
  
 
 

 

 

Join us on 

Saturday 26th November from 2pm to 4pm 

for our 

Christmas Fair 

The Friends of Gosford Hill School have been working hard in the planning of our first Christmas Fair, which 
we are hoping will be our biggest fundraising event of the year. The funds raised by The Friends goes to 
provide the extras for students that we wouldn’t normally be able to afford through our delegated budget. It is 
anticipated that the money raised this academic year will be used to develop our outdoor areas with benches, 
table tennis tables and maybe covered areas, if we raise enough. 
 
Students, through their Houses have also been organising their fundraising activities which will form a key part 
of the Christmas Fair and I know how much they are looking forward to the event. 
 
The success of the event relies on your support, so I hope that you have the date in your diaries, and have told 
family members, colleagues, and friends that live within our community. If you have any raffle prizes to donate, 
they would be much appreciated and Sarah Ewart is co-ordinating this. Sarah can be contacted on: 
mail@sarahewart.co.uk 
 
I look forward to seeing you all on Saturday 26th November. 
 
Mr Nigel Sellars - Headteacher 
 

 
 
Remembrance was marked by assemblies led by Mr Ward, explaining to students to significance of the event 
and why it is so important that we mark it as a school. 
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The respect that the whole school community showed when we gathered at 11am on Friday 11th November 
was extremely moving. It has also become a tradition for students who are members of Scouts, Guides, Sea 
Cadets, St John's Ambulance and other groups to attend in uniforms for the school day. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr R Belmont – Senior Assistant Headteacher 
 
 

 

 

Children from across the local Primary Schools, Dr South’s, West Kidlington, Edward Feild, St Thomas More 
and North Kidlington took part in a highly competitive Cross Country on Thursday 3rd November. 
Students from Years 1 to 6 really demonstrated the value of determination as they pushed themselves to 
produce their best in six very competitive races. To add to the challenge the course at West Kidlington took 
them through trees, fields and even a small hill. 
 
The children all rose to the challenge and produced some 
excellent races. 
 
The winners in each section were: 
U7 Girls:  1st St Thomas More 
U7 Boys:  1st Edward Feild 
U9 Girls:  1st West Kidlington (This race was decided by 
1pt!) 
U9 Boys:  1st St Thomas More 
U11 Girls:  1st West Kidlington 
U11 Boys:  1st West Kidlington 
 
A big thank you to West Kidlington for hosting the event and also to our leaders 
from Gosford Hill School for their hard work in making the event a success. The event ran extremely smoothly, 
thanks to the efforts of the leaders who organised the finish of each race, directed students around the course, 
acted as pace setters and collated in all the results during an action packed afternoon. Each one of them was 
outstanding as usual.  
 
Leaders: Owen O’Malley, Ben Helfrich, Lucas Sharp, Josh Pipkin, Louis Strauther, Joe Mimpress, Jamie 
Clack, Jacob Orton, Olly Hedges, Sam Gauld, Yousef El-Badry , Ewan Smith, Danielle Glover, Chelsea 
McQuirk and Charlie Hopwood. 
 
Teachers’ comments included:  
 
“A very well organised and fun event, The secondary leaders were very engaged in the event and it was lovely 
to see them all joining in the final presentation at the end”  
PE Coordinator - St Thomas More 
 
“A great event- well done”- PE Coordinator Edward Feild School 
 
Well done all, a great afternoon of exhilarating action, thank you to all! 
 
Mr L Smith - Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor  

Kidlington Primary Schools – Cross Country Competition 



 

 

 

 
Kidlington Partnership Year 5 & 6 Tag Rugby Festival 
 

On a sunny Thursday 20th October the Kidlington primary partnership took part in their Year 5 & 6 Tag Rugby 
Festival. Nearly 110 students attended from across four primary schools: Dr South’s, West Kidlington, North 
Kidlington & Edward Feild.  The school games value was team work and this was clearly on show from all of the 
teams and every individual pupil who took part.  The standard of rugby played was very high and all of the games 
were keenly contested! The games were superbly refereed by Gosford Hill sports leaders with the remaining 
leaders each supporting a team on the day. The contribution of all of the leaders was crucial to the success of 
the event!  
 
The results for the day were as follows: 
 
1st Edward Feild South Africa   7th Dr South’s England 
2nd West Kidlington Italy   8th Edward Feild Argentina 
3rd North Kidlington USA   9th Edward Feild Samoa & Dr South’s Tonga 
4th North Kidlington France   11th Edward Feild Scotland 
5th West Kidlington Australia   12th North Kidlington New Zealand & North Kidlington Fiji  
6th Edward Feild Wales 
      
Particularly well done to Edward Feild & West Kidlington who progress to the partnership final. Best of luck to 
you both!  
 
Thank you to our superb leaders: Owen O’Malley, Ben Helfrich, Lucas Sharp, Josh Pipkin, Louis Strauther,  
Joe Mimpress, Jamie Clack, Jacob Orton, Olly Hedges, Sam Gauld, Yousef El-Badry, Ewan Smith, Danielle 
Glover, Chelsea McQuirk, Charlie Hopwood and Megan Raffell.  
 
The whole event was thoroughly enjoyed by all and I very much look forward to the next one! Well done all. 
 
Mr L Smith - Teacher of PE, SSCO & PE Mentor  

 

 

 

Please be aware that revision guides will be available to buy at next Wednesday’s Year 11 Parent Consultation 
Evening. We buy in bulk so can pass on a discount and you can be guaranteed that they will be for the right 
exam, so it makes a lot of sense to buy them from us!  
 
