
Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Gosford Hill introduced the Duke of Edinburgh award this year as a Sixth Form enrichment option. The 

students have registered and are busy completing the requirements, these are then recorded online in 

the form of photographs, reports and videos.   For the physical section, students have chosen rugby, 

dance, gym, swimming and walking. The skills section includes music, art, drama, baking, knitting and 

vehicle maintenance. The volunteering has encouraged our students to help at charity shops, gym club,  

judo, junior football and scouts. 

The group had a visit from Go Outdoors who brought in a wide variety of equipment and clothing for the 

students to try on and evaluate.  The students have also studied map reading and will be learning  some 

first aid before our training camp in March. They will also 

have to complete a 2-day, 1 night expedition. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Mrs N Heydon – D of E Leader 
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Key Stage 4 Information Evening 

Thank you to Year 8 parents and students for 

attending the Key Stage 4 Information 

evening on Wednesday 22nd January. 

I hope the evening was informative and 

helpful to Year 8s as they make their 

preference choices. 

Can I please remind Year 8 students to return 

the Preference Form to their form tutor by 

Friday 31st January. A copy of the 

presentation that I gave on the evening and 

the KS4 Information booklet can be found on 

the school website. 

Dom Ward  - Deputy Headteacher 

 

        

Wednesday 26th March  

to  

 Saturday 29th March 2014 

7.00pm 

(See page  5 for more details) 

http://www.gooutdoors.co.uk/ProductImages.aspx?ProductId=292930&ProductImageId=31045
http://www.gooutdoors.co.uk/ProductImages.aspx?ProductId=178257&ProductImageId=27343


Oxfordshire Schools Table Tennis Competition 

On Tuesday 14th January Ryan Hambridge, Matthew Hughes and Joe McKenna-Jones took part in the 

Oxfordshire Schools Table Tennis Competition (Under 16’s) at the Forum Table Tennis Club.   All three made 

it to the semi-finals but despite great effort, Ryan and Matthew just fell short at this stage.  Joe made it to the 

final but fell at the final hurdle, losing to Sam of Lillington Table Tennis Club (Warwickshire).  Overall a good 

effort from everyone who took part and a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Congratulations to Sam, who I believe may now have the opportunity to go on and compete in the National 

Schools Championships later in the year. 

Report by Joe McKenna-Jones – Year 11 Student 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday 14th January, we were all given the opportunity to go and play in a Table Tennis tournament 

against other people, both from Gosford and other schools in the County.  Aisha Lowndes and myself were 

the only girls entered from Gosford but we were hoping others, whether from the table tennis club or not, 

would be competing so we could play different people.  Unfortunately, upon arrival we noticed we were the 

only girls entered.  However, we did get the chance to play some others in the competition but this was just a 

warm-up so we couldn’t continue playing in their section of the competition.  When Aisha and myself ended 

up playing the final, it was a close match, however, I ended up winning 3 games to 1.   

 

Afterwards, we were given the opportunity to referee some of the later matches in the boys competition.  We 

would all like to thank those who organised the competition and those who got us to the tournament in the 

first place.  We all enjoyed it. 

Katie Smith – Year 11 Student 

  



Gosford Hill School All Weather Synthetic Grass Pitch 

During the first part of 2013 the all weather pitch used by Gosford Hill School and the Leisure Centre was 
very much at the end of its operating life.  This meant a dangerous and slippery surface, which restricted our 
students using it.  A brand new artificial surface was finally finished during November.  It has now 
successfully re-opened and our students have been enjoying the use of it, particularly at lunch times. 

At the time of the new surface being replaced, we were unaware that the recommendations for footwear 
would change, which is why there was no alteration in the PE kit list.  However we have been advised by the 
company that for the safety of your child and to protect and maintain the new surface of the all weather pitch, 
the appropriate footwear shown below should be used. 

Students were informed when the astro was re-opened that they would need the correct footwear which most 
students already have as part of the uniform policy.  These changes are on-going, so please bear this in mind 
when replacing old trainers or boots.  This policy on footwear will fully come into effect as of September 2014. 

Correct footwear is  

 plastic studded shoes for football  

 Multi studded dimpled trainers/boots for hockey  

 Sports/running shoes for tennis.  

  
 

Plastic Studded football shoe Multi studded trainer Sports/running shoe 

Childs size 3-51/2- from £8.99 Childs size 4-6 – from £7.50 Childs size 3-6 – from £10.00 

Adult size 7-11- from £12.50 Adult size 6-13 – from £15.00 Adult size 6 – 13 from £9.00 

(Prices may vary and are taken from Sports direct.com) Stores located at Cowley Retail park, Oxford, 
Westgate Shopping Centre, Oxford and Bure Place, Bicester.  Can also order on line.  Topsport, Kidlington 
also supply the recommended footwear and can give you the correct advice. 

At no time should aluminium/metal studded boots spikes or blades be worn. 

  

 

Bladed trainer Spikes Flat soled trainer 

Shreds the artificial grass and 
have too much traction causing 
injury 

Shreds the artificial grass Too slippery, not enough grip or 
support, causing injuries to 
students 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.   

