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 Changes to A Levels  

 

 

 

 

The structure and content of A Level courses has changed in recent years. Previously 
students were examined at AS Level at the end of the first year in Sixth Form and at A2 
Level at the end of the second year.  The main change is to a ‘linear’ qualification which will 
be taught over two years and examined at the end of the second year. These changes have 
been phased in nationally. For students starting in September 2017 Gosford Hill School 
will continue to support them to achieve their A2 Level qualifications without sitting 
any AS examinations. The content of the courses is also changing and we will share this 
with students and parents as and when it is confirmed. 



 

 

 

 

 

To apply to Gosford Hill Sixth Form, students must complete and return the application form 
included in the welcome pack by December 9th 2016. Students are welcome to apply after this 
date but, if subject areas become over-subscribed, priority will be given to the students who met 
the application deadline. Application forms are also available on the school website and can be 
returned via email to the Sixth Form email address sixthform@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk or by 
post. You will then be sent a letter confirming the time for your Sixth Form Interview on 
Wednesday 1st February 2017. After this you will then be sent a confirmation email/letter 
regarding your place at Gosford Hill Sixth Form. We expect students planning to study in the 
Sixth Form to attend the Introduction Days on the Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th of June 
2017. 
 

Entry Requirements: 
 
 An average point score of 4, the equivalent to 8 GCSE Grade C or above and a Grade 

4, or above, in English and Mathematics is required to study three A Levels. 

 An average point score of 6.5, the equivalent to 8 high GCSE Grades B, or above, is 
required to study four A Levels. 

 English, in this case, refers to GCSE English Language not GCSE English Literature. 

 Business, History, PE, Music, Geography and Health and Social Care will also consider 
students who have not studied the subject at Level 2 (GCSE). 

 To calculate your average point score, choose your top 8 performing results, add up the point 
values and divide by 8. This will determine the number of A Level courses that would be best 
suited for you. The vast majority of students study THREE Level 3 courses in Sixth 
Form.  

 The final decision regarding the number of courses you are allowed to follow will be 
determined by the Sixth Form leadership team. 

 
Each KS4 qualification is worth a certain number of points as outlined in the table below: 

Point score/ 
New GCSE 
Grade  

GCSE 
Grade 

L1/2 First Award  

9   

8.5  A* Distinction* 

7.75  Distinction 

7 A  

6.25  Merit 

5.5 B  

4 C Pass 

3 D  

2 E  

1.5 F  

1 G  

Entry Requirements and the  
Application Process 

mailto:sixthform@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk


 

 

 
 

Subject Minimum entry requirement 
Art & Design GCSE Grade C in Art 

Biology GCSE Grade B in Biology or BB in Core & Additional 
Science 

Business  GCSE Business Studies Grade C minimum if taken. 

Chemistry GCSE Grade B in Chemistry or BB in Core & Additional 
Science. 
While we accept students with a Grade 4 in Mathematics, 
it is advisable to have gained a 5 Grade to help meet the 
demands of the course 

Computing (Technical 
IT) GCSE Grade C in ICT or equivalent 

Drama & Theatre 
Studies 

BTEC Performing Arts (Drama) Pass or GCSE Grade C 
in Drama 

English Language & 
Literature 

GCSE Grade 4 English Language and Literature.  
While we accept students with a Grade 4, it is advisable 
to have gained a 5 Grade in both English Literature and 
Language to help meet the demands of the course 

English Literature GCSE Grade 4 in English Literature 
While we accept students with a Grade 4, it is advisable 
to have gained a 5 Grade in both English Literature and 
Language to help meet the demands of the course 

French GCSE Grade C in French 

Further Mathematics GCSE Grade 7 in Mathematics 

Geography GCSE Grade C in Geography if taken 

German GCSE Grade C in German 

Health & Social Care BTEC Health & Social Care Pass if taken 

History GCSE Grade C in History if taken. 
Grade 5 at GCSE English Literature is advisable  to meet 
the demands of this course 

Mathematics GCSE grade 6 in Mathematics 

Music BTEC Performing Arts (Music) Pass or GCSE grade C in 
Music if taken or audition/interview 

Philosophy and Ethics GCSE Grade 5 in English Literature or Language is 
advisable  to study this course 

Physical Education GCSE Grade C in Full Course PE and / or Sports Studies 
If you have not studied PE at GCSE, you would need a B 
Grade in Science to meet the demands of this course 

Physics GCSE Grade B in Physics or BB Core & Additional 
Science. 
While we accept students with a Grade 4 in Mathematics, 
it is advisable to have gained a 5 Grade to help meet the 
demands of the course 

Psychology Average point score of 5 
We would advise that a B Grade at GCSE Biology and 
Grade 5 Mathematics is needed to help meet the 
demands of this course 

Sociology GCSE Grade 5 in English Literature or Language is 
advisable  to study this course 

 

Subject Specific Requirements 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ART & DESIGN GCE A LEVEL 

CREATIVE ARTS & PE FACULTY LEADER: Mrs H Whitford 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Anyone wishing to study Art and Design at A Level must achieve a minimum of a Grade C at 
GCSE in Art. They must also possess good observational drawing skills and the willingness to 
work independently and take risks. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

The broad-based Art, Craft and Design title enables students to explore a range of two-
dimensional, three-dimensional or time-based approaches to their studies. 
Artists, craftspeople and designers, while working within their own disciplines, are often 
inspired and influenced by those working in a wide range of different creative areas. They 
draw inspiration from images, compositions, forms and ideas outside of their own discipline. 
They work frequently in multi-disciplinary and cross-disciplinary ways, breaking traditional 
boundaries to create works of art, craft and design that combine ideas, concepts and 
materials in new ways. Artists, craftspeople and designers all follow a creative process, in 
which they explore and develop approaches to communicating ideas visually. When 
generating and developing new ideas they are pro-active, persistent and self-motivated. 
Producing creative, dynamic and exciting outcomes, they can inspire and challenge the 
viewer through interaction with their work and engagement with their ideas. 

 

A LEVEL UNITS & ASSESSMENT: 

Component 1: 60% Internally set, assessed by the teacher and externally moderated. 
This component allows students opportunities to generate and develop ideas, 
research primary and contextual sources, record practical and written 
observations, experiment with media and processes, and refine ideas towards 
producing personal resolved outcome(s).  
Overview of assessment:- 

 Incorporates three major elements: supporting studies, practical work, and a 
personal study. 

 Supporting studies and practical work will comprise a portfolio of development 
work and outcomes based on themes and ideas developed from personal 
starting points. 

 The personal study will be evidenced through critical written communication 
showing contextual research and understanding in a minimum 1000 words of 
continuous prose, which may contain integrated images. The personal study 
comprises 12% of the total qualification. 

 
Component 2: 40% Externally set, assessed by the teacher and externally 

ART & 

DESIGN 



 

 

moderated. 
This component allows students opportunities to generate and develop ideas, 
research primary and contextual sources, record practical and written 
observations, experiment with media and processes, and refine ideas towards 
producing personal resolved outcome(s) in response to an externally set theme. 
 
 

Overview of assessment:- 

 Incorporates two major elements: preparatory studies and the 15 hour period 
of sustained focus. 

