
The Sound of Music 

We did it again!! Gosford Hill School put on yet another amazing production. ‘The Sound Of Music’ was a 

great success and it is all down to the fantastic talented students we have here. 

 I’d like to say thank you so much for coming 

along and supporting another Gosford Hill 

School Production. The audiences were truly 

excellent this year and your contributions of 

laughter and singing helped the show to 

create a truly magical experience for all. 

We are getting a reputation for putting on 

amazing shows and I am delighted every 

year with the numbers we get in our audience 

to cheer on our young stars! 

This year has been 

a real joy for me as 

‘The Sound of 

Music’ was one of my all-time favourites and a film I watch every year, as I’m 

sure so many of you do. We had another big cast, over 60 students taking 

part, but the challenge this year has been all of the musical numbers. 

Choreographing and singing 20 songs and getting 22 nuns to sway in time 

has been an interesting and fun experience for us all. 

The production team of staff and students who work so hard behind the 

scenes also helped enormously with the creation of this show, so a big thank 

you to you all.   

We are already thinking towards next year’s production so watch this space 

and make sure you come and support another group of superstars in the 

making! 

 
Mrs H Whitford – Faculty Leader, Creative Arts 
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   Training camp for Duke of Edinburgh Award 
A group of Year 12 Sixth Formers have completed their first 

training camp; for this they had to learn to be self-sufficient. 

They pitched the tents in the beautiful woodland surroundings of 

Youlbury Scout campsite. Each team had chosen their own 

menu which they then cooked on expedition stoves – some 

were more successful than others!!  The highlight was the night 

hike to Jarn Mound via muddy footpaths in the dark.  The 

students used maps and route cards to follow the route to the 

view point and were rewarded with both chocolate and a view 

over Oxford’s skyline of the “Dreaming Spires”.  

After a cold night’s sleep the teams devoured porridge, took the tents down and learnt about the “leave 

no trace” policy. We then loaded the minibus and set off home in search of a hot shower and a sofa. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs N Heydon – Duke of Edinburgh Award Leader 

 

Ways Parents Can Help  
A lot of parents ask us how they can help their child 
with maths, especially if they feel their own maths skills 
are not up-to-date! It can be daunting for parents, but 
there are ways that maths can be introduced into 
everyday life, just like when you held your child's hands 
as you walked them up the stairs counting each step 
one at a time.  
 
With Easter around the corner, perhaps try an Easter 
egg hunt, where you give them clues to problem solve, 
or, for the more adventurous, a compass and bearings; 
maths is fun!  
 
For older children, one option is to sit with them and go 
through a revision book or a 'My Maths' lesson and 
learn with them. It is good for the child to see that, even 
as adults, we are still learning and are keen to continue 
learning. On the right are more strategies to help 'find' 
maths in everyday life and to make maths 'real'. 
To access the my maths website: 
www.mymaths.co.uk, 
login: gosford   -   password: ambition 
 
Ms E Doherty – Team Leader, Maths Faculty 

Alex Christodoulou, Celia Tezel, Tori McLean,  Alice Coates, Georgia 

Poole, James McKendrick,  Oliver Brew, Martin Price,  James Lambert 

 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


Russian Trainee Teachers’ Visit 
 
On Thursday 27th March we had a delegation of 9 
Russian Trainee Teachers visit the school. They 
were particularly interested to find out about how 
we teach English. They had a tour of the school 
and spent some time in our English Faculty, 
visiting lessons and talking to students and 
teachers. They were bowled over by the creativity 
that our colleagues showed in their teaching, and 
were particularly impressed with the classrooms 
that have been made into flexible learning spaces.  
 

After the tour, they met our Student Leadership Team made 
up of Jessica Hay, Chloe Pearce-Higgins, Natasha Owen 
and Dominic James. Our students were very keen to find 
out what they thought about a range of issues. When Chloe 
asked about the differences they’d noticed between English 
and Russian culture, they were keen to stress the 
similarities and the warmth of the welcome visitors receive 
that is common to both cultures. Natasha then asked what 
they thought about gay rights in Russia and they were very 
clear that they thought that everyone should have equal 
rights. Dominic asked about the situation in the Crimea and 

this provoked a very mixed response. Many of our guests had relatives in the Crimea and both sides of 
the conflict were represented.  
 
After meeting our Student Leadership Team, it was 
back to English. They had questions about exams, 
our syllabus, exam boards and the freedom that we 
enjoy to teach in ways that we believe meets the 
needs of all of our students. This was clearly an eye 
opener – and many went away excited and 
determined to include at least a little bit of what they 
saw here at Gosford Hill in their teaching. 
 
Mr C Hall  - Assistant Headteacher 

 

Thank you to… 

We would like to say Goodbye and a 

huge THANK YOU to Alan Walton.  

Since his retirement in 1997 as a 

Science teacher, Alan has continued to 

assist the school with the electrical 

testing of equipment. 

We would like to wish him all the very 

best for the future. 

