
 

 
 

The girls’ hockey teams in Year 7 and Year 8, and the Year 9 netball team have had a fantastic start to the 
season with all three teams currently at the top of the league! The Year 10 netball team are currently 3rd in the 
league. The results from 3 league games and a friendly v NOA: 
Year 7 Upper Heyford drew 2-2, Cooper won 8-0, NOA won 3-0, Bicester won 6-0 
Year 8 Upper Heyford won 1-0, Cooper won 8-1, NOA won 11-0, Bicester won 10-1 
Year 9 Upper Heyford won 26-5, Cooper won 24-1, NOA lost 23-19, Bicester won 20-3 
Year 10 Upper Heyford won 10-1, Cooper lost 14-12, NOA lost 26-11, Bicester lost 37-8 
 
We have also fielded B teams in Year 8 Hockey and Year 9/10 Netball. Results include:  
Year 8 B Hockey: Upper Heyford won 7-2, NOA won 11-1 
Year 9/10 Netball: Upper Heyford won 8-7, NOA lost 25-4 
 
At the end of games players vote for player of the match for the opposition, so far the following students have 
been nominated: Poppy Whitford, Millie MacKenzie Year 7, Jessica Soares, Holly Baker and Jasmine Tranter 
Year 8, Lizzie Sulley, Rebecca Preston, Libby Giles Year 9, Lily Cowlishaw, Georgia Johnson, Olivia Mackenzie, 
Lucy Stowell, Year 10. 
 
The captains have worked really hard to check teams and act as captain on the day:  
Year 7 Lucy Hayes, Year 8 Ruby Devlin, Year 9 Laura Bateman and Year 10 Lucy Stowell. 
 
After half term we have one more league game and 4 tournaments:  
Tuesday November 8th Year 7 and 8 hockey v Sibford School at Home start 3pm 
Thursday November 10th Year 9 and 10 netball v Sibford School at Home start 3pm 
Tuesday November 15th Year 7 Hockey Tournament and Year 9 Netball Tournament NOA 
Thursday November 17th Year 8 Hockey Tournament and Year 10 Netball Tournament NOA 
 
Parents are always welcome at all the fixtures and tournaments to support the teams. 
 
Miss D Green and Miss N Barrie - PE Faculty 

                  Year 8 Hockey Squad                                                       Year 7 Hockey Squad 
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Parents of Year 7 and 8 girls we would like to invite your daughter to attend an exciting extra-curricular club 
called CC4G (Computer Clubs for Girls), which will run on Tuesdays at 3.20pm until 4.20pm 
 

About CC4G 
Computer Clubs for Girls (CC4G) is an extra-curricular club that has been specifically designed to encourage 
girls to stay engaged in IT. It is managed by e-skills UK, which is the Government licensed Sector Skills 
Council for Business and Information Technology, working on behalf of employers to develop the technology 
expertise necessary to thrive in today’s global digital economy.  
 
The objective of CC4G is to help girls make informed choices about future careers in a rapidly developing 
technological world while developing their skills in IT through a series of carefully-graded challenges, themed 
around their interests – like music, fashion, sport and celebrity. It supports girls’ learning in IT and across the 
curriculum and benefits their confidence and self-esteem. 
 

Tried, trusted, successful 
The Club is delivered through a dedicated password-protected website, which only the club facilitator and 
club members have access to. No personal information is stored on the website and there is no facility for 
girls to communicate with anyone on the site.  
 
CC4G is a fun learning experience for girls and has been met by members with great enthusiasm.  Below are 
some of the comments we have received from girls who have taken part in CC4G: 
 
"You can learn different skills on the computer, while having lots of fun such as playing amazing games!" 
"[The best thing about CC4G is] Learning new things and making new friends" 
 
Since 2005, more than 135,000 girls in over 3,800 schools have experienced CC4G. 84% of girls involved in 
CC4G state they are more likely to consider further education or a career in technology as a result 98% of 
teachers who run the clubs say that members’ IT confidence levels have improved. 
 
We are sure your daughter will enjoy being a part of CC4G at our school. If you would like to find out more 
about the club, please do contact me or for general information about CC4G and e-skills UK, please go to: 
www.CC4G.net. 
 
Miss A Donachie – Teacher of ICT 
 

 

 

Please note that Year 11 Academic Mentoring will now take place week beginning 7th November. This is so the 
Year 11 Practice Exam results can be given out on Wednesday 9th November followed by Academic 
Mentoring.   
 
Year 8 Academic Mentoring will be week beginning 14th November.   
 
Mr J O’Regan – Assistant Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

The Sector Skills Council for  
Business and Information Technology 

Changes to Academic Mentoring Schedule 

Friends of Gosford Hill School (FoGHS) – Next Meeting 
 
The next Friends meeting is on Tuesday 1st November at 7pm in the school Training Room above the 
school reception. Everyone is welcome! We'll be planning the Christmas Fair. 
 
