
 

 

Safe Drive, Stay Alive 

‘It will never happen to me.’ - a phrase that is said far too often.  

The ‘Safe Drive, Stay Alive’ presentation held in Botley on Friday 21st 
November sought to educate people that many are too confident in their 
exclusion from the risk of a car-related accident, so long as they believe in that 
statement. It also sought to explain to people that we can massively reduce the likelihood of said 
statement being one to tempt fate.  

By being cautious and following rules set out to help us, we can all become safer and more responsible 
drivers or passengers. Speed limits are there for a reason. Passengers have a voice. A reconstruction-
style film followed by presentations by paramedics, road safety officers, families of victims, and a victim 
herself offered first hand experiences that were both moving and unsettling.  

Nothing was sugar coated, and I think this was necessary in order to demonstrate the seriousness of a 
car user’s decisions. Most people will have taken at least something away from the talks - I know I did. 
As 16-19 year olds, this was essential advice, encouraging us not to show off or to drink and drive, and 
to be responsible for ourselves and others around us - to drive safely, and to stay alive.  

Some comments this year from Year 13 students after the presentation: 

‘A real eye opener’                              ‘It was a very powerful message about driving safely’ 

‘The guests were very effective at getting their message across and it gave it more meaning. It really hit 

home hard’  

‘It was incredibly shocking to hear some of the experiences the speakers had. It has definitely made me 

think more when getting in my friend’s car’ 

Lucy Truman – Year 13 Student 

Year 9 creative work on drainage basins. 

Year 9 geographers have been learning about 

drainage basins and their importance when 

predicting and managing flooding. To finish this 

unit of study they have produced 3D models of a 

drainage basin with different results. The class 

peer-assessed the work and decided that 

Summer Holbrook and Maryam Jan were the 

winners, Leah Risby and Aaron Jhutti came 

second. Well done to all students!  

Mrs R Lopez  - Geography faculty 
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Gosford Hill School Music Night 

On Tuesday evening, 11th November the Main Hall was full of supportive parents, families and friends 

who came to watch our students performing and sharing their musical talents.  Over forty students took 

part, performing many solos and duets.  There were a number of bands also playing with many of the 

musical numbers being original compositions written and performed by the students themselves.  The 

standard this year was fantastic and covered a wide range of styles from pop to jazz, classical to 

traditional folk music played on a wide range of instruments.  Sam Branney, pictured in the photograph is 

playing a cajón (pronounced: Ka-hon) which translates as "crate", "drawer", or "box with a hole in it".  It is 

a box-shaped percussion instrument originally from 

Peru, played by slapping the front with the hands or 

fingers.  This has proved to be extremely popular 

among the students and Sam guested with many 

ensembles during the evenings performances.  I have 

a feeling that there may be a few of these on the 

students Christmas present lists this year!   

A big thank you to the staff that helped out with this 

event and a huge well done to all the students who 

took part and did so well.  They have all received 

certificates for their Records of Achievement. 

Mrs R Frankcom - Team Leader of Music 

 

 

Key Note Speech to be Delivered by Timon Colegrove 

Gosford Hill School is delighted to welcome Timon  Colegrove to our 

fourth annual Awards Evening on Wednesday 3 December 2014. He will 

be making the key note speech and presenting awards as we celebrate 

the ambition and success of our students.  

Timon is an ex pupil having spent his secondary school and sixth form 

life at here at Gosford Hill School. He’s The Standard Bearer at Hunts 

which means he "carries the flag" for Hunts into the business world and 

is responsible for maintaining the high standards they aspire to. His 

formal title is Chief Executive Officer. Hunts are a Kidlington based 

printing company which prides itself for delivering best-in-class printing, 

inspirational and engaging design and an ethos of continuous innovation. Over the past 50 years, Hunts 

has worked with many of the world’s leading companies, brands and establishments. During this time, 

the business has evolved and rolled with the times, embracing the many changes in communication.  

Timon is the Chairman of the Oxfordshire Institute of Directors, an Oxford Business Mentor, and a Fellow 
of the British Printing Industries Federation. We look forward to welcoming him to our awards evening. 

Mr C Hall - Assistant Headteacher 

 

 



 

 

More about Photoshop 

Photoshop is part of the adobe creative cloud, this program has a range of tools and filters for creating 

and manipulating images. I use Photoshop for creating 3D banners. I feel the interface is very easy to 

get to know and the tools applicable for all areas of design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Bryant, Year 10 Student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make Time this November 
 
During November, students have been taking part in a series of four sessions in their tutor groups about 
mental health. Time to Change, the national charity that is working to end mental health discrimination, is 
running a schools campaign to raise awareness of mental health issues. The aim is to help students 
think about how they can keep themselves mentally healthy and to get them thinking about ways they 
can support friends and family who are suffering.  
 
1 in 10 young people will experience a mental health problem (1 in 4 adults). You might be surprised 
how common these kinds of experiences are. Even so, three quarters of young people with mental 
health problems still fear the reactions of their friends. If we are to end discrimination and stigma, talking 
about our mental health should be as everyday and ordinary as talking about our physical health. This is 
the simple message behind the sessions that your child is taking part in. 
 
Please do ask your child what they have been talking about in these sessions and keep the conversation 
going at home. If you are concerned about your child’s mental health there is a very good parents’ guide 
available to download from http://www.cwmt.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2014/09/parentGuide2014Sm.pdf  
which offers advice on talking to your child and where to go for help and support. 
 
Mrs M Hewett – Teacher Humanities Faculty 
  

Please note… 

The password for mymaths has been changed: 
Login remains gosford, but the password is now inspire. 
Individual logins are not affected. 

 

http://www.cwmt.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2014/09/parentGuide2014Sm.pdf


 

 

Year 11 Practice Exams from Monday 8th December 

Timetables for these exams will be distributed to students by form tutors. 

Written papers will take place between Monday 8th and Friday 12th December.  Year 11 students will be 

on study leave for this period and attend school only for written exams.  Controlled Assessments in Art, 

French and German will take place between Monday 15th and Thursday 18th December, and students 

involved in these subjects will be withdrawn from other lessons to attend. 

Advice for parents and students is attached to the final Practice Exam timetable but, if you have any 

questions, please contact the exams team on receipt. 

Alison Sumner 
Examinations & Assessment Data Officer 
 
 

You are warmly invited to join us for 

our annual Carol Service 

 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH KIDLINGTON 

TUESDAY  

16TH DECEMBER 2014 
At 7.00pm 

 

After the service we hope that Guests, Parents, Staff 
and Students will join us for light refreshments in the 

refectory 

 
Donations to St. Mary’s Church and Ebola 

Disaster Fund 

 


