
 

 

 
 
 

Here are some fantastic photos of the students going on this year’s school 
ski trip. Huge progress was made and so many of the students skied down 
the big ski slope at Hemel Hempstead indoor snow centre.  There were 
falls, wipe-outs and lots of snow plough but there were more smiles and 
laughter and everyone had a fantastic time. 
 
Not long now until we leave, only two more weeks until we hit the slopes in 
the Dolomites of Italy. Start getting your clothes and packing together, don’t 
forget those new ski hoodies that have just arrived. Anyone who hired 
equipment from SkiTogs, your clothing has been delivered to school so 
please come to Mrs. Whitford next week to collect it to make sure it fits.  
 
Your final information packs will be available the week before the trip as 
soon as we have sorted out the rooming list and have the final itinerary. 
 
There will be a final briefing on Friday 10th February in the Hall at 3.20pm 
for all of those attending the trip. Woohoo!! Let it snow!! 
 
Mrs H Whitford – Trip Leader 
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            Year 4 Team Building & Multi skills Event – Gosford Sports Centre  

On Thursday 12th January 117 students and 4 primary leaders from Edward Feild, West Kidlington, North 
Kidlington & St Thomas Moore Primary Schools took part in the Kidlington Partnership Year 4 Team Building 
& Multi Skills Festival. 
 
From the four schools there were a total of 14 teams who competed across the different stations, working on 
their team building skills and developing their agility, speed, balance and coordination. The festival focused 
on our school games value of ‘Teamwork’ and the students worked in teams of eight across ten different 
activity stations. They tackled some exciting and challenging multi skills stations such as ‘Shuttle ball relay’, 
‘reaction ball, ‘target hoops’ and ‘standing long jump, as well as many team building stations such as ‘quick 
sand’, ‘bench games’ and many more. The students performed amazingly and the teamwork skills on show 
were a credit to all involved and all accompanying staff. 
  
Some of the Gosford leaders acted as secret agents on the day and chose eight individual students who 
displayed particularly brilliant team work skills and these students were awarded an additional certificate for 
their efforts. Well done to all that took part and congratulations to Edward Feild who were the winners of the 
festival. 
 
A big thank you must also go to the 27 Gosford Hill School Sports Leaders, as well as the four Edward Feild 
School Sports Leaders, who expertly guided the students around the stations and ensured that the event ran 
as smoothly as possible: Charlie Hopwood, Ewan Smith, Yousef El-Badry, Louis Strauther, Ben Helfrich, Olly 
Hedges, Max Gatehouse, Josh Pipkin, Sam Gauld, Jamie Clack, Joe Mimpress, Lucas Sharp, Danielle 
Glover, Chelsea McQuirk, Megan Raffell, Owen O’Malley, Jacob Orton, Phillip Roberts, Elijah Odwar, Lucy 
Hopper, Mason Rhodes. Kallum Davies, Chloe Antonen, Emily Dandridge, Luanna Dias, Hannah Edwards, 
Harriet Gardner.  
 
Some comments from the day: 
Year 4 girl from Edward Feild School - “I am having so much fun, I cannot wipe the smile off my face”. 
 
Year 4 boy from North Kidlington School - “It has been such fun, learning new skills with my friends”.  
 
Teacher from St Thomas More - ‘This was another superb festival, well organised as usual’ 
 
Teacher from North Kidlington – ‘A very enjoyable event which allowed the children to explore a range of 
events and discover new skill sets’  
 
Mr L. Smith - Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holiday Clubs 

Ignite Sport UK will be running holiday clubs at Gosford Hill School again this February!  Ignite Sport 

UK, deliver holiday clubs offering sports clubs where children aged 4-12 can enjoy learning new skills, 

make new friends, develop techniques and play fun games and matches, with the emphasis on 

enjoyment in a safe and supervised environment. For full info and booking - www.ignitesportuk.com or 

call us on 01869 220890! 

Ignite Sport UK 

 

 

 

The 2017 Kidlington Partnership Sports Hall Athletics saw around 80 Year 5 and 6 students from St Thomas 
Moore, West Kidlington and Edward Feild primary schools compete against each other in a series of events. 
The standard was very high and every event was closely contested, with each athlete showing fantastic effort, 
determination and ability. Our value for the day was passion and the students embraced this value and produced 
displays bursting with positivity, pride and their support of each other throughout the event was a joy to watch.  
 
The first round saw athletes compete in the field events; Standing Triple Jump, Foam Javelin, the Chest Push, 
the Vertical Jump, Speed Bounce and Standing Long Jump. Each station was led by our leaders from Gosford 
Hill who set up led and guided the students to produce some outstanding results. Once the field events were 
complete we moved on to the track events including; obstacle, paarlauf and lap relays. The students displayed 
outstanding athleticism and raucous support as their teams competed on the track. 
 
Edward Feild eventually triumphed beating St Thomas More into second place, with West Kidlington third. We 
wish Edward Feild the very best of luck in the next round. Well done to everyone who took part!  
 