 Preparatory studies will comprise a portfolio of practical and written 
development work based on the Externally Set Assignment. 

 During the 15 hour period of sustained focus under examination conditions, 
students will produce final outcome(s) extending from their preparatory studies 
in response to the Externally Set Assignment. 

 The Externally Set Assignment is released on 1 February and contains a theme 
and suggested starting points. 

 Students have from 1 February until the commencement of the final 15 hour 
period of sustained focus to develop preparatory studies. 

 
 

COURSE AIMS: 

The aim of the course is to develop intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities. 
Students will develop investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and 
expressive skills, aesthetic understanding and critical judgement. They will learn 
independence of mind in developing, refining and communicating their own ideas, their own 
intentions and their own personal outcomes. Students must have an interest in, enthusiasm 
for and enjoyment of art, craft and design. They will gain experience of working with a broad 
range of media and develop an understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and 
design. Students will be introduced to real-world contexts and, where appropriate, links to the 
creative industries and different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of art, craft and 
design 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

There are many choices open to students following an A Level qualification in Art and Design. 
Many choose to go on to study Art at Foundation Level at a local college before embarking on 
an appropriate degree course. A Level Art provides many opportunities for further study 
especially when combined with other creative courses and may lead to careers in graphics, 
photography, architecture, illustration, fashion or design. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

BIOLOGY GCE A LEVEL 

SCIENCE FACULTY LEADER:  Mr M Culkeen 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 B grade at GCSE Biology or BB at GCSE Core and Additional Science 

 Good literacy and numeracy skills 

 A willingness to try new things and stretch yourself 

 Good time management to get home learning in on time 

 Independence so you always strive to do your best 
 Enthusiasm for Biology 

 

OVERVIEW: 

A Level Biology lasts two years, with three exams at the end of the second year.  
 

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

 
1. Biological molecules 
2. Cells 
3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 

 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

 
5. Energy transfers in and between organisms 
6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments 
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and  ecosystems 
8. The control of gene expression 

 
 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 
There are three exam papers: 
Paper 1 

 Assesses you on topics 1-4 and any relevant practical skills 

 Lasts 2 hours long. Is worth 91 marks and contributes 35% towards the A Level grade 
Paper 2 

 Assesses you on topics 5-8 and any relevant practical skills 

 Lasts 2 hours long. Is worth 91 marks and contributes 35% towards the A Level grade 
Paper 3 

 Assesses you on topics 1-8 and any relevant practical skills 
 Lasts 2 hours long. Is worth 78 marks and contributes 30% towards the A Level grade 

BIOLOGY 



 

 

 

 
During A Level Biology, you will learn through a variety of different methods. These will 
include practical work and analysis of data. Research both independently and as part of a 
group, using and evaluating models, giving and observing presentations, class discussions 
and exam question preparations.  
 
Practical Work 
Biology, like all sciences, is a practical subject. Throughout the course you will carry out 
practical activities including: 

 Using microscopes to see cell division 

 Dissection of animal or plant systems 

 Aseptic technique to study microbial growth 

 Investigating activity within cells 

 Investigating animal behaviours 

 Investigating distributions of species in the environment 
 

These practicals will give you the skills and confidence needed to investigate the way living 
things behave and work. It will also ensure that if you choose to study a biology-based subject 
at university, you’ll have the practical skills needed to carry out successful experiments in your 
degree. 
 
Biology Residential  
If you study A Level Biology you will be given the 
opportunity to attend the Biology residential where you 
will learn about ecological experimental techniques and 
witness the events of nature such as succession and the 
distribution of organisms within fresh water streams. This 
residential is tailored towards the AQA Biology exam 
board and strongly compliments and supports the 
concepts, data analysis and practical skills assessed in 
the exams. 
 

There is no coursework on this course. However, your 
performance during practicals will be assessed. There are three exams at the end of the two 
years for A Level, all of which are two hours long. At least 15% of the marks for A Level 
Biology are based on what you learned in your practicals.  
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 
Possible career options 
Studying A Level Biology at university gives you all sorts of exciting career options, including: 
clinical molecular geneticist, nature conservation officer, pharmacologist, research scientist, 
higher education lecturer, secondary school teacher, soil scientist, dentist, doctor. 
 
Possible degree options 
According to bestcourse4me.com, the top seven degree courses taken by students who have 
an A Level in Biology are: Biology, Psychology, Sport and Exercise Science, Medicine, 
Anatomy Physiology and Pathology, Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmacy Chemistry. 
 

 



 

 

 

BUSINESS GCE A LEVEL 

COMPUTING, BUSINESS & LANGUAGES FACULTY LEADER: Mr C Hall 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 
Though preferable, students wishing to study A Level Business do not require any prior 
knowledge of Business Studies at GCSE. However if the GCSE has been completed the pass 
would need to be at least a C grade.  
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 
Dynamic and engaging content: 

 A Level Business provides a holistic approach to the subject.  

 Students will be able to demonstrate the interrelated nature of business using business 
models, theories and techniques to support analysis of contemporary business issues 
and situations. 

 The content is designed to engage students through topics and issues that are relevant 
in today’s society. 

 Students will study key contemporary developments such as digital technology and 
business ethics, and globalisation is covered throughout the topics. 
 

The specification also encourages students to:  

 Develop the knowledge and skills needed to analyse data. 

 Think critically about issues and make informed decisions – all skills that are needed 
for further study and employment. 
 

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

 

 Unit 1: What is business?  

 Unit 2: Managers, leadership and decision making.  

 Unit 3: Decision making to improve marketing performance.  

 Unit 4: Decision making to improve operational performance.  

 Unit 5: Decision making to improve financial performance.  
 Unit 6: Decision making to improve human resource performance.  

 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

 

 Unit 7: Analysing the strategic position of a business.  

 Unit 8: Choosing strategic direction.  

 Unit 9: Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies.  

 Unit 10: Managing strategic change.  
 

BUSINESS  



 

 

LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT: 

  2S:UNITS: 

A LEVEL ASSESSMENT  
All exams are taken at the end of Year 13. 
 
Paper 1: Business 1 
What is assessed: All units content. 

 Written exam: 2 hours. 100 marks in total. 33.3% of A Level. 
Questions 
Three compulsory sections: 

 Section A has 15 multiple choice questions (MCQs) worth 15 marks. 

 Section B has short answer questions worth 35 marks. 

 Sections C and D have two essay questions (choice of one from two and one from two) 
worth 25 marks each. 

Paper 2: Business 2  
What is assessed: All units content.  

 Written exam: 2 hours. 100 marks in total. 33.3% of A Level. 
Questions 

 Three data response compulsory questions worth approximately 33 marks each and 
made up of three or four part questions. 

Paper 3: Business 3 
What is assessed: All units content. 

 Written exam: 2 hours. 100 marks in total. 33.3% of A Level 
Questions 

 One compulsory case study followed by approximately six questions. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 
In 2016, 100% of students achieved A*- C in Applied Business, which is an outstanding 
achievement. Students who have studied Business Studies at A Level have gone on to study 
Business Management and Economics degrees at Russell Group and other top UK 
universities. Careers related to Business degree courses are: Accounting, Finance, 
Management, Marketing & Advertising, Human Resources, Logistics, Retail, Customer 
Services, Teaching and Entrepreneurship.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                Business Studies trip to Jaguar Land Rover plant Solihull, Birmingham 



 

 

 

 

CHEMISTRY GCE A LEVEL 

SCIENCE FACULTY LEADER: Mr M Culkeen 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL 

 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

To study chemistry A Level, you need a B Grade in GCSE Chemistry or BB in GCSE Core 
and Additional Science. 
 
