
 

 
 
On 16th July, 21 Year 11 students from Gosford Hill, set out for a two week 
expedition to Thailand.  They were accompanied by Mr Baker and Mr Clyne, 
as well as two expedition leaders from World Challenge, Melissa Bowerman 
and Kirsty Foster. The trip consisted of four phases; arrival and 
acclimatisation in Bangkok, a trekking phase, a project phase, and a rest and 
relaxation phase.  The students were split into two teams who followed 
different itineraries whilst in Thailand, Team 1 with Mr Clyne and Kirsty, and 
Team 2 with Mr Baker and Melissa.   
 
Trekking phase 

 
 
Both teams spent 4 days in Khao Yai National Park, a hilly region of just over 
2,000 sq km of deciduous and evergreen monsoon forests.  The teams spent 
two days trekking through and over the jungle terrain, before returning to the 
campsites each evening to cook their own meals on charcoal stoves.  
Highlights included seeing a range of wildlife, such as macaques, gibbons, 
deer, monitor lizards, all kinds of insects, and Mr Baker was even woken up 
one morning by the sound of an elephant! 
 
 

 
Project phase 
 
The two teams went to different parts of Thailand for their projects.  Team 
1 left the jungle and travelled to Surin in Eastern Thailand, where they 
worked with a local elementary school to improve the playground facilities, 
as well as well as painting the school and playing games with the school 
children.  After a tough few days in the jungle, the team was relieved to find 
their accommodation was in a hotel (4* according to Mr Clyne!), much to Mr 
Clyne’s delight!  Team 2 went straight from Bangkok to their project just 

outside the town of Uthai Thani in Central 
Thailand, working at the Baan Nok Kamin 
orphanage.  As the orphans were away at 
a Buddhist festival, the team spent two days building a pig pen for the farm 
based at the orphanage, which is used to teach agricultural skills to the 
orphans.  Upon the orphans return, the team spent time playing with children, 
many who have been rescued from families where drug use or domestic 
violence are problems, as well as going to the local school to help out with 
lessons.  We were also lucky enough to visit the local Buddhist temple, and 
gain a real insight into the everyday lives of ordinary Thai people. 

 
Cont….d 

 
 
 
 

Learn * Lead * Inspire 

 

The Gosford Times 

 

The Weekly Newsletter of Gosford Hill School 
 

Issue 3 – September 2016 

 

World Challenge Thailand 2016 



 
 
Rest and relaxation 
 
Both teams met up on the island of Ko Chang (Elephant Island) on the eastern 
seaboard for their final few days of R&R.  Each team spent an amazing day 
snorkelling around the coral islands and reefs in the Koh Rang National Park off 
the coast (including a rather choppy boat trip for Team 1!), along with a day to 
visit local markets and just be a tourist!  After what seemed like no time at all, 
both teams were making their way back through Bangkok airport for the final 11 
hour flight home, ready to be greeted by parents and siblings.   
 
All the students did themselves and Gosford Hill proud as they tackled the 
challenges presented to them, gaining new skills such as managing a team budget and organising transport 
around a foreign country.  A big thank you to all parents involved for their support, and to Mr Clyne for giving up 
his time to join us! 
 
Mr T Baker – World Challenge School Leader 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Sixth Form Team would like to invite you to the Year 12 Parent Workshop, on Wednesday 28th 

September. It will be held in the Sixth Form Centre from 6 – 7pm. There will be presentations including an 

overview of Year 12, career options Post 18 and the student perspective of Year 12. 

Mrs E Hounsell – 14-19 Student Pathway Manager 

 

We need people like YOU to become School Governors 
 

Gosford Hill School, Kidlington  

The Governing Body at Gosford Hill School is looking to appoint new Governors with immediate start.  
The Governing Body needs a mix of skills and experience to contribute to effective governance and the 
success of the school and its students. This could be your chance to make a real difference. 

 
What exactly to Governors do? 

 
Governors play a vital role in shaping the education of young people by helping set the Ethos, Vision and 
Strategy for the school. 
 
The Governing Body comprises people drawn from the school’s community: parents, school staff and the 
community as a whole.  The Governing Body act corporately and are collectively responsible for 
decisions.   
 
 

Why do people become school Governors? 
 

 A great way to make a positive impact on young people’s lives and to contribute to issues that 

you feel passionately about. 

 A great opportunity to use and develop your skills in a unique environment that will benefit you 

personally and professionally. 

 Contribute to the community. 

 Make an impact on Gosford Hill School’s students’ lives. 

 An outstanding learning and development opportunity to acquire board-level leadership, strategy 

and team working skills. 

 

 

I’m interested!  What do I do now? 

If you can commit to approximately two evenings per term and occasional events and would like to find 

out more about the role, then please contact Clare Carpen, Clerk to arrange an information session with 

one of our current Governors on 01865 374971 or clare.carpen@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

 

 

Year 12 Parent Workshop for Parents/Carers of students in Year 12 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday we had a visit from a group of European teachers who teach English. 
 They are doing a professional development course at the Lake School of English in the centre of Oxford. 
 Our tour finished with tea and homemade biscuits in the Learning Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday we had a visit from a group of European teachers 
who teach English. They are doing a professional development 
course at the Lake School of English in the centre of Oxford. 
 
Our tour finished with tea and homemade biscuits in the Learning 

Centre.  