Sarah Ewart – FoGHS 

 

 

http://www.cc4g.net/


 

 

Thirty-nine students from Years 10 and 12 have started their bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. 
They need to choose a physical activity, a skill and a volunteering placement along with 
completing 2 expeditions. Last weekend they started the training for the expeditions. This 
involved pitching tents (and sleeping in them even though it was quite cold!), cooking their own 
meals (and eating them) and participating in a 6 km hike to practise their map reading skills. 
 
Mrs N Heydon - Duke of Edinburgh Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

                          

Gosford Hill School is proud to announce our recent launch of the Accelerated Reader programme with Years 7 
and 8. Accelerated Reader is a powerful tool for monitoring and managing independent reading practice while 
promoting a lifelong love of reading for pleasure. 
 
“Children and young people who use AR tend to enjoy reading more, do it more often and think more positively 
about reading than their peers who do not use AR. They are also more likely to see a link between reading and 
their success.” 
 
How does it work? 
  
At its heart, Accelerated Reader is simple. A student reads a book, takes an online quiz, and receives immediate 
feedback. Vocabulary growth and literacy skills development are measured, giving teachers insight into how well 
students have responded to reading schemes.  
 
Through the use of individualised targets, teachers can personalise students’ reading based on the quantity and 
complexity of the books they read. It is well known that students develop reading skills most effectively when they 
read appropriately challenging books – difficult enough to keep them engaged but not so difficult that they become 
frustrated. Regular STAR Reading

 
assessments determine each student’s current reading level and the range of 

book levels they ought to be reading in order to make the greatest progress.  
 
How can I help my child become a better reader? 
 
‘Research shows that students’ who read for at least 20 minutes per day outperform those who read less.’ 
 
As with anything, performance improves with practice. Encourage your child to read at home. Create a culture of 
reading in your household by reading with your child, start a home library, visit your local library or bookshop on 
a regular basis, let your child see you reading and discuss books that each of you have read. When reading with 
your child, stop and ask questions to be sure your child comprehends what is read.  
 
Reading with your child, no matter what the child’s age, is an important part of developing a good reader, building 
a lifelong love of reading and learning and creating a loving relationship between you and your child. Make learning 
a family affair! 
 
Mrs A Hedges – Learning Centre Manager 

Accelerated Reader Programme 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

      Year 10 Students       Year 12 Students 



 

 

Year 10 English  
 
Challenge 
Tasks 

 
Try one or more: 
 
1. Read another good crime novel –  

 

 by Sophie Hannah (modern) 

 Wilkie Collins – The Woman in White 

 by Agatha Christie (Poirot, Miss Marple) 

 Daphne du Maurier – Rebecca 

 Stephen King – Misery (crime / horror) 

 Truman Capote – In Cold Blood 

 Raymond Chandler – The Long Goodbye 
 

2. Read three Sherlock Holmes stories by Conan 
Doyle (available on the internet) and write a 
recipe for a short story involving Holmes.  
 
You might try ‘The Speckled Band’, ‘The Man 
With the Twisted Lip’, ‘Silver Blaze’, ‘The Red-
Headed League’. 
 

3. Read another Sherlock Holmes novel: The 
Hound of the Baskervilles. Write a brief 
review, comparing it to The Sign of the Four. 
 

4. Write a short story making use of elements of 
the plot and style of The Sign of the Four 
involving a modern Holmes and Watson in 
2016.  

 
5. Read and comment on W.H. Auden’s article 

on crime fiction. (If you want a big challenge!) 
 

6. Transform a chapter of The Sign of the Four 
into a stage production or a screenplay.  

 
7. Write a diary entry by Athelney Jones about 

Sherlock Holmes – you should attempt to be 
as coruscating as possible… 

 
8. Produce a leaflet on London in around 1900; 

you could research crimes in particular. 
 

9. Write a piece on famous detectives and their 
sidekicks – e.g. Holmes / Watson, Morse / 
Lewis, Poirot / Hastings, Batman / Robin (?!) – 
for an internet site or newspaper; aim for 500 
words on how the partnership works. 

 
10. Go to the website for emagazine (a magazine 

for A Level English students), and find and 
read an article on crime writing: 
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-
magazine/emag-login 

 
Login: Arthur; Password: Miller 

 

Year 9 English  
 
Challenge 
Tasks 

 
Try one or more: 
 

1. Read another novel by John Steinbeck – 
The Grapes of Wrath is a good one. 
 

2. Carry out some research on what critics and 
reviews have said about Of Mice and Men; 
you could explore why it has been 
considered a dangerous novel.  
 
Write a brief report on what you discover. 
 

