
 

 

We are very proud of our students when they go to public events, able to speak well to or in front of others, 

showing off their skills and ideas. Recently, students in Years 11 and 13 have done just this. 

“Getting Court” Gosford Hill Student speaks at ceremony 

Miss Clinch and a group of Year 11 students have been participating in the first Getting Court initiative that 

enables young people to understand the criminal justice system, by meeting the professionals involved in it. At 

the final presentation evening, one Year 11 student, Hannah, was asked to speak in front of a large audience.  

To read the full story, see the Oxford Mail at 
http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/14225086.Students_get_first_hand_knowledge_of_the_criminal_justice_system_in_action/  

 

Hannah, with Ian Pringle QC, Resident Judge of 

Oxford, Tom Birch Reynardson, High Sheriff of Oxford 

and Miss Clinch 

 

 

 

 

 

Public speaking competition, Wychwood School 

For the first time GHS Sixth Formers participated in the Rotary Youth 

Speaks competition, being the only state school in the area to do so. 

Afshan, Najiha and Mary-Ellen were the speaker, chairperson and vote of 

thanks respectively. In front of an audience of about 200 and against 4 

other experienced teams, the girls spoke confidently. Afshan’s speech, 

entitled “Am I Feminazi?” drew much praise for tackling a still-important 

issue. For many people, speaking in public is their greatest fear, but our students overcame this and performed 

well.   

Mrs A Driscoll – Assistant Headteacher 
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The Year 10 boys’ football team continued their progress in the national cup 
competition beating Six Valleys Academy from Chichester. As this was the quarter 
final the game was played at Kidlington Football Club and huge thanks must go to the 
club for making it a great occasion for the students and spectators.   
 
Gosford started the first half much the stronger team and enjoyed the majority of 
possession and territory but could not convert any of the chances.  Six Valleys scored 
with their first attack through a breakaway move and it looked like it just wouldn’t be 
Gosford’s day.  However Ben Stewart equalised towards the end of the first half to 
balance the score.   
 
At the start of the second half Six Valleys again took the lead and 
Gosford mounted huge pressure on the away team but again with 
no success.  The game appeared to be out of reach for Gosford 
despite playing the better football and having the majority of 
possession.  In the last few minutes Piers Walton found space to 
score and take the game into extra time.   
Despite the big pitch Gosford continued to battle and showed 
great character to take the lead in the first half of extra time again 
through Piers Walton.  Much credit must be given to the back four 
who showed great maturity and understanding throughout the 
game and the midfield who worked tirelessly on a big pitch. 
 
Squad: B. Owen, A. Littlewood, A. Jhutti, A. Yillah, P. Walton, L. Wirdnam-Crick, B. Stewart, H. Firkin, J. 
Clarke, J. Hudson, W. Baker, O. Birchall, H. Hall, L. Kimber, L. Sykes, J. Keighery, J. Cowlishaw, K. Grossman 
 
Mr P Green – Subject Leader, PE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Football update 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is found in every cell in your body. It contains vital genetic 

information that is passed on from generation to generation.  

 In biomedical science, learning more about our genetic information could lead to 

more understanding of and finding cures for many genetic diseases.  

 In forensics, the presence or absence of DNA evidence at a crime scene can 

completely alter the verdict and outcome of an investigation. 

 DNA can also lead the way towards cloning; from one cell you can gather enough 

DNA to clone an animal, a plant or even a person. 

 

Through a series of investigations over 7 weeks, you will; 

 Extract DNA 

 Make DNA models 

 Run an electrophoresis experiment 

 Look at our own genetic traits  

 Investigate genetics in evolution and natural selection 

 

This club will run weekly on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 – 4:15 in science lab S2 with Mr 

Moss (Science Teacher) and Mr Micklem (STEM Ambassador) and is open to all year 7 and 

year 8 students. To confirm the level of interest, please complete the slip below and return 

to Mr Moss by Monday 8th February. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

__________________ (Student’s Name) of (Tutor Group) ______________ is interested in 

participating in the Science STEM Club - Dissecting DNA after school on Tuesdays. 

 

Signed ___________________ (Parent/Carer) 

  

 
 
 

 

Starting soon 

Science STEM Club  

Dissecting DNA - The Science of DNA and Genetics 



 

  

 

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL 
 

 

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community 

issues. For all contact details telephone School Reception. 

If you have a concern about your child contact: 

 The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject.  Contact Reception to leave a 
     message or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address. 

 The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail. 

 Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being. 
Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of 

confidence.  If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a 

community matter contact a Parent Governor.  (Telephone numbers available from School Reception) 

 

SCHOOL RECEPTION: Telephone: 01865 374971 

SCHOOL EMAIL: office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

ABSENCE LINE: Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences) 
or 

email – gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum 

areas. 

 

Is your child entitled to additional funding? 
 

School meals will give your child a real appetite for learning and help them to achieve their full potential. 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals it means they can enjoy delicious, healthy meals without the bills 
and the fuss of making packed lunches. Many students at our school are already entitled to free school 
meals, and your child may be able to have them too. 
 
Also, for every student registered for a free school meal, the school receives additional money from the 
Government to spend on extra school resources.  

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you receive any of the following: 

 Income Support  
 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than £16,190) 
 Working Tax Credit run-on-paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 Universal Credit 

Please note that you do not normally need to provide evidence of your income, only your National Insurance 
Number and Date of Birth. 
 
If you think your children may be entitled to free school meals, please contact Reception for an application 
form or download one from our Gosford Hill School website.  
 
Ms P Challans – Business Manager 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 