Mrs J Humphreys – TA Co-ordinator  

New Staff Profile – Mr J Lee 
 
English to me is about reading and discussing literature in order to see the world 
from other points of view: “The central function of imaginative literature”, said  
William Empson, “is to make you realize that other people act on moral convictions  
different from your own”.  And as Atticus Finch says in To Kill A Mockingbird: “You 
never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of  
view … until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.” Literature – and the  
study of English – can encourage us to view other ways of life (and others) with  
understanding.  
 
But the subject English is also, for me, about an enjoyment of words, and of using them well: precisely, 
carefully, wittily. It is about being able to communicate effectively and confidently, both aloud and on 
paper. We should come out of English lessons a little more equipped to deal with the modern world: to 
analyse how words are used, to see through false or misleading language, and to be able to present a 
point of view articulately. Maria Vargas Llosa said that without books we would be “more conformist, not 
as restless, more submissive. And the critical spirit, the engine of progress, would not even exist.” English 
for me is about bringing out a critical spirit in all students. Why? How?  
 
I arrive at Gosford Hill from Wallingford School. I spent thirteen years there in an English department that 
consistently achieved excellent exam results while nurturing a critical spirit in students.  
 
As a new Head of Faculty, I have a clear vision of how students can make the best possible progress in 
this subject at Gosford Hill, based on the belief that learning and teaching should be accessible to all 
students. To me it is essential that every student is supported and challenged to achieve their best, and it 
is my firm belief that mixed ability groups can bring out the very best in all students in English – as it did at 
Wallingford School, where students were taught throughout in mixed ability groups.  
 
The hallmark of successful mixed ability classes is students cooperating with each other warmly and 
purposefully in order to achieve. GCSE results at my previous school suggest emphatically that students 
of all abilities (particularly those students aiming for the top grades) flourish in such an environment. My 
experience of Gosford Hill suggests that students here will make the most progress in this subject in 
mixed ability groups, which is why all English classes at Gosford Hill – apart from those in Year 11 – are 
now mixed ability.  
 
At the centre of my vision for English at Gosford Hill are well-supported, intellectually challenged and 
successful students, who grow in assurance and insight as they progress through the school; our faculty’s 
aim is for students of all abilities to be challenged and supported while enjoying their English studies. My 
interactions with students so far this term have made me excited at what Gosford Hill students can 
achieve. I am very glad to be at this school as head of a superb faculty, and am already enjoying 
overseeing students’ progress and success. I hope that this year we can build on last year’s superb 
English GCSE results.  
 
Mr J Lee – Head of English Faculty 
 

Visitors from the Lake School 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools have been contacted by the Police and Crime Commisioner who are currently carrying out a 
consultation with residents on policing and crime to help inform the next five year Police and Crime Plan which 
will set the operational priorities for Thames Valley Police. 
  
A key part of the consultation will be to get the views of children and young people to gain an understanding of 
their concerns or worries with regards to crime and safety as well as their views on the police.   
  
They have developed a short anonymous survey www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/young-people-survey/ which 
will be open until 31 October 2016.  It is aimed at children aged between 11 and 17 years old. 
Please encourage your daughter/son to contribute, whether at home or in school - students can access 
computers before school, at break, at lunch and after school in the learning centre. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Mr R Belmont – Senior Assistant Headteacher 

  

World Film Club 
 
Heard the one about the boy, the tiger, the zebra, the hyena and the orang-utan? 
 
This Wednesday lunchtime (28th September) the MFL department will be launching  
'Into World Film Club' in L4. As its name suggests, we will be showing films from all  
around the world (including France and Germany!), beginning with 'Life of Pi'.  
 
Spanish-born Canadian Yann Martel's Booker Prize winning novel was thought to be  
impossible to make into a movie, but Oscar winning Taiwanese-born American Ang Lee 
took on the challenge in 2012, pushing the boundaries of 3D special effects in the process. 
 
Bring your lunch with you and come and find out why this film is so special! 
 
Ms A Chaza –on behalf of the MFL Team 

 

Police and Crime Commissioner Survey 

http://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/young-people-survey/


 

 
 
  

Important Information – School Census 
 
Dear Parent / Carers, 
 
As with each school year, we as a school supply the DfE with a school census return during the Autumn 
term. This year there are 2 additional data items relating to student data that we need to supply, these are: 
 

 Pupils Country of birth 

 Pupils Nationality 
 

As this is a new requirement we were unable to request these data items on ILP day and will therefore need 
to gather this information via correspondence home.  
 

 Email - sent from Census.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
or 

 Posted Letter 
 

The emails and letters will be sent out imminently as the collection date for the Autumn Census is 6th 
October. 
 
Mr M Bailey – Student Data, Examinations and Assessment Manager 
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CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL 

 
 
Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community 
issues. For all contact details telephone School Reception. 
 
If you have a concern about your child contact: 

 The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject.  Contact Reception to leave a 
     message or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address. 

 The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail. 

 Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being. 
 
Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of 
confidence.  If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a 
community matter contact a Parent Governor.  (Telephone numbers available from School Reception) 

 
SCHOOL RECEPTION: Telephone: 01865 374971 

SCHOOL EMAIL: office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

ABSENCE LINE: Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences) 
or 

email – gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum 

areas. 
 