Owing to the mathematical demands of the course, we recommend a Grade 5 in GCSE 
Mathematics although it is not essential to take A Level Mathematics with A Level Chemistry. 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 
Why choose Chemistry? 
Chemistry unifies our understanding of science and plays an important role in many scientific 
careers. 
 
From astronomy to zoology, many sciences make use of chemistry.  Many cutting-edge 
developments require knowledge of how molecules react and how they behave chemically 
and physically. Learning chemistry will not only equip you with chemical knowledge but will 
also help you develop essential skills such as practical abilities, communication, presentation 
and time-management skills. 
 
How will I study A Level Chemistry? 
Your teachers will lead you through the course material, involving a variety of different teaching 
and learning styles. These will include: practicals; building models of molecules; using software 
to demonstrate chemical phenomena; presentations and researching topics using textbooks 
and the internet. 
 

 

Year 12 UNITS:  

 

 Chemical structure and bonding 

 Amounts of substance, formulae and chemical equations 

 Introductory organic chemistry 

 Modern analytical techniques 

 Chemical energetics and thermodynamics 

 Reduction and oxidation 

 Inorganic chemistry and patterns in the periodic table 
 Atomic structure 

 Chemical equilibria 
 Kinetics of chemical reactions 

 
 

CHEMISTRY 



 

 

Year 13 UNITS:   

 

 Further equilibria including reactions and acid base equilibria 

 Advanced chemical kinetics 

 Entropy 

 Transition metal chemistry 

 Electro-chemistry and Advanced Redox Chemistry 

 Further organic chemistry (Carbonyl chemistry and Organic Nitrogen chemistry) 

 Spectroscopic techniques 

 The chemistry of benzene compounds 
 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 
A Level 
 
Paper 1- Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry (1 hour 45) 90 marks, 30% of the total 
marks. 
 
Paper 2- Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry (1 hour 45) 90 marks, 30% of the total 
marks. 
 
Paper 3- General and Practical Principles in Chemistry. This paper is fully synoptic and can 
draw on any of the topics studied over the two year course. (2 hours 30) 120 marks, 40% of 
the total marks. 
 
In the new specifications, there are no separate practical assessments, however, there are 
twelve practical skills that candidates are expected to show competence in, and sixteen core 
practicals over the two years that candidates can be tested on during the written exams. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 
Chemistry remains a popular choice of A Level at Gosford Hill School. We have a long 
tradition of good results at A Level and in the last few years, students have gone on to study 
Chemical Engineering, Chemistry, Biochemistry and Biomedical Sciences among others. 
 
In 2015, 80% of the cohort achieved A*-A at the end of their A Level qualifications, whilst in 
2016, 100% of the cohort achieved A-B grades. 
 
Studying sciences gives many opportunities for further study. Science related degree courses 
are a natural choice, but chemistry can also lead to medicine, veterinary sciences, law and 
journalism. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL L3 INTRODUCTORY DIPLOMA IN IT 

COMPUTING, BUSINESS & LANGUAGES FACULTY LEADER: Mr C Hall 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 
GCSE Grade C in ICT or equivalent. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 
Cambridge Technicals are designed to give students the opportunity to demonstrate and 
develop the practical application of knowledge and understanding in the areas of work that 
appeal to them. The Cambridge Technical qualification offers learners the opportunity for a 
programme of study to:  

 prepare for further learning or training  

 develop essential knowledge, transferable skills and personal skills in a subject area that 
interests them, with the aim of enhancing their employability  

 move into different areas of employment  
 achieve a nationally recognised vocational qualification  

 

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

 

1) Fundamentals of IT 
2) Global Information 
3) Application Design 

  

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

 
1) Web design and Prototyping  
2) Social Media and Digital Marketing 
3) Game Design and Prototyping 

 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 

Unit 1 and 2: 1 hour 30 minutes written paper each unit 
All remaining units are assessed though 100% course work.  
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 

Employment, Further Education, such as a higher-level qualification at school or college or 
Higher Education, such as a degree course at university. 

COMPUTING 

(TECHNICAL IT) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES GCE A LEVEL 

CREATIVE ARTS & PE FACULTY LEADER: Mrs H Whitford  

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL  

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 
GCSE Grade C in Drama or BTEC Performing Arts (Drama - Pass or above). 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Since the emphasis in most GCSE Drama and Theatre Arts courses is on improvisation, 
devised work and/or performing, the A Level in Drama and Theatre deliberately focusses on 
working with plays. In this way the course aims to bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level 
Drama by providing an opportunity to study plays from the point of view of the director, 
designer, performer and critic. The qualification is designed to enable students to acquire a 
knowledge and understanding of the language of drama and theatre as well as to develop 
their performing and analytical skills. 
 

 

YEAR 12  UNITS: 

During Year 12 students will undertake one unit of work that makes up 40% of their final A 
Level qualification. 
The year will begin by exploring new theatre practitioners in order to broaden their 
understanding of the theatre. They will then have the opportunity to create small pieces of 
work in the style of each practitioner. This will lead on to their first piece of assessed work.   
Unit 1 will develop the student’s creative and exploratory skills to devise an original 
performance. The starting point for this devising process will be a text chosen by the drama 
staff and an influential theatre practitioner. There will be two parts to this assessment. A 
written portfolio and a performance of the devised piece. This unit will be internally assessed 
and externally moderated. 
 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

Unit 2 gives students the opportunity to interpret, develop and realise two key extracts from 
performance texts. There are two areas of focus, a monologue from one key extract from one 
performance text and a group performance from a different performance text. This unit makes 
up 20% of their final A level qualification. This unit is an externally assessed unit. 
 
Unit 3 is an externally examined written unit. It requires the detailed study of two set play 
texts, and a live theatre evaluation. 
This unit makes up 40% of the A Level qualification. 
 

 

DRAMA & 

THEATRE 

STUDIES 



 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 
In Year 12 Unit 1 will be internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated. In Year 
13 there is an externally assessed practical exam and a written exam. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 
A Level Drama is a valued subject throughout the working environment and is a useful 
qualification to have if you are thinking of a career in advertising, journalism, media, law, and 
marketing or in fact any career where you need to talk and present to others. Becoming a 
more confident and charismatic character is an asset to any employer and Drama is a highly 
respected course at many top universities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & ENGLISH LITERATURE GCE A LEVEL 

ENGLISH FACULTY LEADER: Mr J Lee 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL  

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

GCSE Grade 4 in English Language and Literature. 
While we accept students with a Grade 4, it is advisable to have gained a Grade 5 in both 
English Literature and Language to help meet the demands of the course. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 
The aims and objectives of the GCE qualification in English Language and Literature at A 
Level are to enable students to: 

 Develop and apply their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation 

 Develop and apply their understanding of the concepts and methods appropriate for 
the analysis and study of language 

 Use linguistic and literary approaches in their reading and interpretation of texts, 
showing how the two disciplines can relate to each other 

 Engage creatively and critically with a wide range of texts 

 Explore the ways in which texts relate to each other and the contexts in which they are 
produced and received 

 Develop their skills as producers and interpreters of language 
 Undertake independent and sustained studies to develop their skills as producers and 

interpreters of language 
 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

This qualification requires the study of three texts  including:  An Anthology and two prose 
fiction texts. 
 
