
 

 

I never thought we could top the feedback and excitement of ‘The Wiz’ from last year, but I think the cast and 
crew managed to put together an even more professional and dynamic show than ever before. I have had so 
much wonderful feedback from the audience saying the show gets better and better every year. 
 
This year saw Gosford Hill School perform the classic production 
‘Annie’. Auditions were back in September and we saw more 
students than ever sing, dance and act their way into the cast of this 
year’s show.  I am pleased to say that year on year the talent that we 
have grows, making our lives so much more difficult when casting 
the show. We kept the set simple this year with only a few key 
designs, which worked really well and really captured the essence of 
New York City. Ms. Hollings and Ms Drewett were responsible for the 
lovely artwork and I think that this simple yet effective set captivated 
the essence of the show and really supported the brilliant acting that 

Gosford Hill students have. 
 
The singing and dance numbers were brilliantly choreographed this 
year and the cast was a great range of ages, probably the most 
inclusive year we have ever had as all years were strongly 
represented with main parts going to all years from Year 7 to Year 
13.  
 
We sadly say goodbye to some seasoned pros who are leaving 
Gosford to go to University and colleges, Melissa Fry, Alex Carvell- 
Turner and Jass Sims, you will be missed. But following in their 
footsteps are some rising stars in Years 7 and 8 to take their places. 
 
Thank you to everyone that came and 
supported our students and sang along with 
us all, your presence is truly appreciated. 
 
See you next year! 
 
Mrs H Whitford - Director 
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Wow!! We did it again!! 



 

 

Final Letter from Dr Bizley – Headteacher 

It has been a great privilege to lead Gosford Hill School since 2007. Education has changed beyond 

recognition in that time. Current news informs us that further major change is underway. Schools are being 

asked to do more and more with less money and achieve higher and higher standards. 

In my time as Headteacher Gosford Hill has changed. In 2007 the school had an unfair poor reputation. 

Visitors now praise the calm and purposeful atmosphere. They comment positively on our students – 

always remarking on how smart they look in their uniforms. In 2007 the school had year groups which 

sometimes resulted in students not mixing together. Our now established House system gives students a 

clear identity and pride in their school and students from different age groups mix happily together in a 

secure and safe environment. 

When I arrived nearly 10 years ago it was clear that behaviour had to improve. Since then, and for many 

years now, our behaviour has been recognised as good. Communication has also changed. We have held 

many parent forums over the years and always seek views at every parent consultation evening. Our 

Community events have improved. Our annual musical is as good as I have seen in any school. Add to this 

our celebration events, trips, our music nights and sporting success and you can see why Gosford Hill is as 

popular now as it has ever been. 

Together with the Governors the school has been brave. We changed an ‘early entry’ curriculum to one 

which has been recognised as broad and balanced.  We converted to an academy in 2012. At the start of 

this academic year we began the process of establishing a new vision to respond to the changing 

landscape of exams and qualifications. Results have improved – from 44%   5+A*C including English and 

Maths in 2007 to an average of around 63% over the last 4 years (at one point reaching 70%).  

None of the above could have been achieved without the support of my staff, the students and parents and 

carers. It is by working together that we have managed to change Gosford Hill for the better and at a time of 

high accountability retain a number of good judgements – including our 6th Form.  

My mantra has always been to strive for excellence and highlight the importance of being the best you can 

be. Every school needs to improve an aspect of its provision and I know the new Headteacher Mr Sellars 

will make further changes and build on what we have achieved. I wish him every success.  

I am leaving a school with an amazing staff, teachers and wonderful young people. Thank you for all of your 

support over many years.  

Dr Stephen Bizley  
Headteacher  
  



 

 

 

 
The Year 8 netball team attended an invitation 
county netball tournament at Rye St Antony 
School in Oxford on the 16th March 2016. The 
team have been very successful this season 
finishing at the top of the North Oxfordshire 
League, therefore this tournament offered 
matches against teams they had not played 
before. In Section A the team won all their 
games against Rye St Antony, Wychwood and 
Lord Williams A. In the quarter final they 
dispatched Wheatley 3-1. The semi-final was 
against Cherwell School. After extra time it was 
still 3-3 with the golden goal to count and Lexie 
Horn made sure the shot went in. The final was 
against John Mason who were organised and 
out to win. The team rose to the challenge and 
won 5-3 so were champions of the tournament! 
With medals and certificates the team proved 
that they can match any team in the county! 
 
