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Year 7 Poetry Treat for World Book Day 
Four groups of Year 7 students were treated to a day of workshops, 
presented by poet, author and musician James Carter on Wednesday  
26th February in advance of World Book Day on 6th March. 
 
James delighted the groups with a fun introduction, reciting his poems while 
playing guitar. 

Three groups worked on producing individual animal kennings, a poem that 
consists of two words per line, the second word ending in ‘er’. Can you 
guess the creature being described in the kenning below? 

‘Speed lover, hunter hater, fright giver, land taker, meat eater, chaos 
maker, ferocious creature, wild dweller, fierce fella . Of all the animals I’m 
the best! I’m a shhh… had you guessed?’ (Caitie Brown – COJT) 

The Most Able student workshop was to write a poem for someone special 
entitled ‘Impossible Gifts’. The students produced some exceptionally 
creative poetry. Here are some of their amazing extracts: 

These are the gifts that I would, if I could, give to you…’ 

 ‘The first sunbeam caught in a jar, the last moonbeam from a time, neither 
near nor far…’  (Laura Scaife - CHKU) 

‘The lost key to liberty, the tugging currents of the ocean hidden beneath 
the waves…’  (Elly Byrne - TJKK)  

The voice of an angel, a gem from Tutankhamun’s tomb…’ (Owen O’Malley 
- CHKU) 

The students’ poems will be collated into an anthology and judged by 
James Carter, with the winner and runners-up receiving book tokens.  
These will be displayed in the Learning Centre for all to see. 

After each workshop, students had the opportunity to purchase a signed 
copy of James’ book ‘Journey to the Centre of my Brain’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs A Hedges – Learning Centre Manager 

Yr 7 Rugby Tournament – Banbury Rugby Club 

The Year 7 rugby team were invited to take part in the Emerging Schools Rugby Tournament which was held 

at Banbury RFC. There were 12 teams from schools around the county took part. The RFU ran and 

organised the day which was great.  

In game 1 against Chipping Norton we conceded 2 

tries and lost despite a strong performance.  In game 

2 against Langtree school we won 20-0.  Because we 

came second in our pool, we went through to the 

second tier group and found ourselves against strong 

opposition.  We drew against Woodgreen school and 

after a great game of rugby we beat Burford School 

10-5 which meant we had secured fourth place overall 

in the competition.  A great team performance! 

Thanks to Mr Goldring for taking us and coaching us. 

Try scorers – Neche Obiefuna  3, Lucas Sharp 2, 

Charlie Woodward 1 and Josh Pipkin 1 

 

Team: Theo Bagnall, Ewan Smith, Lucas Sharpe, Kyrone Francis, James Bateman, Ben Foord, George Hutson,  

Charlie Woodward, Josh Redfearn-Doney, Jago Edwards, Josh Pipkin, Harry Brock, Jamie Clack, Jake 
McGovern, Zack Harwood. 
 

A full report written by James Bateman and Ewan Smith, the Year 7 Rugby Captains, can be found on the 

school website 

Blind Date with a Book 

A real buzz was created as Valentine’s day was 

celebrated with students selecting a book wrapped 

in brown paper, displaying a heart with a brief 

description of that book. The ‘blind dates with a 

book’ were read during the holidays with students 

‘rating their dates’. 

 
Author Deborah Ellis to Visit Year 8 

Award winning Canadian author Deborah Ellis is to visit Gosford Hill School to 

give a talk to the whole of Year 8 on Friday 21st March. Deborah wrote The 

Breadwinner   (2000) following her experience of working in Pakistan in an 

Afghan refugee camp. The story is of a young Afghan girl named Parvana, who 

disguises herself as a boy in order to support her family. The book was re-

launched earlier this year. Deborah will also discuss her latest novel, My Name 

is Parvana. Fifteen year-old Parvana has built a new life. When Parvana is 

taken away, suspected of being a terrorist, she must find a way to protect her 

family. 

Students will be able to purchase a signed copy of The Breadwinner or My 

Name is Parvana at the end of the presentation. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     
 

Friends of Gosford Hill School 
present a fundraising 

Quiz Night 
With prizes for the winning team 

Friday 21st March 2014 

Gosford Hill School – Main Hall – 7pm 

     
Ploughman’s Supper included – Bar available 

Desserts for sale by the World Challenge Team 

£30 per team of six, £18 for a students’ only team 

Smaller teams are welcome to join together on the night 

Advanced booking essential 
Please register by Friday 14th March by emailing finance@gosford-hill.ocnmail.net or by 

calling 01865 374971 

 

Mexican Themed 
Lunch 

The canteen will be serving 

chilli, nachos and 

chimichangas (V) on 

Monday lunchtime. 

Please come and try our 

Mexican themed lunch. We 

look forward to seeing you. 

Canteen Staff 
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 My child feels safe at this 
school 

My child is taught well at 
this school 

 This school ensures the 
students are well behaved 

Year 11 Parents Consultation Evening Survey 

Gosford Hill School Year 11 Parents Evening took place on Wednesday 12th February 2014.  Below is a 

selection from the parents and carers survey: 

 

Mr C Hall – Assistant Headteacher 

 

     Agree or strongly agree (100%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (0%) 

The school is well led and 

managed 

My child makes good progress at 

this school 

This school responds well to any 

concern I raise 

     Agree or strongly agree (96.92%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (3.08%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (93.85%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (6.15%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (95.38%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (4.62%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (93.85%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (6.15%) 

     Agree or strongly agree (95.38%)     
     Disagree or strongly disagree (4.62%) 