Component 1: Voices in Speech and Writing  
Students study: 
● A variety of non-literary and digital texts in Voices in Speech and Writing: An Anthology 
 
Component 2: Varieties in Language and Literature 
Students study: 
● One compulsory prose fiction anchor text from a choice of two and one other literary text 
selected from a chosen theme. 
Themes: 
● Society and the Individual 
● Love and Loss 
● Encounters 
● Crossing Boundaries 
 
 

ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE & 

ENGLISH 

LITERATURE 



 

 

 
 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

This qualification requires the study of six texts  including: prose fiction and non-fiction texts.  
 
Component 1: Voices in Speech and Writing (40% of the A Level) EXTERNALLY 
ASSESSED 
Students study: 

 Voices in Speech and Writing: An Anthology 

 One drama text from a prescribed list 
Component 2: Varieties in Language and Literature (40% of the A Level) EXTERNALLY 
ASSESSED 
Students study: 

 A wide range of non-fiction texts on their chosen theme, in preparation for responding 
to an unseen text 

 Two literary texts from a chosen theme; one compulsory prose fiction text (anchor text) 
from a choice of two and one other literary text 

Themes: 
Society and the Individual, Love and Loss, Encounters, Crossing Boundaries 
  

Component 3: Investigating and Creating Texts (20% of the A2) INTERNALLY 
ASSESSED AND EXTERNALLY MODERATED 
Students study: 

 A chosen topic (free choice) 
 Two texts relating to their chosen topic; one fiction and one non-fiction text 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 
Component 1 

 Written examination, lasting 2 hours 30 minutes 

 Total of 45 marks available – 24 marks for Section A and 21 marks for Section B 
Component 2 

 Written examination, lasting 2 hours 30 minutes 

 Total of 49 marks available – 21 marks for Section A and 28 marks for Section B 
Component 3 
Students will produce two assignments: 

 Assignment 1 – two pieces of original writing: one piece of fiction writing and one piece 
of creative non-fiction writing 

 Assignment 2 – two separate analytical commentaries reflecting on the two pieces 
they have produced 

 Total of 56 marks available – 32 marks for the original writing and 24 marks for the 
commentaries 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

English is a really useful A level for many careers and university courses especially those that 
require good communication involves communication, writing and / or literary knowledge. 
These include: advertising and marketing, writing and journalism, publishing, law, 
consultancy, business, teaching, performing arts, academia, government, linguistics, foreign 
languages, media and design.  
 

  

https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/5/Advertising-Marketing-Public-Relations
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/33/Publishing-Media
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/29/Law
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/7/Consultancy
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/8/Education-Teaching
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/37/Performing-Arts
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/36/Public-Sector-Government


 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE GCE A LEVEL 

ENGLISH FACULTY LEADER: Mr J Lee 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 
GCSE grade 4 in English Literature or English Language. 
 
While we accept students with a grade 4 in one of their English GCSEs, it is advisable to have 
gained at least a grade 5 in both English Literature GCSE and English Language GCSE to 
help meet the demands of this course. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 

This specification approaches the reading and study of literature through the lens of genre and 
theory, encouraging the independent study of a range of texts within a shared context, giving 
logic and meaning to the way that texts are grouped for study. This unifying approach facilitates 
the inclusion of a range of wider reading, thus extending students’ experience and appreciation 
of literature. 
 
A rigorous engagement with challenging texts comes through discussion work and written work. 
In lessons we approach texts in a range of ways, but at the heart of our approach is discussion 
work. We encourage students to argue a case forcefully and to reap the rewards of intellectual 
debate.  
 
Offering clear progression from GCSE, this course allows students to build on the skills and 
knowledge already gained and prepare for their next steps. The variety of assessment styles 
used, such as passage-based questions, unseen material, single text questions, multiple text 
questions, open- and closed-book approaches, allows students to develop a wide range of 
skills, such as the ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate and undertake independent 
research, all of which are valuable for both further study and future employment. 
 

 

YEAR 12 AND 13 UNITS: 

 

Genre study is central to this English Literature course; we study crime writing and tragedy. 
Just as meanings of texts are not fixed, neither are definitions of genre, which frequently 
change and become blurred.  
 
The texts offered, therefore, are not necessarily classic examples of established genres, and 
this is reflected in the modifying words 'aspects of'. Indeed, the specification takes into 
account the fact that writers often subvert the genre in which they are writing, or operate 
across several genres. For example, to view Tess of the d’Urbervilles as a tragedy – a 
fascinating way of interpreting that novel – provides a framework that encourages debate, just 
as reading ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ as an example of crime writing gives us a 
somewhat unusual and interesting way into that poem.  

ENGLISH 

LITERATURE  



 

 

 
 This specification promotes as wide a choice of texts for students as possible within a clear 
and helpful framework.  
 
Students study eight texts from particular genres and periods: 
 
Literary Genres: One Shakespeare play. One other play and one other text from any genre 
(one must have been written pre 1900). 
 
Text and Genres: Unseen text. One prose text (must have been written post 2000). One poetry 
text and one other text from any other genre (one must have been written pre 1900). 
 
Theory and independence: One poetry text. One prose text. 
 

 
 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 

Paper 1: Literary Genres 
 
Aspects of tragedy 
 
Study of three texts: a play, a novel (one must be pre-1900) and a Shakespeare play. 
 
Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes. 75 marks. 40% of A Level. 
 
 
Paper 2: Texts and Genres 
 
Elements of crime writing 
 
Study of three texts: one post-2000 prose text, one poetry text and one further text (one of 
these must have been written pre-1900). The exam will include an unseen passage. 
 
Written exam: 3 hours. 75 marks. 40% of A Level. 
 
Non-exam assessment: Theory and Independence 
 
Study of two texts: one poetry and one prose text, informed by study of the Critical Anthology. 
Two essays of 1250 -1500 words, each responding to a different text and linking to a different 
aspect of the Critical Anthology. 
 
Coursework. 50 marks. 20% of A Level.  
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 
A rigorous subject, demanding the ability to create a well-structured argument using evidence 
and responding to nuance, English Literature A Level is respected and versatile. It suits 
careers and courses in Journalism, Teaching, Advertising, Publishing, Arts, Law, Business, 
Social Work and Politics. 
 



 

 

 

FRENCH GCE A LEVEL 

COMPUTING, BUSINESS & LANGUAGES FACULTY LEADER: Mr C Hall 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

GCSE Grade C in French 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

The course will help you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to 

communicate at a higher level in French. You will also learn much more about a wide range of 

aspects of French society. Students will follow the A Level French course (a 2 year course 

and all exams will take place at the end of Year 13.  

 

 

 A LEVEL FRENCH: 

 
In the A Level course you will study social issues and trends, political and artistic culture and 
grammar. You will also have the opportunity to study a book and film in French. All exams will 
take place in May / June 2019. 
 