A brilliant team effort. 
 
Miss D Green – PE Faculty 
 
 

Bloodhound SSC Talk 
 

On Monday 14th March, I (along with a group of other pupils) 
attended the Bloodhound SSC talk in the Learning Centre at 
lunch. At this talk we were informed about the project, a bit of 
history about it and how it works. 
 
Bloodhound SSC is the next attempt to beat the Land Speed 
Record. It is currently sitting at 763mph, which is just over the 
sound barrier. Bloodhound SSC is going to do two runs, one at 800mph and one at 1000mph. Both the driver 
and the creator of this project are the same men that set the current record (Andy Green and Richard Noble).   
 
After we had had a brief history lesson about the previous records, we talked about how the car works. 
Firstly, we did an experiment about aerodynamics where we had to make a bunch of different paper planes, 
launch them off a catapult and get them through a picture frame about 10 feet away. We went through a lot of 
different designs and a lot of close misses before we got a plane through the frame. Next, we used a bin with 
a hole in the bottom and some plastic to make a sonic cannon. It was really amazing to see the targets that 
were placed on everyone`s head go flying off, and what made it even more interesting was the fact that it 
was so simple. 
 
After the fun experiments, we quickly learned about how the Bloodhound team are going to get their car 
going to 1000mph. The main propulsion system is a HUGE rocket system that will produce the power of 
around 650 family saloons. It will eat 180kg of fuel in 20 seconds (how long it will be going for in the high 
speed runs) and around 960kg of oxidizer. As well as this, it has a Cosworth engine from a Formula 1 car 
which will get the car going at the start and a jet engine.  
 
Then, some of the aerodynamics was explained. To keep the car on earth and not flying off into the sky, it 
needs a lot of force making sure that it sits on the ground. To achieve this, the team has modelled the car in 
a way to make sure it is light, fast but sticks to the ground. 
 
Overall, the talk was amazing and I loved attending it. I love to talk and listen about cars, so this was a great 
event for the school to have. 
 
Robbie Watson - Year 7 TJKK 

 

Year 8 Netball Tournament 

Team: Lexie Horn, Ella Littlewood, Georgia Sanderson,  
Harriet Symes, Lizzie Sulley, Laura Bateman, Rebecca Preston 
and Amy Lawrence.  
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Celebration event 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
The Learning Centre was buzzing with nearly 60 Year 11 students invited to our first celebration event on 
Friday 18th March, with croissants and hot chocolate. It was lovely to see so many smiling faces so early in 
the morning. 
 
We are always proud of the successes of all our students and this will be the first of several events 
celebrating progress or achievements by students in all years, both academic and extra- curricular. Well 
done to those invited last week and good luck in your upcoming exams. 
 
Mrs A Driscoll – Assistant Headteacher, Faculty Leader, Humanities 
 
  
 

 

 

On Tuesday 8th March, nine Year 12 students went to Oxford High school for the annual Mock United Nations 
General Assembly.  Each team represented a country. The first debate, featuring over 20 countries was about 
the current refugee issue in Syria.  The students had to argue from the point of view of their country for the 
day. Then the assembly broke into three committees discussing global issues such as world poverty and 
women’s rights.  Each smaller committee had to make 3 recommendations to bring back to the whole 
assembly to vote on.  The final challenge was an emergency situation, based on a real recent event, where an 
Indian air base had been attacked by Kashmiri separatists whom the Indians claimed were supported by 
Pakistan. The students had to negotiate their way through this tricky diplomatic incident and work out their 
country’s position and find allies, without any preparation. These debates forced students to think on their feet, 
make short speeches and argue points of view that were not their own, all of which are excellent skills to 
develop. Our Year 12 students were very adept at responding and presenting ideas. Well done! 
 
