
 

Y12  Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award 
Practice expedition 

 
Having spent many weeks planning for the expedition, the time came to put theory into practice.  This 
raised many questions, and in time, came the answers! 
 
Can I pack everything I need into a ruck sack and still be able to lift it? – Yes I can. 
 
Can I remember how to read a map and follow a route card? - Yes I can. 

 
Can I remember how to pitch a tent? – Yes I can (with a little help from my friends). 
 
Can I cook a meal on an expedition stove?  - Yes I can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Am I ready for the assessed expedition in June? – Most definitely yes.  

Freya, Keeley, George, Alice, Albert and Matt. 

Mrs Heydon and Mr Williams - D of E Leaders  
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Year 8 Trip to Belgium 

On Friday 27th March 2015 a group of around 60 Year 8s 
visited Belgium in order to learn more about WW1.  
 
Starting the day at 3:30am we then spent a long time travelling 
by coach and the Eurostar, via France. When we arrived in 
Belgium we had the chance to visit a number of cemeteries, 
starting with an English one called Essex Farm which held the 
youngest British soldier to die at 15. Next we visited a German 
cemetery and we noticed the contrast in the set out and 
appearance of each grave and how much less space they were 
given to remember their dead before going to a Commonwealth 
cemetery which was the biggest one.  
 
One of the highlights of the trip was when we looked around the 
trenches. We loved experiencing what conditions WW1 soldiers 
lived and worked in, as well as it being really moving  to 
explore, even with the mud! ”Learning about the trenches and 
experiencing it myself was amazing” commented Nadia 
Lowndes. 
 
After this, we went to the town of Ypres where we 
learnt about the town’s history in the war, where only 
three buildings were left standing. In the town, we 
saw the Menin Gate, where all the names of every 
missing solider of the war are written, and we were 
shocked by how many men were never found. We 
then visited the Imperial War museum in the town 
where we learnt about different individuals 
experiences of the war, which was very eye-opening 
and interesting. Finally we visited a Belgium 
chocolate shop where we all got the chance to buy 
some yummy goodies, before repeating the 6 hour 
journey home. We arrived back at school at around 
9pm after a very long and fun day! 
 
By Jessica Downs and Laura Scaife 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 7 and 8 Assessment Week – Monday 18th to Friday 22nd May 
 
Years 7 and 8 will have a number of assessments in the week Monday 18th to Friday 22nd 
May, and a few may take place before this.  The assessments will take place in lessons and 
the outcomes will inform end-of-year levels in the June Progress Checks. 
 
Class teachers will let students know the particular lessons involved.  Please contact the 
class teacher concerned if you have a query about a particular subject. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions about the structure of our assessment 
programme. 
 

Mrs J Fairchild – Assistant Headteacher 

 



 

Year 7s win District Football Final! 

Last term a number of school teams reached finals of the district football.   
 
The Year 7 had a tough start to the district league competition.  A number of boys continued to train and 
work hard and started to show progress helped by impressive goalkeeping from Haydn Davies.  This 
ended up with them winning the semi-final against North Oxford Academy before playing Bicester 
Community College in the final of the plate.   
 
Earlier in the season Gosford had suffered a heavy defeat at home to BCC.  In the final Alfie Harwood 
had to play in goal and made a number of excellent saves to keep Gosford in the game.  The game went 
into extra time before being decided by penalties and Gosford finally winning the match!  During the 
season all boys showed great application and attitude.  In the final they showed great maturity to make 
sure everyone was involved in the game.  Congratulations to the squad on the day and Haydn Davies 
who missed out due to injury.   
 
Team:  A. Harwood, C. Whitford, H. Bradley, E. Merry, O. Rice, C. Jones, C. Linford, E. Clarke,  
S. Soares, C. Willis, L. Cross, A. Neale, J. Harris, A. Keighery, S. McRitason, C. Fathers. 
 
Mr P Green – Subject Leader, P.E.  
 

 

Cross Country Finals at Tilsley Park 

On Friday 17th April it was the Oxfordshire School 
Games cross country finals at Tilsley Park.  Joe 
Keighery represented the school in the Year 8 & 9 finals.  
 
There was a lot of competition from schools all over the 
county and Joe faced some tough competition in the 
race. The race took place around Tilsley Park over a 
difficult cross country circuit. They had to run two and a 
half laps of the circuit which is just under two miles.  
 
At the half way stage Joe was just outside the top ten but 
was pushing hard to catch the people in front of him. As 
Joe approached the finish line he managed to finish in a 
very respectable 12th position in a field of 50 competitors. 
It was a great day out and Joe really enjoyed competing 
against the top athletes in the county.  Well done Joe on 
a fantastic effort! 
 