Paper 1 (Listening, Reading & Writing) 40% of A Level course  
Paper 2 (Writing) 30% of A Level course 
Paper 3 (Speaking) 30% of A Level course  

 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

You will be actively involved in your A Level lessons with: watching news, listening to news 
reports and completing on-line exercises, using games to consolidate grammar, interviews, 
reading articles from magazines and newspapers, presenting and defending arguments. You 
will learn all the appropriate structures and expressions to enable you to manipulate the 
language in order to produce structured essays and complete accurate translations. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

Studying French post-16 improves access to a variety of exciting career opportunities. In 
addition to the traditional language-based careers of travel, tourism, journalism, teaching, 
interpreting, and translating. Using French is an essential secondary skill for jobs in areas 
such as retail, business consultancy, science, engineering, marketing, law, accountancy, 
banking, transport, public relations and secretarial work. A language is also increasingly 
required as part of many university degree courses. As well as improving employability, 
studying French also allows you to understand certain aspects of the people, country and 
culture in fascinating depth. 
 

 

FRENCH 



 

 

 

 

 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS GCE A LEVEL 

MATHEMATICS FACULTY LEADER: Mrs P Davys 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

To study Further Mathematics you require a Grade 7,8 or 9 in GCSE Mathematics. 
This course is suitable for highly-motivated and capable mathematicians who enjoy a 
challenge. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Further Mathematics is taken in addition to the Mathematics A Level course and leads to a 
separate A Level qualification. You will study pure mathematics topics (based on algebra) in 
depth and a range of additional topics such as complex numbers and matrices. You will also 
tackle many real-world problems in statistics and mechanics. 

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

Year 12 Modules    

 A Level Mathematics: Core 1, Core 2, Core 3, Core 4, Statistics 1, Mechanics 1  

 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

Year 13 Modules 

 A Level Further Mathematics: Further Pure 1, Further Pure 2, Further Pure 3, 

Statistics 2 and Mechanics 2 and Decision 1 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

The course is assessed wholly by external examination, one paper for each of the six 
modules for each A Level. You will work in close partnership with experienced and 
enthusiastic subject specialists. Students enjoy working both collaboratively and individually 
to understand and solve mathematical problems. Students receive twice as many lessons as 
for the single Mathematics A Level and the pace is commensurate with this. 
The Single Maths A Level will be taken at the end of Year 12 in which you will need to 
achieve a Grade B or above to continue with the Further Mathematics course.  

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

Sophisticated mathematical understanding is vital in a wide range of careers including 
science, engineering, business, finance, accountancy, banking, insurance, investment, 
market research, financial management and actuarial work. Statisticians are enormously 
prized in fields as diverse as medicine, weather-forecasting and advertising.  Further 
Mathematics is highly valued by employers and Universities.  
 
Sucessful students at A Level have gone on to study Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics and 
Mechanical Engineering at university. 

FURTHER 

MATHEMATICS 



 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY GCE A LEVEL 

HUMANITIES FACULTY LEADER:  Miss H Curtis  

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

It is not a prerequisite that you have studied Geography at GCSE, but if the GCSE was 
completed the pass would need to be at least a C Grade.  

 

OVERVIEW: 

Geography A Level develops students understanding of physical processes, human 
development and the complex interaction of the two, allowing them to come to a holistic 
appreciation of geographical issues today. Candidates are required to demonstrate their 
ability to: show knowledge, critical understanding of the content, apply knowledge and critical 
understanding to unfamiliar contexts;  select and use a variety of skills and techniques 
including communication skills appropriate to geographical studies. 

 

A-LEVEL UNITS: 

 
Physical Systems 

• Landscape Systems 
• Earth’s Life Support Systems 
• Geographical Skills 

 
Human Interactions 

• Changing Spaces; Making Places 
• Global Connections 
• Geographical Skills 

 
Geographical Debates 

• Disease Dilemmas 
• Hazardous Earth 
• Geographical Skills 

 
Investigative Geography 

• Independent Investigation 
 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 Written Paper 1 - Physical Systems - 1 hour 30 minutes - 66 marks - 22% of A Level 

 Written Paper 2 - Human Interactions - 1 hour 30 minutes - 66 marks - 22% of A 
Level 

 Written Paper 3 - Geographical Debates - 2 hours and 30 minutes -108 marks – 36% 
of A Level 

 Independent Investigation -  Non-examined - 60 marks – 20% of A Level 
 

GEOGRAPHY 



 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 
Students who study Geography at A Level can go on to study anything at university. Degrees 
related to geography include town planning, geology, environmental sciences, environmental 
engineering, international relations or meteorology. Every year at least one of the A Level 
students on the course has gone on to follow Geography at university.  
 
Subsequent careers can include working for the Environment Agency, for charities and 
development agencies, for environmental engineering companies, meteorology, teaching, 
local council planning and the Civil Service. 
 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

GERMAN GCE A LEVEL 

COMPUTING, BUSINESS & LANGUAGES FACULTY LEADER: Mr C Hall 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

GCSE Grade C in German. 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

The course will help you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to 
communicate at a higher level in German. In addition to learning about a wide range of 
aspects of German society students will also study a film in Year 12 and a book in Year 13 
which they will write about in the final exam. Students will follow the 2 year A Level German 
course and all exams will take place at the end of Year 13. 
 

 

A LEVEL GERMAN: 

In the A Level course you will study social issues and trends, political and artistic culture and 
grammar. You will also have the opportunity to study film and literature in German. All exams 
will take place in May / June 2019. 
 
Paper 1 (Listening, Reading & Writing) 40% of A Level course  
Paper 2 (Writing) 30% of A Level course 
Paper 3 (Speaking) 30% of A Level course 

 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

You will be actively involved in your A Level lessons with: watching news, listening to news 
reports and completing on-line exercises, using games to consolidate grammar, interviews, 
reading articles from magazines and newspapers, presenting and defending arguments. You 
will learn all the appropriate structures and expressions to enable you to manipulate the 
language in order to produce structured essays and complete accurate translations.  
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

Studying German post-16 improves access to a variety of exciting career opportunities. In 
addition to the traditional language-based careers of travel, tourism, journalism, teaching, 
interpreting, and translating. Using German is an essential secondary skill for jobs in areas 
such as retail, business consultancy, science and engineering, marketing, law, accountancy, 
banking, transport, public relations and secretarial work. A language is also increasingly 
required as part of many university degree courses. As well as improving employability, 
studying German also allows you to understand certain aspects of the people, country and 
culture in fascinating depth. 
 

 

 

GERMAN 



 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE BTEC L3 NATIONAL DIPLOMA 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY FACULTY LEADER: Miss L Butcher 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson Edexcel  

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Though preferable, students wishing to study Health & Social Care, do not require any prior 
knowledge of Health & Social Care at GCSE.  
 