A big thank you to our leaders from Gosford who were outstanding in their organisation and support of our 
primary school children. With thanks to; Charlie Hopwood, Ewan Smith, Yousef El-Badry, Louis Strauther, Ben 
Helfrich, Olly Hedges, Max Gatehouse, Josh Pipkin, Sam Gauld, Jamie Clack, Joe Mimpress, Lucas Sharp, 
Danielle Glover, Chelsea McQuirk, Megan Raffell, Owen O’Malley, Jacob Orton, Phillip Roberts, Elijah Odwar, 
Lucy Hopper, Mason Rhodes, Kallum Davies, Chloe Antonen, Emily Dandridge. Luanna Dias, Hannah Edwards, 
Harriet Gardner.  
 
Mr L. Smith - Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidlington Family – Year 5 and 6 Sports Hall Athletics Festival 

http://www.ignitesportuk.com/


 

 

Session three was a challenge. We set our expectations high on making a model 

of the breathing system, with workable lungs and diaphragm. Each student 

worked hard and it certainly paid off.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to join in next week, then sign up on the sheet on Mrs Williams door (S2). If you have any 
questions, please come and see either Mrs Williams or Miss Rouse. 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Mrs K Williams and Miss E Rouse – Science Faculty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Science Club – Session Three 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=science+club&view=detailv2&&id=1EBD23BDD38330BA91C3A6FAB82B62A7C6382745&selectedIndex=4&ccid=3cJm4Fbr&simid=608000661267941036&thid=OIP.Mddc266e056eb80ba63011a2614070dfaH0


 
 
 
Human Library 
 
Last week we had the first of three Human Library 
events for Year 8 students this term. Sixty students 
in small groups interviewed a variety of Humans 
from the library shelves. As always, the Humans 
were very impressed with the thoughtful questions 
the students asked and the courtesy they showed 
to them. 
 
Students were asked what was the most surprising 
fact they learnt... 
 “there are so many different jobs” 
 “you can go to Brookes University to study a Policing Foundation Degree”  
“you could see your ideas become a reality as an engineer”   
“you don’t necessarily need to go to university to work as a scientist”. 
 
When asked to reflect on how the event could be improved they all wanted more time and more people to 
interview; a challenge we will have to try and rise to.  
 
Year 10 Work Experience 
 
Our Year 10 Work Experience week runs from 3rd -  7th April this year. This is a hugely beneficial experience 
for all students. It is not so much about student career choice but more about building skills needed to be 
successful in the future. 
 
It is an enormous task to place all our students into work experience placements each year. This year is 
proving to be very challenging, several local employers have withdrawn from the programme citing a variety of 
very valid reasons.  
 
If you are employed in the local area do you think that your organisation could offer a placement to one or two 
of our students? Do you have friends or neighbours who would be willing to assist? Students are expected to 
travel to work experience placements and this is an important part of the experience and developing their 
skills. Please contact Wendy Hunt or me if you are willing to help. 
 
Year 11 Post 16 Choices. 
 
Many of our Year 11 students already have their plans in place for September. Congratulations to all students 
who have already had their college interview and secured a place on a course. Next week all students who 
have applied to Gosford Hill Sixth Form will be interviewed. 
 
All young people are now required to remain in education in a Sixth Form or Further Education College or if 
they move into employment they must be in a role that carries recognised training such as an apprenticeship. 
Our Careers Adviser, Fiametta Cruciolli, has already interviewed many of our students and devised action 
plans with them. 
 
We receive information about apprenticeships on a regular basis and this information is posted to the Careers 
Noticeboard outside E9. This information is also regularly updated on the Oxme website,  
http://oxme.info/cms/. This useful site has information to support all young people from 13-19. 
 
The next Open Event at City of Oxford College is on Wednesday 22nd February, 4-7pm. Registration details 
can be found at  http://www.cityofoxford.ac.uk/  
 

Ms E Hounsell – 14-19 Pathway Manager 

  

Careers & Work Experience News 

http://oxme.info/cms/
http://www.cityofoxford.ac.uk/


 

 

 

  Huw Powell visited our school on Monday to talk about his books and writing career. He told us how he got 

into writing and how long it took him to publish his first book (three years). Kata Soros 7M 
 

Huw made a new character with our ideas put into it. We named the character ‘Terrible Bertha Trump’. We 

gave her seaweed hair, a pink tutu and a gold fish sticking out of her head. Courtney Peake 7M 

  

Huw answered many of our questions. Some of us bought a book from him called Space Jackers. He also 

read us the blurb of the book and some of the actual book as well. Paige Pettifer-Keeler 7M 

  

Huw sketching ‘Bertha’ from the student’s 

suggestions for their Space Pirate 

Visiting Author Stirs Students’ Imaginations 



 
 

Year 10 Practice Exams 
Monday 20 to Friday 24 February 

 

Year 11 Practice Exams (English, Maths, Science) 
Tuesday 7 March 

Monday 13 to Friday 17 March 
 
Practice Exams for years 10 and 11 will take place on the above dates.  There will be no study leave.  
When students are not involved in an exam, they will attend their normal timetabled lessons. 
  