From all the Staff at Gosford Hill School 

 

 

Coffee Morning 
Please come to a coffee 
morning in aid of Haiti/Syria at 
St Nicholas Church, Islip 
 
SATURDAY 5 APRIL 
10.30am-1pm 
 
Bring ANYTHING we can sell: 
Good bric-a-brac, outgrown 
clothes, toys,  
unwanted gifts, homemade 
cakes, biscuits, preserves, 
house or garden plants 
 
Many thanks 
Kathryn Grant 
 



Young Enterprise Central Area Finals  
 

On Wednesday 26th March, Goose Clothing was invited to 

attend the Central Area Finals at Harley Davidson 

Headquarters, Oxford.  I felt this was an excellent 

opportunity to celebrate the achievements of our Young 

Enterprise voyage, as well as the opportunity to present 

the company to several other groups in attendance.  

 

 

Upon arrival, we received a warm reception from the  

Young Enterprise Board and Operations Director of Harley 

Davidson, who praised all companies for reaching this 

stage of the competition. As part of the judging process, 

directors of Young Enterprise Companies present were 

asked questions such as ‘how well have you worked as a 

team?’ This allowed the judges to establish which of the 

seven companies, were to progress to the regional finals.  

 

To conclude the selection for the next stage of the 

competition, our company delivered a four minute 

presentation. This included clear analysis of the highlights 

of our Young Enterprise experience and future 

developments.  

As a company, our Financial Director James Clements 

received the award of ‘Outstanding Personal Contribution’, 

which I believe was thoroughly deserved.  

Overall, Young Enterprise has being a fantastic enriching 

experience that has enhanced all of our skills such as mine in leadership. I would recommend this 

programme to future Year 12s as without a doubt, it has been a valuable experience for all involved.  

We would like to thank our Business Advisors: Julia Knight, Business Manager, Barclays Bank plc and 

Victoria Roffe, Real Estate Manager Barclays Bank plc.  

Magnus Taylor: Managing Director - Goose Clothing, a Young Enterprise Company.  

 

 

  



The Learning Centre 
 

  
Delancey Chess Challenge Final and Champion Player 

After seven rounds and 119 matches, the Delancey Schools Chess Challenge culminated with a fantastic 

celebration of the tournament. Students gathered for a presentation of certificates, awards and refreshments 

followed by a friendly chess match.  

 

Students who accrued 15 or more points in the challenge or are leading scorers in their year, as long as they 

have played at least  5 out of the 7 rounds, have earned a place in the Delancey Chess Megafinals at Oxford 

Spires Academy on Saturday 3rd May 2014 (these students have been given letters). The most successful 

players in the Megafinal will qualify for the Southern Gigafinal in July at The Rivermead Leisure Complex, 

Reading. In the Gigafinal players will compete in 24 sections for the title of Ultimo and Ultima. Each Gigafinal 

winner secures a trophy and £100. They then go on to the Terafinal at Loughborough Grammar School in 

August with a top prize of £2,000. Gosford Hill has an amazing 17 students who have qualified for the 

Megafinals in May. Our overall tournament winner, with an impressive 7 wins out of 7 matches, is Jack Smith 

8EACL (pictured centre), who wins the tournament trophy. MANY CONGRATULATIONS JACK. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs A Hedges – Learning Centre Manager 

Message from the Headteacher 
Spring has finally arrived and it is lovely to drive to work in the sunshine!  
 
                     School remains open for much of the Easter holiday with exam revision classes taking    
                     place. It is a crucial time for students to continue learning - whether in the form of text       
                     books or wider reading. There are also plenty of revision sites on the internet and studying  
                     little and often during the holidays can add real value in the preparation to the forthcoming  
                     examinations. 
 
                                The feedback we have received from our Parent Surveys has often been  
                                outstanding and I have also heard that you are pleased with this weekly newsletter.  
                                As Headteacher it is reassuring to know that our community continues to be proud of  
                                Gosford Hill School.  
 
                                            Thank you for your support. I wish you all an enjoyable holiday. 
 
Dr S Bizley - Heateacher 

Winning poets 
Poet James Carter, who recently visited Gosford Hill, has judged the Year 7s Most Able students 

‘Impossible Gifts’ poems which they wrote at a poetry workshop given by James to celebrate World 

Book Day.  The winners each receive a £5.00 book token: Hamish Munro WEDY, Binderiya 

Batsaikhan TCGT, Ronnel Byrne WKCR and Hannah Edwards TCMN. The poems have been collated 

into an anthology which is on display in The Learning Centre along with a celebration of the day. 

 

International Teachers 
 On Wednesday afternoon we welcomed 9 English teachers from Poland, Hungary, The Czech 

Republic, Turkey, Russia, Italy and Latvia for a tour of our school. While in Oxford they are studying 
at The Lake School of English. The course is part of their professional development. The tour was 
followed by refreshments and a Q & A session in the Learning Centre. 
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