3. Read another classic American novel: To 
Kill A Mockingbird, by Harper Lee. 
 

4. Complete an extended research project on 
the American Dream – present it in a format 
of your choice. 
 

5. Create a board game based on Of Mice and 
Men. 
 

6. Make an illustrated prospectus for the ranch 
in Of Mice and Men for a new ranch hand.  
 

7. Research and produce profiles of Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump. 
 

8. Watch the final debate between Clinton and 
Trump, and write a review of it; aim for 300 
words, and include a comment on who won 
the debate, and why. 
 

9. Go to www.americanrhetoric.com and write 
a recipe for a successful speech, including 
at least five techniques. 
 

10. Read a novel that intelligent Year 9 English 
students have enjoyed: The Ruby in the 
Smoke, by Philip Pullman.  
 
(A book whose heroine is an unusual girl in 
Victorian London who has to solve a 
strange mystery involving her.) 
 

11. Write a guide to the greatest three 
American Presidents of all time, and 
present it in a format of your choice. e.g. –  
 

 Top Trumps (no pun intended!) 

 Cartoons 

 Three profiles 
 

12. Create an illustrated guide for aliens on the 
differences between America and Britain. 

  

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/emag-login
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/emag-login
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greenbookblog.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/challenge.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greenbookblog.org/2015/12/03/100-day-growth-challenge-can-you-take-it/&docid=oiAmqsJ1XMgbNM&tbnid=_OowraysZHwFlM:&w=551&h=350&safe=strict&bih=447&biw=881&ved=0ahUKEwi3r_T8quXPAhUFWBoKHX5AACQQMwhCKBEwEQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greenbookblog.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/challenge.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greenbookblog.org/2015/12/03/100-day-growth-challenge-can-you-take-it/&docid=oiAmqsJ1XMgbNM&tbnid=_OowraysZHwFlM:&w=551&h=350&safe=strict&bih=447&biw=881&ved=0ahUKEwi3r_T8quXPAhUFWBoKHX5AACQQMwhCKBEwEQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

 

 

Are you, or anyone you know, thinking of a change of career to become a teacher? Not sure if you have the 
right skills or qualifications? Not sure what goes on in schools in 2016? 
 
If you, or anyone you know is interested in finding out more about teaching, please contact Alison Driscoll and 
she will be happy to arrange a time to meet you in school and discuss the options and see what the job entails. 
In addition, these information events set out below are about finding out what is required if you want to train as a 
teacher, or if you have decided this is definitely for you, how to go about applying. 
 
Alison Driscoll, Assistant Head, Staff and Student Development.  adri2736@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YEAR 11 PRACTICE EXAMS 
              RESULTS DAY 

        WEDNESDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2016 
 

Results from the recent Practice Exams will be distributed to all students on Wednesday, 2nd November, 
during Period 5. 
  
Students will be accompanied by their teachers to the Hall, and will be given individual envelopes containing 
their results slip. 
 
This experience will help prepare the students for the results process in advance of their external exams in 
the summer. 
 
Members of staff will be available, including the Examinations team, to provide advice and assistance to the 
students.   
 
If you have any questions about Practice Exams results, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Ms A Sumner - Examinations & Student Data Officer 

 

Train to Teach 

mailto:adri2736@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk


  

      

 

  

Matt Dickinson’s Inspiring Visit 

Matt came to Gosford on Wednesday 19th October and talked 
about his many expeditions to Everest and other mountains, 
including K2.  He talked about interesting and inspiring things 
that happened on Everest, including what he had to do to reach 
the summit and that his trip to Everest lasted 10 weeks. He also 
showed us what happened to his fingers in the freezing 
temperatures (luckily they are still okay). 
 
As well as telling us about his expeditions to Everest he told us 
about what other exciting things people have achieved. For 
example, a friend called Judy hang-glided from the bottom of a 
hot air balloon. Matt also told us about the fatalities that can 
happen on Everest.  
 
Finally, Matt discussed his books and being an author. They 
include: Mortal Chaos, The Everest Files, North Face and his 
new book, Lie, Kill Walk Away. We were lucky enough to be able 
to buy a signed copy of his one his books from the Everest Files 
trilogy. 
 
This talk was very inspirational and we learned about the ups 
and downs of Everest. We all enjoyed it a lot and we hope that 
future year groups will get this opportunity.  
 
By Rory Gauld (7TDYY) and Ben Otter (7EEMY) 

 

Mrs A Hedges -Learning Centre Manager 

Ride for Richard 

On Wednesday 5th October Emily Kyle (11WHFG) completed a 200 length swim at the Kidlington and Gosford 
Leisure Centre which was then followed by a 6km run in the memory of Richard Kell, a close family friend who 
sadly passed away on the 23rd August. Emily completed the 200 length swim in a fantastic time of 1 hour and 13 
minutes! Through sponsorship Emily was able to raise over £80.00 which will be donated to The Injury 
Minimisation Programme for Schools (IMPS).  
 
