
Trip to Ypres 
On Friday 4th April, 45 Year 8 students left Gosford Hill at 4.30am 

bound for Ypres, Belgium. 

From the coach we could see that the land around Ypres still has 

the scars from the First World War. Memorials and cemeteries are 

scattered around the countryside and there are still craters from 

where shells exploded nearly 100 years ago. 

We learnt a lot about how horrific the experiences of the soldiers 

were and what the trenches were like. They had to stay in 

trenches and were ankle deep in mud. The trenches we saw were 

at Hill 62 just outside Ypres. We could run through the tunnels in 

the pitch dark and get a sense of what it was like for the soldiers. 

These trenches were used by the Commonwealth soldiers. 

We visited the “In Flanders Field” museum in the centre of Ypres. There were eye-catching displays and 

presentations of uniforms and artefacts. There was a short film of actors reading the diaries of nurses 

and doctors who treated injured soldiers on both sides. We learned a lot from here.  
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At Tyne Cot cemetery, there were several hundred gravestones of Commonwealth soldiers. Here we laid 

a wreath to remember the soldiers. 

We found the whole experience very moving and definitely an eye-opener that showed us a side of war 

we had not thought about. 

Erin Corness, Chelsea Jacques, Emma Davies, Heather Ewart, Fraser Day  

 

 

 

We went to the Menin Gate. It stood tall above everything and 

as you stepped towards it the emotion was overwhelming. 

You could see that it had thousands and thousands of 

soldiers’ names written on the walls as their bodies were 

never found. This showed us just how many men died fighting 

for their country. 

 

Visiting the cemeteries was 

quite sad. At the German one at 

Langemark, there were lots of 

bodies buried in one mass 

grave. In some of them, it said 

that there were 24 unknown 

soldiers buried there. It is quite 

devastating to think how many 

young men could not be 

identified. 

 



Geese versus Sheep round 1 – debating competition 
between The Cooper School and Gosford Hill 

 

On Wednesday 23rd April, 6 members of the sixth form debating team went to the Cooper School to 

debate topical issues. The debates were informal, which allowed for contributions and comments from 

the audience and “Question Time” style discussions in 

between the formal speeches. The team members who 

spoke formally, Marcus Taylor, Celia Tezel, Connor 

Boyle and Harrison Lee, all presented confidently, 

having researched the topic and found evidence to 

support their points.  

As it was St George’s Day the debate motions were 

themed around England - “Voting UKIP is UnBritish” 

led to discussions around British political sovereignty, 

immigration policies and multi-culturalism. “America is 

a successful version of England” sparked heated 

debate about success, economic and military 

dominance and countries’ identities and values.   

It was another chance to hone a wide range of useful 

life-skills, such as thinking on one’s feet, making a coherent argument, speaking in front of others clearly 

and confidently, and forming an opinion on current affairs issues. 

The reverse fixture will be held at Gosford Hill School in term 6. 

 

 
Mrs A Driscoll – Humanities Faculty Leader 
  



 
 
 TERM DATES - 2013-2014 

Term 5 

Tuesday 22 April – Friday 23 May 

Term 6 

Monday 2 June – Friday 18 July 

Bank Holiday: 5 May 2014 

TERM DATES – 2014-2015 
Term 1 

Thursday 4 September – Friday 24 October 2014 (ILP DAY Wed 3 September) 

Term 2 

Monday 3 November – Friday 19th December 2014 

Term 3 

Monday 5 January – Friday 13th February 2015 

Term 4 

Monday 23 February – Friday 27 March 2015 

Term 5 

Monday 13 April –  Friday 22 May 2015 

Term 6 

Monday 1 June – Friday 17 July 2015 

INSET DAYS: 1 & 2 September, 10 October, 5 December 2014 
Bank Holiday: 4 May 2015 

    

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL 

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community 
issues. For all contact details telephone School Reception. 

If you have a concern about your child contact: 

 The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject.  Contact Reception to leave a 
message or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address. 

 The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail. 

 Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being. 
Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of 
confidence.  If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a 
community matter contact a Parent Governor.  (Telephone numbers available from School Reception) 

SCHOOL RECEPTION: Telephone: 01865 374971 

SCHOOL EMAIL: office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

ABSENCE LINE: Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences) 
or 

email – absence.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas. 


