
Mock United Nations General Assembly March 2014 

This year’s MUNGA took place at Oxford High School. 

 

We represented two different countries of the United Nations: 

Turkey - Heads of state - Celia Tezel - Lucy Truman - Oli Brew 

and Nigeria - Head of state - Magnus Taylor - Harrison Lee –  

Connor Boyle.  

 

Standing in the mock United Nations debate as Turkey was a 

thrilling and interesting experience. We addressed the issues of 

modern slavery, violence against women, water and sanitation 

and small weapons. The main debate involving all countries in the whole assembly was about how the 

UN could and should prevent modern slavery and human trafficking. We were able to debate about the 

range of topics posing as Turkey and Nigeria and argue about it from their point of view.  India, had to 

listen to a lot of criticism. Then we broke into 3 committees, each one discussing an issue, then 

producing a resolution (proposal) for the general assembly to vote 

on later. The 3 committees discussed violence against women, the 

weapons trade and the need for clean water and sanitation. These 

committees meant we had to lobby and find allies from other 

countries (students from other schools) whom we wanted to be on 

our side. 

 

As the debate moved to the issues concerning Russia and Ukraine, 

we could understand the different opinions about the invasion. In the 

middle of the day the Heads of State were called to an emergency meeting about the crisis and we had 

to discuss things that we had not prepared for. Magnus, Harrison and Connor displayed confident 

debating skills and could respond to the changing ideas within the UN. It was interesting to meet other 

countries and how they feel about current affairs. I felt this debate 

was a true representation of what the UN would discuss and the 

formality of the occasion meant we could understand how it would 

be run. By talking about issues we face in our modern day society, 

I found I was learning far more about political situations all around 

the world rather than simply the issues being debated because of 

the statistics and legislations being used as evidence. Having to 

pose as a country was difficult because, even though we may not 

have agreed with the argument we were imposing, we had to act 

as the Turkish Government rather than give our own opinions. Watching other schools debate was 

compelling as heated arguments arose from the matters in question. Overall, I found this was a great 

opportunity to increase our knowledge of world-wide events and different countries’ political stance on 

such delicate matters.  

Celia Tezel – Year 12 Student
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Canadian author Deborah Ellis gave a talk to a packed house 

of over 150 Year 8s, Sixth formers, who are studying the ‘Kite 

Runner’, and their teachers last week.  

Deborah has written more than twenty works of fiction and 

non-fiction including the award-winning book ‘The 

Breadwinner’, about children all over the world, containing 

challenging topics including the rights of girls to have equal 

access to a free education and the treatment of women and 

girls under Taliban rule in Afghanistan.  

 

The students watched part of a documentary whereby a 

female reporter from Pakistan re-visited her old school which 

had been bombed by the Taliban. Sadly, it isn’t just the 

school buildings that are now being targeted, but the teaching 

staff too. The documentary also referenced the now world 

famous Malala Yousafzi speech to the UN. 

Follow the link: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPPuhqIRWuI 

 

Deborah spoke of the importance of all who were seated in 

the Learning Centre and how each and every person had 

something very individual to bring to the world and not one of 

them should have their education denied. She also read an 

extract from one of her books ‘Kids of Kabul’, the account of 

a young teenager and the harsh reality of life spent under 

Taliban restrictions. 

 

Students enjoyed a Q & A session followed by a book signing 

and photo opportunities. 

 

Deborah’s books – ‘The Breadwinner’, ’Mud City’, ‘Parvana’s 

Journey’ and ‘My Name is Parvana’ are available to borrow 

from The Learning Centre.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPPuhqIRWuI


Edward Feild welcomes ex-students 

The sun arrived in perfect time for Edward Feild Primary School to 

celebrate the opening of their newly refurbished library. Author 

and illustrator Korky Paul, famous for his Winnie the Witch books, 

was invited to perform the ceremony. Three former Edward Field 

school librarians, Isabel Hedges, Megan Raffell and Ella Blake, 

currently in Year 7 at Gosford Hill, were also invited. The ribbon 

was cut, the library explored and cake consumed! A huge thanks 

to Kathy Webb, pictured with Korky, for supporting the library and 

co-ordinating its transformation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs A Hedges – Learning Centre Manager 

 
Cross Curricular Art and Science artwork created by 
Year 10 students 
Year 10 students have been looking at how to create 3D sculptural rock pools with paper and cells 
focussing on the abstract painting of artist Klari Reis.  

Miss C Gowlett – Team Leader, Art Faculty 
 

Isabel Hedges & Megan Raffell 

7TDYY 



Year 12 Parents Consultation Evening Survey 

Gosford Hill School Year 12 Parents Evening took place on Wednesday 19th March 2014. Below is a 

selection from the parents and carers survey: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 My child is happy at school 

This school ensures the 
students are well behaved 

My child makes good 
progress at this school 

     Agree or strongly agree (93.2%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (6.8) 

I receive valuable information 

from the school about my 

child's progress 

This school is well led and 

managed 

Overall, I am happy with my 

child's experience at this school 

     Agree or strongly agree (91.4%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (8.6%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (93.2%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (6.8%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (91.2%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (8.8%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (93.2%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (6.8%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (91.5%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (8.5%) 

Mr C Hall – Assistant Headteacher 


