/