With many thanks for your support 

Mr P Green - Head of PE 



The Learning Centre 

 

 

 

 

  

Book Fair Success 

Huge thanks to all students who purchased 

books in the December  

BookFfair. You helped raise a very 

impressive £206 in books for the school. I 

have already received many of the books 

for the 2014 Oxfordshire Book Award and 

some new series: Gregor the Overlander by 

Suzanne Collins, Soul Screamers by 

Rachel Vincent and Matched by Ally 

Condie. More books arriving soon! 

 

Delancey Chess Tournament 

Rules have been agreed, practice games aside and 

pairings drawn up. The tournament is underway!  

Thirty-four students across Years 7-11 are taking part 

in the Delancey Chess Tournament which currently 

includes over 2000 UK schools. This is the first year 

secondary schools have entered and Gosford Hill are 

embracing it with our exceptional chess players. For 

more information go to: 

www.delanceyukschoolschesschallenge.com 

 

Poetic Visitor  

 In advance of World Book 

Day (6th March), The 

Learning Centre looks 

forward to welcoming poet, 

author and musician James 

Carter to give poetry 

workshops to five groups of 

Year 7 students on 

Wednesday 26th February. 

 

 
Mrs A Hedges – Learning Centre Manager 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Soul-Take-Screamers-Book/dp/0778303551/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1389693279&sr=8-1&keywords=9780778303558
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Matched-Ally-Condie/dp/0141334789/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1389693051&sr=8-1&keywords=9780141334783
http://www.delanceyukschoolschesschallenge.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sound Of Music Rehearsals 

We are well under way now with our rehearsals for Gosford Hill’s next school production of ‘The Sound of 

Music’. We have been rehearsing after school and at lunch times to prepare a magnificent show for you. 

This year there are a record number of songs and musical numbers to choreograph and perfect and I have to 

say the cast are doing an amazing job remembering and learning their parts. 

Tickets will go on sale for the show soon after the half term break so be prepared to buy your tickets from the 

canteen at breaktimes. 

Performance dates are Wednesday 26
th
 March-Saturday 29

th
 

March 2014 at 7:00pm. 

Make sure you are there to support all of the students taking part as they are working tirelessly to make this 

the best show yet!! 

The pictures are from rehearsals featuring the von Trapp family, Maria (played by Melissa Fry, Year 11), 

Captain von Trapp (Played by Matty Thomas, Year 11), Liesl (played by Francesca Fergusson, Year 10,  

Friedrich (played by Alex Carvell-Turner, Year 9), Louisa (Played by Caitlin Brown, Year 9), Kurt (played by 

Ryan Hambridge, Year 9), Brigitta (played by Molly Sturman, Year 10), Marta (played by Chelsea Beahan, 

Year 9), and Gretl (played by Miranda Peers, Year 7) 

Mrs H Whitford – Creative Arts Faculty Leader 

Visitors from Far and Wide  

During terms 2 and 3 Gosford Hill School welcomed English teachers from Poland, Spain, Finland and 

Argentina. The teachers attend courses at the Lake School in Oxford as part of their professional 

development. 

 
They were impressed by the size and number of computer rooms, that every class has an interactive 

whiteboard and that students move around the school to get to lessons - not the teachers. Every tour ends 

with a Q and A session and refreshments in the Learning Centre.   

Mrs J Humphreys – TA Co-ordinator 

  

 



Sixth Form Debating Club at Jacobsthal Memorial Free Speech 

Oxford event 

On Monday 27th January  7-10pm, five students from the 

Debating Club took part in the third ‘Free Speech 

Oxford’ event to commemorate Holocaust Memorial day.  

 
Schools sent teams to compete in short informal 

debates around various themes to do with freedom of 

speech. Students could participate in any of the four 

debates by asking questions on these topics; "Protecting 

the public from terrorism should come before civil 

liberties", "Free speech is not an absolute", "We should 

have an open borders policy for migrants”, “Civil 

disobedience can be justified in a democracy”. 

 

 

Gosford Hill spoke in the second debate. Celia Tezel 

was our first speaker arguing that free speech is not 

an absolute as there are social conventions that limit 

what we can say. She earned a highly commended 

for her well-delivered, thoughtful speech which 

contained current pertinent examples. Celia and 

Harrison Lee then took questions from the audience 

before Harrison, made a summary speech of all the 

arguments that had been put forward during the 

discussion. Magnus Taylor was also mentioned by 

the judge for the quality of his comments and 

questions. The whole team really enjoyed the event. 

Not only did it develop their skills in public speaking, 

but it was fun to debate the issues with other Sixth formers from the local area and listen to other 

perspectives about important but controversial issues. 

 

The Sixth Form Debate Club runs every Wednesday from 

3.20pm till 4.00pm.  New members are always welcome. In 

Term 4 we will be having “home and away” debates with 

another school, and hope to invite Year 11s to participate as 

audience members.  Look out for further details nearer the 

time. 

Mrs A Driscoll – Humanities Faculty Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

Celia and Harrison 

during their debate 

The team: back row – Magnus, Harrison, 

Laura, front row, Celia and Ollie 


