
 

 

 

Transport Update - Bicester and the surrounding villages 

Thank you very much to everyone who completed the recent bus transport questionnaire, it was a very 
positive response.  

The Governors have reviewed the responses to the questionnaire, and have agreed to trial a subsidised bus 
service from Bicester. 

There will be more information about this in the New Year. We are proposing that this bus service will 
commence after Easter and run for the two summer terms and the following school year. This service may not 
include all of those people who responded to the survey, however, dependent on the success of this service 
the Governors will review the need for other bus services covering alternative routes where there are no 
suitable alternatives. Many thanks again for the responses and we look forward to giving more details of the 
service to interested parents and carers early in the New Year. 

Rachel Foord - Chair of Governors, Jennie Boulton and Debbie Fairweather – Bicester Parents 

 

Rugby Developments   

The boys’ rugby teams have made excellent progress this year with one year group making the 

district “cup” final and two teams making the “plate” final.  Year 7 finished the season as plate 

champions.  The Year 8 recovered well after losing in the cup semi-final to finish second in a very 

strong group at a County event and the Year 9 have tested themselves in the county cup event.    

We are also now working with the RFU and Gosford All Blacks to develop rugby in Kidlington.  The school 

have benefited already from the link with a huge delivery of new equipment including a playing kit for the older 

age groups.  In addition we have been gifted some 

new post protectors and the Year 9 students took 

delivery from David Hipkiss, Chair of Gosford All 

Blacks.  We hope a few more 

students continue playing rugby at the 

club who train every Sunday morning 

10am-12noon at Stratfield Brake. 

Mr P Green – Subject Leader, P.E.  
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Kidlington Primary Schools Partnership Year 3/4 Mini Football Competition – 6th 

November 2014 

The Sports Leaders that supported the Year 3 and 4 Football Competition were Anna, Abi, Amberley, Erin, 

Ella, Jeremy, Harry, Joelly and me. From school we went to Evans Lane, where the competition was being 

held. As soon as we got there we put the goals out. Me and Anna sorted out the scorecards, and as soon as 

the primary schools arrived all the Leaders started to warm the children up. We played games like ‘Simon 

Says’ and ‘What’s the Time Mr Wolf?’. 

Then the games kicked off. There were 12 teams from the 5 Primary Schools in the Kidlington Partnership, 3 

groups and 3 pitches. When the games started Jeremy, Abi and Harry were refereeing. Amberley, Anna, Erin 

and Ella were taking the scores and timing. I was 

getting the score cards from the others and taking 

them to Joelly who was putting the scores into a 

results spreadsheet. 

There were 6 games on each pitch. Then the top 

teams and the best runner up played in the semi-

finals.Edward Feild 1 beat West Kidlington 2 in the first semi-final. North Kidlington 1 beat North Kidlington 2 in 

the second.  North Kidlington 1 beat Edward Feild 1 in the final and were the overall winners on the day! 

Before the schools went home we handed out certificates for showing respect towards the referees and other 

children. Then we packed away all of the goals and headed home.  

I loved helping at this event because all of the children were funny and kind. I liked the support from the 

parents too. I would like to do the day again. 

Chloe Hurdley – Year 10 Student  

PE Kit Clarification 
Thank you to parents/carers for ensuring that students are equipped correctly for PE lessons. 
 
During PE lessons students are expected to wear the correct kit to suit the activity.  In outdoor lessons they 
should be wearing the rugby top, blue shorts and blue football socks.  If the activity they are taking part in is on 
the field they should also be wearing studded boots.  If the activity is on the astro or hard court area they 
should be wearing athletic trainers with suitable support and sole.  In indoor lessons pupils should be wearing 
the polo shirt, blue shorts and white socks.  During lessons in the sports hall they should have an indoor pair of 
trainers. 
 
If a student is unable to take part in PE they should bring a note to excuse them from the lesson signed by 
parent or carer.  We also ask students to bring in warm kit (track trousers and dark top/jacket).  This is for 
personal hygiene reasons and health and safety.  Students need to stay with their teaching group and if the 
activity is outside we do not want students to get wet and muddy and be in wet uniform for the rest of the day.  
Students will not be required to take part in activity but may be asked to support the lesson in a coaching role. 
 
Mr P Green – Subject Leader, P.E.  

 



 

 

Learning Centre 
Last Tuesday saw, not one, but two amazing authors visit the Learning Centre to meet Year 8 students who 

had been reading their books in groups tailored for boys and girls. The girls’ author, Jo Cotterill, was joined by 

more Year 8 girls to give an interesting and productive writing workshop. The Boys’ author, our Patron of 

Reading Ben Davis, was joined by more Year 8 boys and gave a scintillating short story workshop. 

 

Mrs Hedges - Learning Centre Manager 

 

Here Come the Girls… 

 
 

 
 

  

On Tuesday 2nd December local children’s and teenager’s author, Jo Cotterill, visited Gosford Hill School 

for an interview and to give a workshop.  