OVERVIEW: 

This new Level 3 BTEC National will give you a broad introduction to the knowledge and skills 
required in the field of Health and Social Care. It builds on the Level 2 BTEC First Award and 
allows students to further develop and extend their vocational studies. It includes 6 mandatory 
and 2 optional units. Working in Health or Social Care involves working with people of all ages 
and backgrounds to improve and support their wellbeing. The two year course is equivalent to 
two A Levels and will prepare you for higher education or employment. 
 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

 Human Lifespan Development 

 Working in Health and Social Care 

 Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs 

 Physiological Disorders and their Care 
 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

 Work Experience in Health and Social Care 

 Promoting Public Health  

 Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care 

 Enquiries into Current Research in Health & Social Care 
 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

The course offers a range of assessment methods which will allow you to demonstrate your 
knowledge of the sector in variety of practical scenarios.  There are 2 written exams, 1 
controlled assessment task and 5 assignments externally verified by Pearson. In Year 13 you 
will also complete a 100 hour work placement directly related to a Health and Social Care 
setting and a personal development portfolio which is based on self-reflection and self-
evaluation. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

This Health and Social course will enable you to pursue university courses such as Early 
Childhood Studies, Nursing, Primary Teaching, Health and Social Care and Social Work. It 
will also provide you with skills for careers in healthcare, working with the disabled, children 
and the elderly. 
  

HEALTH & 
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HISTORY GCE A LEVEL 

HUMANITIES FACULTY LEADER:  Miss H Curtis 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA   

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 
It is not a prerequisite that you have studied History at GCSE, but if the GCSE was completed 
the pass would need to be at least a C Grade. It is advisable that you  will  have achieved at 
least a Grade 5 in English Literature at GCSE to study A Level History, this is because the 
subject is based on writing detailed essays with a high standard of written English, as well as 
demonstrating the ability to interpret texts and various historical opinions. 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 
Outlined below is the course that the history team wish to study.  
 
Have you ever wondered:  

 How and why Henry VIII managed to get through six wives? 

 Why Elizabeth I never married? 

 How an unknown Welshman become King of England in 1485? 

 Why America has a national holiday on Martin Luther King’s birthday? 

 Why America became embroiled in the Vietnam War – a war they couldn’t possibly 

win?  

Through History A Level at Gosford Hill you will examine Britain’s past by studying the Tudors 
and the impact that they had on our society today. The study of America will give you the 
opportunity to assess its power and influence on the global stage in the twentieth century and 
how it managed its problems at home. The non-examined assessment will allow you to 
investigate a topic in detail. You can choose your topic from welfare reform in Britain through 
the 19th century, the impact of the 1834 Poor Law, the growth of democracy in Britain in the 
19th and 20th centuries or women’s struggle for equality in the 20th century. 
 You will work independently to research the key issues, read the historiography and 
complete an essay in response to your question. This is the closest you will get to studying 
History at degree level.   
 
 

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

In Year 12, you will study elements from these topics 
 
Breadth Study  
The Tudors, England 1485-1547: Henry VII and Henry VIII 
Depth Study 
Unit 2Q The American Dream: Reality and Illusion, 1945-1963 

HISTORY 



 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

 
In Year 13, you will study the rest of the course from these topics, and also complete an 
independent essay enquiry, enabling you to develop research skills useful for university. 
 
Breadth Study 
The Tudors, England 1485-1603 : Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I 
Depth Study 
Unit 2Q The American Dream: Reality and Illusion, 1945-1980 
Historical Enquiry 
Coursework chosen from a range of questions and written up as a long essay 
 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 
As it stands at the moment, the assessment for two units will be in the form of two written 
exams each of 2 ½ hours duration taken at the end of Year 13. Each exam is worth 40% of 
the final grade. 
The assessment for the Historical Enquiry is a 3000-3500 word essay submitted at some 
point in Year 13 and marked by teachers. This is worth 20% of the final grade. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 
 
Studying History at A Level will develop your skills for your future studies and career choices 
even if you do not decide to pursue History at university.  It will help you to: 

 Argue your position coherently and with evidence to support your views 

 Write logically and with precision to communicate your ideas 

 Read information with a critical eye 

 Work independently 

Future degree options might include History, History of Art, Politics, Social Policy, 
International Relations, Journalism and Media Studies, Sociology, English, Anthropology, 
Law, Business, Drama and Archaeology. 
Popular careers choices for History graduates include journalism, careers in law, teaching, 
working in local government, accountancy, business, librarian or archivist. Many students 
choose to combine History A Level with Maths or Physics and so pursue a career in science. 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS GCE A LEVEL 

MATHEMATICS FACULTY LEADER:  Mrs P Davys 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics is required to sit the course. Although it must be 
stressed that the course builds on GCSE grades 7,8 and 9. Students are given resources to 
help with study over the summer before commencing the Mathematics A Level.  There is a 
test in early September on key concepts from GCSE which students need to pass for 
continued success with A Level. 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Your powers of analysis and ability to solve problems will be significantly developed, skills 
which will prove invaluable in any future career.  Mathematics will complement many other 
advanced level courses. 
 

 

A LEVEL CONTENT: 

The content includes Mechanics, Statistics, and Pure Mathematics. Pure Mathematics covers 
topics such as algebra, sequences, functions, surds, trigonometry and calculus. Statistics 
covers topics such as probability, sampling, distributions and hypothesis testing. Mechanics 
covers topics such as vectors, kinematics, moments and forces 
 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

The course builds upon Grade 7,8 and 9 GCSE higher-tier topics.   
 
The course is assessed wholly by external examination with no coursework element. You will 
be examined with three integrated papers of two hours each at the end of Year 13. 
 
You will work in close partnership with experienced and enthusiastic subject specialists. 
Within the classroom you may expect to work in pairs or groups and students will also be 
required to work independently. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

Mathematical understanding is fundamental to a wide range of subjects including science, 
engineering, accounting, economics, finance, education  and social sciences. Mathematics A 
Level is a valuable qualification which is highly regarded by employers in many industries as 
well as universities. Sucessful students at A Level have gone on to study mathematics, 
chemistry, physics and mechanical engineering at university. 

 

MATHEMATICS 



 

 

 

MUSIC - Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music 

CREATIVE ARTS & PE FACULTY LEADER: Mrs H Whitford 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL 

 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 
A Pass Grade in the BTEC Level 2 Award in Music or a C Grade in GCSE Music is an 
advantage but not mandatory. Students who have a high level of expertise in performing and 
a keen interest in composition and song writing will be considered on interview and an 
audition. 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 
This is a new two year modular course which is 100% coursework and is the equivalent of 
one A Level.  BTEC focuses on the music industry and the many exciting aspects of the 
music profession. Students will complete four units of work that include ensemble music 
performance, professional practice in the music industry, practical music theory and harmony 
along with a further optional unit.  Students who take this course will benefit from the new 
partnerships the music department is making with professional bodies including the SAE 
Institute in Oxford, Oxfordshire Music Service, local studios and music professionals from 
different career paths. The focus is on performance and composition and students will attend 
a series of visits and talks throughout the year to support their studies and give them insight 
into the job roles in the music industry.  
       

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

 
Unit 2: Practical Music Theory and Harmony 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding of music theory and notation which can 
be applied to practical scenarios through exploring how elements of rhythm, pitch, tempo and 
expression, can be communicated in different forms of notation. The use of different scales, 
chords and progressions when making music and composing melodies are going to be a 
great help with other units on this course and enable a deeper level of understanding in the 
role of songwriter, producer, composer or arranger.  This unit will help students learn about 
some of the fundamental skills essential for progression to higher education and the music 
industry. 
 