Mr R Goldring – Teacher of P.E. 

 
 

 
  

Science ISA Day 

On Tuesday Year 10 students spent most of the day in Science completing their ISA examinations.   
These form 25% of the marks for those students who are taking their exams this year and Year 10 
rose to the occasion and performed very well.   
Now it is time to concentrate on the exams (first one 12th June) and make sure the revision is 
happening at home and the Year 10s are working hard at school.  
 

Mr M Culkeen – Faculty Leader, Science 

 



 

Are you looking for space for a 
meeting, activity or function? 
 
Ideally located close to Oxford and A34, we can 
offer a number of our school spaces for hire by 
private individuals, community groups or 
corporate clients to use for functions.  
From dance classes, martial arts, gym clubs to 
concerts, drama productions or meetings and 
conferences, we have a wide variety of rooms of 
different sizes and functions to choose from. For 
example, our gym, hall, dining room, lecture 
theatre, drama studio, classrooms or meeting 
rooms may meet your needs.  Many of these 
spaces are double height with plenty of natural 
light. Catering can also be provided in certain 
circumstances.  
 
Viewing is by appointment only.  If you are 
interested in visiting us, in the first instance 
please contact Steve Bolam, Site Manager, on 
01865 855376.  
Ms P Challans – Business Manager 

 

Healthy eating 
 
Chartwells, who provide our school catering 
services, are re-launching their food offering on 
Tuesday 5th May 2015. 
 
The new catering offering will include: a wider 
range of baguettes and sandwiches, burritos, 
pancakes and a salad bar. This is in addition to 
the current offering of daily hot meals and snacks, 
Pasta Pots, fresh fruit, a selection of desserts, 
homemade cakes and healthy drinks. Weekly 
menus are displayed in the canteen area so that 
students can see in advance the daily food 
offering.  The canteen style will also change to 
bring more of a retail feel to it.   
 
Chartwells ensure that the food provided to 
students is nutritious and of a high quality and that 
all their recipes and snacks comply with the 
current food based requirements for schools.   
 
Ms P Challans – Business Manager 

 

Free School Meals 
 
School meals will give your child a real appetite for learning and help them to achieve their full potential. 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals it means they can enjoy delicious, healthy meals without the bills 
and the fuss of making packed lunches. Many students at our school are already entitled to free school 
meals, and your child may be able to have them too. 
 
Also, for every student registered for a free school meal, the school receives additional money from the 
Government to spend on extra school resources.  

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you receive any of the following: 

 Income Support  
 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than £16,190) 
 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 Universal Credit 

Please note that you do not normally need to provide evidence of your income, only your National Insurance 
Number and Date of Birth. 
 
If you think your children may be entitled to free school meals, please contact Reception for an application 
form or download one from our Gosford Hill School website.  
 

Ms P Challans – Business Manager 

 



 Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening Survey 

Wednesday 18
th
 March 2015 was the Gosford Hill School Parent Evening for Year 9.  Below are highlights 

from the parents and carers survey: 

 

 
 

          

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           
 

          

           

           

           

            

 
 

          

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

            

 
 

          

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

            
 
 
 
C. Hall 

          Assistant Headteacher 

         
  

My child is happy at this school  

Agree or strongly agree (98.73%)     
         Disagree or strongly disagree (1.27%) 

My child is taught well at this school  

Agree or strongly agree (98.70%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (1.30%) 

 My child makes good progres 
 at this school 

Agree or strongly agree (96.10%)     
       Disagree or strongly disagree (3.90%) 

This school is well led and managed  

Agree or strongly agree (100%)     
      Disagree or strongly disagree (0%) 

This school responds well to any concern I 
raise  

 Agree or strongly agree (96.05%)     
        Disagree or strongly disagree (3.95%) 

I would recommend this school to another 
parent  

Agree or strongly agree (97.40%) 
Disagree or strongly disagree (2.60%) 



 
 

 

TERM DATES – 2014-2015 
Term 5 

Monday 13 April –  Friday 22 May 2015 

Term 6 

Monday 1 June – Friday 17 July 2015 (early closure – 12.30pm) 

TERM DATES – 2015-2016 

Term 1 

Wednesday 2nd September  – Friday 23rd October 2015 

Term 2 

Monday 2nd November – Friday 18th December 2015 

Term 3 

Monday 4th January – Friday 12th February 2016 

Term 4 

Tuesday 23rd February – Thursday 24th March 2016 

Term 5 

Monday 11th April – Friday 27th May 2016 

Term 6 

Monday 6th June – Tuesday 19th July 2016 

 
ILP Day Wednesday 2nd September 2015 
 
INSET DAYS: 1st September, 9th October, 4th December 2015, 22nd February 2016 
 