Mr J O'Regan – Assistant Headteacher 

 
 

Year 12/13 Practice Exams – Monday 5th December to Friday 9th December 
 
Practice exams for written papers will take place between Monday 5th and Friday 9th December for Years 12 
and 13. 
 
Students in these year groups will be on study leave for the week, and attend school only for written exams.  
 
Final timetables, together with explanatory notes for students and parents/carers, will be distributed to 
students by form tutors by Friday, 18th November. 
 
Normal lessons for Years 12 and 13 will resume on Monday 12th December. 
 
If you have any questions about both internal and external exams, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Ms A Sumner - Examinations & Assessment Data Officer 
 

 

 

Revision Guides for Year 11 



 

 

 

The Science and Technology Facilities Council in Oxford have 

launched a competition for Year 9 students to enter, for the 

chance to win an iPad mini! 

All you have to do is write a 500 word essay about “Why I love science”. 
So, if you would like the chance to win an iPad mini see full details below. You can also to go see Mrs Williams 
(formerly Miss Pittaway) in science.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who can enter the School Science Prize? 
If you are a Year 9 student, you are eligible to enter the School Science Prize. 
 
What do I have to do to enter? 
Year 9 students are asked to write a 500 word essay about “Why I love science”. We will be looking for an 
excitement about science and an enthusiasm to learn more. 
 
When do I need to write my essay by? 
The closing date for the School Science Prize will be Monday 30th November, and students will be informed if 
they are finalists on Friday 4th December. 
 
What does the winner receive? 
All participating students will receive a certificate, and the top 15 students will be invited to RAL for an evening 
celebration on Thursday 17th December 4.30 – 8.00pm. The overall winner will receive an iPad mini. 
 
How do I enter? 
To enter please email your essays to visitral@stfc.ac.uk. Let us know which school you are from and your 
teacher’s email address. 
 
For more information visit:  
http://www.stfc.ac.uk/public-engagement/school-science-prize/ 
 
Mrs K Williams – Science Faculty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Science Competition 

mailto:visitral@stfc.ac.uk
http://www.stfc.ac.uk/public-engagement/school-science-prize/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Last Wednesday a group of Year 9 and 10s went to Oxford High School in Summertown to watch and listen 
to selected authors/illustrators receive awards for their outstanding books they have published. All of the 
authors gave a speech and a few of them even did a drawing activity which gave us as the audience an 
opportunity to engage and interact with them. The speeches were very inspiring as they told us about their 
lives before they began writing and some of the obstacles they had to overcome to reach the stage they are 
at now. For example, one of the writers, Steve Anthony, told us he was colour blind but he didn't let this stop 
him from reaching his goals. He wrote the book 'Please Mr Panda' whilst incorporating many different colours 
throughout. After the speeches had finished we went into another room to socialise with other schools whilst 
eating cake and drinking tea. We had an opportunity to buy books and also get them signed by each of the 
authors. Overall it was an excellent experience and we enjoyed every minute of it.   
 
Lily Cowlishaw (10 TJFR) and Luanna Dias (10 ELBR) 

  
 

Highly Commended Secondary 
Book: Mind Games  by Teri Terry 
In a future world, life is tightly 
controlled by the all-powerful 
PareCo. Standing out from the crowd 
is dangerous so misfit Luna hides 
her secrets carefully, not realising 
her own power. Unlike her friends 
and family, Luna has never been 
able to plug into Realtime, PareCo's 
virtual world, where almost everyone 
now lives their lives. So how do 
PareCo know about Luna, and why 
do they want her for their elite think 
tank? 
 
The truth is hidden in a web of 
shining silver secrets, and the 
corrupt authorities would do anything 
to keep it that way. Can Luna find a 
way to use her own hidden powers 
and bring the truth to light before it's 
too late? 

 

Best Secondary Book: The 
Art of Being Normal by Lisa 
Williamson 
Two boys. Two secrets. David 
Piper has always been an 
outsider. His parents think he's 
gay. The school bully thinks 
he's a freak. Only his two best 
friends know the real truth - 
David wants to be a girl. On the 
first day at his new school Leo 
Denton has one goal - to be 
invisible. Attracting the 
attention of the most beautiful 
girl in Year 11 is definitely not 
part of that plan. When Leo 
stands up for David in a fight, 
an unlikely friendship forms. 
But things are about to get 
messy. Because at Eden Park 
School secrets have a funny 
habit of not staying secret for 
long... 

The Oxfordshire Book Awards 2016 

Mrs A Hedges – Learning Centre 

Manager 
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TERM DATES – 2016 -2017 
2016-2017 
Autumn Term 
Monday 5th September – Friday 16th December 2016  
 
INSET DAYS: Friday 2nd December 2016, Friday 30th June 2017 
 
Spring Term 
Tuesday 3rd January – Friday 7th April 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 2017 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2017 

 

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL 

 

 

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community 
issues. For all contact details telephone School Reception. 
If you have a concern about your child contact: 

 The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject.  Contact Reception to leave a 
     message or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address. 

 The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail. 

 Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being. 
Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of 
confidence.  If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a community 
matter contact a Parent Governor.  (Telephone numbers available from School Reception) 

 

SCHOOL RECEPTION: Telephone: 01865 374971 
SCHOOL EMAIL: office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

ABSENCE LINE: Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences) 
or 

email – gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas. 

 