Final exam timetables, together with explanatory notes for parents and students, will be distributed to 
students by form tutors on Monday, 30th January. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Alison Sumner 
Examinations & Assessment Data Officer 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

On Wednesday February 1st, Year 10 will be attending four Personal, Social and Health Education workshops, 
delivered by teams of health, youth and education professionals. 
 
The aim of the day is to enable our students to be able to make confident, safe and informed choices, to 
recognise risks and be able to act accordingly to avoid or minimise risk. 
 
The four workshops are:- 
 

 Risk-taking behaviours and what makes good healthy relationships, including issues around 
consent led by The Training Effect 

 

 Sexual Health Awareness and Sexually Transmitted Infections 
 

 Contraception Information and Awareness 

 
 Healthy Lifestyles 

 
All the workshops are sensitively planned and age-appropriate. 

 
The workshops will take place during lessons 1-4, so students will have a change of timetable for those lessons. 
They will need to have the correct equipment for period 5 as usual and will also attend registration as normal.  
Full school uniform will be worn, break and lunchtime arrangements remain the same. 
 
Mrs A Driscoll – Assistant Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal, Social, Health Education Workshops 



 

 
 
 

Calling all Year 7 girls and 
their mums 

 
InspireHer! 

 
In partnership with Google and University of Oxford's Department of Computer Science is hosting an 
exciting event with plenty of hands on activities and coding challenges for mothers and their daughters. The 
event will be held on Monday 13th February 2017 from 9:45am to 4:30pm.  
 
InspireHer! aims to increase girls interest and curiosity in Computer Science by introducing coding in a fun and 
interactive way. We acknowledge that not enough girls are getting into STEM, therefore we set out to change 
that by:  
 
· Making parents aware of the need to motivate their daughters to pursue a career in technology.  
· Provide the resources and advice to parents on how to nourish their daughter's curiosity and  
   interest in Computer Science.  
· Encourage parent and daughter collaboration in coding projects to provide a relatable role model.  
 
This event is open to mother and daughter teams from the Oxfordshire area. Daughters need to be in Year 7 
(age 11-12). No experience is necessary from mother or daughter, but students should have an interest in 
maths or science.  
 
Additional information about the event, together with details about how to get to the venue at the Computer 

Science Department, University of Oxford are provided on our webpage 

www.cs.ox.ac.uk/conferences/InspireHer/ . 

 
 
 
 
 

 

There are “Talking Points‟ drop-

ins at County Hall, Oxford, on 

the second Wednesday of each 

month during school term time 

from 10:00am – 11:30am. For 

anyone who would find it helpful 

to be given impartial 

information and advice on 

matters relating to SEND 

Want to try your 
hand at sailing? 
 
 
 

 

To all Parents and Carers of Students with SEND 

http://www.cs.ox.ac.uk/conferences/InspireHer/


 

 
Latest News from the Oxford Sailing Centre, Farmoor Reservoir  
 
There are sailing courses coming up in the Easter 
holidays. 
 
Due to demand we have decided to extend our junior course 
offerings to include the Easter School holiday this year. Starting on 
Monday 17th April and running to Friday 21st April our Centre will be 
open and ready to get any young sailors out on the water ready for 
summer!  
 
We are offering an RYA Dinghy Stage 2, Stage 3 and Stage 4 
course as well as the ever popular Multi-Activity course that is 
aimed a beginner dinghy and windsurfers, with the potential for 
additional courses depending on demand.  
https://www.oxfordsailtraining.org.uk/sailing/junior-school-holiday-s/ 
 
Courses will begin at 9.30 am, with the club opening at 9.00 am for 
signing in, however sessions will finish on the water at 4.00 pm, with a new pick up time of 4.30 pm. 
Hot food and drink will be available in the week through our new café run by "Hackett's" in July and 
August.  
 
For more details and to book onto our courses, check out: www.oxfordsailtraining.org.uk 

 

  

https://www.oxfordsailtraining.org.uk/sailing/junior-school-holiday-s/
http://www.oxfordsailtraining.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February  Spring Half Term Break (Mon 13 Feb – Fri 17 Feb) 
Year 10 Practice Exams (Mon 20 – Fri 24 Feb) 
 

March  Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening (Wed 1 Mar) 
Report 2, Years 11, 12 & 13 Home (Fri 3 Mar)  
Year 11 Core (English, Maths and Science) Practice Exams (Mon 13 – Fri 
17 Mar) 
Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening  (Wed 22 Mar) 
 

TERM DATES – 2016 -2017 
Spring Term 
Tuesday 3rd January – Friday 7th April 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 2017 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Friday 30th June 2017 

TERM DATES – 2017 -2018 

Autumn Term 
Wednesday 6th September – Thursday 21st December 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017 
 
Spring Term 
Monday 8th January  – Thursday 29th March 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February 2018 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 16th April – Wednesday 25th July 2018 
Half Term Break – Monday 28th May – June 1st 2018 
 
ILP DAY:  Wednesday 6th September 2017 
 
INSET DAYS: Monday 4th September 2017, Tuesday 5th September 2017, Friday 6th October 2017, 
Monday 27th November 2017, Friday 29th June 2018 

Key Dates for Parents for February  and March 