 
Unit 9: Composing Music 
In this unit students explore composing music.  They will learn about the fundamental building 
blocks of structure, exploring musical materials, developing ideas into final compositions 
using acoustic or electronic instruments and composing in different styles and genres.  This 
unit gives students a good foundation in composition techniques, giving skills needed to be 
able to study in higher education or to seek employment as a freelance composer in a 
competitive industry. 

MUSIC 



 

 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

Unit 1: Ensemble Music Performance 
Learners work as part of a musical ensemble and develop their skills and techniques in 
rehearsal and performance.  In this unit, you will become part of a musical group and will 
develop your ensemble skills by taking part in rehearsals. As an ensemble, you will be given a 
list of songs from which you must choose three. You will then learn, rehearse and perform 
these songs to an audience.  Each learner will submit a clearly labelled digital folder 
completed at four milestone stages during the process, responding to prompts provided by 
Pearson. This will include a video recording of the group performance, between 6 and 15 
minutes in duration. The assessment availability is May/June only. The first assessment will 
take place in May/June 2018.   
 
Unit 3 Professional Practice in the Music Industry  
A written paper completed under supervised assessment conditions where students will create 
a detailed plan for organising a live event.  They will need to have a clear understanding of a 
range of jobs in the music industry and how the jobs are inter-linked.  An excellent knowledge 
of the equipment needed to put on a live music concert, how to create a working budget and 
be able to organise a schedule for the timing of each stage of the event.  This unit has links to 
Unit 1 and prepares students for the workplace; the brief includes writing a personal statement 
for a music job role, requiring good understanding of the jobs in the music industry.  This paper 
is 3 hours in length. 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

Students will complete 4 units of work. Two units are externally marked by the exam board and 
the other units are internally assessed by the Head of Music and verified by the Head of Faculty 
and the exam board. The units are Music Performance, Music Composition and Professional 
Practice in the Music Industry along with an optional unit from a choice of Solo Performance, 
Arranging and Music Promotion. 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

Universities recognise BTEC Music qualifications and there are many Music degree courses 
available across the country. There are also joint degree courses which are popular and Music 
goes well with many subjects including Maths, Engineering, Languages, English, Business 
Studies, Art, ICT, Psychology and many more.   
Music leads to a variety of career pathways including music teaching, music therapy, sound 
engineering, music promotor, arts administrator, freelance musician, music producer, DJ, 
composer, software developer, royalties administrator, music agent, talent scout, artist 
manager and many more. 

 
  

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS (RELIGIOUS STUDIES) GCE A LEVEL 

HUMANITIES FACULTY LEADER: Miss Hayley Curtis 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  OCR (H573) 

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

This course involves an ability to think and reason, to take part in discussion and to be able to 
write essays. It is advisable that you have achieved GCSE Grade 5 in English Literature or 
Language is to study this course.. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

This subject involves asking questions about what is reality? Is there meaning and purpose to 
life? Is it rational to believe in a God? What is the right way to live? What happens when we 
die? It covers philosophical and ethical issues and helps you to think critically about the world 
around you. It challenges what you think and why you think it.   

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

In Year 12 students study two components which are externally assessed. They are:  

 Philosophy of Religion  

 Religion and Ethics 
 

In Philosophy of Religion students will learn about the ancient Greek philosophers; arguments 
for and against the existence of God; whether we have a soul; the relationship between mind 
and body; the problem of evil and religious language.  
In religion and ethics students will study ethical theories such as Natural Law and 
Utilitarianism and learn how to apply them to ethical issues. Students will also learn about 
ethical language, the conscience and sexual ethics.   

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

As well completing the two units for Year 12, students will also study a unit called 
Developments in Religious Thought from a Christian perspective. This unit explores 
Christian beliefs, values and teachings; sources of wisdom and authority; differences in 
Christian practice; theology and the relationship between religion and society.  

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

The course is examined by three written papers all taken in Year 13. Candidates have a 
choice of questions but need to answer three out of four. Each two hour paper is worth a third 
of the final exam. There is no coursework in this subject. 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

Philosophy & Ethics at A Level helps you to critically analyse, reason and think. It enables you 
to gain confidence in expressing your ideas verbally and in writing. This course works well with 
those interested in working with people and especially being involved in management.  It works 
well with other humanities subjects such as History, Law and Sociology.  It also relates to 
Education, English, Creative Writing, Film or Media Studies, Journalism, Anthropology and 
Business and Marketing. Careers related to these degree courses then follow. 

PHILOSOPHY & 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCE A LEVEL 

CREATIVE ARTS & PE FACULTY LEADER: Mrs H Whitford 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA   

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

GCSE PE: Grade C or above 
If pupils did not take GCSE PE they must have a Grade B in Science 
Pupils must be part of a club outside of school in at least one sport.  
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

 
The A Level involves studying the following theoretical areas: 
 

 Applied anatomy and physiology 

 Skill acquisition  

 Sport and society  

 Exercise physiology  

 Biomechanical movement 

 Sport psychology  

 Sport and society and the role of technology in physical activity and sport 
 
This accounts for 70% of your final mark. 
 
The final 30% of your mark is non exam assessment and includes your practical performance 
in a physical activity as well as a verbal or written analysis of performance. 
 

 
 

FORMAL ASSESSMENT 

 

Paper 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport 
2 hour exam 
35% of final grade 
Section A – Applied anatomy and physiology  
Section B – Skill aquisition 
Section C – Sport and society 
 
Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport 
2 hour exam 
35% of final grade 
Section A – Exercise physiology and biomechanics 
Section B – Sport Psychology 
Section C -  Sport and society and technology in sport 
 
Exams include multiple choice answers, short answer questions and extended writing tasks. 

PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 



 

 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

 
The course will involve a wide range of teaching and learning styles. This may involve 
communicating your ideas to the group through presentations. You will need to keep a file of 
comprehensive notes and use course textbooks as well as accessing the internet for research.  
Understanding will be assessed through classwork and homework. Pupils will also complete 
end of topic tests using past exam questions throughout the course. Final assessment is 
detailed above. 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

 

You could take this course to complement other advanced level courses such as science which 
could lead onto higher education in areas of sport studies, recreation, exercise and science or 
more general higher education courses.  With further study and training you could go into a job 
related to Physical Education such as a physiotherapist, teacher or exercise and fitness trainer.  
You could also go straight into a job as the A Level is a recognised qualifications that will help 
you develop the skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of 
industries are looking for, especially in the sporting and health sectors. 
 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

PHYSICS GCE A LEVEL 

SCIENCE FACULTY LEADER: Mr M Culkeen 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 B Grade at GCSE Physics or BB at GCSE Core and Additional Science. 

 Owing to the mathematical demands of the course, we recommend a Grade 5 in GCSE 
Mathematics although it is not essential to take A Level Mathematics with Physics. 

 Good literacy and numeracy skills. 

 Hard work and a willingness to try new things and stretch yourself. 