Congratulations Emily on a fantastic achievement and many thanks to the members of Windrush House for your 
support and donations to a great cause. 
 
Mr M Gannon - Windrush House Leader 

 



 

 
At Gosford we are keen to enhance student learning and experiences through a range of educational visits 
throughout the year. To help parents and families to plan for these trips below is a list, to date, of key visits for 
the forthcoming year:  

 

Date  Trip details Year group Approx. Cost 

Sept 2016  Art trip to London - Tate Modern 12/13 18 

Sept 2016  Humanities - trip  to Oxford Castle 11 11 

Oct 2016  Land Rover – Business Studies 12/13 20 

Oct 2016  Things I know to be true - Oxford 11/12 16 

Oct 2016  OBEA Media day 9 0 

Oct 2016  The High Sheriff of Oxfordshire Law Lecture 12/13 0 

Oct 2016  Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition 10/11/12/13 80 

Nov 2016  Brookes University Passport Day 10 0 

Nov 2016  UKMT maths challenge - Wheatley park 12 0 

Nov 2016  Jaguar land Rover – Business Studies 11 11 

Nov 2016  Houses of Parliament 9/10/12 t.b.c. 

Nov 2016  Warwick Maths Event 11/12/13 19 

Nov 2016  OBEA Construction Challenge 9 0 

Nov 2016  Drive Safe/Stay Alive 13 0 

Nov 2016  OBEA Construction Challenge 12/14 0 

Dec 2016  Arras Christmas Market, France* 8 58 

Dec 2016  Varsity Rugby Match at Twickenham 7-11 23 

Jan 2017  Brookes HE & Careers Conference 12 0 

Feb 2017  OBEA Hospitality Challenge 9 0 

May 2017  OBEA Business team Challenge 9 0 

Feb 2017  Ski trip to Italy* 10/11 860 

March 2017  UCAS convention Brunel University 12 0 

March 2017  Ypres Battlefields, Belgium* 8 76 

May 2017  OBEA Problem Solving Challenge 9 0 

April 2017  German trip to Berlin* 9/10 366 

July 2017  French cultural visit to Normandy* 9/10 395 

July 2017  Creative Arts to Lake Garda* 9/10 470 

July 2017  OBEA Woodeaton Camp 9 50 

Summer 2017  World Challenge to Uganda* 11 2,500 

* international trip 

You will notice that there are a number of visits that are organised in conjunction with the Oxfordshire Business 
Education Alliance (OBEA) or other local organisations e.g. Brookes University. These are career education 
orientated and targeted at certain groups, often using school minibuses, planned funding and are low, or no, 
cost.  
 
The Preforming Arts Faculty also arrange, for Year 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13, at least one theatre trip a year, if not 
two, generally staying local with a cost between £15-£25. 
 
Further details of Educational Visits will be sent out by letter by Visit Leaders to relevant year groups and 
students once details are finalised. 
 
If opportunities present themselves ‘in-year’ there may well be additions to the list and we will notify students 
and parents when these arise through our newsletter and / or by letter. 
 
Mr D Ward - Deputy Headteacher 

Planned Educational Visits for 2016-17 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Would you like to improve your singing?  On Tuesday 8th November, singing teacher Mrs Chitty will be giving a 
FREE DEMO SINGING LESSON to anyone who is interested in having singing lessons at school. Please 
collect an interest letter from Mrs Frankcom in the music department or simply write or email by Friday 4th 
November to reserve your free lesson which will take place at 9.30am on Tuesday 8th November.   If there is a 
lot of interest, we will offer a further demo lesson on Tuesday 15th November at 9.40am.  Lessons take place 
in practice room 1 in the Music Department. 
 
Mrs R Frankcom - Team Leader, Music Faculty 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Saturday 26th November for the Gosford Hill School Christmas 

Fair.  This is the first event of this kind we have held for many years and we 

would really love your support on the day to help us raise lots of money for new 

outdoor equipment for the school. 

There will be lots of games and stalls for everyone along with mulled wine and 

plenty of mince pies!  Fabulous prizes to be won and live music. 

If anyone would like to help us on the day or offer us a donation we would love to 

hear from you.  Please email at mail@sarahewart.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

  

FRIENDS OF GOSFORD 

SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

SATURDAY 26th NOVEMBER 

2-4pm 

Free Demo Singing Lesson 

mailto:mail@sarahewart.co.uk


 

TERM DATES – 2016 -2017 
2016-2017 
Autumn Term 
Monday 5th September – Friday 16th December 2016  
Half Term Break – Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 2016 
 
INSET DAYS: Friday 2nd December 2016, Friday 30th June 2017 
 
Spring Term 
Tuesday 3rd January – Friday 7th April 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 2017 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July 2017 
Half Term Break – Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2017 