 

A selected group of Year 8 girls were chosen to attend a book club and read a series of Jo’s books, they 

also had the privilege of interviewing the author. During the interview she talked about why she wanted to 

become a children’s writer and how she started this career, which was very interesting. The students were 

able to ask questions about the books they had read such as, ‘why had she decided to write children’s 

books?’, ‘what kept her going when writing a book?’ (chocolate apparently!)  and ‘what are her favourite 

books?’ 

  

Later on the same day, other Year 8 girls were invited to the workshop, which they found interesting and 

also fun. In the workshop they sat in groups and were given random pictures to look at and make up a story 

about them. This was a technique Jo used when writing a book. Next, they wrote a short blurb about the 

pictures they were given. After this, they read their ideas to everyone in the group. Most where strangely 

based on horror stories! 

Olivia McKenzie 8EPGN and Eve Mundy 8TRNC 

 

 



 

 

Here Come the Boys… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On Tuesday 2nd of December our Patron of Reading, author Ben Davis, visited some lucky Year 8 students 

to talk about his book, ‘The Private Blog of Joe Cowley.’ The book is based on the life of a boy called Joe 

Cowley which is written in the form of a blog. In the book Joe is constantly subjected to “daily wedgies” by 

his arch nemesis Gav James. Joe’s mission is to kiss a girl before the end of the term! 

 

Students who attended the Year 8 reading club were given a copy of Joe Cowley to read. They attended 

monthly meetings to discuss the book, then on the day that Ben came they had the pleasure of asking him 

questions about the book. The group were excited when Ben agreed to read an extract from his new book, 

the sequel to Joe Cowley, which comes out in April 2015. 

 

After meeting the reading group, Ben visited a group of boys from two Year 8 classes to give them a mini 

writing workshop and share his knowledge with the students about becoming an author. Firstly, the class 

watched a video on all of the ‘ingredients’ for the perfect story. Afterwards the class put together a mini 

story; they were then allowed to continue the story in more detail. A competition has been set for the best 

story, the winner will receive a signed copy of the new Joe Cowley book when it is published and some 

book tokens. The class were then given the task of creating a six word story in groups. ”The six word story 

was great fun and challenging which tested our writing skills.” (Jago Edwards). Finally, the class were 

allowed to ask Ben further questions which ended up as a debate about what was the best football team! 

Overall the experience was a very good way to develop and test our writing skills. Ben Davis was a very 

interesting and kind individual who was such a pleasure to work and talk with. 

By Jago Edwards (8CMFE) and Owen O'Malley (8CHKU)              

 
 

Dad wanted a Mustang car for Christmas 

We are making laser cut mazes in DT. My design was for 

a Mustang car. I drew round an image of the car in 2d 

design,  I then designed my maze and cut the maze out 

using the laser cutter. 

 

The maze is sandwiched between two layers of clear 

acrylic and bolted together. 

Euan Buckle 7CMFE 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

You are warmly invited to join us for our 

annual Carol Service 

 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH KIDLINGTON 

TUESDAY  

16TH DECEMBER 2014 

At 7.00pm 
 

After the service we hope that Guests, Parents, Staff and 
Students will join us for light refreshments in the 

refectory 

 
Donations to St. Mary’s Church and Ebola 

Disaster Fund 

CHRISTMAS MEAL 

TUESDAY 16TH DECEMBER 

Students are invited to the GHS Christmas meal on Tuesday, 16th 

December 

There is fresh Roasted Norfolk Turkey or a Goats cheese and 

caramelised onion tart with vegetables and all the trimmings. This is 

followed by Christmas pudding and cream, an Apple and cinnamon 

cup cake or a Christmas Tree Ice cream. Cost £2.50. Students will 

pay in advanced and receive a lottery ticket. The “waiting on” will be 

undertaken by some special guests. 

There will be a normal Café service a break time, including 

baguettes. Only the Christmas meal will be available at 

lunchtime. Students bringing packed lunches will be located in the 

main hall as usual. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=christmas+dinner&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.generate-uk.org/2014/10/members-christmas-dinner-at-the-bridge/&ei=CJSJVLyOIcXuUr36gLgP&bvm=bv.81456516,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGx8Z75uOQ_xJ9rolU9KS0A6BJhNQ&ust=1418388867755355


 

 

 

Just a reminder that school will close at 12.30pm on Friday 19th December 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL 

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community 

issues. For all contact details telephone School Reception. 

If you have a concern about your child contact: 

 The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject.  Contact Reception to leave a 
message or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address. 

 The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail. 

 Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being. 
Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of 

confidence.  If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a 

community matter contact a Parent Governor.  (Telephone numbers available from School Reception) 

SCHOOL RECEPTION: Telephone: 01865 374971 

SCHOOL EMAIL: office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

ABSENCE LINE: Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences) 
or 

email – gabs4889@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas.  
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