 Good time management and independence skills. 
 Enthusiasm for Physics. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Why Study Physics 
It all began with Physics. Physics encompasses the study of the universe from the largest 
galaxies to the smallest subatomic particles. Moreover, it's the basis of many other sciences, 
including chemistry, oceanography, seismology, and astronomy (and can be applied to 
biology or medical science).  The skills that an A Level Physicists learns and develops can be 
transferred to many other applications and professions.  Physics is crucial to understanding 
the world around us, the world inside us, and the world beyond us. It is the most basic and 
fundamental science. Physics challenges our imaginations with concepts like relativity and 
string theory, and it leads to great discoveries, like computers and lasers, that lead to 
technologies which change our lives—from healing joints, to curing cancer, to developing 
sustainable energy solutions.  You too could be part of that world. 
A Level Physics lasts two years, with exams at the end of the second year.  

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

1. Measurements and their errors, including use of SI units and their prefixes, limitations 
of physical measurement, estimation of physical quantities 

2. Particles and radiation, including constituents of the atom, particle interactions, 
collisions of electrons with atoms 

3. Waves, including progressive waves, interference and diffraction 
4. Mechanics and energy, including projectile motion and Newton’s laws of motion 
5. Electricity, including current/voltage characteristics, circuits, electromotive force and 

internal resistance 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

6. Further mechanics and thermal physics, including periodic motion, thermal energy 
transfer and molecular kinetic theory model 

7. Fields, including Newton’s law of gravitation, orbits of planets and satellites and 
magnetic flux density 

8. Nuclear physics, including evidence for the nucleus, radioactive decay and nuclear 
instability 

PHYSICS 



 

 

 
Plus one option from:  

 Astrophysics, including classification of stars by luminosity, Doppler Effect and 
detection of exo-planets.  

 Medical physics, including physics of vision, ECG machines and X-ray imaging 

 Engineering physics, including rotational dynamics, thermodynamics and engines  

 Turning points in physics, including discovery of the electron and Einstein’s theory of 
special relativity  

 Electronics, including discrete semiconductor devices and data communication 
systems  

 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

A Level Assessment 
 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

Content 
• Topics 1 – 5 
• Periodic motion 

Content 
• Topics 6 – 8 

Content 
• Practical skills 
• Data analysis 
• Optional topic 

Assessment 
• Written exam: 2 hours  
• 85 marks 
• 34% of A Level 

Assessment 
• Written exam: 2 hours  
• 85 marks 
• 34% of A Level 

Assessment 
• Written exam: 2 hours  
• 80 marks 
• 32% of A Level 

Questions 
• 60 marks: a mixture of 
short and long answer 
questions 
• 25 marks: multiple choice 
questions 

Questions 
• 60 marks: a mixture of 
short and long answer 
questions 
• 25 marks: multiple choice 
questions 

Questions 
• 45 marks: questions on 
practical experiments and 
data analysis 
• 35 marks: questions on 
optional topic 

 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

Possible degree options: 

 

According to bestcourse4me.com, the top seven degree courses taken by students who 
have an A Level in Physics are: Mathematics, Physics, Mechanical Engineering, Computer 
Science, Civil Engineering, Economics and Business. 
 
Possible career options: 
Studying A Level Physics offers an infinite number of amazing career opportunities including: 
 
geophysicist/field seismologist, healthcare scientist, medical physics, higher education, 
lecturer, radiation protection practitioner, research scientist (physical sciences), scientific 
laboratory technician, secondary school teacher, meteorologist, operational researcher, 
patent attorney, product/process development scientist, systems developer, technical author. 
 
You can also move into engineering, astrophysics, chemical physics, nanotechnology, 
renewable energy and more, the opportunities are endless. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

PSYCHOLOGY GCE A LEVEL 

HUMANITIES FACULTY LEADER: Miss H Curtis 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA   

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Any student wishing to study Psychology at A Level must have a GCSE average point score 
of 5, as the subject involves multidisciplinary challenges. It comprises scientific approaches 
with essay writing. We also advise at least a B Grade in Biology and Mathematics Grade 5 is 
needed to help meet the demands of this course. 
 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Psychology is the science of mind and behaviour. It asks questions about how the mind works 
and what it is that affects human behaviour. It not only provides an essential insight into the 
human condition, but also prepares you for a variety of situations in Higher Education or the 
world of work. 
 

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

The first year of this A Level course includes the following units:  

 Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, Approaches in Psychology, Psychopathology 
and Research Methods (which includes statistical methods) 

Students will complete some elements of the course in Year 12. 
There is no coursework in this subject as this is examined in the research methods paper 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

The second year of this A level course includes the following units: Approaches in 
Psychology, Biopsychology, research methods, Issues and Debates and three other topics 
including, Relationships, Gender, Aggression, Forensics, Schizophrenia and Addiction 

  
 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

The course is examined by three written papers. All exams are two hours long and have a 
number of short and long answer questions. Each paper is worth a third of the final exam. 
There is no coursework in this subject 
 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

In 2016, 52% of the students achieved A*- C in Psychology, which is a fantastic achievement. 
Students who have studied Psychology at A Level have gone on study the subject at university.    
Others have applied to university to read courses linked with Education, Early Childhood 
Studies, Biological Sciences, Health related courses, English, Creative Writing, Film or Media 
Studies, Journalism, Anthropology, Business and Marketing. Careers related to these degree 
courses then follow. 
 

PSYCHOLOGY 



 

 

 
 

SOCIOLOGY GCE A LEVEL 

HUMANITIES FACULTY LEADER: Miss H Curtis 

 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA   

 

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

It is advisable that you have achieved GCSE Grade 5 in English Literature or Language is to 
study this course. 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Students will learn the fundamentals of the subject and develop skills valued by higher 
education and employers, including critical analysis, independent thinking and research. 
Sociology is the study of society and how it works. The course follows different aspects of 
society, such as the family, or education and students develop and understanding of the 
significance of conflict and consensus, social structure and social action, and the role of values. 
The central focus of Sociology is on UK society today, with consideration given to comparing, 
where relevant, of UK society within its globalised context. In addition to the study of society, 
students also compare and critically analyse sociological theories and perspectives. The final 
component is the study, comparison and critical analysis of sociological research methods. 

 

YEAR 12 UNITS: 

Education in the UK and Research Methods – what role does education play in society, and 
how do researchers study this? 
The Family in Society – what role does the family play in society and what are the different 
views about it? 

 

YEAR 13 UNITS: 

Media and its Influence and Significance in Society – what role does the media play in 
influencing society and the way we behave. 
Crime and Deviance in Society – what makes individuals not conform to normal social 
behaviours? 

 

LEARNING & ASSESSMENT: 

Examination will be at the end of the two year course of study and will involve three written 
examinations, each 2 hours long; one paper on Education and Methods, one paper on the 
Family and Media, and one paper on Crime and Deviance with theory and methods. 

 

COURSES & CAREERS: 

In 2016, 64% of students achieved Grades A*- C at A Level, continuing a tradition of high 
Grades. 
The skills gained from studying Sociology allow students to pursue many careers without going 
on to university, such as policing or child care. Or it can lead to a place at university studying 
Sociology. Other related degrees may be Anthropology, History, Social Policy, Politics, 
Journalism, Media Studies, Law, Health related courses, Social Work related courses, 
Education, and English. Careers that may follow can include jobs in education, social work, 
local government and administration, journalism, law and health care. 
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