Mrs A Driscoll – Assistant Headteacher, Faculty Leader, Humanities  
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This Easter we say farewell to the following members of teaching staff : 
 
Dr Stephen Bizley, Ms Joanne Feasey, Ms Lisa Pearson, Ms Elisabeth Pritchard 
 
We also say goodbye to the following member of our support staff team : 
 
Ms Michelle Flashman  
 
Our thanks to all of the above colleagues for their valued contribution to learning at Gosford Hill School and 
our very best wishes to each of them for the future. 
 
In April we welcome the following new appointees :- 
 
Mr Nigel Sellars (Headteacher) 
 
Ms Eileen Doherty (Maths) 
 
Ms Sadia Webb (Assistant Faculty Leader, Computing, Business and Languages) 
 
Ms Charlotte Loveland (D&T) 
 
Mrs Rebecca Beadman (Health& Safety and Educational Visits Manager) 
 
Mrs Sasha Thacker – Teaching Assistant 
 
Mrs N Cooke - HR Officer 

 

 

 

Easter 2016 

Monday 4th April to Thursday 7th April 

 

Build a Bike - 10am-3pm 
Learn to service, maintain and repair a push bike - keep the bike at the end of the course! 

Off-road motorbikes - 10am-3pm 

Learn basic servicing and maintenance of off-road motorbikes and learn to ride on our track! 

 

All food, refreshments and equipment is provided 

 

To make a booking or for more information please contact Helen@traxonline.co.uk or call 01865 318042 

and speak to Helen 

 

Call 01865 318042 and speak to Helen or email Helen@traxonline.co.uk  

 

Staff News 

mailto:Helen@traxonline.co.uk
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Year 11 Study Higher Day, Oxford University 

Fifteen Year 11 students visited Somerville College Oxford to attend a study higher day on Tuesday 15th  
March. Students were stunned by the beauty of Somerville College and commented that it could be the 
backdrop to a Harry Potter film! On arrival, students listened to a talk by Louise Hunt, a Paralympic Tennis 
player. Louise was born with Spina Bifida and has been in a wheelchair all her life. Aged five, Louise started 
to take part in a range of sports including swimming, basketball and fencing. Louise spoke about difficulties 
she had during her school career including bullying and not being sure what to do once she left school. She 
soon discovered a passion for Wheelchair Racing and went on to win 7 out of 10 London mini-wheelchair 
marathons (which is an un-official World Record!)  Louise also played tennis and soon realised that she 
wanted to compete at a higher level. In 2012, Louise competed in her first Paralympic games in London, and 
she now hopes to compete in Rio this summer. Louise has not only competed in sport at this high level but 
she has also completed her degree at Bath University. Gosford students were astounded by Louise’s journey 
and hearing about it reminded them that anything is possible if you follow your dreams! 
 
After a short break and picture shoot with Louise, the Gosford students attended a revision workshop on 
‘Made Training.’ The aim of the session was to enable students to approach exams with confidence. The 
course leader, Sander, was certainly very humorous and knowledgeable, leaving the students feeling 
equipped with revision tools and the ability to overcome exam nerves! 
 
At lunchtime students were escorted to Balliol 
College in the centre of Oxford to experience  
a student dining hall! Food was plentiful and  
again students were astounded by the beauty 
of this Oxford college.  In the afternoon  
session students had the opportunity to  
attend subject tasters on Russian Literature,  
Engineering, Medicine, Philosophy and  
Geoengineering. Students took an active part 
in the taster sessions and asked many  
excellent questions. It was an absolute  
pleasure to accompany the students on such  
an interesting and worthwhile trip and many  
thanks are due to the staff at Somerville  
College and Oxford Brookes volunteers for  
putting on this well-organized event. 
 
Mrs K Norman - Team Leader MFL 

 

 

 

 
On 16th March 2016 we welcomed seven teachers form 
Turkey. 
 
The teachers were attending classes at the Lake School of 
English as part of their professional development. 
They thought Gosford Hill School was a lovely school. 
 
We ended the tour with English tea and homemade biscuits 
in the Learning Centre. 
 
Mrs J Humphreys - Senior TA 

 

Visitors from Turkey 



  



 

  



 

 



 

  



                                                                  

 
 
 



 
 
 



 

  



 

 


